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The Linerick Estate of Sergeant Warren during the Geat Irish
Fam ne

Desnmond Norton, PhD
Seni or Lecturer in Econom cs
Uni versity Col | ege Dublin

As has been indicated in an earlier article! in this Journal (or
in the article which inmedi ately proceeds the present piece?),
sone years ago the author acquired about 30,000 letters witten
mainly in the 1840s. These pertained to estates throughout
Ireland nmanaged by Janes Robert Stewart and Joseph Kincaid,
hereafter denoted SK. During the 1840s, their firmwas the nost
i mportant |and agency in Irel and. Most of the letters were
addressed to the SK office in Dublin. This hitherto unrecorded
accurul ation, called the SK correspondence in what follows,
probably constitutes the |largest single archive of its kind on
the decade of the great Irish famne. The archive, which is in
t he aut hor’ s possession, is the principal primary source for what
fol | ows.

The earlier article to which reference has been nade consi dered
devel opnments on GCertrude Fitzgerald s Munt Bl akeney estate
between Charleville and Kil mal |l ock. As earlier indicated, during
the 1840s SK in fact managed properties in west and sout hwest
Li nerick on behalf of three proprietors. Apart fromthe Munt
Bl akeney estate, these were the |lands of John Stratford in the
Robertstown district on the Shannon estuary (the “Robertstown
estate”) and those of a person known as Sergeant Warren, near
Ballingarry (to which the SK correspondence refers as the
“Bal lingarry estate” or alternatively the “Ballinruane estate”).
Wthin the SK correspondence, surviving material on the Warren
estate, investigated below, is |ess extensive than that on either
the Fitzgerald or the Stratford properties. However, each of the
three subsets of correspondence is broadly simlar in content:
t hey each reveal that although there was extrene distress in the
respective districts during the 1840s, SK's treatnent of the
tenantry, on behalf of the proprietors who the firmrepresented,
must be consi dered generally humane.

Sergeant Warren

Sergeant Warren's | ands were within a fewmles from and to the
south and southeast, of Ballingarry. They included nost of
Kilmhil (436 statute acres) just outside Ballingarry, and
Bal | i nruane (1,561 statute acres) to the south, as well as other
properties in that district?2 SK comenced as Sergeant Warren's
agent in 1843 or early in 1844.



Sone of the agencies held by SK in the 1840s were obtained
through the firms reputation for professionalism and honest
dealing. Qwhers originated from friendship or marriage |inks,
as well as, it seens, through powers of “influence” (i.e., active
menber ship of both Stewart and Kincaid in the “right” societies).
The contract to nanage Sergeant Warren’s Linerick estate was
presunmably a consequence of the marriage, in 1835, of persons who
Edward Wal ford describes as Janes Robert Stewart and Martha
El eanor, daughter of R B. Warren3. The latter was Ri chard Benson
Warren - the person known as Sergeant Warren - and the Janes
Robert Stewart was J.R Stewart of SK; thus, Sergeant (R B.)
Warren was our J.R Stewart's father-in-Iaw

Thom s Directory for 1848 Iists R B. Warren, Sergeant at Law, at
35 Leeson St, Dublin®. The sanme publication for 1849 lists
Robert A. Warren, barrister, also at 35 Leeson St, but it does
not nmention Sergeant Warren, who al nost surely had recently died:
he was definitely dead by 1852° W can be confident that Robert
A. Warren of Leeson St was Sergeant Warren's son.

Thom's Directory for 1849 also |ists another Robert Warren, at
39 Rutl and Square, Dublin, and Killiney Castle, Co Dublin. This
Robert Warren, who was SK's solicitor’, was alnost certainly
related to the Warrens of Leeson St. In 1860 Walford indicated
that Robert Warren, SK's solicitor, was “el dest son of the |ate
Robert Warren” of Dublin, “by Barbera, dau. of Joseph Swan”; t hat
he had been born in 1787 and that his heir was al so nanmed Robert,
who had been born in 18208

Taken together, the above details and those in the supporting
reference notes indicate that the wfe of (the |ate) Robert
Warren, senior (the father of SK's solicitor), was daughter of
Joseph Swan; this Swan was probably related to G aves Chammey
Swan of the |land agency firmof Stewart and Swan in the 1820s,
whi ch had evolved into SK by the 1840s; the Warrens of Leeson
Street and the Warrens of Rutland Square were alnost surely
related; finally, J.R Stewart had fam |y and/or other close ties
with all of the above-nentioned Warrens. The foregoing details
illustrate how famly and other social 1links facilitated
expansi on of SK's business interests. Simlar exanples can be
found in the correspondence pertaining to several other estates,
apart from that of Sergeant Warren, which SK nmanaged in the
1840s.

The Bal li nruane Estate, 1845-8

The SK correspondence pertaining to Sergeant Warren' s townl ands
near Ballingarry is relatively sparse. It contains no letters
dated before January 1845, very few for 1847, and ends with a
| etter dated Decenber 1848. Many tenants on the Ballinruane
estate were very poor: in February 1845 Arthur Vincent, an SK
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agent who resided at Shanagol den besi de the Robertstown estate,
wote to J.R Stewart that “a large portion of themare run to
the |owest ebb of poverty”. On Warren’'s behalf, SK nade
subscriptions to two dispensaries which his tenants attended -
t he Feenagh and Kil neady Di spensary and that at Ballingarry®.

In January 1845 John Stewart, an agricultural advi ser
(“agriculturalist”) enployed by SK, went to Ballinruane and
reported that he "never saw such exhausted | ands. On the eveni ng
| left 1 nmet all the tenants together and gave thema | ecture on
the utility of thorough draining and on the use of line". On 25
January he recomended that SK should give the linme free of
charge. SK responded qui ckly: on 4 February, Philip O Hanl on of
Rat hkeal e sent SK a tender for "fromfifty to two hundred pounds
worth of Line ... at the rate of ten pence hal f penny per Barrel".
The lime was actually obtained nore cheaply: on 24 February,
Vincent informed J.R Stewart that he had "agreed this day with
one of the Rathkeale Lineburners for 500 Barrels @ 9d per

[barrel] .... The Barrel contains 42 Inperial gallons". 1In the
same letter, Vincent stated that "I think the [Ballinruane]
tenants with few exceptions unable to bear the cost". It seens

that the tenants did get the linme free of charge?,.

Fol | owi ng John Stewart’ s recommendati ons, sone of the tenants on
Bal I i nruane worked on drainage in the Spring of 1845. In his
letter of 24 February to J.R Stewart, Vincent wote that "those
Tenants who intend to Drain asked me for Crows and Picks and a
few Sl edges. | said | would ask you to allow nme get thema few,
at their paying half price". Further drainage was conducted by
tenants late in 1845. They were renunerated in the formof rent
al | onances. In a letter to SK, 10 February 1846, Vincent
menti oned t hree tenants who had "a good deal of drains nade which
when surveyed by [John] Stewart will amount to nore than their
bal ance due". Two weeks | ater, John Stewart wote to SK that the
Bal | i nruane tenants wi shed “to know if they will get line this
year. |If they do get it ... give a greater allowance [of [|ine]
to the Tenants who have Thoro. Drained nost". SK did provide
themwith a fresh supply of linme in the Spring of 1846

On 1 April 1846 John Stewart wote to SK that the tenants on the
Bal | i nruane estate were "in a very bad way with potatoe rot", and
he added that "it would be a charity to do sonething for themin
the way of giving them enploynent. There is a river along the
bottomof that estate that wants to be sunk” (ie. to have its bed
deepened). SK' s mmjor project providing enploynent on the estate
during the Summer of 1846 was the sinking and straightening of
the "Ballinruane River". This involved access to |ands of
contiguous estates, for which the tenants on those |ands were
conpensated. On 9 July, Stewart wote to SK: "I have sone Days
a 108 men at work and none but the Tenants on each side of the
River .... | amoblige[d] to enploy nore nen than | want so as
to be allowed [to trespass] to cut off the short turns on the
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river". The |abourers on the river works were paid in cash, at
fortnightly interval s*. The river work was near conpletion by
m d- August 1846, when Stewart explained to SKthat its final cost
would be a little above his original estimte, partly because
"Warrens tenants forced thenselves into the work both old and
young and showed ne a letter from Sergt. Warren prom sing them
support and the fact is they should be supported or they would
starve and | amafraid that they will be as bad next year for the
Pot at oes are beginning to | ook very bad". On 24 Septenber 1846
Vincent sent SK a summary of the work on the river during the
Sunmer, stating: “I consider it a work of the greatest benefit
to the property and not only to Sergeant Warrens but also [on
nei ghbouring | ands] to M Lockes, M Mahers, M Stavel eys and M

Masseys .... The extent of the work done is 572 perches [about
two mles] .... The total expense ... cones to ... one hundred
pounds . ... The nunber of |abourers enployed from M Lockes
property were 124, fromM Mahers 135 and M Stavel eys 319. Low
| ands ... which have hitherto been perfect swanps ... will now
i f drained beconme ... nobst val uable”.

The SK correspondence provides no definite indications of
I nprovenents on the Ballinruane estate, organised by SK, after
t he Autumm of 1846. As already indicated, the correspondence for
1847 pertaining to the estate is very sparse, and nuch of what
survives for 1848, a year at the end of which J.R Stewart
reported that "the Ballingarry Estate is in a nobst wetched
state", pertains to emgration. Sonme i nprovenents (drainage,
bui | di ngs and fencing) were inplenented by a few of the tenants
during the Sunmmer of 1848'. Most of the tenants who had been on
the estate in 1845-6 seemto have died or left by the end of
1848. This is inferred fromthe follow ng considerations: The
SK correspondence on the Ballinruane estate lists the nanmes of
about fifty tenants on the |ands of Sergeant Warren, mainly in
1845- 6. It is probable that these included alnost all those
heads of househol ds who were inmedi ate tenants to Warren. The
Giffith Valuation indicates that only about nine of them were
still on the estate in 1852  On behalf of alnpst all of the
| andl ords whose estates were managed by SK during the fam ne
years, SK applied for a governnment |oan, or loans, in order to
finance i nprovenents. The SK correspondence provi des no definite
evi dence that the firmsought a | oan on Sergeant Warren’s behal f.
However, it seens that he was dead by the end of 1848.

Rent Coll ection and Distress on the Ballinruane Estate

On Tuesday, 1 July 1845, Vincent wote to Kincaid: "If you have
a list of the Ballyroan [Ballinruane] defaulters nmade out send
it to me as Friday [next] will be the fair day of Ballingarry".
On 25 July he wote to Kincaid: "Dont be di sappoi nted about the
Bal | yroan tenants as you know they are very generally poor, and
they nmade great prom ses to carry the tine until harvest when

4



expect they will neet us better”. He indicated, in the sane
letter, that he had recently received £20-odd from four naned
tenants on the estate.

On 12 Novenber 1845 Vincent informed SK that "the potatoe crop
on Ballyroan [Ballinruane] | fear wll turn out as bad as in al
other quarters where the lunper is the kind chiefly planted”.
The partial failure of the potato in the Autumm of 1845 had
little or no immediate effect on rent paynents on sone of the
ot her estates nmanaged by SK. The sane kind of tine | ags nay have
al so applied on the Ballinruane estate: on 15 Novenber, Vincent
sent SK first half notes for £165 received from the tenants
there. In the acconpanying |etter, he nmentioned the nane of only
a single tenant on the estate "who did not cone in with his
bal ance". However, the rents had not been otherwi se fully paid
up: in a comunication to SK dated 27 Decenber, he referred to
defaulters on Ballinruane and asked: "How do you wish | should
proceed agai nst those who are so deep in arrear as | fear we w |
not find enough of nmeans on the land if we go to distrain".

On 7 January 1846 Vincent sent SK first half notes for £59-o0dd,

received from the Ballinruane tenants. He infornmed: “The
defaul ters begged tine until the 7th of February the Fair day of
Rat hkeale .... Collins has paid nore than his | and nade as he
was obliged to give a |large abatenent to his conacre tenants in
consequence of the disease. | amcertain many of themcoul d pay
better but fearing the potatoes will grow worse”. The reference

to Collinsinthis passage is the first clear indication that the
partial failure of the potato in the Autumm of 1845 was begi nni ng
to have an effect on rent receipts on the Ballinruane estate.
On estates managed by SK el sewhere in Ireland, m ddl enen tended
to be early casualties of the failure.

On 10 February 1846 Vincent was able to send SK first half notes
for £57-o0dd, which sumhe had just received fromthe Ballinruane
tenants. In his acconpanying letter, he indicated that he did
“not see any chance we have of getting nmuch nore out of them as
they are | am sure keeping up sone of their noney fearing a

scarcity ... as the potatoes are every day rotting”. Properties
of sonme tenants on the estate were distrained within the few days
whi ch followed™. It can therefore be inferred that the potato

failure of the Autumm of 1845 began to have a serious inpact on
rent receipts on Ballinruane in the Spring of 1846 - as was al so
the case on other estates nmanaged by SK.

During the Summer of 1846 sone of the Ballinruane tenants
conplained to SKin regard to the operations of the |ocal relief
conmittee - the Kil needy'® Relief Committee - and on 18 June 1846
the Secretary of that commttee, WlliamWIlis of Charleville,
responded in a letter to SKi “The Chair is filled by either M
LI oyd'’, the Roman Cath. O ergyman, or the Poor Law Guardian ....
| have been present at every neeting of the Conmttee, and al so
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on every day when neal is sold at our depot C We grant
tickets, entitling the holders to purchase ... neal at our depot,
to a certain anmount according to the nunber of individuals in
each famly, at a rate per | b. considerably under first cost .
Such tickets are confined to the destitute ... certified to be
inwant. To all other parties we sell the neal in any quantities
at the rate of 1s/9d per st., being a fraction over the first-
cost, carriage etc.”.

SK's river works in Ballinruane during the Sumrer of 1846 hel ped
some tenants to pay rent arrears. However, those works were
| argely conpleted by m d-August. Their term nation was not
i mmedi ately offset by public works. The al nost total failure of
the potato in the Autumm of 1846 greatly accentuated the existing
crisis, which Warren tried to abate: on 26 Septenber, J.R
Stewart observed to Kincaid: "Sergt. Warrenis willing to forgive
the quarters Rent - | wish we had the other 3/4".

Vincent was not optimstic on the nmatter of rent receipts from
Warren's estate late in 1846. On 2 Cctober he went to Kilm hil
in order to get the tenants there to sign prom ssory notes for
their rents. Back at his residence in Shanagol den that night,
he wote to SK stating that the Kilmhil tenants "told ne if I
del ayed comi ng until tonorrow when a public neeting takes place
t hey coul d not answer for their owmn lives or mne if it was known
they consented to sign Bills for rent. M Qbbins [Rev CGeorge
GQubbins of the Gebe in Ballingarry] also told ne the sane"
Vincent also referred to the prospect of public works in the
Bal lingarry district, and rates of pay thereon. Thus, he
conti nued:

M Devonport [?] had a great escape of his life at a
neeting on Monday last as it was reported he said 8d
per day was enough to pay |abourers. The[ y]
over powered the Police to get hold of himand were it
not for M Gubbins, the Priest & M Power!® nothing
could have saved his life. But he never said so. An
adj our ned neeting takes place tonorrow for the purpose
of arranging sone works which is expected to be very
turbulent. The Dragoons & soldiers are ordered out
.... Several works are expected to open inmediately
which will give only partial relief which if they are
only to get 8d per hire ... will drive themto nadness
How can the Wdow with a helpless famly
subsi st. How can an aged man with a fam |y unable to

earn their hire and hinself infirmget on .... How
can a man of 8 or 9 in famly support his charge on 8d
per day .... The Governnment plans ... if not inproved

will plunge us into awful difficulties.

There are reasons for believing that Warren's tenants obtained
little enploynment on the public works which comenced in the
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Ballingarry district late in 1846%°. On 24 Cctober 1846 Vi ncent

informed SK: "I hear even the liberality of Sergeant Warren [in
wai vi ng one quarter's rent] will not bring themforward" to pay.
On the next day he reported to SK: “l have witten to notice the

Kilmhil Tenants to neet ne in Ballingarry [to pay rent]
There have been two |arge neetings of the people in Askeaton
[less than ten mles fromBallingarry] wthin the | ast week. The
Bakers shops have been plundered of all Bread”.

Vincent's "notice" to neet himwith their rents frightened the
Kilmhil tenants, and on 4 Novenber ten of them signed the
follow ng petition addressed to Warren: “W the undersigned
tenants on the | ands of Kilmahil ... have passed our [prom ssory]
not es, payable on the 18th Nov Inst .... Qur provision has been
gone fromus, our famlys sol ely dependent on the portion of corn
whi ch we now have. Want and destitution day after day threatens
us .... Help us in this time of distress and calamty by not
| ooki ng after the ant of the aforesaid notes”. Warren forwarded
this petition to SK. Around the tine at which SK appear to have
received it, J.R Stewart wote to George Gubbins at the d ebe
in Ballingarry, seeking information. In his reply to Stewart
dated 9 Novenber 1846, Gubbins inforned: "W expect to have a
Company of Infantry placed here. Provisions are so high now
Farmers are frightened to part with their corn".

Vincent was in a giddy nood on 6 Novenber when he wote to SK
"I amjust going up [to Ballinruane] to neet the boys there ...
| fear my purse will not be very heavy returning”. He reported
to SKonthe follow ng day: “l returned ... w thout receiving one
shilling. The tenants are in such fear of fam ne that they wll
not sell their small store of oats .... | told them if they
showed an inclination to pay ..., their Landlord was inclined to
carry on works on his property and send Meal for their support
but fromtheir not nmaki ng any paynents | coul d not recomend t hem
- They begged | woul d make no bad report of themuntil after
the Fair of Rathkeale the 18th of this nonth”.

Recall, from the petition which the Kilmhil tenants had
addressed to Warren, that the prom ssory notes which they had
signed were due for paynent on 18 Novenber. A few of themdid
pay in full on that date. Vincent allowed others to renewtheir
notes, and by the end of 1846 nost of the Kilmhil tenants had
paid the full anmounts which they had prom sed?®. These paynents
exposed them to great dangers in 1847: following the potato
failure of the Autumm of 1846, by what neans could they be
expected to acquire food in the nonths which followed? It is
likely, at the end of 1846, that rents were in substantial
arrears el sewhere on Warren's estate.



Departures fromthe Ballinruane Estate

Sone hol dings on the Ballinruane estate were vacant during the
Summer of 1847. This may have been through death, ejectnent or
voluntary em gration. SK organi sed a programre of emgration
fromthe estate in 1847: in a letter to Kincaid dated 4 May of
that year, J.R Stewart referred to "the nunbers sent from Co

Stratfords Clare Estate" (near Ennistinon) and he added: "I fear
we shall have to pay the increased rate [of transatlantic
passage] for Sergt Warrens People". In at | east one case, SK

showed synpat hy toward a tenant agai nst whoman ej ect nent decree
had been obtained. Thus, on 1 June 1847 J.R Stewart wote the
following letter, to be brought by a tenant who had come to
Dublin fromthe estate, to Warren in Leeson St:

The Bearer Mchl. Fitzgerald is one of your Tenants in
Bal | yroan [Bal | i nruane] under Ejectnent who foolishly
came up to Dublin about his farm.... He is rather a
decent industrious man & were he clear from | aw Cost
& fromhis Brothers & Sisters | dare say he would be
able to pay up the Rent .... But he has foolishly
allowed the farm to be divided 8 years ago ... and
only now conplains of its being done against his
wi shes - and the rest of the famly will not be easily

i nduced to goto Anerica .... | should be glad if you
woul d see him.... Wth respect to Jas. GQuiry, Son in
law to John Gayer, ... | heard ... that he nade

opposition to Quiltys getting the 19 acres given up by
his Father in law, but we have the Habere ready to
i ssue & perhaps when he finds that he may wi t hdraw hi s
opposition. | would be very glad they would al so go
to Ameri ca.

The SK correspondence pertaining to the Ballinruane estate in
1845-6 nentions three tenants named Guiry (M chael, Patrick and
Janes). In the relevant volune of Giffith's Valuation of 1852,
none of these persons are listed as tenants on the estate of the
|ate Sergeant  \Warren?i. The sane listings onmt the
aforenentioned M chael Fitzgerald and John Gayer. It can
therefore be inferred that each of them had |eft the estate by
1852. The same volune of the Valuation indicates that John
Quilty was then a tenant on Ballinruane townl and.

It is likely, in 1847, that SK were selective in reallocating
| ands which had beconme vacant on the Ballinruane estate: SK
want ed solvent tenants, not nerely tenants. On 7 June 1847
Ri chard Hol nes, of the nearby townl and of Cortal assa (nhot anong
Warren's properties) offered £1-5-0 per acre for the |ands on
Ball i nruane townl and lately held by John Enright. On 23 June
John Gaffney, "now of Garbally [al so a nearby townl and] but |ate
of Ballinruane", offered the sane rental for the Enright | ands?.
The Griffith Valuation of 1852 omts these nanes inits listings
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of tenants on the Ballinruane estate.

Departures fromthe estate continued in 1848. John Scollard was
one of the tenants on Kilmhil who had signed prom ssory notes
for paynent of rent in Novenber 1846. By 24 Novenber of that
year, he had nmade partial paynent of £10. He renewed his note
for the balance, to be paid on 10 Decenber. But it seens that
he was one of three tenants on Kilmhil whose notes were not
fully taken up by 26 Decenber 1846, and that SK subsequently had
him inprisoned for nonpaynent of debt?2. On 7 March 1848
Scollard sent the followng petition to SK “I nost hunbly
solicit your Goodness for Mercy ... on Mself and ny Dear
Brothers and Sister as | am now conme out of Goal |ast week ....
By giving ne |iberty to Carry on Business | do prom se to Sati sfy

your demands ere long .... By giving ne another trial [as
tenant] | hope I will followthe Rules of my ancestors who Iived
in Kilmhil these 70 years past ... until they |l eft ne the ol dest

of five orphans which caused ny downfall”.

I n the sane comruni cation, Scollard indicated that he saw "by the
ej ectnent” against himthat SK clained that he was £85-o0dd in
arrears. Scollard, however, clained that Vincent had forgotten
to record £10 which he had paid him "in Rathkeale 18th Nov.
1846". This was partial paynment on the pronissory note which
Scol | ard had si gned, and whi ch was nenti oned above. For this and
anot her reason, Scollard clainmed (in his petition dated 7 March
1848) that he owed SK only £42-o0dd, which was, nevertheless, a
substantial sum in purchasing power at the beginning of the
twenty first century, it probably represented a sum of about
£4, 200.

On 14 March 1848 Scollard wote to SK that he woul d “gi ve you up

the possession of ny part of the lands of Kilmhill by your
assisting nme and famly in Going to Anerica .... | would w sh
to prepare for the first of April, in procuring sonme C othes”.
SK's response was favourable. This may be regarded as

surprising, in viewof the extent of Scollard' s existing debt to
the firm However, SK recogni sed that “chasing | osses” did not
make conmercial sense. On 22 March, Scollard informed SKi *“I
have made up ny mnd wwth M Sankey [an agent of SK] ... to go
to America .... He told nme that you would not give us any
Clothing until we would go to Dublin. W are to[o] naked and we
could not | eave hone wthout the Cothing .... M Brother is in
a bad state of health at the present and i f he does not neet with
any Disappointnment we will be Redy fromthe 10th to the 12th of
April if we get the Cothing and Sonme Cost”. This letter was
signed in the nanmes of John, Ednond, WIlliamand Eliza Scoll ard.

On 22 March 1848 Sankey wote to SK from Shanagol den, stating
that "David Dunworth [of the Ballinruane estate] has been with
me begging to be sent to Anerica. | offered to send 6 of his
famly". Sankey's letters make no further reference to hi muntil
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14 June 1848, when Sankey wote to J.R Stewart: "I know he wants
me to send out 6 of his famly which will cost £35 and then |
cal culate £10 for Janes Dunworth & his wife. Shall | do this?"

Sankey was on the Ballinruane estate on 23 March, when he got

possession from Patrick Guiry and from sone other tenants. In
a letter to SK dated 23 March 1848, he reported: “I know not
whet her you will think | have gone too far but when | | ooked over

his [Patrick Guiry's] farm and saw the good state it is in at
present | settled on giving him&£40 and £10 to Brosnaghan ....
Fitzgeralds gave up quietly and | have arranged with M chl.
[ apparently, the M chael Fitzgerald who had visited SKin Dublin
in June 1847, and who, in J.R Stewart's words, was then ‘under
Ejectment’] in case he does not go to Anerica that he is only to
get £20%%. His brother Patt will not go so | gave him&£8 and £5
settled the two cottiers”.

In the sane letter of 23 March 1848, Sankey added: "I understand
t hat many good nen are on the | ookout for" Patrick Guiry's farm
Aletter from Sankey dated 24 March i ndi cates that he had agreed
to pay £10 each to two naned tenants on Gorteen West when they
surrendered their holdings. Possession was obtained from ot her
tenants on the estate, who received conpensation, in the Sumrer
and Autumm of 18482,

It has been seen that there were nmgj or changes i n the conposition
of the tenantry on the Ballinruane estate between 1845 and the
Autumm of 1848. However, it was not the case that all of those
on the estate in the Autum of 1848 pronptly paid their rents.
On 12 Septenber 1848 Sankey infornmed J.R Stewart: "I have put
keepers on several of the Kilmhill tenants as | found they were
carrying away the crops as fast as they could cut theni. One of
the final letters in the SK correspondence on the Ballinruane
estate is dated 14 Septenber 1848, when Sankey indicated to SK:
"I have left Notices with Giffin [the bailiff] who intends
seizing at the first opportunity"”.

Concl udi ng Cbservati ons

It nmay have been in response to petitions, or in response to
pressure fromhis son-in-law J.R Stewart, that Sergeant Warren
wai ved one quarter's rent followi ng the potato failure of 1846.

One of the tenants against whom an ejectnent decree had been
obt ai ned (but not executed) cane to Dublin to plead his case to
SK. His journey involved a round trip - probably on foot - of
about 300 mles to and from southwest Linerick. J.R Stewart
expressed synpathy for himand asked Warren to talk to him

Many ej ect nent decrees were obt ai ned agai nst tenants on t he Mount
Bl akeney and Ballinruane estates during 1845-8. It seens,

10



however, that few (if any) of them were executed. On behalf of
Ms Fitzgerald and Sergeant Warren, SK did seek to thin the
popul ati ons of those estates, especially in 1847-8 when sol vent
tenants were wanted. The firm sought to get the financially
weaker tenants peacefully to surrender their holdings. Most of
them received financial incentives to | eave. The conpensation
often invol ved paynent of a famly's passage to Anerica, along

with sums for purchase of clothing. In sonme cases tenants
t hensel ves asked to be sent to Anerica. I nstances have been
cited in which the financial packages offered by SK seemto have
been surprisingly generous. In regard to the treatnent of the

tenants on the Mount Bl akeney and Bal | i nruane estates, neither
SK, nor Gertrude Fitzgerald, nor Sergeant Warren, fit the
caricatures often portrayed of Irish I andowners or their agents
in the 1840s. Simlar conclusions apply to other properties in
Ireland managed by SK during the decade of the great Irish
fam ne, investigated in the larger research project from which
the present article has been drawn.
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lists Graves Warren, solicitor, at 40 Rutland Square. Thi s
Graves was probably another son of SK's solicitor, Robert at 39
Rut | and Squar e. Hence, from the detail on Robert Warren (the
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13. HM Sankey to SK, 14 June 1848.
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1852 appear to have been the follow ng: Johanna Baggot, John
Donohoe, Peter Dunworth, Mchael @uiry, John Herlihy, Mark
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17. This person was Edward Lloyd of Heathfield House in
Bal | i nruane. | thank Liam Ilrwin who, in his letter to ne of
COct ober 1998, corrected an error | had made on Lloyd’ s identity.

18. Probably Daniel Power, a landowner in the Ballingarry
district who, in 1852, also held about 40 acres of the VWarren
| ands on Kilmhil.

19. Vincent to SK, 7 and 18 Novenber 1846.

20. Vincent to SK, 26 Decenber 1846.

21. See, however, note 14.

22. Richard Hol nes to Sergeant Warren, 7 June 1847; John Gaff ney
to Sergeant Warren, 23 June 1847.

23. Vincent to SK, 24 Novenber, and to J.R Stewart, 26 Decenber
1846.
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Septenber 1848 Sankey wote to SK “Mchl, Fitzgerald is an
invalid and unfit to go to Anmerica. He wants £20 the anount
fornmerly offered himin case he renmai ned at hone”.

25. Sankey to SK, 14 June and 14 Septenber 1848.
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