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STRATFORD S ROBERTSTOWN ESTATE DURI NG THE 1840s

by Desnmond Norton?

| . I ntroduction

In the late 1980s and early 1990s, the author acquired about
30,000 letters pertaining to estates, in various parts of
I rel and, managed in the 1840s by Messrs Janes Robert Stewart and
Joseph Kincaid (denoted SK in what follows). Based in Dublin
this firmwas then the nost inportant |and agency in Irel and.
Until they becane the author’s property, the |l etters had not been
read since the 1840s. Addressed mainly to SK, they were witten
by | andl ords, tenants, clergynen, civil servants, financiers,
shi ppi ng agents, SK's |ocal agents, etc. The author has been
researching themin preparation of a study entitled Landl ords,
Tenants, Famine: Business of an Irish Land Agent in the 1840s.
The letters of Co Linerick interest pertain to the estates of
Gertrude Fitzgerald near Kilmallock, to the |ands of Sergeant
Warren in the Ballingarry district, and to sone of the properties
of Colonel Stratford. It is correspondence on the latter which
is the primary focus in the present essay, which draws on draft
Chapter 10 of the | arger study near conpletion. It is inportant
to note that the SK correspondence was not witten for
publication, or for purposes of propaganda; hence, except when
the witer of a letter was seeking sonme form of favour, it is
pl ausi ble to take the view that the SK correspondence depicts
general ly accurate perceptions of reality on several estates in
various parts of Ireland during the 1840s.

Apart fromlands in Care, Col onel John Stratford al so owned wel |
over 2,000 statute acres in several townl ands in the Barony of
Shanid, Co Linerick? Most of these were opposite Aughinish
I sl and. Al though the townl ands were | ocated in three different
parishes -- mainly in the parish of Robertstown but also in the
pari shes of Shanagol den and Loghill -- it was common to refer to
these Stratford properties as constituting the Robertstown
estate. The townland of Robertstown was in the centre of the

property. The tidal part of the Robertstown R ver separates
Aughi ni sh I sl and, on t he Shannon estuary, fromthe nmai nl and. The
fact that some of the Stratford townlands -- in particular,
Ardaneer, Churchfield, Dysert and |Islandmacteige -- were

contiguous to the Robertstown River neant that they could be
subj ect to serious flooding at tines of high tides conbined with
high w nds: hence, adequate protective enbanknents were
essenti al .



Between the late eighteenth century and circa 1840, the
Robert st own estate was hel d under a |l ong | ease by Lady C onbr ock,
who resided in the vicinity of Ahascragh in Co Gl way3. The
exi stence of this | ease neant that even if he had wi shed to do
so, Stratford coul d not have i npl enented any i nprovenents on the
estate during those years. Lady C onbrock sublet all* or nost of
the estate to a m ddl eman naned Stephen Di ckson, who had di ed on
sone date shortly before February 1841. On 10 February 1841, his
brother, Richard D ckson of Linerick Cty, wote to SK

Having rec'd no answer to ny letter to Col. Stratford
except through you, | beg to know whether it is his
intention to entertain ny proposal of taking a |ease
of Robertstown during Lady Conbrocks Ilife, &
receiving a sum of noney to fine down the rent. I
have | aid by a sumof 5000 £ for this purpose .... In
case of our agreeing | should wish to renpove the
excessi ve popul ation of paupers by sending them to
Arerica & locating themthere. The expense attendi ng
this necessary neasure & the season now bei ng at hand
for such a renoval mekes it desirable for ne to know
soon whether | amto prepare for it or not.

Di ckson, who was a clergyman®, added the postscript: "I should
expect a Lease for Ever".

At an advanced age, Lady C onbrock di ed® around the begi nni ng of
June 1841. Probably on the advice of SK (who commenced as active
managers of Stratford' s Linerick estate early in 1841), Stratford
decided not to grant a lease to Dickson, whose tenancy was
termnated. On 5 June 1841, Dickson wote to SK

During the short tine the [tenancy of the Robertstown]
property was mne | hope | took as nuch care of it, as
if it were to have continued, pernmanently so, & | was
particular in the renoval of obnoxious characters from
the Estate .... In doing so | had the advantage of
the active & zeal ous exertions of the excellent agent
| enployed (M Arthur Vincent, son of the [Church of
Ireland] O ergyman of Shanagol den Pari sh’) whose | ocal
know edge of the property & of every individual upon
it enabled him to select such as would be good
tenants, while he renoved the bad, & considerably
reduced their nunber .... It would be inpossible for
you to obtain the services of a person better
qualified than M Vincent, to advance your object [of
devel opi ng the estate].

Three days later -- on 8 June 1841 -- Dickson again wote to SK

May | take the liberty of recommendi ng the Bearer of
this, Janes Mran, a nost respectable & intelligent



tenant at Ardaneer, to you for the situation of Driver
[ie., bailiff] on the property fallen by the Death of
Lady C onbrock, as he has acted in that capacity for
me wth zeal & activity, & ... he ... 1is a
consci entious fearless person in the discharge of his
duty, a character essentially & peculiarly necessary
upon that Estate.

In line with D ckson's recommendations, SK appointed Arthur
Vi ncent as principal |ocal agent, and Moran as bailiff, on the
Robertstown estate. Vincent's salary was about £55 per annunf.
He was not a tenant on the Stratford lands in the pre-fam ne
years; however, his brother Berkeley was. This brother died in
1845, and in 1846 Arthur Vincent becane a tenant on the Stratford
| and formerly occupied by the brother®.

Al though Stratford seens to have visited his Robertstown estate
on no occasion in the 1840s, he did subscribe to the dispensary
at Shanagol den?°. Like his brother Edward Wngfield whose
estates in Sligo were also managed by SK, he was a Tory in
politics. He firmy opposed pressures for repeal of the Act of
Uni on between Geat Britain and Ireland. During the Spring and
Sunmmer of 1843, Daniel O Connell held a series of "nonster
neetings" on the issue. Stratford expected his tenants to stay
clear of such agitation for repeal. On 31 July 1843, Vincent
wote to JR Stewart from his and his father's residence at
Shanagol den House:

| enclose Col Stratford's letter; on recei pt of which
| apprised the tenants of the Col's sentinents "wth
regard to the repeal". And al though there was an
i mense neeting near this [place] on Sunday | ast, not
a tenant on the Estate attended it, and they said, if
Ireland had many such | andlords, no repeal would be
wanted: as the crowds were marching through, the
tenants were groaned, and hooted, at for not foll ow ng
them .... The Priests headed each party, all
marching in regul ar order.

Vincent again referred to the tenants' stance on the issue of
repeal when he wote to JR Stewart on 29 August 1843:

| received yours of the 25th enclosing Col Stratfords
pl easi ng answer about his tenants not joining the
Repeal ers. They are all very happy at not doing so as
he seens so nmuch against it. They are still greatly
persecuted and | am held up to public scorn for
attenpting to notice the tenants on the subject.

Stratford's views on the matter of religion seem to have been

simlar to those of his twin brother: he may have been a bigot.
It should, however, be recognised that as a nenber of the
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Establ i shed Church, it was only to be expected that Stratford
woul d contribute to that Church: it cannot be concluded, just
because Cat holics contributed to their Church, that they too were
bigots. 1n 1841 Stratford wote that "the approval of the Parish
Priest has little weight on ne"!. Wen JR Stewart first visited
t he Robertstown estate, in 1843, the Rev Mortiner Collins, Parish
Priest of Shanagol den, sent or handed to him a witten
conmuni cation'? requesting that he use his influence wth
Stratford "regarding the chapel of Robertstown”. This, he
i ndi cated, had "no gate, no yard, wall, no fence, nor enclosure
of any kind to defend it fromthe intrusion of aninals of every
description, not to nention the nui sances deposited by them not
infrequently at the very doors of the Chapel". Rev Collins
added:

At the time of its being built, | refrained from
maki ng any application to the Hon' ble proprietor of
the soil, knowi ng the incone accruing to himthen out
of Robertstown was inconsiderable: but I hope he wll
not consider it in any way intrusive now to request

t hrough you, that he will have the goodness to order
the Chapel yard to be walled in for us .... | wll
erect pillars of cut stone and an iron gate at ny own
expense.

Facing the main road fromLinerick Cty to Foynes, the Catholic
church at Robertstown today has three old walls surrounding its
sides and rear, thus preventing farmanimals fromentering the
church grounds from nei ghbouring fields. The SK correspondence
provides no evidence on the question of whether Stratford
assisted intheir construction. However, the correspondence does
I ndi cate that he was happy to assist the Church of Ireland, both
on and off his estates. Thus, on 13 April 1848, Rev David Witty
wote to Stratford from the vicarage in Foynes, informng and
requesti ng:

I  have established a school in the parish of
Shanagol den, which the Lord has entrusted to ny
mnistry for the last year, with great trouble and
agai nst very great opposition, in connexion with the
Church Education Society. The opposition to the
project was so great that | could only get one person
in the whole place to set a house to ne for the
pur pose, and that one, that is both too small, and
unsuitable in every way, besides the |ease of the
person | have it fromis al nost expired, and when that
occurs | shall lose it altogether. Thirty four
children attend it daily .... Had we [l arger]
accommodati on we shoul d have had upwards of seventy.
The Reformation Society is going to assist nme to build
one [a school house] and therefore knowi ng you to be
di sposed to pronmpte Scriptural education anong the
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peasantry ... | hope you will not refuse to assist
ei ther by an annual subscription or donation, or the
accommodation of a site as near the village of
Shanagol den as convenient .... Since | cane here
thirty seven have left the church of Rone under the
nost unfavourabl e circunstances.

On 17 April 1848, Stratford wote to SK stating that the
clergyman's letter "ought to be attended to in a reasonable
manner & which | leave to your discretion". Witing on his
brother's behalf on 5 June, Edward Wngfield instructed SK to
donate "about £5, which is one 6th of the sum required".
Stratford donated a further £5 in July®® and it nay be the case
that he granted a further £5 in August!*. On the thirteenth of
that nonth, Rev Whitty infornmed SK that "the School is going on
wel | notw thstanding that the tinmes are so unpropicious and the
converts generally standing resolute tho' greatly persecuted".

Stratford assi sted Church of Irel and m ssioners el sewhere. Inthe
early 1840s he contributed to the Ventry and Dingle Institution
in Kerry, as well as to the Loochoo Mssion (in China?). And
late in 1848 he infornmed SK that he had "witten to the Rev'd
Edward Nangle to call on you for Ten Pounds, as a subscription
to the Charitable Achill Mssion"* (in Co Myo).

Il. Squaring the Land and ot her Pre-Fam ne | nprovenents

In the early 19'" century, much of the land in western parts of
Ireland was held under a systemcalled rundale. Land was held
in common by tenant farners, and was usual ly divided anong t hem
so as to ensure that each of themreceived a share of both the
good and the bad land. In practice this neant that an i ndi vi dual
tenant could be farm ng several strips scattered over various
fields, and because there were few fences, the system gave rise
to di sputes over the exact definition of the strips to be farned
by an i ndi vi dual tenant, who was sonetines periodically swtched
fromone strip to another. This system involved economcally
sub-opti mal use of land. On several of the estates managed by
the firmin the early 1840s, SK sought to term nate the system
The process of assignnment of distnct bl ocks of |and to individual
tenants — who now usually got only one block of land - was
generally called “the squaring of the |and”.

One of Vincent's first mpjor tasks as SK agent was to oversee
rationalisation in the structure of holdings -- the squaring of
the land. This inplied getting rid of several small tenants,
nost of whomhad hitherto been virtually | andless. On 9 Cctober
1841, he wote to SK

I have just received the Ejectnents and shall have
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themserved according to your directions w thout delay

Il will want nore copies, as fromthe number of
Cbttlers and Cabin occupiers those you sent will not
be sufficient.

Vincent again referred to ejectnent in a letter to SK in
Decenber ¢:

| am nobst anxious to get rid of those wetched
paupers, and will exert nyself to do so. | amsorry
the Habere [a wit issued by a plaintiff after
obt ai ni ng judgnent in ejectnment!’] runs out so soon as
the 11th Jan'y [1842], as it wll be dreadful if we
are obliged to turn them on the world at that
i ncl ement season. If it ran to March at which tine
Em grati on commenci ng we woul d have no pity for them

In view of the considerations just outlined, on 11 January 1842,
Vi ncent requested SK to have the Habere (which may have applied
inprincipletothe entiretenantry of the estate, thereby giving
SK the power to quickly eject any tenant) renewed. |f the Habere
did apply generally, it would have given SK sone flexibility in
shifting tenants fromone | ocation to anot her during the process
of squari ng.

Many of those who were renoved fromthe Robertstown estate at the
time of squaring received assistance to emgrate. There had, in
fact, already been some emgration to America fromthe estate
before SK started to provide assistance: a letter from Vincent,
witten in Decenber 1841, refers to the plight of a tenant naned
Sheahan who had nine children and a wi fe at hone; Vincent advi sed
himto go to Anerica, "where he has two sons already"?®. The
sunms which SK provided to individual famlies in assisted
em gration fromthe Robertstown estate were probably quite small
Thus, on 22 Decenber 1841 Vincent wote to SK

Al t hough you have given ne the liberty of assisting
those poor cottiers to emgrate | should |Iike to have
your advice on the matter, as to what you thought
woul d be right for nme to give. What has struck ny

mnd to offer, is, one pound to each nenber of the
famly young & old, but not to confine ne to this sum
where | saw a little advance was necessary. | think

£100 or £150 [plausibly close to £15,000 in
pur chasi ng power of the year 2000] in this way would
cl ear off a good many paupers.

The | evel s of paynent contenplated by Vincent in Decenber 1841
did not satisfy all of the cottiers. Vincent therefore suggested
that sone of them should be offered nore. On 29 January 1842,
he wote to SK



There are six famlies on [the townland of] Srul awn
[ Srool ane] conprising in all 37 individuals who | ook
to us for assistance to Emigrate .... | ... told them
that they m ght expect £1, each. This does not at al

seemto suit themand they say we may keep this nuch
as it would be of little or no assistance to them|to
go to Anmerica]l. The very least which I think wl

gquiet themis £2 each, and as we are not likely to
have many nore applications | would be for giving it
to them

The sunms paid to emgrants fromthe estate in 1842 are unknown.

Late in 1841, Martin Carroll, a |l and surveyor, canme to the estate
to plan the squaring of the land, as well as sonme new roads for
access. As on other estates investigated in the |arger study at
present near conpletion, it was not the case that all of the
tenants were content with the squares projected for them in the
present context by Carroll and Vincent. Two of the tenants
indicated their objections in petitions which they sent to
Stratford hinsel f! in February 1842. | n Decenber 1841, Vincent
wote® to SK: "That horrid fell ow Janes Bridgeman i s not at al
satisfied at what is allowed him He wants all his forner
hol ding”". On 1 January 1842, Vincent reported to SK

Janmes Bridgeman brought a plough & pair of horses
yesterday and commenced sowi ng wheat in a part of the
farm which is not intended for him | went to the
ground & as | did not see Bridgeman | ordered the
pl oughman to desi st, otherwi se | should summon himfor
trespass. He did not stop for nme so | had him
sumoned for the next Petty Sessions.

It seens that Janmes Bridgeman, along with nmany or all of the
ot her tenants on the | ands to be squared, had an ej ect nent decree
out st andi ng agai nst him but that none of themhad been execut ed.
Not e that the existence of such a decree, or decrees, would have
given SK | everage in inducing tenants pronptly to nove to their
new y assi gned squares. On 11 January 1842 Vincent wote to SK

| this day took the Bailiff and a party of the Tenants
wth nme to dispossess him [Bridgeman], but before
going to his place I called on M Carroll to cone and
shew ne the different divisions so as to give those
they were intended for, possession .... He Janes
refused to give up; and just as | was setting the nen
to pull down his house, sone of his friends broke in
hi s door which he had fastened inside, and brought him
out, and they begged of me there to grant him his
par don. Hs wfe clung to nme and cried nercy. I
could not resist the call and stopped further
proceedi ngs. So the remai nder went off quietly and
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gave the possession to those the farmwas divi ded out
for, according as M Carroll shewed ne their several

boundaries .... | feel assured this act towards M
Bri dgeman, t hough  undeserved, wil | nmeet your
appr obat i on. In justice to the tenants | nust say

they acted entirely as | w shed, and were quite ready
to support the Bailiff in the execution of his duty.

Fol I owi ng the events of 11 January 1842, it is |likely that Janes
Bri dgeman noved peacefully to his newly assigned holding: in the
early 1850s there was a Janmes Bridgeman farmng close to 10
statute acres of Stratford |l and on the townl and of Robert st own?®.
Anot her tenant refused to nove. This probably neant that he was
given no |l and on the estate, and it probably benefited a w dow.
Thus, on 10 January 1842 Carroll the surveyor wote to Kincaid:

The fields marked No.s 32 & 33 in Shrul ane [ Srool ane]
are yet to be disposed of, Edward O Donnell having
refused themas not being suited to him They contain
about 1la. 2r. Op. | would propose to give them for
the present to Wdow Maddi gan who was renoved from
Dysert, where she had hel d about two acres for upwards
of forty years. She has in consequence of her renoval
been reduced to great distress and if you have no
objection to this arrangenent | would be glad of it as
| recommended her renoval from Dysert.

Al t hough sonme of the |land on the estate was not to be squared
until the Autumm?? of 1843, it seens that npbst of the tenants had
nmoved to their new holdings by the end of February 1842. This
meant that new houses had to be built. Also, some new roads had
to be constructed for access.

Many of the houses, or cabins, to which the tenants were noved
were in a very dilapidated state. They therefore sought
financial assistance fromSK to repair, or, nore frequently, to
bui | d. In a letter to SK, 29 January 1842, Vincent proposed
"that we will give slate and tinber which they will buy as cheap
as they can and bring us the dockets for paynent”. This was the
practice which was nost often adopted; however, in sone cases
paynent of a fixed sumin cash was agreed in advance. Most of
the new houses, which were wusually built by the tenants
t hensel ves, were slated rather than thatched. Apart from the
fact that the houses would |ast |onger, an advantage of this
practice, as Vincent pointed out in various letters, was that the
straw coul d be saved for manure. For exanple, on 1 August 1842,
Vi ncent wote to Kincaid:

Thos. Kelly of Hazelfield [townl and] who we arranged
should renove to his brother Mch'ls farm has been
with ne respecting his house which is ready for
roofing. M [John, not to be confused wth Janes
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Robert] Stewart [an agricul tural adviser enployed by
SK on various estates] nmade an estimate of the cost of
Slate and Tinber. He thinks about £7-10 woul d do all
and as the poor man is now living in the wetched
Cabin you saw his brother in which is not fit for
Pigs, it would be a great act of kindness to give this
al l omance, and nore particularly so, as it will spare
straw which is so nuch wanted in Hazelfield to nake
manur e.

Vincent againreferred to dilapidationinaletter to JR Stewart,
5 July 1843. Referring to two tenants in Dysert, he wote:

[John Barrett's] house is in a very tottering state
and is not worth losing to repairs. He has a |large
famly and is greatly inconveni enced not having room
John Lynch has a snmall house, only the kitchen and one
room This house is a good one for the size but
having a famly of twelve he is obliged to have them
all nearly sleeping in one room and as he has no
offices this house would answer those purposes well,
by buil ding a confortable house for hinself. As this
is the nost idle nonth of the sumrer ..., should you
sanction their building they could do so now better
than at any other tine.

Apart from receiving assistance in building their houses, sone
tenants obtained financial aid for the construction of farm
of fices. For exanple, on 17 March 1843, Vincent inforned Kincaid
that "John Connors offices are 60 feet |ong and 16 broad in the
clear, containing a Dairy, Stable and Barn. The Tinber, Slates
and Laths cost £32-8-2". 1In July 1843, Vincent recomended t hat
Patrick Madi gan be all owed £12 for slates and ti nber on a stable
and cowhouse which he wanted to buil d®.

Witing from Shanagol den on 27 April 1843, JR Stewart reported
to Kincaid:

I am not | confess satisfied about the Houses, as |

think they mght have been nuch better & nore
commodi ous w thout any additional cost to Col

Stratford by the walls being two or three feet higher
... and | suspect they have been nore | avish of tinber
in the roofs than if they paid for the tinber
t hensel ves.

Apart fromthe planting and harvesting seasons, the building of
structures on the estate was in progress fromearly in 1842 unti |
late in 1843. On 19 Cctober 1843, Vincent wote to SKi "I think
we wont have many nore applications for building".

Al ong wi t h housebui | di ng, 1842 was a year in which sone new r oads
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were constructed on the estate. On 29 January 1842, Vincent

informed Kincaid: "I wll order the roads to be conmmenced
i mredi ately". The roads in question had been planned by Martin
Carroll, the surveyor, as works of utility rather than as devices

for enpl oynent-creation. Some of the work was perforned directly
by the tenants thenselves, for which they received allowances
agai nst rent; however, it appears that nost of it was conducted
by hired |abour, under the supervision of John Stewart, the
agriculturalist?. It is probable that the |abourers were paid
about one shilling a day: on 14 June 1842, Vincent wote to SK
that "the usual wages given to Labourers in this country is a
shilling a day wi thout feeding. Wen fed they generally get 10d,
and in sonme cases only 8d when the Landlord makes a specific
agreenent when setting a house and plot of ground for Labour".
The road works were virtually conpleted® by Septenber 1842.
Their construction neant that in 1846, when nmany roads were built
el sewhere as public works, Stratford' s Linmerick estate was anply
endowed wth wuseful roads. Thus, sonme of Stratford's
i nprovenents in 1842 and 1843 were to have adverse effects on his
tenants during the fam ne.

In a letter of 5 March 1842, Vincent inforned SK that "the tide
rose to afrightful extent .... It broke the bank [al ongsi de the
Robertstown River] ... & inundated all the low lands to a great
extent". John Stewart, the agriculturalist, first arrived?® on
the estate in April 1842, and was gi ven accommodati on by Moran?’,
the bailiff, in Ardaneer?:. One of his first tasks was the
recruitnment of I|abour for the clearance and w dening of the
Robert st own River?°, In the Summer of 1843 he supervised the
repai r of enbankments al ong the river3. However, on 15 Cctober
1844, he wote to SK that the tides had again cone over the
enbanknments at Dysert. Thus, he was obliged to supervise "a good
repairing"3 in Novenber 1844.

In the Autum of 1842, Vincent and John Stewart turned their
attention to drainage®:. It seens that nobst of the drai nage was
conducted directly by the tenants thensel ves, on their own | ands,
under Stewart's supervision. On 31 Decenber 1842 Vincent wote
to SK

Draining is going pretty well. Foley of Knocknabooly
[townl and] is doing a great deal and doi ng a wonder f ul
good to his farm.... One place where the cows have
been drowned in forner years is now so dry that the
COWs can grass upon it .... | have got Anbrose to
begin furrow draining .... Ed. Denpsey has also

conmenced furrow draining.

On 11 February 1843, Vincent inforned SK that "the tenants are
draining pretty generally and the drains appear to be all well
done and judiciously laid down". JR Stewart visited the estate
in April 1843. On the 27th of that nonth he reported to Kincai d:
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"l have been over a good deal of the Estate and |ike very nuch
what Stewart has been doing or getting done by the tenants”.
More extensive drainage works in progress during the Wnter of
1843-4 invol ved the enpl oynent of hired | abour .

John Stewart oversaw ot her i nprovenents in the topography of the
estate. Very shortly after his arrival, he went to the townl ands
of Craggs and Hazelfield, and marked out two places for sinking
wat er punps which, according to Vincent, "the tenants here are
in the greatest need of, being conpletely run dry"34 It is,
however, probable that Stewart's nost inportant contribution to
the estate was in inducing the tenants to change their nethods
of husbandry. One of his first requests -- in April 1842 -- was
that SK shoul d send down a turnip barrow, because "he coul d not
get it in Linerick"*. Unlike the potato -- which was mainly for
human consunption -- the turnip was a multiple purpose crop
which was relatively free from disease. On 7 June, Stewart
informed SK that "nost of the farners are sowi ng a few turnips.
| got a good many of themto sowrye grass and clover"”, to enrich
the nitrogren content of the soil.

On 1 August 1842, Vincent reported to SK that "if this lovely

weat her continues a great deal of wheat will be fit for the
si ckl e next week. Everything is | ooking nost cheering to the
farmers". However, referring to the wheat on 19 August, Vi ncent
wote to SK that "never did | see farners nore disappointed.

Fromits appearance before being ripe all expected a full average
crop but nowthe fields showthe quantity far short, besides the
great injury done by the summer stornms in breaking the stal k".
On 7 Septenber, John Stewart explained to SK as foll ows:

The cause of the bad wheat is this. Were they find
a good spot of ground they crop it with potatos and
wheat alternatively for 10 or 12 years and not giving
the | and good manure .... [they] will never have good
wheat until they change their way of farm ng.

On 31 Decenber 1842, Stewart wote to SKreferring to the Wnter
wheat :

There coul d not be a better | ooking growh of wheat at
this tine of the year, but what | amafraid of is that
the ground is exhausted to continue the growth until
the ripening season, that is, that the wheat loses its
gromh before the ear is fully full. Another thingis
when there i s not sufficient nourishnment in the ground
to ripen wheat, the stalk |oses the sap and falls to
the ground and that becones useless. This | am sure

to be the cause of such a bad crop of wheat .... This
Estate has been croped with wheat for a great nunber
of years past. Now the only renmedy is to get the

tenants to sow as nuch as possible of their lands with
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clover and grass seeds .... | have tried to inpress
[this] upon the whole of the tenants.

There was a linme kiln on the estate in Ardaneer?. John
Stewart's letter of 31 Decenber 1842 indicates that several
tenants had been supplied with linme earlier in the sane year, and
that they were expected to pay for it. Thus, he wote:

Lime is in good demand for manure but none of the
tenants who got |ine before and has not paid for it is
to have any nore until they pay for the first, but
such as got none before is taking it.

Aletter dated 1 March 1845, from Vincent to SK, indicates that
t hose tenants who obtained |ine fromthe person who operated the
kiln were then in receipt of an all owance from SK of two and one
hal f pence per barrel?.

Consistent with a desire to encourage inprovenents in the
practice of husbandry, it seens that SK provided sone form of
assistance to Joseph, son of one of Stratford's Co Linerick
tenants nanmed Patrick Bridgenan. Joseph Bridgenman studied
practical agriculture between 1842 and 1846. However, the nature
of SK' s assistance is not clear?.

John Stewart was optimstic when, on 8 June 1845, he wote from
Robertstown to SK:

| amglad to state that crops of all kinds are | ooking
very well here. | amsure when M Kincaid see[s] the
clover crops on this Estate that he wll say that he
saw no better this year. For instance Janes Wil sh of
Robertstown was offered 3/- per perch for his clover
& yet they are grunbling to pay for the seed | got
them | ast year .... There is a good many of the
tenants sowing turnips ... and sone of themare using
guano. | amalso glad to say that the nursery [which
seens to have been set up only recently by Stewart] is
doing very well. | shall have 40000 Thorns fit for
planting out [in order to grow fences] next wi nter as
fine as ever | saw

[11. Rents and Di stress, 1842-5

The reader may have inferred from the foregoing that the pre-
fam ne years under SK's agency nust have been a period of
prosperity on the Robertstown estate. However, this was not the
case.
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On 5 March 1842, Vincent wote to SKi "The Tenants | fear wll
not be able to neet us well [in paynent of rent] as they nade
noney of alnost every grain of corn they had to clear off M
Di ckson's arrears".

Fol | owi ng a reconmendati on by Vincent, SK granted abat enent s* --
whi ch were once and for all -- in the rents in the Spring of
1842. However, relief of rent could not have been of nuch use
to | andl ess | abourers. On 4 June 1842, Vincent reported the
plight of "many poor | abourers who were in great distress, as
great distress prevails here just now from the want of general
work and the high price provisions have risen to lately". In
this context, Vincent added that the timng of the comencenent
of sone works of inprovenent, which involved the hire of
| abourers, was fortunate.

Vincent's rent receipts fromthe estate renai ned poor throughout
1842. This nmeant that during the Summer, he had to wite to
Dublin asking for noney to be sent down to pay the |abourers.
On 14 June he sought £40 "to neet the next pay day and pay off
ot her energencies", and on 22 June he asked for £100. On 12
Decenber he reported to SK that one reason why he was "very
unsuccessful in collection of the arrears” was that al though sone
of the tenants had sone wheat, oats and pigs, they were keeping
them "expecting a rise in the markets which | fear there is no
chance of ".

For one tenant in 1843, a nmarriage settlenent was the source of
the rent. On 11 February 1843, Vincent wote to SK

Janmes Denpsey who buried his wfe on Xmas Eve, | hear
is going to be married and is getting £150 fortune.
This will nmake hima good tenant. | hope it is the

case as he is deeply in arrear and has no neans
wi t hout selling sonme stock which he cannot wel|l spare.

Denpsey was again a nmarried* man by 3 March 1843.

Rent receipts fromthe tenants in general remained poor in 1843.
On 12 CQctober, Vincent wote to SK that "wheat is very bad and
prices low. Loud calls on all sides for abatenments”. One week
later -- on 19 Qctober 1843 -- he explained to SK

| am very sorry you think that | have not exerted
myself to make the Tenants pay their balances of the
Septr. 1842 rents .... | did not like, from the

agitation and the excited state of the country all
| ast summer, to distrain [ie. to seize assets in lieu
of rent] as | feel quite certain we could not get
bi dders for a single beast.

In this passage Vincent was referring to the agitation for the
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repeal of the Union between Great Britain and Irel and, incl uding
O Connell"s "nonster neetings". It may al so be the case that he
was scared by tales of events in neighbouring Co Tipperary of
which JR Stewart mght have informed him 1In April 1843, JR
Stewart wote to Kincaid fromLinerick City, and stated that a
passenger on the coach upon which he had travell ed had provided
himw th "details of nmurder and outrages as we cane from Roscrea
to Nenagh, every turn in the road opening a view of sonme H Il or
House where there had been a scene of violence .... | start at
9 o'clock on a car for Askeaton & hope to be at M Vincents at
1 o' cl ock"“.

Vincent again referred to distraint in a letter to SK dated 1
March 1845, in which he reported:

| have been endeavouring as nuch as possible to get
rent fromthe wi dow and small cotters w thout going to
extrenes but as | cannot succeed by quiet nmeans | find
| must have recourse to distraining which I wll do
i mmedi ately everywhere | find neans.

The SK correspondence provides no evidence that any tenant was
ej ected fromthe Robertstown estate between the Spring of 1842
and the end of 1845. Nor is there any evidence, over the sane
period, that any of Vincent's threats of distraint were
i npl enent ed.

In a letter to SK dated 7 July 1845, John Stewart wote to SK
from Robertstown descri bing an experience, the formof which was
to be repeated on many occasions and in many places during the
famne. He inforned as foll ows:

| conmenced sinking the small river fromEl |l aha bog on
this day week. | got on very well last week with it
but I had to stop the work today on account of so many
men crowdi ng about ne for work. Sone of them wanted
work right or [wrong. So | ... stoped the work for
the day .... The poor about here are very ill off.
The are comng in crowds to ne asking for enpl oynent.

There seens to have been a partial failure of the potato in the
Robertstown district in 1843. On 7 June of that year, Vincent
wote to SK that "nunbers are conplaining of a failure in the
general sowi ng of the potatoe crop". On 5 July, however, he
reported to SK that "I dont think there will be near the anount
of failure in this crop that was dreaded".

What is generally known as “The Great Irish Fam ne” foll owed
wi despread failures of the potato crop in Ireland late in 1845
and its total failure in 1846. The earliest indication in the
SK correspondence of the partial failure of the potato on the
Robertstown estate in 1845 is in a letter from John Stewart to
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SK, 29 COctober 1845, in which he reported:

| cannot find a single field that the rot has not nade
its appearance in .... M Vincents potatoes were
reported to be all gone. | went to exam ne them and
found the above statenent to be the fact. \Wen the
pot at oes are dug dry and the pits well ventilated I
think puts a check to the rot. In low danp wet
situations hereabouts the rot is nmuch worse.

Vincent wote to SK on 8 Novenber, indicating his concern:

Not hi ng can be worse than the state of the potatoes.
| fear all wll be lost before Xmas .... Fam ne
stares us in every quarter if the cornis not left in
the country.

As was al so the case on sone other estates, the potato failure
of 1845 does not seemto have had any i mmedi ate adverse effect
on rent receipts. In Novenber, Vincent sent SK £165 in half
not es*?, and Stewart Maxwel | of SK was el ated when he wote to JR
Stewart from Shanagol den on 13 Decenber, reporting: "W have got
a splendid receipt on this Estate £1250 and perhaps may get a
little nore". However, Maxwell's degree of success was not to be
repeated in the few years which inmedi ately foll owed.

V. Fam ne
Rel i ef

A Relief Commttee, of which Vincent was both Vice Chairnman and
Treasurer®, was forned at the beginning of April 1846. As
explained by Vincent in his letter to SK dated 18 April, on the
second of that nonth the Conmttee first net at Shanagol den

for the purpose of getting subscriptions to purchase
I ndi an Meal and ot her provisions to be disposed of at
prime cost to the distressed in this neighbourhood
. [This] wll keep down the high price which
huxters generally take advantage of in country

Vill ages when a scarcity prevails .... The only steps
taken as yet by the Committee ... is their having
taken a house to store and sell Indian Meal ... &

directing the Secretary to apply to the different
| anded proprietors for subscriptions.

In the sanme letter of 18 April, Vincent reported:

Several neetings have been held to pronote public
wor ks of various kinds .... | amsorry to say that
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none of the intended works cone at all near our
Robertstown district as the roads about t he
nei ghbour hood are all so good .... | think we wll
have to make out sonme work on the property.

Because few (if any) of the Robertstown tenants were enpl oyed on
public works early in the Summer of 1846, SK' s agents sought to
contrive schenes of useful enploynent on the estate. A high tide
had flowed over the enbanknents of the Robertstown River in
February, causing much fl ooding. Late in that nonth, John
Stewart recommended that "the whole of the banks on this Estate
wants a thorough repairing except the few breaches that was
repaired | ast year"*. In May, Vincent recommended very nmaj or
works on the |ands contiguous to the river?. None of these
proposed wor ks was conducted during the Sunmer of 1846.

I n June 1846, John Stewart recomrended a new road i n Robertstown,
work on which was in progress on 9 July, when Stewart wote to
SK that "the road could not be better laid out to suit all
parties”.

On 7 October 1846, Vincent reported to SK, stating that fourteen
new programmes of public works had been granted for the barony
of Shanid (in which the Robertstown estate was | ocated).
However, they had not yet commenced. He added that the works
were wurgently needed, because "the people are conducting
t hensel ves with great propriety under the great sufferings. The
potatoes are all gone fromthe |abouring class and nothing can
equal the awful state they arein". On 10 October, Vincent wote
to SKthat "the Indian Meal has risen to 2/- per stone this day.
What a mstake it was in Governnent allow ng the nerchants such
a nmonopoly in trade. A starving population will never be content
withthis state of affairs". If alabourer, with awfe and five
children, was fortunate in obtaining enploynent, the nost he
could expect to earn was 1/- a day. dven the price of neal

with this sumhe coul d buy only seven pounds weight of it -- only
one pound of neal per person in his famly. Vincent feared that
there would be outbreaks of violence on the estate. On 25

Oct ober he wote to SK from Shanagol den

There have been two |arge neetings of the people in
Askeaton within the | ast week. The Bakers shops have
been plundered of all Bread .... Di scontent is
begi nni ng here but no outrage as yet. Several houses
have been visited within the | ast week and deprived of
arnms, anong the rest Moran [the bailiff] whose gun was
taken. A M Mssy ... was attacked last night. He
was [away] from home. They took his gun, a case of
pistols & two swords. A worman in her fright |eaped
out of a wi ndow and broke her back. She is in a dying
state. There was a very |arge neeting here this day
by Proclamation for Enploynent of the Poor
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Captai n Kennedy attended on the part of the Board of

Wrks. | dont know what the result wll be, but the
peopl e are nost pressing and | fear if not i mediately
set at work nothing wll keep them quiet. They

assenbled in the Village from all quarters and the
crowds were imense and very turbul ent and i npudent.
Bel i eve ne we have very serious tinmes before us.

On 31 Cctober, Vincent reported to SK

| wish very nuch the Govt. would set [proposed public
wor ks on] the Robertstown Enbanknent in progress as we
want enpl oynent in that quarter greatly. There are no
[ public] works of any kind struck of f near Robertstown

and the poor are in nuch distress. | has obliged to
enploy a few nen to stop the heavy breaches on the
Banks | ately broken by the storm .... You have no
idea of the state we are in here. | went to Linerick

this week to purchase Indian Meal for the Relief
Commttee and could only get 5 ton in all the Gty
: The people are getting into despair and a resort
to the stock [of animals] is greatly to be
appr ehended. Nunmbers leaving this [district] are
selling off so nuch that stock have fallen greatly [in
price]. The fairs are thronged with cattle and no
buyers to be found for them all apprehendi ng the sane
danger. God only knows when this calamty wll end.

It seens, pending the provision of adequate enpl oynent, that SK
tried to purchase neal for distribution on the Robertstown
estate?. A letter to SK dated 1 Novenber, from WH Hall*’, an
agent in Linerick Cty, reported that "at present there is no

Corn Meal here of any kind for sale .... The last price of
Indian Corn Meal was £18 per Ton .... Supplies are daily
expected & with your sanction I will purchase 2 Ton the first

opportunity".

It woul d appear that public works on a large scale were not in
progress in the Robertstown district until Decenber 1846, when
Vincent wote to SK asking the firmto use its influence at the
Board of Wrks to secure an appointnent for him in the
di strict?.

The Need for Seed Pot at oes

On 28 February 1846, John Stewart wote to SK

We are all consternation about the potatoes having the
seed decaying so fast. A failure of the grow ng crop
is greatly dreaded. Nunbers of the poor are now quite
out of provision .... | fear we have no pleasant
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prospect before us this sumer.

On 18 April, Vincent asked SKto intervene on the matter of seed
pot at oes. Thus, he wote that "the first and nost inportant step
to be considered [by SK] in nmy opinion for the future would be
to send if possible a supply of good seed to be distributed in
smal | portions anong the tenants”.

SK i medi ately contacted WH Hall who, on 24 April, informed the
firmthat "there are not any sound seed potatos for sale at our
quays [in Linerick]. A cargo is daily expected to M Abrahant®

Seedsman from Lincolnshire .... On arrival | wll conmunicate
with you & M Vincent". Vincent next considered the possibility
of getting the seed from Cork City -- from M Bew ey of the

Society of Friends. On 27 April, Vincent wote to SK that "we
have no chance of procuring seed potatoes from Cork for the
Robertstown tenants in as nuch as there are no Boats plying or
sufficiently seaworthy to enpl oy at Foynes for the trip”. On the
foll owi ng day, however, WH Hall informed SK that "the cargo of
seed potatos ... arrived .... She [the ship] has 100 Tons of
apparently fine Seed & which is selling @10 pence per stone".
Early in May, Vincent sent for tw tons of this seed, for the
Rober t st own t enant s°°.

Rent s
On 10 February 1846 Vincent infornmed SK

| sat at hone this day waiting for the Robertstown
tenants to pay after the Fair of Rathkeale, but to ny
surprise Dan Healy [?] was the only person who paid
hi s bal ance. | know they can pay well but the fear of
a scarcity is keeping themall back. | gave themto
next Monday, the Fair of Askeaton which after that
some do not come forward | shall have to distrain.

A letter from Vincent to SK, 19 February 1846, is the only
definite indication that Vincent had distrained properties of
tenants on the Robertstown estate. This action paid off: on 28
February, he was able to send SK first half notes for some £135
fromthe Robertstown tenants.

On 10 Cct ober 1846, Vincent wote to SKthat he feared "very nuch
that rents will be very hard to get in this year". Gven the
potato failure, the high price of neal, and the |ack of
enpl oyment, this expectation was hardly surprising. Referring
on 31 COctober to the tenants on the Robertstown estate, Vincent
informed SKi "I am not getting in any rent fromthem. On 13
Decenber, he indicated to SK that Maxwell had just visited the
estate on a noney-gathering tour, and that "Maxwel | was wild with
the tenants which | hope it may have the effect of bringing in
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nore of the Defaulters on tonorrow'.

Unfortunately, the SK correspondence does not contain a single
letter from the Robertstown estate in 1847. However, rent
recei pts in that year may have been satisfactory, given the hard
tinmes. This is inferred from a letter of October 1848 from
Stratford to SK, in which he wote: "I shall be glad to hear from
you ... whether the tenants are likely ... to pay their Rents,
as last year [1847] tho | cannot expect to the sane extent. |
hope there will be no great difference"®. However, earlier in
1848 Stratford had witten: "I cannot expect paynent of Rents
to any amount"®2. It nmay be the case that sone of the tenants
felt that Vincent pressed too hard for the rents in 1848: on 7
Septenber of that year, Stratford wote to SK that he was "very
sorry to see in the Papers sone tine ago that M Vincents house
[ Shanagol den House] was attacked & plundered”. On 20 Decenber
1848, JR Stewart, who had just cone from Shanagol den, sent from
Linerick Cty a letter of credit (a financial instrunent
facilitating transfer fromone bank account to another) for £320
as an enclosure. |In the acconpanying letter, he stated that "I
think a good deal nore will be paid to Vincent".

The SK correspondence does not reveal any cases of ejectnment from
t he Robertstown estate during the fam ne years. Furthernore, the
letters contain no evidence of distraint after February 1846.
However, these observations nust be qualifiedin viewof the fact
that the letters for 1847 are entirely mssing, while those for
1848 are very thin.

Em gration

It seens that there was sonme em gration fromthe estate at a very
early stage in the famne: on 19 February 1846, Vincent i nforned
SK:

A few of the Cottiers on the Robertstown Estate are
inclined to Emgrate. WII you allow nme to give them
sone al | owances on getting their hol di ngs t hrown down.

| think it would be well to | essen them

In a letter dated 6 March 1846, fromLinerick City where he was
attending the assizes (and where "several cases for nurder are
to be tried"), Vincent again referred to the cottier em grants.
He explained that "they never had any |and nore than a cabbage
garden .... | should think that £20 should cover the whole".
However, the latter sum was not acceptable to the cottiers, as
a group. On 17 March, Vincent reported to SK

Wth respect to the allowances you would give the

Cottiers on giving up their Cabins | cannot get one
who wi || accept of £5, as all their other effects when

19



sol d woul d not nmake as nmuch as woul d pay their passage
to America. Wat they look for is £2 for each nenber
of the famly. In former years the people had their
pot at oes whi ch afforded them great assistance towards
emgrating but this year we have themnot. Even the
few who want to sell can hardly get buyers as in | ess
than a fortnight half the Barrel of potatoes will be
decayed .... | fear the landlords will have to give
assi stance in sonme shape or other to the support of
their tenants this sunmmer and | think £100 could not
be better converted than in thinning the poorer
portion of Cabins on this property.

Apart fromthe cottiers early in the year, emigration to America
fromthe Robertstown estate in 1846 seens to have been low. A
letter fromVincent to SK, dated 26 April, nentions two tenants
who had recently gone to Anerica; however, the correspondence for
1846 provides no further nention of emgration fromthe district
to Arerica. As already indicated, the correspondence does not
contain a single letter from the Robertstown estate in 1847

However, it is likely that there was sone assisted em gration
fromthe estate in the Spring: as is indicated in Chapter 9 of
the larger study fromwhich the present essay is drawn, early in
1847 Vincent supervised a programre of emgration of sone of
Stratford's tenants in Clare. The only subsequent reference to
emgration from the Stratford lands is in a letter dated 20

Decenber 1848, posted in Linerick City by JR Stewart. In this
he indicated that he had just cone from Shanagol den, and he
added: "I have arranged for Exporting 3 or 4 famlies & if we

were nerely wanting to get people off could send | ots nore. But
of course | only send those who have | and & whose Rent whi ch t hey
are unabl e to pay would [fromnew tenants] soon cone to the Cost
of Em gration".

V. C osing Qobservations

Many of the tenants on the Robertstown estate regarded Stratford,
JR Stewart and Kincaid as paternal figures who w el ded great
i nfluence, especially in the context of obtaining enploynent for
t hem One such tenant was Cornelius O Shea, a nenber of "a
nunerous and helpless fanmly on 3 1/2 Acres of Land"®*® on the
townl and of Robertstown. On 18 January 1842 he wote asking
Kincaid to help himobtain an appointnent in the Water Quards;
he did, however, add that "if this cannot be obtained anything
whi ch your goodness nmay deem proper is acceptable to ne". On
sonme date (probably early) in 1843, he decided totry JR Stewart.
Stating that "he considers hinself a Burthen to his father", and
describing hinmself "a good Scholar and able to fill many
Situations”, he again sought "a Situation in the Water Guards or
any other Situation that your Hon'r would be pleased to place
hi m'>4.  On 13 Novenber 1843 he delivered a |l etter to Shanagol den
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House, addressed to JR Stewart who was presunmably then staying
at the Vincent residence. It read: "I take the liberty to cal
to your mnd the pronm ses you nmade nme on your former visit to
this Estate which was that you would get ne a situation in the
Dublin Police. By doing so you would confer an everlasting
conplinent on ne".

Young O Shea was still on the Robertstown estate early in 1846
when he decided to go to London to see Stratford hinself. On 10
March of that year, Edward Wngfield (Stratford's tw n brother)
wote to SK from Stratford Place (John Stratford's residence in
London), as foll ows:

A gosing lad of the nane of Cornelius O Shea called
here at 6 o' clock inthe nornng with a letter fromM
Vi ncent recomrendi ng himfor a situation in the Custom
House. A greater sinpleton you never beheld, nor a
nore foolish act could anybody do than to send a poor
booley [a seasonal cowherd] like him on such an
expectation wthout any previous notice on the
probability of success & wthout a penny in his

Pocket t. | hope he got safe back with his bag of
Coaths & the assistance ny brother conpassionately
gave himto pay for his return. | mention this that

you may wite to M Vincent, who ought to have nore
sense than act so foolishly & put the poor young
fellow to such fruitless trouble & expense.

O Shea's subsequent fate is unknown. |t appears that there were
no O Sheas® residing on Robertstown townland in 1852.

On 17 March 1846, Vincent replied to a conmunication fromSK in
regard to O Shea's visit to London:

| regret nuch having sent Cornelius O Shea to London
but as Col. Stratford interested hinself about a
journeyman [a qualified nmechanic or artisan who works
for another] named Flem ng | ast year, the people here
think he can get anything he asks. | will be nore
cautious in future how | act in this way.

Vi ncent was not consistently "nore cautious": in a letter from
London to SK dated 17 April 1848, Stratford noted: "Wth this |
send you ... an application from a Mchael O Connor for a

situation under CGovernnent, with a certificate fromM Vincent,
which | returned to O C telling him | had no Interest with
Gover nnent, of which M Vincent sh'd have nentioned to him & not
have encouraged him to cone here at considerable trouble &
expense".

It was not the case that all of the requests by Robertstown
tenants for the use of "influence" to obtain enploynent for them
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ended in failure. Thus, on 22 Decenber 1841, Vincent wote to
SK:

Cornelius Madigan & Philip Stack begged | would
mention to you how nmuch obliged they feel for all the
trouble you have taken to get them provided and as
there is no prospect of your getting themeither into
the Life Guards or the Blues, they will join the Cty
of Dublin Police. They wll call upon you the second
Thursday in January.

Al as, however, for poor Madigan: he failed to pass exam nation
by the police doctors in Dublin®.

Stratford and his Dublin agents received several petitions from
the Co Linerick tenants concerni ng matters ot her than enpl oynent.
An exanple is that addressed to JR Stewart at Shanagol den House
in 1846 (no exact date provided). It was witten by a tenant on
Craggs townl and naned Conor Ki nane, who "Hunbly Shewet h":

That Petitioner begs leave to state that his three
orphan Sisters are confined to the bed of sickness for
the last ten weeks | abouring under a malignant fever
during which tine he has lost all his little neans to
nourish themwhile in that state. The small quantity
of potatoes which ... had been intended for their
support these hard tinmes he had to sell, also a pig
whi ch he intended to have hel ped himto pay his rent,
toget her with other things too tedious to be nmentioned
here had to be sold in order to nourish these patients
as above nenti oned.

That they are now in a surviving state if they had
sufficient nourishnent. But the little neans being
exhausted renders them truly mserable, suffering
under poverty, msery and destitution.

May it therefore please M Stuart [JR Stewart] to take
Petitioners case into his humane consideration by
representing the State of these unfortunate beings to
the Honourable Wngfield Stratford for sone relief.

How JR Stewart responded is unknown. However, a letter to SK
dated 25 Cctober 1846 indicates that Stratford was prepared to
assi st individual tenants who were in a state of destitution
In this he wote as foll ows:

| have just rec'd the enclosed. | think it right to
know fromyou or M Vincent, whether the Petitioner is
in the situation she represents herself to be .
Sh' d she however turn out to be greatly in want | am
willing to assist her, but at all times & particularly
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just at this tinme when universal Distress is visited
on the County, many inposters will take advantage of
it & msrepresent the condition they are in o
Consi der where Charity is to be dispensed, anong ny
Tenants, & the | ower cl asses & assist themaccordingly
everywhere, in the best manner.

The foregoing suggests, although he seens to have been a
religious bigot, that John Stratford held generally humane
attitudes towards his tenantry. SK, the firmwhich managed his
estates in Ireland, and many of that firnms enployees, also
i ndi cat ed conpassi on towar ds t hose bel owthemin the econoni ¢ and
soci al ordering. On the several estates throughout Ireland
managed by SK in the 1840s, formal ejectnent was relatively
infrequent, and then it was inplenented as a neasure of | ast
resort (in sonme cases because those ejected were believed to be
crimnals). On the various estates which the firmmanaged, SK' s
typi cal approach to tenants seriously in arrears was as foll ows:
First, if the tenant had assets, SK sought to distrain those
assets in lieu of voluntary cash paynments of rent. Second, if
a tenant had no assets of significance, and if SK believed that
the tenant was not viable in the long run, then SK sought
“voluntary” surrender of the land, usually in exchange for
conpensati on upon departure. |In several cases the initiative for
surrender of a hol ding, in exchange for conpensation, cane from
the tenant. Conpensation often took the form of a contribution
towards the famly’' s passage to Anmerica, and/or provision of
clothing for the passage. Wen SK sought “voluntary” surrender
of land from a tenant whose viability was deened hopel ess and
when the tenant refused to surrender, then SK tended to seek an
ej ect nent decree. This of course involved tinme (usually several
nont hs after the service of a Notice to Quit) and explicit |egal
costs at Court: hence, it was in SK's own conmercial interests
to avoid having to seek formal ejectnent decrees. Even in those
cases i n which ej ect nrent decrees were obtai ned, we cannot be sure
that the tenants were termnally ejected: the SK correspondence
of the 1840s, conbined with the Giffith Valuations of the 1850s,
i ndi cat e many exanpl es of tenants on vari ous est at es agai nst whom
ej ect nrent decrees were i ntended or sought, but who were still on
their holdings in the 1850s (indicating that the ejectnents were
not termnally executed). These observations nay surprise sone
readers. However, a great deal of evidence on the points raised
i medi atel y above will be found i n several chapters of Landl ords,
Tenants, Fam ne.

NOTES
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1. The author is Senior Lecturer in Economcs at University
Col | ege Dublin. In connection with the present project, he
t hanks t he Busi ness Research Progranme, M chael Snurfit G aduate
School of Business, UCD, for financial assistance. In the
present essay, sone words ms-spelt in letters from which
extracts have been quoted have not been corrected. In ny own
text (as distinct fromthat in quoted extracts) placenanes are
generally spelt as in official publications of the 1850s and
1860s.

2. County of Linerick, Barony of Shanid conprising a portion of
The Unions of din, Newcastle & Rathkeale, Primary Val uation
General Valuation Ofice, Dublin 1852. Note that the Val uation
does not list Stratford as imediate |essor of every townland
which he owned (as revealed in the SK correspondence) in the
Robertstown district in the 1840s.

3. Letter from Janes O Donnell, (addressee not indicated), 6
Decenber 1799; Anbrose Leet, Directory to the ... Noted Pl aces
in lreland, Second Ed., Brett Smth, Dublin 1814, 113.

4. It is probable that the D cksons rented the entire Robertstown
estate: a letter from R chard Dickson to SK, 11 June 1841,
i ndicates that his half year rent charge, paid to SK, was £327- 3-
1

5. Leet, 383.

6. Richard D ckson to SK, 5 June 1841.

7. Only the tower of the Church of Ireland structure at

Shanagol den remai ns today. According to Patrick Mngan of
Shanagol den (aged 89 in 1998), services were held in the old
church until circa 1915, and apart from the tower, the church

bui | di ng was denol i shed around 1940.

8. JR Stewart to Kincaid, 28 June 1841. Vincent was also paid
travel I i ng expenses.

9. Vincent to SK, 17 March 1846; County of Linerick, Barony of
Shanid ... Primary Val uation, 1852, 90.

10. Vincent to SK, 12 October 1843.

11. Stratford to SK, 14 Cctober 1841.

12. Rev Mortinmer Collins to JR Stewart, 27 April 1843.
13. Edward Wngfield to SK, 12 July 1848.

14. Rev David Waitty to SK, 13 August 1848.
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15. Stratford to SK, n. d., October 1848.
16. Vincent to SK, n. d., Decenber 1841.

17. In the 1840s, after obtaining judgnent in ejectnent, the
plaintiff had to enforce it by issuing a wit of Habere (Latin
infinitive "to have"), addressed to the sheriff of the county in
which the land was situated. The sheriff had to make a Return
(a witten confirmation of what he had done) to the wit if it

was execut ed. If the wit was not enforced within a certain
period, no Return was made and, in order to nmake it legally
valid, the Habere had to be renewed. | thank Andrew Lyall of the

Faculty of Law at University College Dublin for these details.
18. Vincent to SK, n. d., Decenber 1841.

19. Wdow Leahy to John Stratford, n. d., February 1842, and
Bridget Ryan to John Stratford, n. d., February 1842. See also
John Enright to Edward Wngfield, n. d., Decenber 1841.

20. Vincent to SK, n. d., Decenber 1841.

21. County of Linerick, Barony of Shanid ... Primary Val uation,
1852, 89.

22. Martin Carroll to SK, 11 August 1843.
23. Vincent to JR Stewart, 20 July 1843.

24. Vincent to SK, 25 April 1842; John Stewart to SK, 7 June
1842; Vincent to SK, 22 June 1842.

25. Vincent to Kincaid, 1 August 1842, and 3 March 1843.
26. Vincent to SK, 7 June 1842.

27. Vincent to SK, 23 April 1842; John Stewart to SK, 7 Septenber
1842.

28. Barrington Son & Co to SK, 1 Septenber 1845.
29. Vincent to SK, 4 June 1842: John Stewart to SK, 7 June 1842.

30. John Stewart to SK, 7 June 1843; Vincent to SK, 15 and 31
July 1843.

31. John Stewart to SK, 2 Novenber 1844.
32. Vincent to SK, 27 August 1842.

33. Vincent to SK, 23 Decenber 1843.

34. Vincent to SK, 19 April 1842.

25



35. Vincent to SK, 19 April 1842.
36. Ednund Wal sh to Kincaid, 24 March 1842.
37. See also Stephen Anbrose to Kincaid, n. d., January 1845.

38. In a letter to SK dated 17 January 1845, Joseph Bridgenman
mentioned that he had spent three years studying practical
agriculture. He stated, given the small size of the farm held
by his father from Colonel Stratford, that he was "nore
encunbrance than help to hinf. He therefore asked SK to secure
for hinmself an appoi ntnent on the Dublin and Cashel |ine of rail,
on whi ch work had recently conmenced. However, he was a student
at an agricultural college in 1846. On 16 April of that year,
Vincent wote to SK "Enclosed | send £2-10 from Patrick
Bridgeman for Board & Tuition due in advance for his son".
Giffith's Valuation of 1852 indicates that Patrick Bridgenan
then held 53 statute acres of Stratford |land on the townl and of
Robertstown. Today, a Peter Bridgeman resides and farns, at the
edge of the estuary of the Robertstown River, on the townl and of
Robertstown. As is indicated in Chapter 7 of the |arger study
near conpletion, in 1848 an agri cul turali st naned Peter Bridgenman
cane fromthe Stratford estate in Co Linerick to the Wngfield
townl and of Coolrecuill in Co Sligo in order to supervise
i nprovenents there. It is very likely that this Peter was
related to the aforenenti oned Joseph Bri dgeman.

39. Vincent to SK, 4 April 1842.
40. Vincent to SK, 3 March 1843.
41. JR Stewart to Kincaid, n. d., April 1843.

42. Vincent to SK, 18 Novenber 1845. Transm ssion of half notes
was a common nethod of securely transferring noney through the
post. One half of a given banknote would first be sent. Then,
follow ng recei pt of an acknow edgenent to the sender that the
first half had arrived at the intended recipient’s address, the
second half would be sent.

43. Vincent to SK, 27 July 1846.
44. John Stewart to SK, 24 February 1846.
45. Vincent to SK, 7 May 1846.

46. It mght have been the case that sone of the neal was
I ntended for Stratford's Clare estate.

47. Listed by | Slater, National and Comrercial Directory of
I rel and, Manchester and London 1846, Section on the Towns of
Munster, 265, as house, |and and i nsurance agent, 16 Thomas St,
Li meri ck.
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48. Vincent to SK, 13 Decenber 1846.

49. John Abraham & Sons, 8 Georges St, Linerick. See Slater
Section on the Towns of Minster, 262.

50. Vincent to SK, 7 May 1846

51. Stratford to SK, n. d., Cctober 1848.
52. Stratford to SK, 1 February 1848.

53. O Shea to Kincaid, 18 January 1842.
54. O Shea to JR Stewart, n. d., 1843.

55. County of Linerick, Barony of Shanid ... Primary Val uation,
1852, 89.

56. Vincent to SK, 22 January 1842.
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