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1. Introduction

The literature on the food situation in developing countries has
demonstrated that food security is highly dependent upon the
stability of world food markets. Indeed one aspect of the problem
of food insecurity is defined in terms of the fluctuations of
world food prices (Bigman/Reutlinger, 1979; Sarris, 1980;
Valdés/Konandreas, 1981; Bigman, 1982). There are, however, coun-
tries who are not exposed to world market instability, but they
nevertheless still face the influence of external factors on
their food sectors which significantly affects their food secu-
rity policy options. One example of such countries are Botswana,
Lesotho and Swaziland (the BLS countries) who with the Republic
of South Africa are members of the Southern African Customs Union
(SACU) . The BLS countries are characterized by a relatively high
dependence on food imports and food aidl, and food security is a
major policy objective in these countries. Food security in the
BLS countries is affected by SACU membership both directly and
indirectly. The direct effects arise from the fact that the re-
gulation of food markets in the Republic Of South Africa deter-
mines the import prices of the BLS countries. Indirect effects
result from SACU-induced linkages and income effect52 in the
non-food sectors of the BLS countries which can lead to changes

in food consumption in these countries.

This analysis is concerned with the direct impacts of the regu-
lation of food markets under SACU on food security in the BLS
countries. There are two basic rules in SACU determining trade in
food and non-food products (Ettinger, 1974; Maasdorp, 1986). The
first of these is that common tariffs exist for trade with the
rest of the world. The second is that the internal market of SACU
represents a free-trade area. The common external tariffs of SACU
are fixed by the Republic of South Africa. These rules of SACU
link the agricultural price policy in the Republic of South Afri-
ca with food imports and food security in the BLS countries. It
is the objective of this paper to investigate this linkage which

has been hitherto ignored in the literature. The paper analyzes



quantitatively how the agricultural policy of the Republic of
South Africa affects food security in Botswana and particularly
how this was transmitted via the rules of SACU during the period
1969-84.

The analysis begins by describing the institutional relationship
between agricultural price policy in South Africa and food secu-
rity in the BLS countries. Section 3 considers empirically what
impacts agricultural policy in South Africa has had upon the food
import sector of Botswana, and the magnitude, trends and instabi-
lities of these economic variables are investigated. The analysis
is based upon econometrically estimated food import demand equa-
tions for Botswana. Section 4 takes into consideration the ef-
fects of the customs union remittances received from SACU by
Botswana. The effects of customs union membership, as they apply
to food security in Botswana are tested by the hypothesis as to
whether the joint impact of the external tariff policy on food
and of customs union revenues was positive or negative. Finally,
in section 5 the main results of the analysis are summarized and

suggestions for further research are indicated.



2, The Institutional Relationship between Agricultural Price
Policy in the Republic of South Africa and Food Security in

the other Countries of the Southern African Customs Union

The Southern African Customs Union Agreement of 1969 is the for-
mal basis for the current cooperation between the Republic of
South Africa and the BLS countries3. The agreement contains .
amongst other things the rules which apply for both food and
non~food trade within the customs union. Import, excise and sales
duties are set for the external trade of SACU by the Republic of
South Africa. For food products, a close relationship exists
;between the tariff policy and the national agricultural policy of
South Africa. Through the tariff policy the BLS agricultural and
.food policies are in effect constrained and determined by that of

South African agricultural and food policies.

The national agricultural policy of South Africa has a number of
general aims and objectives which are similar to those found in
other customs unions (Koester, 1986). Agricultural policy in
South Africa aims to stabilize and support prices for its far-
ﬁefs4; The wheat and maize markets are regulated by monopoliétic
marketing boards, paying the producer a fixed price and selling
on international and domestic markets at different prices. Do-
mestic food consumption is subsidized by the bread subsidy (Moll,
1984).

The degree of protection has been higher for agricultural pro-
ducts with a self-sufficiency ratio which approximates 100%, e.g.
wheat and maize, than it has for typical export products 1like
sugar. In tendency, a higher degree of protection in a South
African agricultural product implies a higher import prices for
the BLS countries in that product than would be the case in an

agricultural product with a lower degree of protection.

Table 1 gives some empirical evidence on the close relationship
between the import prices in BLS countries and Southern African
prices., It shows that Botswana's maize and sugar import prices
are highly correlated with the producer prices for maize and

sugar in the Republic of South Africa.



Table 1: Correlation Coefficients Between Food Import Prices in

Botswana and Agricultural Prices in the Republic of
South Africa, 1969-84°%

Prices in Botswana Maize import Sugar import

price price
Prices in

South Africa

Producer price for yellow maize 0.89%* 0.80*

Producer price for sugarcane | 0.90%* ~ 0.83%

* Statistically different from zero at the 0.1%~-level of sta-
tistical significance.

& The logarithms of prices in Rand were taken in all cases.

Source: Authors' calculations with data from FAO, Trade Yearbook.
' Rome, various years, and Department of Agricultural Sta-

tistics and Marketing (1986), 1986 Abstract of Agricul-
~tural Statistics. Pretoria, tables 7 and 29.



3. The Impacts of Agricultural Price Policy in South Africa on
Food Security .in Botswana: A Quantitative Approach for
1969-~-84 ‘

A joint agricultural price policy in a customs union theoreti-
cally may lower or raise import prices, imports, and import ex-
penditures for the members of the union. Where a price-stabiliz-
ing agricultural policy is pursued this may increase or decrease
the instability of food imports and food import expenditures
since this will have similar effects to those of the established
relationship between price and earnings instability (Herrmann/
Schmitz, 1984). South African agricultural price policy, as it
operates through the rules of SACU,‘affects the prospects of food
security in Botswana. The purpose of this paper is to empirically
analyze how Botswana was affected by the South African price
policy in agriculture. The definition of food security adopted is
an aggregate definition and is considered as the ability of
food-deficit countries to meet target consumption levels on a
year-to-year basiss. The definition excludes distributional ef-
fects within Botswana and as a consequence it is only the import
side of the food security issue which is examined. It is assumed
that food security will be enhanced if food imports increase,
food import expenditures decrease and the instability of food
imports and food import expenditures decrease as a consequence of
membership of the customs union. The definition includes the
level of instability of food imports on a year-to-year basis and
the analysis covers the period 1969-84.

3.1 The method of analysis

The influence of South African agricultural price policy on Bots-
wana's food security can be analyzed by comparing the actual
situation which results from membership of SACU with a benchmark
situation which would exist were Botswana no longer a member of
that union. The existing and the hypothetical import situation of
Botswana are explained as follows. The small-country assumption
would .apply in both the actual and hypothetical situations.



Hence, the import price p is exogenously given, in the existing
SACU situation as the import price determined by South Africa
(Es) and in the hypothetical non-SACU situation {(p*) as the world
market price (pw):

= _ . ") * = D
(1) p=pg i (1')y p o
A loglinear import demand function is introduced for Botswana's

food import demand in both situations:
(2) q = apg ; (2') a* = ap .

g (g*) indicates actual (hypothetical) imports and € is the price
elasticity of import demand. a is a parameter of the import de-
mand function characterizing the influence of non-price variables
as well as stochastic influences on imports. The impacts of SACU
on import prices, imports, and import expenditures for various
food products can now be derived from the equations (1) to (2').
Welfare impacts will be additionally measured by applying the
traditional surplus concept to the import marketG:

(3) aw = ! P (ap®)dp.

: Py

Generally, the actual prices, quantities, and expenditures for
food are given from published statistics. The unobservable pri-
ces, quantities, and expenditures in the hypothetical situation
are quantified as follows. The average world import price is used
for Ew‘ In order to calculate g*, Ew and the observed a

{ = q/(ﬁg )} can be used, but price elasticities of import demand
have to be computed additionally. Therefore, food import demand

functions for Botswana will now be estimated econometrically.
3.2 Food import demand functions for Botswana

Import demand functions for Botswana are estimated econometri-

cally for cereals, maize, and sugar. Cereals and sugar are the



two major agricultural import goods of Botswana. Their share in
the country's agricultural import value was 43.4% on average for
1983—857. The results of this empirical analysis are presented in

Appendix 1.

The estimation results confirm economic theory8: Import demand
for cereals, maize, and sugar increases if the import price falls
and income rises. The income variable used is the gross domestic
product of Botswana. Import demand for maize and cereals increase
with a declining availability of arable agricultural products in
Botswana. This availability is measured via the sum of food aid
and domestic production in arable agriculture. All the estimated
elasticity coefficients are at least at the 10%-level of sta-
tistical significance different from =zero, given a two-sided
test.

The point estimates of price elasticities of import demand are
-1.96 for cereals, -2.36 for maize, and -0.57 for sugar. Given a
statistical level of significance of 95%, the confidence inter-

val9 for the true price elasticity of import demand is

(4) ~-3.8993 £ ¢ £ -0.0205
for cereals,

(5) -3.3407 s ¢ £ -1.3797
for maize, and

(6) -~ -0.7702 5 ¢ £ -0.3654

for sugar. For the resulting impacts of SACU on import expendi-
tures, it is very important whether the price elasticities of
import demand are absolutely lower or higher than 1. On the basis
of (4)-(6), a clear-cut answer can be given for maize and sugar,
but not for all cereals. Whereas each calculated price elastici-
ty is significantly different from zero, the statistical signi-

ficance level of 95% only allows the conclusions that the true



price elasticity of maize import demand is absolutely higher than
1 and that of sugar import demand is absolutely lower than 1.
Although the true price elasticity of import demand for cereals
may be lower or higher than -1, the point estimates of the
elasticities will be used for all the following calculations.

3.3 The influence of the Southern African Customs Union on the
variables of Botswana's food import sector

Based on the methodological a?proach shown in section 3.1, the
impacts of the agricultural policy within SACU on the level of
import prices, imports, import expenditures, and economic welfare
are calculated for Botswana. Table 2 shows average impacts for

the period 1969-84. The following major results can be derived:

1. The single most important agricultural import product for
Botswana is cereals. For 14 of the 16 years during 1969-84,
the membership of SACU increased Botswana's import prices
for cereals. It has lowered imports and due to the price-
elastic import demand it has also lowered Botswana's import
expenditures if this is compared to the hypothetical situ-
ation of importing at world market prices. Only in 1974 and
1975, vyears with booming world market prices, the reverse
was true. On average for 1969-84, the trade-weighted import
price for Botswana increased as a consequence of customs
union membership by 24.2%. Imports decreased by 24.3% and
import expenditures were by 5.9% lower than they would have
been in a non-customs union situation. The price—increasing
effect of South African agricultural policy lowered economic
welfare in the cereals markets of Botswana in 14 of the 16
years. The average annual welfare decrease in the period
1969-84 amounts to 3.4 million $.

2, Within the group of cereals, the imports of maize had a
share of 22% in the import bill in the period 1983-85. The
rest accrued to other cereals, including wheat flour with a
share of 34% in the cereal import bill and rice with 10%.

Table 2 disaggregates Botswana's cereal imports into those



Table 2: Impacts of the Southern African Custams Union on the Levels of Import
Prices, Imports, Import Expend%;ures, and Economic Welfare in the
Food Sector of Botswana, 1969-84

Situations With Southern | Without Southern| Policy-induced
_ African African Change (%)
Variables Custams Union Customs Union

Import prices ($/t):

Cereals: 187.80 151.17 +24.2
- Maize: 125.01 131.95 -5.3
- Other cereals: 211.87 155.60 +36.2
Sugar: 296.10 382.98 -22.7
Food: 219.13 194.98 +12.4
Imports (t):
Cereals: 57116 75418 -24.3
- Maize: 15829 14121 +12.1
- Other cereals: 41287 61296 -32.6
Sugar: 23249 17572 +32.3
Food: 80366 92989 -13.6
Import expenditures (1000$):
Cereals 10726.3 11401.2 -5.9
" - Maize: 1978.9 1863.3 +6.2
~ Other cereals: 8747.4 9537.9 -8.3
Sugar: 6884.3 6729.7 +2.3
Food: 17610.5 18130.8 -2.9
Economic welfare (1000$): b
Cereals: - - —3404b
- Maize: - - —84b
- Other cereals: - - -3320
' b
Sugar: - - +1753
Food : - - ~1651P

2 The numbers for imports and import expenditures characterize the arithmetic
means for the period 1969-84, the numbers for import prices characterize
trade-weighted arithmetic means for the same period. The hypothetical situ-
ation without Southern African Customs Union is modelled with the method
described in the text.

b Absolute changes in econamic welfare. The welfare levels in the situations

with and without the Southern African Customs Union are not camputed.

Source: Authors' calculations on the basis of Appendices 2 to 7.
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of maize and other cereals., South African maize policy
changed between the periods 1969-76 and 1977-84. In each
year of the period 1969-74, maize import prices in Botswana
were lower than if they had been imported at world market

priceslo. Maize import prices would have been higher outside

the customs union and import expenditures would also have

been higher, due to the price-elastic import demand. The
reverse situation existed during the period 1977-84, with
the exception of 1981. Higher maize import prices were the
outcome of South African agricultural price policy, which
led to a lower 1level of imports and import expenditures
compared to being outside SACU. The aggregate impact for the
whole period 1969-84 was dominated by the first years. Im-
port prices decreased by 5% and imports and import expendi-
tures increased by 10% and 6% respectively as a consequence
of the SACU membership. The impacts of the SACU membership
on other cereals determined the net impact on cereals.
Average impacts were parallel to those for cereals, but were
stronger in the magnitude. On average for 1969-84, the
membership of SACU led to an increase in Botswana's import
price for other cereals of 36%, a fall in both imports of
33% and in import expenditures of 8% if compared to the

hypothetical situation of importing at world market prices.

Sugar 1is not a protected import good in the South African
agricultural policy, but is historically an exportable sold

under world market conditions. Sugar is however subject to

'stock policy and in earlier periods was subject to the

International Sugar Agreement. However, lower transportation
costs can explain why sugar can be exported cheaper from
South Africa to SACU members than from other sources in the
world market. This held true for the whole period 1969-84,
except for 1977. Imports were higher than in the benchmark
situation (except for 1977), and import expenditures for
sugar were in most years lower. On average, SACU membership
lowered Botswana's import price for sugar by 23%, increased

imports by 32% and raised import expenditures slightly (by



2%). Due to the lower import price, Botswana's economic
welfare increased in the sugar market in 15 of the 16 years.

The average annual welfare gain was 1.8 million §.

4, An aggregate analysis of the impacts for the constructed
category "food" shows that the impacts for cereals over-
compensated those for sugar. The net welfare effect in Bots-
wana's food import sector was negative in nine and positive
in seven years. The average annual impact was a loss of 1.7
million $ in economic welfare compared to the hypothetical
situation of importing at world market prices. The weighted
food import price increased in most years, on average by
12%. The SACU membership led to a decline in food imports on
average by 14%. Due to the price-elastic food import demand,
it also led in most years to a decrease in import expendi-
tures. This decrease was always lower than 10%, and the

average impact reached -3%.

Table 3 gives additional information on trends in Botswana's food
import sector as a member and as a non-member of SACU. It shows
how the impacts of SACU changed over time during the period 1969~
84. The patterns of change are measured with the regression co-
efficients of various trend functions. The following results can
be derived from Table 3:

1. The welfare impacts of SACU on Botswana became more negative
over time in the cereals and food sector. In the course of
1969-84, the regression coefficients show an additional annual
welfare loss of 0.82 mill.$ for cereals and 0.62 mill.$ for
food. Both coefficients are statistically different from zero,
given a significance level of at least 95%. The per-caput
welfare changes due to SACU show a negative trend for cereals
and food, too, but only the coefficient for cereals is sta-
tistically different from zero. The trend of the SACU-induced
welfare changes in the sugar market is opposite to the trend
in cereals, but the coefficients are not statistically dif-

ferent from zero.
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- Bbsolute welfare impact:
- Welfare impact per caput:
Sugar:

Absolute welfare impact:
Welfare impact per caput:

Food:

Absolute welfare impact:
- Welfare impact per caput:

Table 3: Trends in Variables of Botswana's Food Import Sector in the Situa-
tions with and without the Southern African Customs Union, 1969-84
Situation With Southern African Without Southern
Variable Customs Union African Customs Union
{Import prices ($/t):
Cereals: +9 9% %% +6 ,8%**
- Maize: +9,1*%* +6 ,5%%%*
- Other cereals: +10,0%**
Sugar: +9.9%*% +9 1x**
Food: +10.0%** +7 ,8%*%
Imports (t):
Cereals: +2.0 +6.9
- Maize: +1.7
- Other cereals: +2.1
Sugar: +11.0%** +10,8%**
Food: +4.3 +6.8
Import expenditures (1000$):
Cereals: +11,9%** +13,7**
- Maize: +10.9%*
- Other cereals: +12,1%%*
Sugar: +20,9%** +19,9%**
Food: +14 , 3*** +14 5%**
SACU-induced changes in ecgncmic
welfare in the food sector :
Cereals:

~816.9%**
0. 80***

+193.8
+0.21

-623.1*
-0.59

* The regression coefficient of the trend function is significant at the
5%-level, ** at the 1% level, *** at the 0.1% level of statistical signi-

ficance.

The trends in the variables are measured with the regression coefficients

of loglinear trend functions. The coefficients are in percentage terms.

The trends in the welfare impacts are measured with the regression coeffi-
cients of linear trend functions. The coefficients are shown in 1000$ for
the absolute welfare impacts and in § for the per-caput welfare impacts.

Source: Authors' calculations on the basis of Appendices 2 to 7.
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2. The negative trend in the welfare impacts of SACU for ce-
reals and food as opposed to sugar is caused by different
growth rates of import prices in the situations with and
without SACU. The import prices for cereals and food in-
creased faster in the existing SACU situation than in the
benchmark situation of -importing from the world market: by
9.9 and 10% as against 6.8 and 7.8%. This is consistent with
an increasing level of protection in the cereals sector in
South Africa during the period 1969-84. The difference
between growth rates in import expenditures is less dis-
tinct. Although prices increased faster in the existing
situation than in the non-SACU situation, import expendi-
tures did not. For cereals and food, the faster growth of
import prices was overcompensated by a slower growth of
imports in the existing situation than in the hypothetical

situations under world market conditions.

It can be summarized from Tables 2 and 3, that the membership of
SACU resulted in a decrease in economic welfare within the food
sector of Botswana. This effect was dominated by the welfare-de-
creasing impact in the cereals sector. Moreover, a negative trend
was underlying the SACU~induced welfare impacts for food. Again,
the negative trend for the cereals sector determined the result.
The  underlying cause of this is that Botswana's food import
prices, particularly import prices of cereals, were higher and
grew faster in 1969-84 than did world market prices.

3.4 The influence of the Southern African Customs Union on in-
stabilities in Botswana's food import sector

The actual and the hypothetical time series for Botswana's food
import sector can also be used to measure the instability effects
of the membership in SACU. By use of a variance decomposition
methodll, it is possible to measure the magnitude of instabili-
ties as well as a decomposition of instabilities that are addi-

tively combined. Given a linear relationship

(7)) A=8B+C,
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the method allows the following decomposition of the variance of
A

(8) Var(aA) = Var(B) + Var(C) + 2 Cov(B,C).

From (8), percentage shares ‘can be calculated that are attribut-

able to the individual components:

{(9) SB = 100 -vVvar(B)/Var(A);
(10) SC = 100 -var(C)/vVar(Aa);
(11) SBC = 100 - 2Cov(B,C)/Var(a).

The variance and covariance terms are either calculated around
the arithmetic means of the series or the values of a linear
trend function, if a significant trend exists in the series.
Multiplicative relationships are linearized by using logarithms
of the original values. The instability of individual variables
is measured with the standard deviation that is compatible with

the chosen variance decomposition approach.

Table 4 shows the instability of import prices, imports and im-
port expenditures in the situations with and without SACU and
Table 5 presents the decomposition of the instability of the food
import bill in its major components according to equations (9)-
(11) . The most remarkable finding is that the membership in SACU
induced impacts on the instability of Botswana's food imports,
prices and expenditures that are crucially different from its

impact on the level of the respective variables:

1. The instability of the food import price under SACU was, with
a standard deviation of 21% around the logarithmic trend va-
lues, clearly 1lower than in the hypothetical situation of
importing at world market prices (35.6%). It is the stabiliz-
ing impact of the SACU membership on the import price for
cereals, especially non-maize cereals, that gave rise to this
result. On the other hand, the import prices for maize and
sugar were less stable in the existing situation than under

world market conditions.
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Table 4: Impact of the Southern African Custams Union on the Instablllty of
the Food Import Bill and its Components in Botswana, 1969-847(3)

Situations

Variables

With Southern
African
Custams Union

Without Southern
African
Custams Union

Policy-induced
Change

Import prices:

Cereals: 11.0 20.1 -45.3
- Maize: 25.1 17.1 +46.8
- Other cereals: 10.6 20.1 -47.3
Sugar: 44,4 35.2 +26.1
Food: 21.0 35.6 -41.0
Imports:
Cereals: 47.5 93.3b -49.1
- Maize: 68.6 88.0 -22.0
- Other cereals: 51.7 89.0 -41.9
Sugar: 25.2 21.1 +19.4
Food: 37.2 57.0 ~34.7
Import expenditures:
Cereals: 42.2 79. -46.7
- Maize: 55.1 89.5 -38.4
~ Other cereals: 44.2 75.4 -41.4
Sugar: 29.4 29.9 -1.7
Food: 24.2 29.0 -16.6
a

the actual values from the logarithmic trend values.

the coefficient of variation, is used.

Source: Authors' calculations on the basis of Appendices 2 to 6.

The measurexof instability is the standard deviation of the logarithms of

The instability measure of Cuddy/Della Valle (1978), which is derived from



Table 4 shows that the instability of food imports is rela-
tively high in Botswana, higher than the instability of food
import prices and food import expenditures. As food imports

are highly price-responsive in Botswana, the price-stabiliz-

'ing impacts of Botswana's SACU membership induced stabiliz-

ing impacts on food imports. The instability of food imports

‘was reduced as a consequence of the SACU membership from 57

to 37.2% and the instability of food import expenditures
from 29 to 24.2%. These impacts are caused by the stabiliz-
ing impacts on imports ahd import expenditures for cereals.
The imports of sugar were slightly more unstable in the SACU
situation than in the hypothetical situation, whereas the
import expenditures for sugar remained nearly unaffected by

the South African agricultural policy under SACU.

The variance decomposition analysis in Table 5 additionally
shows that the instability of the food import price would
explain a larger share in the instability of food import
expenditures in a non-SACU situation than in the existing
situation. On the other hand, the sugar price instability

would explain a lower part of the sugar import bill than in

~a hypothetical world market situation. Apart from those

changes, the relative importance of individual components in
the 1instability of Botswana's food import bill did not

significantly change due to its SACU membership.
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Table 5: Impact of the Southern African Custams Union on the Relative I.mportance of the Individual Components in the Insta-
bility of Botswana's Food Import Bill, 1969-84

: K
Situations With Southern African Without Southern African Policy-induced Change (%)
Custams Union Customs Union

Variables

Disaggregation of the instability in

the food import bill:

a) Import expenditures for cereals: 74.7 75.9 -1.6
Import expenditures for sugar: 8.1 10.8 . -25.0
Expenditures for cereals/sugar: 17.2 13.3 +29.3

b) Food import price: 75.4 150.9 -50.0°
Food imports: 236.8 . 385.6 -38.6

thereof:

- imports of cereals: 81.5 86.7 -6.0

- imports of sugar: 5.3 1.7 +211.8

- imports of cereals/sugar: 13.2 11.6 +13.8
Food import price/food imports: -212.2 -436.5 -51.4

Disaggregation of the instability in

the cereal import bill:

a) Import expenditures for maize: 31.5 6.6 +377.3
Import experditures for other cereals: 77.4 60.4 +28.1b
Expenditures for maize/other cereals: ~-8.9 33.0 -73.0

b) Import price for cereals: 6.8 6.4 +6.3
Imports of cereals: 126.7 138.7 -8.7

thereof:
- imports of maize: 12.2 7.4 +64.9
- imports of other cereals: 48 .4 60.4 -19.9
- imports of maize/other ‘
cereals: 39.4 32.3 +22.0
Import price/imports of cereals: -33.5 -45.1 -25.7

Disaggregation of the instability in

the sugar import bill:

Import price: 228.5 138.0 +65.5
Imports: 73.8 49.6 +48.8
Import price/imports: -202.3 -87.6 +130.9

Disaggregation of the instability in

the maize import bill: :

Import price: 20.8 0.2 +10300.0
Imports: 155.3 107.2 +44.9
Import price/imports: -76.1 -7.4 +928.4

Disaggregation of the instability in

the import bill for non-maize cereals:

Import price: 5.8 7.1 -18.3
Imports: 136.7 139.6 -2.1
Import price/imports: . -42.5 -46.7 -9.0

3 The variance decamposition is based on the egquations (8) to (11) in the text. The first two numbers in each decamposition
are the SB and SC values according to (9) and (10), the third number is the SBC value measured by (11). Multiplicative
relationships are linearized by using logarithms. In each case, variances are around-trend variances. .

b It is ignored that the covariance terms in the situations with and without SACU have different signs.

Sources: Authors' calculations on the basis of Appendices 2 to 6.



4. The Implicatiohs of Agricultural Policy and Customs Union
Remittances in the Southern African Customs Union for Food

Security in Botswana: An Extension of the Empirical Analysis

Up to this point, the implications of the SACU membership on food
security were analyzed on the basis of the import price effects
for food. This approach is incomplete, even from a partial-equi-
librium point of view. Botswana receives customs union revenues
from SACU for its imports, including its food imports. These
revenues would not exist in the non-SACU situation, unless of
course Botswana would tax its own food importslz. The analysis
now takes into account how the measured impacts change when the
food-related customs union revenues are added. Customs union
revenues A to Botswana (R) are calculated according to the for-

mula13

(12) R = 1.42 x (C+E+4S) - (i+p)/(I+P).

(C+E+S) indicates total collection of customs, excise, and sales
duties within SACU. i(I) is the total c.i.f. value at the border
for Botswana's imports (SACU), inclusive of customs and sales
duties. p(P) is the total value. of dutiable goods produced and
consumed in Botswana (SACU), inclusive of duties. Formula (12)
was applied on the imports of cereals and sugar to calculate the
food-related customs union revenue for Botswana. This revenue was
added to the welfare impact and subtracted from the impact on
import expenditures calculated in section 3. The results measure
the aggregate welfare and financial impacts of agricultural price
policy and customs union revenues under SACU on the 1level, the

trends and the instability in Botswana's food import sector.
Table 6 shows the following major results:

1. If the food-related customs union revenues are taken into
account, the magnitude of the impacts of SACU on Botswana's
food import sector are mitigated, but the direction remains
unaffected. On average for 1969-84, the food import bill is
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lowered from 0,52 to 0.25 mill.$ and economic welfare from 1.65
to 1.40 mill.$. There is still a negative trend in the impacts of
SACU on the food import bill, but the average annual change in
this impact is now -0.09 instead of -0.14 mill.$. The negative

. trend in the welfare impact of SACU over the period 1969-84 is
also weaker if the customs union revenue is taken into account:
-0.56 as against -0.62 mill.$.

Table 6: Implications of'Agricultural Policy and Custams Union Revenues under
the Southern %frican Customs Union on the Food Import Sector in Bots-
wana, 1969-84

Variable Implications of Implications of Agri-
Agricultural Policy | cultural Policy and
Customs Union Revenues

Average change in food
import expenditures (10008$): -520 -246

Average change in food im-
port expenditures (%): -2.9 -1.4

Average change in economic
welfare in the food import
sector (1000%): -1651 -1404

Trend in the impact on the
food import bill (1000$): -137.1% -93.0

Trend in the impact on
economic welfare in the-food
import sector (1000%): ~623,1%* =579 .1%*

Effect on the instability of
the food import bill (%): -16.6 -19.0

* The regression coefficient of the linear trend function is significant at
the 10%-level, ** at the 5%-level of statistical significance (two-sided
test). :

The impacts are measured by camparing actual values and hypothetical values
in a situation of importing at world market prices.

Source: Authors' calculations.



2. The food import bill, corrected downwards by the food-re-
lated customs union revenues, had an instability of 23.5% in
the period 1969-84. The instability of the food import bill
without customs union revenues was 24.2% in the actual
situation and 29% in the hypothetical non-SACU situation.
This means that the stabilizing impact of SACU on the food
import bill is even more distinct when the customs union

revenues are taken into account.

It can be concluded from Tables 2 to 6 that the import prices for
food in Botswana were raised above world market prices due to the
agricultural policy within South Africa. Hence, economic welfare
in Botswana's food import sector was reduced. On the other hand,
food import prices were stabilized due to the membership in SACU.
Possibly, a welfare-increasing impact arose from this and has to
be set off against the welfare loss from rising import prices.
The magnitude of the price-induced welfare loss increased over
time as did the policy-induced change in the food import bill.
These general results are valid whether the SACU-induced customs

union revenues are taken into account or not.



5. Summary and Conclusions
