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 Abstract: Aware of the fact that they can ensure their survival on the 

educational scene only if they follow modern trends and requirements that come 

from today's highly changed and turbulent educational environment, national 

bodies that are in charge of defining educational policies, quality assurance 

systems and their successful implementation and control, together with 

universities in Serbia are trying to respond to the challenges they face in the best 

possible way, and use them as an opportunity to improve the quality of education 

and acquire competitive advantages. The implementation of the quality system, 

continuous improvement and upgrading of the quality in all aspects of work of 

higher education institutions has become a necessity, in view of the fact that 

education process is a service, the quality of which is assessed both by national 

bodies in charge of accreditation and the evaluation of achieved results, and by 

students. When a suitable climate and culture is created to promote quality as a 

common goal of all participants involved in the educational process, and when the 

focus is on the quality of the teaching process, scientific and research work, 

administration, equipment, ambience, i.e. the environment where the educational 

service process takes place, only then can we expect the learning outcomes to 

achieve outstanding results to the satisfaction of the students. One of the 

elements of the quality assessment, as an integral part of the accreditation 

process is the self-evaluation report, which includes the presentation of the 

achieved results and the degree of fulfilment of the defined standards. In the 

process of self-evaluation, a special place and importance belongs to students, 

therefore, this paper will pay special attention to the Standard 13, which refers to 

the involvement of students in the process of self-evaluation of higher education 

institutions in Serbia. 
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1. Introduction 

Faced with a series of challenges that the implementation of the Bologna process 

brought as a result of the changed requirements in the educational market, the 

National Bodies in charge of the higher education domain in Serbia were the first to 

bear the burden of responding and adapting to them, thus adopting or developing 

new rules, ensuring procedures and quality improvement, being immediately 

followed by the universities in Serbia, which had to move from the traditional way of 

functioning to a completely new system of education that was largely unknown to 

them. The new education system required universities to be more adaptable, sensitive 

and proactive in their actions, focused on ensuring quality, especially from the 

perspective of students as the end users of educational services. State universities in 

Serbia were founded as traditional universities and were basically disintegrated, i.e. 

they included a number faculties as members that functioned and acted as separate 

organizational and legal units with the decision-making rights, which had an impact 

on the quality control and improvement system that became more complex and 

difficult to implement and conduct, i.e. quality systems could, thus, largely differ 

among the members within the same university. The State University in Novi Pazar 

was the first to be established as an integrated university from the very beginning, 

thus including Departments and study programs within, together with the fact that 

they did not have the status of legal entities, i.e. they did not make decisions or act 

separately from the University. Integration as a characteristic has its advantages, 

while on the other hand it brings challenges that other universities have not faced so 

far. The process of self-evaluation is an inevitable step in the assessment of the 

higher education quality and an essential element in the process of accreditation of 

higher education institutions. Collecting students' opinions about the quality of the 

teaching process and all other issues related to their studies is one of the crucial 

obligations of all higher education institutions. The standards and instructions for 

self-evaluation and assessment of the quality of institutions and study programs 

operating within them are determined by the National Accreditation Body and define 

a special standard related to the role of students in self-evaluation and quality 

assessment (Standard 13), although the significance and the role of students in the 

self-evaluation process can also be realized within the assessment of fulfilment of all 

other standards. (Kijevčanin & Rešović, 2011) 

2. Accreditation of Higher Education Institutions and the 

Transition to the Bologna Process 

2.1. Accreditation of higher education institutions then and now 

The need for the presence of certain procedures for ensuring and examining the 

quality of work at higher education institutions originally appeared in the USA at 

the beginning of the twentieth century, in order to regulate the foundation and 
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functioning of an increasing number of higher education institutions. As a 

precondition for the implementation of the accreditation procedure, an evaluation 

had to be carried out with the aim of pointing out the obvious strengths and 

weaknesses of a particular institution, whose quality assessment was to be carried 

out. (Rešović & Kijevčanin, 2010) 

In Europe, this process took place in a different way, i.e. the need for the 

establishment of certain quality control procedures was not initially recognized, 

considering the fact that the universities were mostly under the control of the state 

as their founder, but it later changed under the pressure of the necessity of 

harmonizing the procedures with the European standards, and by strengthening the 

autonomy of universities. (Seyfried & Pohlenz, 2018; Broucker & de Witt, 2015; 

van Vught & de Boer, 2015) 

Accreditation is one of the key measures in the quality assurance system, which 

aims to assess, maintain and improve the quality of the entire higher education 

system, while evaluation is the assessment of realization, i.e. the compliance of the 

achieved results in the field of quality with certain standards, be it an internal 

assessment of the fulfilment of conditions - self-evaluation, or an external 

assessment of the fulfilment of conditions - external evaluation. 

In accordance with the new circumstances and requirements, countries around 

the world started to constitute their own national or independent bodies - agencies 

for assessing the quality of higher education institutions and establishing a series of 

standards that need to be met, so that institutions could continue to perform their 

activities in the higher education domain. On the other hand, universities had to 

adjust their operations to new conditions and establish internal mechanisms for 

quality assessment, so as to be ready to respond to new challenges and be able to 

meet expectations and standards, whose realization now provides their future in the 

domain of higher education. (Al-Amri et al., 2001) 

In Serbia, the Accreditation and Quality Control Commission – AQCC 

(KAPK), founded in 2006, was initially in charge of the accreditation process and 

functioned as such until the formation of the National Accreditation Body in 2018. 

Since the establishment of the National Accreditation Body (NAT), as a legal 

successor of KAPK, NAT has been in charge of the accreditation procedure, while 

KAPK was reconstituted in 2018 as an expert body within NAT. (Stefanović et all., 

(2020); see NAT, site: www.nat.rs ) 

2.2. Implementation of the Bologna Process 

The Bologna Reform Process has been implemented in a large number of European 

countries since 1999 aimed at improving the quality of the higher education system 

and reducing the growing unemployment of higher education professionals. What 

they wanted to achieve was the harmonization of curricula and quality systems, in 
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order to increase competitiveness and mobility between different countries in 

Europe. It was also believed that in the educational process the emphasis would be 

on learning outcomes as planned. The Bologna Reform was supposed to ensure the 

harmonization of curricula with the real needs of the labour market, which would 

make it easier for graduates to find employment. However, the main activity was 

mostly focused on the process of quality assurance, by forming regional and 

national agencies that would be in charge of monitoring, controlling and improving 

quality through the establishment of common standards and guidelines, which 

ensured the comparability of education systems in countries that joined the 

Bologna Process, thus accepting the obligation to adjust and respect the standards 

and requirements that the Process entailed. 

Many changes that occurred at the level of national education systems involved 

in the Bologna Process followed the development and adoption of the European 

Quality Assurance Standards and Guidelines (ESG) proposed by the most famous 

European organizations (ENQA - European Association for Quality Assurance in 

Higher Education, EUA - European University Association, ESIB - European 

Summit of Industrial Biotechnology, EURASE - European Associated Software 

Engineering) and adopted by the ministers of education in 2005, which also shows 

one of the greatest achievements of the Bologna Process. The implementation of 

standards and guidelines was also approved by the Ministers of Education in 2007, 

and included an external assessment of the work of agencies dealing with quality 

assurance and control every 5 years, as well as an examination of compliance with 

European Quality Standards and Guidelines, and a final assessment whether the 

agencies met the requirements for continuation of their work, i.e. whether they 

would be included in the European Register of Quality Assurance Agencies - 

EQAR in the following period. (see EUA, Case Study; 2008; ENQA, 2008) 

The Law on Higher Education in Serbia made a clear distinction between 

academic and professional studies and thereby specified that doctoral studies could 

only be conducted at universities and faculties. The length of basic studies could 

last three to four years, previous Master Studies (lasting 4-6 years) were abolished 

and new Master Studies were introduced, which, depending on the length of the 

basic studies, could last one to two years, while doctoral studies were to be realized 

in three years. In the integrated study programs, studies last five years and combine 

basic and Master studies, i.e. upon the completion of integrated studies, the student 

acquires a Master's degree in a given field. Bologna also recognizes certain 

specificities and enables e.g. artists to acquire the title of Doctor of Arts in a three-

year period, with the fact that instead of doing research and writing a doctoral 

dissertation - a scientific paper, they have to complete an artistic project 

accompanied by a written paper that serves as a description of the artistic project 

(exhibition, concert, performance, etc.). (Prnjat, 2022) 

The implementation of the Bologna Declaration required parallel work on 

improving the quality of the entire educational system. In order to obtain a work 



Zimonjić / Economic Themes, 62(3): 351-366                                       355 

permit, a higher education institution had to implement an acceptable quality 

assurance system. The introduction of rules and quality standards on the one hand 

enables the introduction of order and easier control at the level of higher education 

institutions; while on the other hand, it provides multiple benefits for other 

participants in the educational process, both internal and external. (Petković & 

Plančić, 2008: 41) 

3. Ensuring the Quality of Work at Higher Education Institutions 

Quality assurance as an idea and process at the very beginning of more intensive 

implementation in the field of higher education was faced with considerable 

resistance, and according to the research of certain authors, the evaluations 

conducted did not always provide accurate results; thus, in their opinion the 

obtained assessments could not be used for making important decisions. Although 

it is difficult to define quality, It doesn't mean that it cannot be measured with the 

help of certain guidelines and standards, and the involvement of all relevant 

factors. Quality is a measurable category and the obtained results can be used for 

upgrades and improvements aimed at the survival and prosperity of institutions in 

the domain of higher education. (Harvey & Green, 1993; Owlia & Aspinwall, 

1996). 

The quality of teaching and learning outcomes has become strategic issues 

worldwide in recent decades, increasingly gaining importance. Institutions that 

became aware of this in time and were among the first to accept the necessity of 

changes and adjustments achieved an enviable position in the educational market 

not only in their country, but also in the region. (Harvey & Willimas, 2010; Enders 

& Westerheijden, 2014). 

The biggest three achievements brought by the introduction of quality 

assurance in Europe are related to the following: 

- ESG emphasizes that the institutions of higher education are primarily 

responsible for quality now; therefore, the external control of the fulfilment of 

standards and guidelines concerning quality assurance and improvement, 

conducted by external organizations or agencies is greatly facilitated, insofar as 

the institutions seriously approach the given tasks and fulfil their obligations. 

(Reichert & Tauch, 2005) 

- Internal quality assurance should refer not only to procedures for measuring the 

level of quality, but should be aimed at creating such an organizational climate 

and culture that promotes quality as a universal value, so that universities, i.e. 

higher education institutions as a whole are focused on achieving a mutual 

goal, which is to ensure and continuously improve the quality of all segments 

of activity, 
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- ESG and the Bologna Reform indicate a shift from the internal interests of 

higher education institutions to the interests of all participants in the 

educational process; above all to the interests of students, given that they are 

the end users of higher education services, hence their satisfaction should be 

the primary goal of every higher education institution. (EUA Case study, 2008, 

pp.5-7) 

Quality assurance is recognized by higher education institutions as a necessity, 

because the further functioning of the higher education institution in the field of 

education depends on the fulfilment of standards, compliance with guidelines and 

involvement of all employees. (Kahveci, et al., 2012). The outmost judgment about 

the quality of study programs, departments, and the institution as a whole is given 

by the authorized accreditation body, which is NAT on the territory of our country. 

Figure 1 shows the parties interested in the quality of education, and as can be 

seen, the following are interested in the quality of higher education: higher 

education institutions (management and employees, both lecturers and 

administration), then society, the state, the labour market (employers), national 

accreditation body and students. All interest groups should work together in order 

to improve the quality of education, considering that a high quality of education 

contributes to strengthening the competitiveness of the economy, i.e. the market, 

given that the graduated students are better trained to perform tasks in the domain 

of their education, the society receives a quality educational staff and well-trained 

staff who will be the bearers of positive development and changes, while higher 

education institutions will create the effect of successful and regionally recognized 

and accepted, thus positively affecting the interest of future students in enrolling in 

study programs within the specific higher education institution. 

Figure 1. The parties interested in the quality of higher education 
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4. Self-Evaluation of Higher Education Institutions with 

Special Reference to the Importance and Role of Students 

In the countries of the European Union, self-evaluation is a widespread mechanism 

used to improve the quality of work of higher education institutions. The essence of 

the self-evaluation process includes monitoring, evaluating, controlling and 

recording all aspects of the quality of work at a higher education institution. The 

quality of work primarily depends on the content of the study programs offered by 

the higher education institution, then on the way the teaching process is performed, 

on the teaching staff, equipment, physical environment in which the service is 

provided, all employees, who are either visible or invisible part of the service 

provision process, and also on all other factors that directly or indirectly influence 

the students to experience and evaluate the quality of the service. Given that the 

process of education represents the process of providing services, and services are 

not a visible and easily assessed category, there must be clearly defined standards 

to measure quality more easily, thus enabling comparison of the obtained results; 

this does not mean that it is possible to achieve an absolute compliance with the 

given standards, but they should help with achieving business excellence, which is 

essentially the main goal. The process of self-evaluation should be useful in 

identifying the areas where certain improvements are possible to achieve, 

monitoring the realization of the planned organizational goals, and directing all 

organizational efforts and resources to the achievement of business success, and 

making comparison of the institution with the best one in the given area, the so-

called benchmarking. (Ruso, 2011; Pribićević & Jelić, 2013) 

In addition to the indisputable positive effects that the self-evaluation process 

has on the organization, it also provides a good basis for an easier passage through 

the external evaluation process, thus creating a positive climate for the evaluation 

of work of a higher education institution, bringing closer the importance that the 

work evaluation has for the institution, while at the same time paying attention to 

the opinions and attitudes of all participating groups in the higher education service 

process. (Bubb & Earley, 2008) 

Self-evaluation is a process that requires assignment of the conducting team, 

selection of the team leader, formation of commissions that will be given specific 

tasks, appointing the one who will be in charge of evaluation, who and what will be 

evaluated, and what procedures and methods are to be used. Self-evaluation is a 

complex and demanding process and includes evaluation by several interest 

groups, primarily students, graduates, employers and professors, all in accordance 

with predefined standards that serve to assess the quality of work of higher 

education institutions. After the completion of this process, the collected 

information is integrated, analysed, and a report on the conducted self-evaluation is 

compiled, which is a public document and serves for the institution's accreditation 

process, being submitted to the competent National Accreditation Body of the 
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Republic of Serbia together with the Request for Accreditation.  Self-evaluation is 

carried out for a period of three years and is performed according to pre-defined 

rules established by the higher education institution. (Ruso, 2011) 

4.1. Report on self-evaluation and analysis of the obtained results 

in accordance with the Rulebook on self-evaluation and 

assessment of the quality of higher education institutions and 

study programs 

The report on self-evaluation, which is prepared after the conducted process and 

the analysis of the obtained data, should be structured in accordance with the 

defined standards for assessing the quality of the work of a higher education 

institution and should contain the following elements: 

 a detailed description of the achieved current condition, based on the analysis 

of the obtained data; 

 analysis and assessment of the current situation in relation to previously 

defined goals and expectations, 

 analysis of the capabilities and elements at one's disposal that can contribute to 

the improvement of the existing state and 

 proposals for possible improvements that can be realized together with the 

planned measures for their realization. 

SWOT analysis (Strength, Weakness, Opportunities and Threats) is used to 

analyse the obtained data and compare the achieved with the planned, since this 

analysis helps to identify gaps and to give adequate suggestions for improvements, 

together with the upgrade of the process of providing services in the field of higher 

education, all with the aim of increasing the satisfaction and loyalty of students as 

the end users. (Ruso, 2011) 

The main goals of the self-evaluation process and the corresponding report 

imply the following: 

 The implementation of the process of self-evaluation of study programs in the 

field of higher education is the responsibility of higher education institutions, 

and at the same time it is a prerequisite for the implementation of external 

quality assessment, i.e. compliance with predefined standards given by 

National Accreditation Bodies, which is NAT in our case. 

 The establishment of program benchmarks makes it possible to analyse the 

implementation of study programs with a clearer identification of advantages 

and opportunities for certain improvements, as well as 

 Strengthening the organizational climate and culture that are favourable to the 

development and improvement of the overall quality of the higher education 

institution. 
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When the evaluation process is successfully planned and conducted, a critical 

review of the fulfilment of the goals is necessary, because only in this way will it 

be possible to give adequate recommendations and suggestions on the basis of the 

experience in implementing the study program on the one hand, and the obtained 

results on the other, along with the collection and analysis of positive practices, 

thus making improvements that can have positive effects on quality progress, not 

only at the level of the analysed study program, but also in all other evaluated 

segments that are important for creating a positive climate and satisfaction of 

interests of all parties involved in the educational process. 

The teams formed to manage the self-evaluation procedure should be focused 

on respecting the principles and procedures that lead to the further development 

and improvement of study programs that are the subject of self-evaluation. (Tbilisi, 

2023) 

4.2. Standards from the Rulebook on self-evaluation and quality 

assessment of higher education institutions and study programs 

The Law on Higher Education and other accompanying legal documents and 

regulations define quality standards and minimum conditions that certain higher 

education institutions and included study programs should fulfil in order to be able 

to perform this activity, while the final judgment about the accreditation of the 

higher education institution (for a period of seven years) will be issued by NAT, 

based on the collected data and comparison with the established standards. 

(Turanjanin, & Marčetić, 2019) 

Changed work conditions and increased level of competition in the field of 

higher education puts students in the foreground; they are increasingly involved in 

the process of evaluation and assessment of the quality of study programs and the 

teaching process. Managers are faced with numerous challenges, because they are 

forced to fundamentally change the way they function and work. Students are more 

and more demanding, so to attract them, the provision of certain benefits must be 

included, which will single out universities from their competition, such as: the 

possibility of lifelong use of the services of the Career Development Centre, or 

access to lectures even after graduation in case they express the need. (Raza & 

Khawaja, 2013; Rantanen, 2013, Janovac, 2014, Quansah et al., 2024) 

The dilemma that universities face today is which programs and services they 

should offer to students, and an appropriate selection depends on market research, 

previous enrolments and analysis of students' interest in certain study programs, as 

well as through obtaining information from local institutions and potential 

employers about real needs and deficient professions. Based on the obtained results 

and the prepared report, the management of the higher education institution decides 

in which direction the offer will develop, i.e. which study programs will be 

retained, improved, enriched, revised, and which will be abandoned and replaced 
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with other alternatives, more interesting for students and the market. Institutions 

that want to be recognizable and attract as many students as possible must focus on 

quality, and be recognized and identified as leaders in the field of higher education. 

(Šormaz, et al., 2020.) 

If they want to survive, grow and develop, higher education institutions are 

obliged to periodically (every three years) carry out a process of self-evaluation of 

both the institution and study programs in accordance with their own rules and 

defined procedures, while respecting the requirements of the Rulebook on 

Standards for Self-Evaluation and Quality Assessment of Higher Education 

Institutions and Study Programs established by the National Council for Higher 

Education. The completed self-evaluation report is submitted to the competent 

National Accreditation Body - NAT. (Law on Higher Education, RS, 2018) 

The effective Rulebook on Standards for Self-Evaluation and Assessment of 

the quality of Higher Education Institutions and Study Programs contains 15 

Standards, with the fact that students are involved in the evaluation of their 

achievement to a greater or lesser extent depending on the type of standard, i.e., the 

area to which it refers. (Subotin et al., 2021) 

The Rulebook on Standards for Self-Evaluation and Quality Assessment of 

Higher Education Institutions and Study Programs defines the following standards: 

Standard 1: Quality assurance strategy; 

Standard 2: Quality assurance standards and procedures; 

Standard 3: Quality assurance system; 

Standard 4: Quality of the study program; 

Standard 5: Quality of the teaching process 

Standard 6: Quality of scientific research, artistic and professional work; 

Standard 7: Quality of teachers and associates; 

Standard 8: Quality of students; 

Standard 9: Quality of textbooks, literature, library and IT resources; 

Standard 10: Quality of higher education institution management and quality of 

non-teaching support 

Standard 11: Quality of space and equipment; 

Standard 12: Financing; 

Standard 13: The role of students in self-evaluation and quality control; 

Standard 14: Systematic monitoring and periodic quality control; (Ruso, 2011) 

Standard 15: Quality of doctoral studies. (“Official Gazzette of RS”, 2019)  
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4.3. Standard 13 with a special reference to the application of 

this standard at the State University in Novi Pazar - an 

example of the MAS Rehabilitation study program 

Assessing the fulfilment of Standard 13 shows to what extent higher education 

institutions managed to ensure the participation of students in the process of quality 

assurance and improvement. Students participate in activities related to quality 

improvement by joining student organizations (Student Parliament, associations, 

organizations, etc.) and delegating their representatives (student Vice-Rector) to 

professional bodies and commissions that are in charge of realizing the activities of 

the higher education institution, regarding the fulfilment of quality standards. One 

of the greatest contributions of students is participation in the survey 

(questionnaire) procedure, where they can give their opinion in an anonymous, but 

very effective and direct way, show their assessment of the defined strategy, 

mission and vision, the quality of a particular study program, teaching process, i.e. 

they can evaluate the professors’ work, express their judgments on technical and 

spatial equipment, availability of literature, but also on auxiliary non-teaching staff 

and administration, all participants in that complex process of organizing and 

implementing the higher education service process. One of the observed limiting 

circumstances is the short period for which student representatives are elected for 

certain types of organizing and joint action (one to two years). (Kijevčanin & 

Beširović, 2008) 

Based on publicly available data from the self-evaluation report of Master 

academic studies - MAS Rehabilitation at the Department of Biomedical Sciences 

of the State University in Novi Pazar (DUNP), it can be concluded that it is the 

representatives of the Department who encourage students to take an active 

participation in the process of developing and improving the study program, the 

teaching process and methods of work, testing and evaluation. In the process of 

self-evaluation, students are involved in the following bodies and authorities of 

DUNP through their representatives: 

- University Council (3 members); 

- Senate of the University (2 members); 

- Student Parliament; 

- Student Vice-Rector and 

- Quality Assurance Committee (1 member). 

It is interesting to point out that students who are not members of these bodies, 

and who indirectly participate in the realization of Standard 13 at DUNP, receive 

all necessary feedback through their representatives and thereby protect their rights 

and interests. The Student Parliament at DUNP has 15 members who are elected 

every year (now the period lasts for two years) by secret ballot in the premises of 
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the University. Students participate in the survey process, which evaluates the 

quality of the teaching process; the survey is anonymous and voluntary, and is 

conducted over a period of one month. The analysis of the obtained data and the 

results obtained by the survey are sent in the form of a report to the Heads of 

Departments, who call meetings with the Heads of study programs where the 

results of the survey are discussed; special attention is paid to the analysis of 

perceived shortcomings, on the basis of which adequate measures to overcome 

them are proposed. The finished report with accompanying documents is submitted 

to the Scientific and Teaching Council and the Senate. 

Students also participate in the decision-making process regarding the 

improvement of study programs and curricula, defining and implementing the 

strategy and associated procedures, but they also have the opportunity to evaluate 

the quality of the work of professional services, as well as the administration. The 

positive thing about integration is that certain gaps and perceived deviations from 

defined quality standards can be overcome more quickly and easily. 

The SWOT analysis, which provides information on strengths, weaknesses, as 

well as opportunities and threats for MAS Rehabilitation, yielded the following 

results: 

Table 1. SWOT analysis of the study program for MAS Rehabilitation 

Strengths Weaknesses 

- Active participation of students in all 

bodies of the University that deal with 

self-evaluation and quality control; 

- Greater representation of students 

gives a more realistic picture of the 

level of quality of study programs; 

- Students are part of the surveying 

process, and also report preparation 

- There is insufficient activity and 

interest in direct participation in the 

evaluation process: 

- An imbalance was observed between 

the need for overt data and the right to 

protection of personal data. 

Advantages Dangers 

- Emphasizing the importance of raising 

students' awareness; 

- Ability to be motivated about the 

necessity of conducting and 

participating in surveys. 

 

- Insufficient degree of confidence that 

participation in the self-evaluation 

process will bring real changes; 

- The possibility of overvoting students 

in the bodies responsible for quality 

assurance; 

- Distrust of students in the anonymity 

of surveys that are conducted.  

Source: Report on the self-evaluation of the study program MAS Rehabilitation at DUNP  
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5. Conclusion 

Modern work conditions, turbulence, uncertainty, dynamism changed requirements 

and needs of educational processes brought by the Bologna Process, placing quality 

from the aspect of students in the foreground, thus establishing procedures and 

rules for improvement, assurance and evaluation of the quality of services 

provided, i.e. learning outcomes, and posed completely new challenges to 

educational policy makers and higher education institutions, which they had not 

encountered before. It is now necessary to direct all the available capacities of the 

institution towards the achievement of a crucial goal, which is quality from the 

point of view of students, and also of all other interest groups in the field of higher 

education, the state, society, and the labour market, because it is only with such an 

approach, that institutions will manage to impose themselves and be recognizable 

and  required, in conditions of increasing growth of competition in the field of 

higher education, because only quality and offer that meets or even exceeds the 

needs and wishes of end users will distinguish those institutions from others. 

Fulfilling the defined standards is a necessity, but it is no longer enough in itself, 

because now the institution must stand out for its excellence, for its unparalleled 

service that enables students to acquire applicable knowledge, where learning 

outcomes and acquired skills will make graduates at that particular higher 

education institution distinguished in relation to others, thus increasing their 

employability and demand by potential employers, which will consequently have a 

positive effect on the rating of the higher education institution, and the 

strengthening of rating will result in an increased interest of potential students. 

References 

Al-Amri, A.S., Zubairi, Y.Z., Jani, R., Naqvi, S. (2021), “Evaluation of Quality Assurance 

instruments in higher education institutions: A Case of Oman”, South African Journal 

of Higher Education, Vol. 35, No. 3, pp. 13-28 

Official Gazzette of RS (2019), “Regulations on standard for self-evaluation and Quality 

assessment of higher Education institution and study programs, No. 13  

Broucker, B., de Witt, K. (2015), “New Public Management in Higher Education” In the 

Palgrave International Handbook of Higher Education Policy and Governance, pp. 

57-75, New York: Palgrave, Macmilan  

Bubb, S., Earley, P. (2008), From self-evaluation to school improvement: the importance of 

effective stuff development, CIBT, Education Trust, University of London 

DUNP - Study programme for Rehabilitation (2018) Self-evaluation report, Self-evaluation 

report, (information also available on site www.np.ac.rs)  

Enders, J., Westerheijden, D.F. (2014), “Quality Assurance in the European Policy Arena”, 

Policy and Society, Vol. 33, No. 3, pp. 167-176 

ENQA, (2008), “Standards and Guidelines for Quality Assurance in the European Higher 

Education Area”, European Association for Quality Assurance in Higher Education, 

3rd edition, pp. 1-39 

http://www.np.ac.rs/


364                                         Zimonjić/ Economic Themes, 62(3): 351-366 

European University Association, (2008), „Implementing and using Quality Assurance: 

Strategy and practice – A selection of papers from the 2nd European Quality 

Assurance forum“, EUA – Case Studies, pp. 1-80 

Harvey, L., Green, D. (1993), “Defining Quality”, Assessment and Evaluation in Higher 

Education, Vol. 18. No. 1, pp. 9-34  

Harvey, L.,Willimas, J. (2010), “Fifteen Years of Quality in Higher Education (Part two)”, 

Quality in Higher education, Vol. 16, No. 2, pp. 81-113  

Janovac, T. (2014), “Unapređenje kvaliteta visokoškolske ustanove na osnovu kriterijuma 

potreba korisnika”; doktorska disertacija, Univerzitet Privredna Akademija u Novom 

Sadu, Fakultet za primenjeni menadžment, ekonomiju i finansije, Beograd 

Kahveci, T.C., Uygun, O., Yurtsever, U., Ilyas, S. (2012), “Quality assurance in higher 

education institutions using strategic information systems”, Elsevier - Procedia, Social 

and Behavioral Sciences, Vol. 55, pp. 161-167 

Kijevčanin, V., Bećirović, S. (2008), "Strategija obezbeđenja kvaliteta na Državnom 

univerzitetu u Novom Pazaru”, SPIN, Zbornik radova - VI skup privrednika i 

naučnika, Beograd, pp. 141-145, ISBN 978-86-7680-164-0, COBBIS.SR-ID 

152706572    

Kijevčanin, V., Rešović, S. (2011), “Od dezintegrisanog ka integrisanom univerzitetu”, 

Zbornik radova – II studentska konferencija: Integrisani univerzitet I mobilnost 

studenata, Državni univerzitet u Novom Pazaru, str. 21-25, ISBN: 978-86-86893-42-0    

Lazić, M. (2007), “Sistem kvaliteta – QMS u visokom obrazovanju”, Asocijacija za kvalitet i 

standardizaciju Srbije, Zbornik radova: Festival kvaliteta 2007., 34. Nacionalna 

konferencija o kvalitetu 

Law on Higher Education RS, (2018), (information also available on NAT site: www.nat.rs ) 

National Accreditation Body of Republic of Serbia, (see more information on internet site: 

www.nat.rs) 

Owlia, M., Aspinwall, E. (1996), “A Framework for the Dimensions of Quality in Higher 

Education”, Quality Assurance in Education, Vol. 4, No. 2, pp. 12-20 

Pribićević, I., Jelić, M. (2013), “Neki aspekti primene samovrednovanja u visokoškolskim 

ustanovama u Republici Srbiji”, 8. Naučno-stručni skup sa međunarodnim učešćem: 

Kvalitet 2013, Neum, BiH, pp. 351-358 

Prnjat, D. (2022), “Viđenje Bolonjskog procesa u Srbiji iz ugla studenata i profesora 

umetničkih fakulteta”, Andragoške studije, Institut za pedagogiju i andragogiju, Br. 1, 

pp. 47-66 

Quansah, F., Cobbinah, A., Gyimah-Asamoah, K., Hagan, J.E. (2024), “Validity of student 

evaluation of teaching in higher education: a systematic review”, Frontier in 

Education, Vol. 9, pp. 1-12 

Petković, D., Plančić, I, (2008), Kvalitet u visokom obrazovanju, Ekonomski fakultet 

Rantanen, P. (2013), “The number of feedbacks needed for reliable evaluation: A multilevel 

analysis of the reliability, stability and generalisability of students evaluation of 

teaching, Assessement & Evaluation in Higher Education,  No. 38, No. 2, pp. 224-239 

Raza, S.A. & Khawaja, T.N. (2013), “Faculty Development Needs as Perceived by 

Deparmetnal Heads, Teacher, and Students of Pakistani Universities”, Literacy 

Information and Computer Education Journal (LICEJ), Vol. 4, No. 1, pp. 992-998 

Reichert, S., Tauch, C. (2005), “European Universities Implementing Bologna” Trends IV 

report, EUA publication, pp. 1-65 



Zimonjić / Economic Themes, 62(3): 351-366                                       365 

Rešović S., Kijevčanin V. (2010), "Unapređenje kvaliteta na visokoškolskim institucijama u 

Srbiji", XII međunarodni simpozijum Symorg - Organizacione nauke i menadžment 

znanja, Fakultet organizacionih nauka Beograd, Zlatibor, Vol. 13, pp.  3000-3006, 

ISBN 978-86-7680-216-6, COBBIS.RS-ID 175802124     

Ruso, J. (2011), “Samovrednovanje visokoškolskih ustanova”, VIII Skup privrednika i 

naučnika, SPIN: Operacioni menadžment u funkciji održivog ekonomskog rasta i 

razvoja, Beograd, Srbija, pp. 403-408 

Seyfried, M., Pohlenz, P. (2018), “Assesing quality assurance in higher education: quality 

managers perceptions of effectiveness”, European Journal of Higher Education, Vol. 

8, No. 3, pp. 258-271 

Stefanović, M., Stanojević, K.S. (2020), “Analiza normi i praksi akreditacije visokoškolskih 

ustanova i studijskih programa u Republici Srbiji”, Fond za otvoreno društvo Srbija, 

Mreža akademske solidarnosti i angažovanosti, pp. 1-31, Beograd 

Subotin, M., Matijašević, O.J., Ditrih, S.  (2021), “Uloga studenata u postupku 

samovrednovanja”, XXVII Skup TRENDOVI RAZVOJA – Online nastava na 

univerzitetima, Novi Sad, No. T4.1-4, pp. 359-362 

Šormaz, G., Trišić, A., Anđelić, S. (2020), “Menadžment kvaliteta u visokom obrazovanju”, 

Naučno stručna konferencija: Trendovi u obrazovanju, pp. 313-323 

Tbilisi, (2023), “Guideline to Self-Evaluation Process and Report Preparation for Higher 

Education Programme Accreditation – For Higher Education Institutions”, LEPL – 

National Center for Educational Quality Enhancement 

Turanjanin, D., Marčetić, D. (2019), “Revizija standarda za akreditaciju visokoškolskih 

ustanova”, Vojno Delo, No. 7, pp. 481-490 

van Vught, F., de Boer, H. (2015), “Governance Models and Policy Instruments” In the 

Palgrave International Handbook of Higher Education Policy and Governance,. pp. 

38-56, New York: Palgrave Macmilan 

OBEZBEĐENJE KVALITETA OBRAZOVNOG PROCESA 

NA VISOKOŠKOLSKIM INSTITUCIJAMA U SRBIJI SA 

POSEBNIM OSVRTOM NA ZNAČAJ STUDENATA U 

PROCESU SAMOEVALUACIJE 

Apstrakt: Svesni činjenice da svoj opstanak na obrazovnoj sceni mogu 

osigurati samo ukoliko prate savremene trendove i zahteve koji dolaze iz veoma 

izmenjenog i turbulentnog obrazovnog okruženja današnjice, nacionalna tela 

koja su zadužena za definisanje obrazovnih politika, sistema obezbeđenja 

kvaliteta i njihovo uspešno sprovođenje i kontrolu, kao i univerziteti u Srbiji 

koji pokušavaju da na najbolji mogući način odgovore izazovima sa kojima se 

suočavaju i da iste iskoriste kao šansu za unapređenje kvaliteta obrazovanja i 

sticanje konkurentske prednosti. Implementiranje sistema kvaliteta, 

kontinuirano usavršavanje i poboljšanje kvaliteta svih aspekata rada 

visokoškolskih ustanova postalo je neophodnost, jer je obrazovanje uslužni 

proces čiji  se kvalitet procenjuje, kako od strane nacionalnih tela koja su 

zadužena za akreditaciju i evaluaciju ostvarenih rezultata, tako i od strane 

studenata. Kada se stvori adekvatna klima i kultura koja promoviše kvalitet 

kao zajednički cilj svih aktera uključenih u obrazovni proces, kada je fokus na 
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kvalitetu nastavnog procesa, naučno-istraživačkog rada, administracije, 

opremljenosti, ambijenta, odnosno okruženja u kom se odvija obrazovni uslužni 

proces, ishodima učenja, zadovoljstvu studenata, tek tada se može očekivati 

ostvarenje izvanrednih rezultata. Jedan od elemenata procene kvaliteta, ali i 

sastavni deo procesa akreditacije predstavlja izveštaj o samoevaluaciji koji 

podrazumeva prikaz ostvarenih rezultata i stepen ispunjenja definisanih 

standarda. U procesu samoevaluacije posebno mesto i značaj pripada 

studentima, pa će se stoga, u ovom radu, posebna pažnja posvetiti standardu 

13 koji se odnosi na uključenost studenata u proces samoevaluacije 

visokoškolskih institucija u Srbiji.   

Ključne reči: kvalitet, visokoobrazovne institucije, univerziteti, sistemi 

unapređenja kvaliteta, Nacionalno telo za akreditaciju, studenti, 

samoevaluacija. 
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