
Rammer, Jakob

Research Report

Green capitalism or social and ecological justice? Analysing
contested green hydrogen developments in Chile

ÖFSE-Forum, No. 92

Provided in Cooperation with:
Austrian Foundation for Development Research (ÖFSE), Vienna

Suggested Citation: Rammer, Jakob (2025) : Green capitalism or social and ecological justice?
Analysing contested green hydrogen developments in Chile, ÖFSE-Forum, No. 92, ISBN
978-3-902906-79-3, Südwind-Verlag, Wien,
https://www.oefse.at/publikationen/oefse-forum/detail-oefse-forum/publication/show/
Publication/green-capitalism-or-social-and-ecological-justice-analysing-contested-green-hydrogen-
developments-in-chile/

This Version is available at:
https://hdl.handle.net/10419/333905

Standard-Nutzungsbedingungen:

Die Dokumente auf EconStor dürfen zu eigenen wissenschaftlichen
Zwecken und zum Privatgebrauch gespeichert und kopiert werden.

Sie dürfen die Dokumente nicht für öffentliche oder kommerzielle
Zwecke vervielfältigen, öffentlich ausstellen, öffentlich zugänglich
machen, vertreiben oder anderweitig nutzen.

Sofern die Verfasser die Dokumente unter Open-Content-Lizenzen
(insbesondere CC-Lizenzen) zur Verfügung gestellt haben sollten,
gelten abweichend von diesen Nutzungsbedingungen die in der dort
genannten Lizenz gewährten Nutzungsrechte.

Terms of use:

Documents in EconStor may be saved and copied for your personal
and scholarly purposes.

You are not to copy documents for public or commercial purposes, to
exhibit the documents publicly, to make them publicly available on the
internet, or to distribute or otherwise use the documents in public.

If the documents have been made available under an Open Content
Licence (especially Creative Commons Licences), you may exercise
further usage rights as specified in the indicated licence.

https://www.econstor.eu/
https://www.zbw.eu/
http://www.zbw.eu/
https://www.oefse.at/publikationen/oefse-forum/detail-oefse-forum/publication/show/Publication/green-capitalism-or-social-and-ecological-justice-analysing-contested-green-hydrogen-developments-in-chile/%0A
https://www.oefse.at/publikationen/oefse-forum/detail-oefse-forum/publication/show/Publication/green-capitalism-or-social-and-ecological-justice-analysing-contested-green-hydrogen-developments-in-chile/%0A
https://www.oefse.at/publikationen/oefse-forum/detail-oefse-forum/publication/show/Publication/green-capitalism-or-social-and-ecological-justice-analysing-contested-green-hydrogen-developments-in-chile/%0A
https://hdl.handle.net/10419/333905
https://www.econstor.eu/
https://www.leibniz-gemeinschaft.de/


Österreichische Forschungsstiftung 
für Internationale Entwicklung

Österreichische Forschungsstiftung
für Internationale Entwicklung

Die 1967 gegründete ÖFSE bietet ihre Dienstleistungen  
im C3 – Centrum für Internationale Entwicklung an. Sie steht für:
	 Bibliothek, Information & Dokumentation
	 Wissenschaft & Forschung
	 (Politik-)Beratung
	 Wissenschaftliche Publikationen
	 Veranstaltungen zu aktuellen Themen
	 Veranstaltungsräume im C3

T +43 1 3174010   E office@oefse.at
A 1090 Wien, Sensengasse 3   I www.oefse.at, www.centrum3.at

929292

Green Capitalism or Social and 
Ecological Justice? Analysing 
Contested Green Hydrogen 
Developments in Chile

Jakob Rammer

Master‘s Thesis



92

Oktober 2025

Green Capitalism or Social and 
Ecological Justice? Analysing 
Contested Green Hydrogen 
Developments in Chile

Jakob Rammer

Master‘s Thesis



1. Auflage 2025
© Österreichische Forschungsstiftung für Internationale Entwicklung (ÖFSE)
im C3 – Centrum für Internationale Entwicklung
A-1090 Wien, Sensengasse 3, Telefon: (+43 1) 317 40 10
e-mail: office@oefse.at, Internet: https://www.oefse.at, https://www.centrum3.at
Für den Inhalt verantwortlich: Jakob Rammer

Druck: druck.at 
Südwind-Verlag 
ISBN: 978-3-902906-79-3

Bibliografische Information Der Deutschen Nationalbibliothek
Die Deutsche Nationalbibliothek verzeichnet diese Publikation in der Deutschen Nationalbibliografie;
detaillierte bibliografische Daten sind im Internet über https://portal.dnb.de abrufbar.



Preface

The energy transition is not only topical in an European context, but has important 
ramification for the Global South. In his master’s thesis, Jakob Rammer addresses 
this global dimension and provides a nuanced analysis of energy projects in 
Chile supported by European actors. Using the example of the emerging 
hydrogen sector in Chile, Jakob Rammer examines the complex interrelationships 
between global capitalist dynamics and local socio-ecological conflicts from a 
critical political-economic perspective. Building on a sophisticated theoretical 
framework that productively combines critical state theory, regulation theory, and 
political ecology, Mr. Rammer highlights the contradictions of green capitalist 
hegemony in Chile. Particularly noteworthy is the systematic analysis of the three 
competing political initiatives (export-oriented green capitalism, state-led energy 
transition and industrialization, social and ecological justice), which enables a 
nuanced understanding of the actor constellations at play. While the transition to 
renewable energies is important also in a Global South context, the study makes 
the important point that this must not lead to a renaissance of (post-)colonial 
extractivism at the expense of the local population and the environment.

The thesis thus makes a significant contribution to the academic and policy 
discussions around the global energy transition by critically interrogating the 
economic and ecological repercussions of new investment projects in the 
Global South.

Werner Raza

Director – Austrian Foundation for Development Research (ÖFSE)
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