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1. Data Observer — A service for empirical economic researchers

Starting in issue 1 of volume 236 (2016), the Jahrbliicher fiir Nationalbkonomie und
Statistik / Journal of Economics and Statistics publish a special section entitled Data
Observer.! Contributions to this series describe data that can be used in empirical
research in economics, and in the social sciences in general. Usually, access to
these data is free or available at a nominal fee. While most of these data sets are
micro data at the level of individuals, households, or firms (including linked employer-
employee data sets), cross section and time series data at an aggregate level are
covered as well. The purpose of the contributions to this section is to describe the
information that is available in the data sets, to give examples of topics investigated
with the data, and to inform readers how to access this data for their own research.
The contributions are written by experts who often oversaw collecting or building the
data sets. Furthermore, papers in the series portray the research data centers and
data service centers of data producing institutions that allow academic researchers to
work with (mostly confidential) micro data for individuals and firms.

This note gives a short tabular overview of the contributions to the Data
Observer series that were published between 2016 and 2025.2 Table 1 lists all

contributions by the broad categories.

[Table 1 near here]

Note that while some of the data sets described in the Data Observer papers
are somewhat dated, in some cases there are updates available that cover more
recent periods — see the webpages that cover information on the data (or contact the
authors of the papers directly).

Note further that in some cases it might be possible to link various data sets
directly using an identifier that is available in each data set, or via a matching
approach. This can lead to linked (panel) data with a much larger potential for causal
analysis.The easiest way to link micro data from various sources is offered to users

of the Austrian Micro Data Center (AMDC) where all microdata can be linked

" This section continues the European Data Watch series that was published in Schmollers Jahrbuch /
Journal of Applied Social Science Studies from 2000 to 2015. For a survey of the 111 contributions to
this series see Wagner (2015).
2 For an overview (in German) of the contributions published during the first five years see Wagner
(2020b), for a survey of the first 50 contributions see Wagner (2022).
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deterministically to each other via unique pseudonymized identifiers among data sets
of Statistics Austria, administrative registers, and also to microdata brought in by the

researchers themselves (see Fuchs et al. 2024).

3. Concluding remarks

All contributions to the Data Observer section are available free of charge from the

website of the Jahrblicher fiir Nationalbkonomie und Statistik / Journal of Economics

and Statistics: https://www.degruyter.com/journal/key/jbnst/html?lang=en. Newly

accepted papers that are available “ahead of print” can be found at

https://www.degruyter.com/journal/key/jbnst/0/0/html.

Those who are interested in contributing to this series are encouraged to
contact the editor-in-charge, Joachim Wagner, by sending a mail to

joachim.wagner@leuphana.de.
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Table 1: Contributions to the Data Observer Series in the Journal of Economics and Statistics

Research Data Centers and Data Service Centers

The Research Data Center PIAAC at GESIS

The Research Data Centre of the Halle Institute for Economic Research (FDZ-IWH)

German Record Linkage Center (GRLC)
Austrian Micro Data Center (AMDC)

Data on Individuals and Households
National Education Panel Study (NEPS)
Register Data on Voluntary Unemployment Insurance

German Doctoral Candidates and Doctoral Holders Study (ProFile)

Panel Data on Training Activities — Voucher Recipients and Eligible Employees of the Program Bildungspramie

Financial Incentives on Weight Loss (RWI-Obesity)
The Administrative Wage and Labor Market Flow Panel

The German Socio-Economic Panel (SOEP)

PASS-ADIAB — Linked Survey and Administrative Data for Research on Unemployment and Poverty
Early Childhood Education and Care Quality in the Socio-Economic Panel (SOEP) — the K?ID-SOEP Study

SHARE-RV: Linked Data to Study Aging in Germany

Statutory Pension Insurance Accounts and Divorce: A New Scientific Use File

The German Twin Family Panel (TwinLife)

HILDA: Australian Household Panel Data

11

Perry and Ramstedt (2016)
Lang and Kuttig (2017)
Antoni and Schnell (2019)
Fuchs et al (2024)

Fulk et al. (2016)

Hofmann et al. (2016)
Lange et al. (2017)

Gorlitz and Tamm (2017)
Eilers and Pilny (2018)
Stiber and Seth (2019)
Goebel et al. (2019)

Antoni and Bethmann (2019)
Spiel et al. (2020)
Borsch-Supan et al. (2020)
Keck et al. (2020)

Lang et al. (2020)

Watson and Wooden (2021)



BAUA Working Time Survey

Green-SOP: The Socio-ecological Panel Survey: 2012-2016

Data for Migration Research from the German Socio-Economic Panel
SOEP-RV: Linking German SOEP Data tp Pension Records

The Swiss Household Panel (SHP)

The Social Sustainability Barometer 2027 — 2019

Data on Digital Transformation in the German SOEP

The DeZIM panel on migrants in Germany

Supervisory and Managerial Status in German Administrative Recors
Corona Monitoring Nationwide (RKI-SOEP-2)

Ifo Education Survey 2014-2021

Green SOEP Extended 2020 and 2022

The Occupational Panel for Germany

IABSE-ADIAB — IAB Jonb Vacancy Survey Data

Data for Reduced Earnings Capacity-Pensioners in Germany
IAB-SMART Mobility Module

CILS4NEPS — Children of Immigrants Longitudinal Survey
Harmonized BIBB/BAUA Employment Survey 2006, 2012, 2018
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