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Abstract
In the context of sustainable development, urban transformation should encourage the use 
of life cycle thinking tools for infrastructure development. By adopting sustainable eco-
nomic, social, and environmental criteria, this study presents a review of sustainability 
assessment tools to build a framework for urban infrastructure. It incorporates a variety 
of methods that economists and industrial ecologists use for evaluating their projects, in 
addition to the LCT approach. To recognize the strategic sustainability indicators and crite-
ria, the framework uses LCC, LCA, and SLCA in conjunction with stakeholder evaluation 
and multi-criteria decision analysis, which recognizes the foremost three pillars of sustain-
ability, i.e., economy, environment, and society. Additionally, system dynamics and agent-
based modelling are used to optimise the framework. The prominence of the framework 
is to understand the route an urban infrastructure development should follow to achieve 
key sustainability interests involving the interconnected environmental and socio-economic 
aspects. This sustainability assessment framework can be utilised by consultants or sup-
porting agencies to help organisations carry out and monitor such projects.

Keywords  Life cycle thinking tools · Sustainability assessment · MCDA · Sustainability 
indicators

1  Introduction

The urban structure is made of critical utility systems such as means of transportation, 
water supply and waste management, green infrastructure, housing, energy, communica-
tion, etc. (Neirotti et  al., 2014). Multiple urban development projects are undertaken to 
serve the rising population of the cities (Li et al., 2017). However, they need a symmetry 
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among economic, social, and environmental factors. Thus, a standard shift in perspective 
is necessary to address infrastructure concerns and their potential interconnectedness in 
conjunction with public health, public debt, and limited environmental resources (Larsson 
& Larsson, 2020). Though sustainable assessment of urban structures is one of the more 
complex sorts of assessment approaches, it involves an effective way to assess the function-
ality of these projects in terms of socioeconomic and environmental aspects before their 
implementation. Management plans for infrastructure practices should increase the benefits 
and reduce the asserted risks and additional stressors that will occur in the future. “Sustain-
able Development (SD) is defined by (Brundtland, 1987) as ‘the development that fulfils 
the needs of the current generation without compromising the ability of future generations 
to meet their needs,’.” It can be described as an attempt that supports policymakers and 
decision-makers in determining which measures should be carried out and what not to be 
carried out in struggling to build a sustainable society (Emas, 2015; Tomislav, 2018).

In the context of sustainable construction (SC) projects, sustainable development is 
assessing proposed plans, policies, or legislation from a sustainability perspective before 
implementation (Devuyst, 1999). Environmental pollution, carbon dioxide emissions, 
climate crisis, natural resource depletion, waste generation, land use changes, and pollu-
tion are all factors that impact the environment due to infrastructure construction (Alwan 
et al., 2017; Chen et al., 2010; Polo-Mendoza et al., 2023). In infrastructure projects, the 
construction industry utilises 50% of the entire natural resources extracted and generates 
massive amounts of demolition and construction waste (Darko & Chan, 2017; Hu et al., 
2010) states that roughly 40% of the world’s natural resources, 40% of its energy, and 25% 
of its water are used for construction, and more than 45% of overall waste is produced 
by construction (Sbci, 2009). Another report determined that the construction sector con-
sumes a considerable amount of material in developed countries (Wrap, 2009). One study 
found that just the building sector consumes 42 percent the energy in the European Union, 
earth-mined resources 50 percent, greenhouse gas emissions 35 percent, and 30 percent of 
water consumption and waste generation (Europea, 2007; European Commission, 2011; 
Kylili & Fokaides, 2017). In another study, the construction sector’s CO2 emissions were 
analysed in 40 countries, considering 26 kinds of energy use and non-energy use. Nearly 
60% of all CO2 emissions from the total construction sector come from developing econo-
mies. A large part of the contribution comes from China. In addition, the intensity of direct 
and indirect CO2 emanations in developing nations is higher than that in developed nations 
(Huang et al., 2018). It has become increasingly apparent from the scholarly literature that 
the construction industry impacts the environment (Chan et al., 2009; Wieser et al., 2021; 
Zhang et  al., 2021) as well as social and economic life (Stanitsas et  al., 2021), and this 
issue is becoming increasingly significant. It has been argued that construction sustainabil-
ity is fundamental to the achievement of sustainable development (Adebowale & Agumba, 
2023; Sharaf, 2023; Shen et al., 2007).

Sustainable Assessment became a valuable practice in institutional policy and project 
assessments; its goals must adhere to “plans and actions that produce an optimal impact 
on sustainability development” (Hugé et al., 2013). Similarly, urban infrastructure pro-
jects represent long-lasting assets, and their assessment will have enormous socioec-
onomic and environmental repercussions (Adshead et  al., 2019; Montiel et  al., 2021; 
Ramaswami, 2020), which can reduce the utilisation of natural resources, minimise 
threats, and maximise economic return (Thacker et al., 2019; Wang et al., 2020). Con-
sidering its spillover impacts, such as alleviating poverty, increasing universal competi-
tiveness, and improving productivity, governments have placed a great deal of empha-
sis on infrastructure development. Though low-quality or limited-access infrastructure 
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negatively impacts the poor more than the rich, these spillover effects contribute to 
the accomplishment of sustainable development goals (Agarchand & Laishram, 2017). 
Thus, assessing the sustainability of infrastructure projects and understanding sustain-
ability goals is crucial for policymakers and planners. Nevertheless, the practical imple-
mentation of this concept in the process of decision-making remains unclear. This shows 
that construction management specialists are facing serious challenges in understanding 
and transforming sustainable initiatives into real actions in their projects (Munyasya & 
Chileshe, 2018).

In infrastructure projects, impacts can be associated with the construction, opera-
tion, maintenance, and recycling/reuse phases. “Thus, sustainability assessment rein-
forces the use of a ‘long-term approach,’.” It is important to consider other factors 
when assessing sustainability (Lal et al., 2021). First and foremost, sustainability varies 
greatly depending on the economic, social, and environmental context of the project 
site. Second, good definitions of “sustainable infrastructure” must cover the whole life 
cycle, including conception, construction, operation, maintenance, and recycling and 
reuse (Bueno et  al., 2015). Therefore, it is necessary to build up tools that let socio-
economic and environmental goals be fulfilled (Hendricks et al., 2018; Maqbool et al., 
2023; Sharifi, 2021). These goals can be acquired for infrastructure by guaranteeing 
a life cycle thinking-based framework following Life Cycle Assessment (LCA), Life 
Cycle Costing (LCC), and Social Life Cycle Assessment (SLCA) tools (Kalbar & Das, 
2020; Toniolo et  al., 2020; Yang et  al., 2023). However, LCA, LCC, and SLCA have 
limitations in assessing the complementarity of infrastructure systems in sustainable 
assessment (Mirabella et al., 2019). At the same time, there are complications in weigh-
ing the sustainability objectives, and it is not easy for the stakeholders to appraise a cer-
tain project by uniting its strengths with diverse sustainability indicators. Furthermore, 
computational tools, i.e., system dynamics and agent-based modelling, can be employed 
to calculate probable challenges in advance and create a quick and effective construc-
tion process. These tools aim to improve work performance by chasing construction sys-
tems’ dynamic behaviours (Alvanchi et al., 2011). Several scholars believe that diverse 
approaches can lead to diverse outcomes. Thus, multiple methods and practices ought 
to be employed in a structure for a unified, wide-ranging solution (Cohen, 2017; Mol-
davska & Welo, 2019; Yang et al., 2023).

As of now, there are no standard frameworks that can be used to achieve these goals; 
however, the tools that are used in the literature studies can lay the foundation for the 
development of such a framework (Adebowale & Agumba, 2023). This study is a review 
of the prevailing sustainability assessment tools and methods associated with infrastructure 
projects. The primary goal is to identify and gauge the pertinence of existing tools accord-
ing to the principles of sustainability and to integrate these tools into a framework. To con-
tribute to the solution of various sustainability issues explored in the current literature, the 
main idea that motivates this research to be conducted is anchored in the below question:

“How to establish for the construction specialists a life cycle-based tool within a unified 
structure for the assessment of the sustainability of urban infrastructure?”

To follow the question, the aim of this article is to build an LCT-based incorporated 
framework for the evaluation of economic, environmental, and social aspects of infrastruc-
ture projects. The principal intent of this proposed assessment framework is to support 
construction consultants and supporting agencies with decision-making recommendations 
in a step-by-step course towards sustainable development.

This paper is structured as follows: Part 2 describes the background of the study, fol-
lowed by Part 3 the materials and methods as a research methodology. Part 4 describes 
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in detail the proposed framework, and finally, Section 5 includes a set of conclusions and 
describes future research recommendations.

2 � Background of the Study

A sustainable development concept is the combination of concepts such as development 
(socioeconomic development), needs (ensuring a high quality of living for each), and 
future generations (using resources to guarantee a high value of life for future generations). 
Sustainable development was introduced in 1972 at the UN Convention on Human Envi-
ronment in Stockholm, the first global convention devoted exclusively to environmental 
concerns (World Health Organization, 1972). A number of additional high-ranking events 
were held in conjunction with the UN following these events. Throughout these confer-
ences, “there has been a shift from a stress on environmental problems to a combined 
attention on environmental and socio-economic development” (Paul, 2008; Tomislav, 
2018). The essence of the SD notion comes from the triple bottom line approach, which 
entails the offset among the three pillars of sustainability. Although there have been more 
than a hundred definitions of sustainability, the consensus among most scholars is that it 
emphasises the importance of balancing social, environmental, and economic objectives. 
These three objectives are also known as the pillars of sustainable development (Azapagic 
& Perdan, 2000; Labuschagne & Brent, 2005; Manioudis & Meramveliotakis, 2022). To 
achieve complete sustainability, all pillars must be balanced, yet achieving the desired state 
is not easy because each pillar must not upset the interests of the other pillars to achieve its 
targets (Tomislav, 2018).

The concept of sustainability in construction was introduced during the first international 
conference on sustainable construction (SC) in 1994 (Kibert, 1994). A definition of SC was 
introduced at that conference by (Hill & Bowen, 1997): SC is the creation and operation of a 
healthy built environment using resource efficiency and environmental design. Dickie & How-
ard, 2000, defines SC as the contribution of construction to SD, and Kibert, 2016, suggests 
that SC is a subset of SD. Certainly, “construction sustainability is crucial for the achieve-
ment of sustainable development” (Shen et  al., 2007). The implications of construction on 
the environment, society, and economy have drawn the interest of policymakers, administra-
tive authorities, politicians, construction specialists, as well as consumer and scientific com-
munities throughout the world (Kylili & Fokaides, 2017; Maqbool et al., 2023). Increasingly, 
infrastructure projects must be evaluated in terms of sustainable development in the context of 
socioeconomic, environmental, and social factors. Governments have shown that companies’ 
execution projects are required to build approaches, action plans, and indicators of perfor-
mance that will contribute to sustainable development (Yanarella & Bartilow, 2000). Accord-
ing to (Bossink, 2002), the Dutch government’s policy for SC created modern sustainable and 
design approaches within the Dutch construction industry. Similarly, it is becoming more and 
more of a priority for the government, at least at the local level, in many countries (Ross et al., 
2010). Additionally, international policies and regulations are pushing the infrastructure sector 
towards sustainability. In the construction sector, for instance, the EU Energy Performance of 
Building Directive (European Commission, 2010) to have zero-energy buildings is causing 
confusion and leading to radical changes in current practices (Albino & Berardi, 2012; Dalla 
Mora et  al., 2017; European Commission, 2010). Interestingly, customers are also increas-
ingly demanding sustainable policies in construction processes. A growing number of con-
sumers are looking for suppliers and contractors that are more environmentally friendly, and 
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government agencies and big corporations are setting targets for implementing sustainable 
methods and management to increase the sustainability of their projects (Häkkinen & Belloni, 
2011; Tan et al., 2011). Thus, according to (Kwatra et al., 2020; Yahya et al., 2016), sustaina-
ble infrastructure practices have been a strategic focus for the construction industry for several 
years now. Kwatra et al., 2020, explained that SD can be applied to construction in a variety 
of ways and with distinct approaches: “from the extraction of raw materials to the construction 
planning and design of buildings and infrastructure, and finally to the demolition and disposal 
of their waste.”

A number of different studies have been conducted to develop tools that diagnose environ-
mental and socio-economic impacts stemming from the activities of construction at different 
life cycle phases: from innovation, consumption, and reprocessing of resources to procure-
ment, plan, construction, operation, and maintenance, devastation and waste management, 
rules, and environmental management plans (Alwan et al., 2017; Hendricks et al., 2018; Mun-
yasya & Chileshe, 2018; Pietrosemoli & Monroy, 2013; Pitt et al., 2009; Shen et al., 2010). 
Several tools or methodological frameworks are used in practice to evaluate infrastructure 
projects, which include the concept of sustainability to varying degrees. A variety of current 
sustainability tools are included in these methods and tools, including traditional methodolo-
gies. In this context, studies have primarily focused on developing indicators for assessing the 
sustainability of infrastructure projects (Stanitsas et al., 2021; Verma & Raghubanshi, 2018). 
Besides studies on the development of indicators, there have also been studies undertaken on 
themes such as developing methodology for identifying sustainability assessment indicators 
(Devuyst, 1999; Fernández-Sánchez & Rodríguez-López, 2010), and integrating sustainabil-
ity in decision-making at all stages of a project’s life cycle (Adebowale & Agumba, 2023; 
Rosasco & Sdino, 2023). They are designed, however, to evaluate whether the projects con-
tribute to sustainability at a certain stage of the project life cycle (Kalbar & Das, 2020; Mira-
bella et al., 2019; Rosasco & Sdino, 2023; Toniolo et al., 2020).

Infrastructure projects can be assessed from a socio-economic and environmental perspec-
tive in a variety of ways, but there is no uniform or commonly agreed-upon approach that 
provides a consistent measure of sustainability in the appraisal and evaluation of infrastruc-
ture projects (Kwatra et al., 2020; Petit-Boix et al., 2017). According to the literature on sus-
tainable infrastructure, policymakers require practical techniques to evaluate sustainability 
throughout the lifecycle of infrastructure projects. Methods of assessment that are compre-
hensive and reliable are necessary for decision-making processes. Currently, there are several 
approaches to project appraisal; the first involves conventional decision-making techniques, 
including multi-criteria decision analyses (MCDAs), cost-benefit analyses (CBAs), life-cycle 
assessments (LCAs), and social life-cycle assessments (SLCAs), among others (Kalbar & 
Das, 2020; Osman, 2012; Rivai et al., 2023; Toniolo et al., 2020; Yang et al., 2023). Second, 
infrastructure projects are graded and scored based on their sustainability performance, and 
third, guidelines, frameworks, and standards are applied to evaluate infrastructure assets and 
assess sustainability. These tools can be highly helpful to decision-makers when it comes to 
meeting some of their specific objectives. There is, however, still room for advancement in 
existing assessment tools. It is their primary weakness that they tend to favour environmental 
or economic assessments, fail to adequately address sustainability, and focus too much on cer-
tain phases of the project lifecycle.
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3 � Materials and Methods

Based on the objectives of our research, this paper carried out a qualitative literature 
review to identify, evaluate, and deduce the current state of knowledge about the topic. A 
literature review of a subject matter reports the need for criticism and the prospective re-
conceptualization of the growing and more expanded knowledge base of the subject as it 
remains to develop (Ramdhani et al., 2014). The SLR approach we follow in this study is 
based on (Tranfield et al., 2003), which is one of the most recognised, validated, and tested 
by the research community. The methodological approach (Fig. 1) clearly presented a sys-
tematic assemblage and analysis of the existing body of scientific knowledge, highlight-
ing key results and directions for future research. During the preliminary interview with 
some experts in the field of sustainable development and infrastructure, we defined the key 
themes for designing our review process. We carried out a few meetings to better under-
stand the research process and identify the keywords best suited for the literature review of 
our topic. The intention of carrying out the review of literature is to capture the prevailing 
knowledge around the subject, pinpoint knowledge gaps for additional investigation (Kitch-
enham, 2004), and draw out the theoretical content of the subject matter that might contrib-
ute to the establishment of the framework. The key findings from the literature are used as 
inputs to structure the proposed framework (Fig. 2).

To pick the most pertinent materials, a step-by-step method was applied in order not to 
ignore significant research papers. Relevant materials were selected from Scopus and Web 
of Science (WoS), as they are the prominent sources for journals in a range of areas. A time 

Fig. 1   The methodological approach
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span from 2011 to 2023 was chosen to collect all the pertinent studies published in these 
years. The time span taken is enough time to critically analyse the work done on the topic 
during this period and develop our conclusions.

A preliminary, unrestricted exploration with the keywords “urban infrastructure and 
sustainability” showed thousands of papers that were tough to contemplate for this study. 
Several refiners were applied to limit the search results due to the preliminary analysis of 
the studies being identified in very diverse areas of research, many of which were not rel-
evant to the present study. In the collection of pertinent material, the following keywords 
were used: infrastructure management, sustainable assessment, urban infrastructure, sus-
tainability indicators, sustainability framework, triple bottom line approach, life cycle 
thinking tools, life cycle assessment, sustainability tools, life cycle costing, SLCA, and 
system dynamics. We considered the most relevant articles following the research criteria 
shown in Table 1.

Fig. 2   Life cycle thinking based sustainability assessment framework
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Domain areas applied are environmental studies, ecology, urban studies, management, 
economics, business, construction building technology, energy fuel, social science and 
other topics, engineering, and architecture. Moreover, in the assortment of literature mate-
rials, prominence has been given to methodologies instead of applications.

Titles, abstracts, and keywords were read to make sure the paper was relevant to meet 
the objectives. If it appears relevant, then the complete article is read to decide if it must 
be considered or not. This method aided in further limiting the number of inappropriate 
articles accessible. The complete selection process took a prolonged time to pick the very 
appropriate articles related to the topic (Table. 2). Articles satisfying the assessment stand-
ards were additionally assessed for the different tools and frameworks described in them. 
After thoroughly studying and evaluating a great number of documents, 65 articles were 
chosen for the analysis (Table. 2). All these articles are mentioned in the reference list. 
The critical evaluations of the chosen studies are reviewed, and the tools described in these 
materials are used as input in the development of our proposed framework.

Table 1   Research criteria

Dataset Web of science and Elsevier’s scopus

Time 2011 to Oct 2023
Document type Articles and review
Source type Journal articles and international conference proceedings
Keywords “Infrastructure management”, “Sustainable assessment”, 

“Urban infrastructure”, “Sustainability indicators”, 
“Sustainability framework”, “Triple bottom line 
approach”, “Life cycle thinking tools”, “Life cycle 
assessment”, “Sustainability Tools”, “Life cycle cost-
ing”, “SLCA”, and “System dynamics”

Table 2   Articles selection process

Selection process No. of documents

Initial search from the web of science and Scopus for the keywords Web of science Scopus

“Infrastructure management”, “Sustainable assessment”, “Urban infrastruc-
ture”, “Sustainability indicators”, “Sustainability framework”, “Triple 
bottom line approach”, “Life cycle thinking tools”, “Life cycle assess-
ment”, "Sustainability Tools", “Life cycle costing”, “SLCA”, and “System 
dynamics”. (With "OR" and "AND" parameters)

3056 4028

After applying multiple refineries (document type, Domain/Area) 1050 1270
After removing duplicates (1050 + 714) 1764
Articles screened after the exclusion and inclusion Criteria 660
Selection based on Title and abstract reading 105
Selection based on full reading of the papers 75
Following a rigorous screening process to achieve high-quality Articles 65
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4 � Results and Discussion

4.1 � LCT‑Based Framework

Based on the standard approach to decision analysis (Belton & Stewart, 2002), the pro-
posed framework utilises life cycle thinking tools, consisting of: (1) project structuring: 
a conceptual stage during which stakeholders reconcile; (2) project analysis: it is further 
divided into mandatory and optional sections; and (3) project resolution and implementa-
tion: it is at this stage that the project will be executed. The function of various elements of 
the framework is to make policymakers and decision-makers aware of the various potential 
factors that will shape the assessment outcome.

4.2 � Project Structuring

To carry out a project, its scope needs to be defined first and foremost. In our proposed 
framework, project structuring is a conceptual step where pacification is undertaken among 
stakeholders. The experts’ stakeholders may understand what needs to be done to meet key 
sustainability criteria and indicators. A sustainable development goal is established based 
on economic, social, and environmental criteria; therefore, it would require conciliation on 
different sustainability indicators and expectations among different stakeholders to reach 
the sustainability objectives in terms of the environment, economy, and society.

From the previous studies, we understand that the main objective of sustainability 
assessment should begin with evaluation and decision-making because decision-makers 
have a huge impact on the future sustainability performance of the project (Raimi, 2020). 
Since the sustainability of infrastructure systems is assessed using economic, environmen-
tal, and social factors, this framework’s first stage aims to characterise the expectations and 
sustainability concerns of decision-makers and different stakeholders through a joint con-
sultation. Subsequently, it will be interpreted into decision-making criteria for evaluating 
the project. The implementation of sustainability principles is more effective at the plan-
ning stage than at the end of the process.

Policymakers, citizens, investors, users, planners, and entrepreneurs are key actors in 
any infrastructure system, and all have their own demands, expectations, and goals that 
need to be achieved. The participation of diverse stakeholders in the course of decision-
making is reflected to be one of the vital rudiments of sustainability assessment (Salem 
et al., 2018; Schneider & Buser, 2018). Indeed, it is normally complex and challenging to 
holistically take into consideration the views of a wide range of stakeholders. However, 
sustainable infrastructure also means balancing different demands and preferences (Ferrer 
et al., 2018; Yang et al., 2023). For this reason, involving stakeholders to comprehend their 
point of view is undoubtedly a fundamental measure in decision-making. Thus, the inten-
tion of this step is to define the sustainability issues and expectations of decision makers 
and stakeholders through mutual consultation, and then these will be interpreted into quan-
tifiable indicators for decision-making criteria (Ferreira et al., 2020; Lee, 2020; Rosasco & 
Sdino, 2023). Moreover, the literature describes how sustainability can be integrated into 
decision-making and implementation processes, as well as how the term can be applied to 
the assessment of infrastructure projects (Kalbar & Das, 2020; Kylili & Fokaides, 2017).
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4.3 � Project Analysis

After identifying stakeholders’ sustainability concerns and expectations, we can recon-
cile the expected indicators and criteria to eradicate those similar indicators and adopt 
the most relevant indicators for building a sustainable project. The sustainability indica-
tors acknowledged at this stage will be used as a criterion to guide the decision-making 
process. Many indicators can be considered in this process, depending on the stake-
holders, decision-makers, other participants, and the type of infrastructure project. The 
main challenge is to support stakeholders in knowing their priorities and those of the 
other actors in order to achieve a shared solution (Stanitsas et  al., 2021). To address 
this difficulty and the classification of each indicator, MCDA and FCM can be utilised, 
whereby participants are required to explain their priorities and choices for various cri-
teria (Assunção et al., 2020; Khan et al., 2022; Kosko, 1986). This method is a suitable 
decision-making practice for “tackling complicated problems containing inconsistent 
objectives, high uncertainty, multiple interests and perspectives, diverse types of data, 
and the accounting for intricate and progressing biophysical and socio-economic struc-
tures.” Several researchers have indicated that MCDA is a highly suitable tool to imple-
ment for decisions and choices based on an incorporated sustainability appraisal. For 
adopting sustainability, the MCDA incorporates the recognition of sustainability meas-
ures, the assessment of each option, the allocation of weighting factors to the criteria, 
and ultimately the evaluation by applying a technique for ranking the options (Jato-
Espino et  al., 2014; Yang et  al., 2023). This method is appropriate when permitting 
stakeholder participation and encouraging public involvement. Its main characteristic 
is its ability to model interactions among diverse variables. Furthermore, the effective-
ness of FCM for complex infrastructure systems has also been praised by many authors. 
Using FCM, neural networks and fuzzy set theory are integrated. As shown in its graph-
ical representation (Kosko, 1986), each node represents a variable in the system and 
represents the system’s behaviour as a network of nodes (Dickerson & Kosko, 1997). 
To make sure that we have selected the most relevant parameters, we can also conduct a 
variability and sensitivity analysis (Then et al., 2021).

Being LCT approaches, LCC, LCA, and SLCA could play a significant role in guid-
ing the selection of environmental, social, and economic indicators. Indeed, LCA, LCC, 
and SLCA are approaches applied to estimate environmental, economic, and social indica-
tors, respectively (Petit-Boix et al., 2017; Ramos da Silva et al., 2023; Toniolo et al., 2020; 
Wang et al., 2023). LCA is a practice for the assessment of the environmental impacts of an 
activity, product, or process. The application of LCA for decision-making includes an envi-
ronmental performance assessment of the entire life cycle from “cradle to grave” (Yahya 
et al., 2016). This method has been extensively used in the decision-making process and 
has been utilised to a range of disciplines involving energy, transport, and road infrastruc-
ture project (Celauro et al., 2023; Ramos da Silva et al., 2023; Visentin et al., 2020).

SLCA considers the social impacts of an infrastructure project, such as the impact on 
local communities, labour conditions, human health, etc. It can be used to identify social 
risks and opportunities associated with different design options and construction materials 
at different stages of an infrastructure project (Rivai et al., 2023; Rosasco & Sdino, 2023). 
However, SLCA practices are in an initial period of development where unanimity building 
still has a long way to go (Toniolo et al., 2020). Furthermore, LCC is an economic tool that 
supports decision-makers in evaluating the life-cycle cost of various projects. It considers 
the initial cost of the project as well as maintenance and repair costs and disposal costs at 
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the end of the project life cycle. However, these tools have limitations, and all sustainabil-
ity criteria are not totally integrated, but these tools can be considered as a special step to 
specify a comprehensive sustainability impact appraisal tools (Sarkar et al., 2023; Toniolo 
et al., 2020; Wang et al., 2023).

In summary, these tools are important for assessing environmental, social, and eco-
nomic aspects of infrastructure development. These tools can help decision-makers iden-
tify opportunities for reducing environmental impacts, improving cost effectiveness, and 
maximising social benefits associated with infrastructure projects. We can capitalise on the 
potential of life cycle thinking tools and account for stakeholders’ influence through these 
approaches. Though the key task is to opt for handy amounts of sustainability indicators for 
the process of decision-making and, in the meantime, ensure that the indicators refer to all 
sustainability concerns and issues,.

4.3.1 � Project Optimization

The presented MCDA and LCT tools are pondered steady-state techniques, cannot 
anticipate projections and future trends, and do not reflect relationships between various 
criteria and outcomes over time. A simulation system can be applied to foresee potential 
challenges in advance and build a cost-efficient and fast construction process. In this 
sense, it is essential to model the dynamic interrelation between variables over time 
(Jato-Espino et al., 2014). Computational tools, e.g., agent-based modelling (ABM) and 
system synamics (SD), for the assessment of sustainability can help to model the deci-
sive variables capable of influencing the behaviour of the system to achieve more effi-
cient results from an environmental and socioeconomic point of view (Aka, 2019; Li 
et al., 2020; Osman, 2012; Xu & Zou, 2021).

By considering the economic, environmental, and social dynamics within specific 
geographical regions, ABM, and SD can build the appropriate model required for a 
more resilient sustainability assessment. ABM can be an effective method for inves-
tigating construction problems, forecasting the consequences of various situations, 
and picking the best solution, given the complexity and dynamic nature of construc-
tion problems due to the multitudinous and unstable factors involved (Khodabandelu 
& Park, 2021). It is capable of processing some of the intricacies that evolve from the 
connections of system elements. Ding et  al., 2016, recommended a five-step structure 
for developing an agent-base model for construction devastation waste management. 
An agent-based model (ABM) involves agents interacting in an environment to predict 
the model’s future behavior. The ABM model has four main components: the agents; 
the environment in which it acts; the rules that direct the agents’ communicational and 
decision-making roles; and their connections with their environment and with each 
other (Lee et al., 2013). The ABM technique has been applied in diverse types of con-
struction projects (Rozo et  al., 2019; Zhao et  al., 2012). We may possibly model the 
prevailing dynamic interrelationship between sustainability indicators along with future 
projections.

The integration of agent-based modelling and the ideas of system dynamics offers the 
possibility of uniting the strengths of the two approaches (Nasirzadeh et al., 2018). Sys-
tem dynamics is valuable for realising the complex behaviour of systems and the impacts 
of casual feedback loops over time (Coyle, 1997). The system dynamics approach has 
been effectively applied to topics ranging from environmental, social, and manufactur-
ing to project management systems (Golroudbary & Zahraee, 2015; Haghshenas et al., 
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2015; Jifeng et al., 2008; Vafa-Arani et al., 2014). The infrastructure project is a compli-
cated system with non-linear feedback loops amongst various variables and subsystems 
that are affected by socio-economic and environmental factors. Modelling causal rela-
tionships facilitates characterising crucial interrelatedness with sustainability indicators, 
which can lead to improved decision-making and proficient indicator-based reporting. 
System dynamics and agent-based modelling are approaches for examining nonlinear 
socio-economic and environmental systems. In some conditions in which applying 
SD has problems, it might be helpful to use ABM; however, both can be applied in a 
complementary manner with each other (Nasirzadeh et al., 2018). The recognised tech-
niques illustrated above and computational tools can be useful for the dynamic inter-
action between indicators for the sustainability assessment of any system investigated. 
Nevertheless, in our proposed framework, these tools are optional and depend on the 
interests of policymaker and decision-makers and the nature of the project being imple-
mented. Eventually, using these computational tools as a policy with other methods, 
such as the LCT approach and MCDA, can be combined to deliver a practical, dynamic 
sustainability assessment.

4.3.2 � Scenarios Analysis

After the objectives and scope of the project have been defined, i.e., sustainability criteria and 
metrics, using the tools and techniques mentioned above, the stakeholders and decision-mak-
ers classify the different scenarios that are to be considered based on their sustainability crite-
ria. This will assist the decision-makers in exploring various potential strategies regarding the 
project. Backcasting, forecasting, and foresight are the three-scenario development approaches 
for planning and policymaking (Dixon et  al., 2014; McPhearson et  al., 2016; Sadovnikova 
et  al., 2013). Specifically, backcasting requires backward planning from a particular set of 
goals or desired future endpoint to the current state to determine the feasibility of that future 
viewpoint and the policy measures essential to achieving that state (González-González et al., 
2020).

On the other side, forecasting practice is applied as a data analysis methodology to produce 
future conditions from current information (Montgomery et al., 2015). It facilitates prevent-
ing losses by contemplating all key knowledge when structuring applicable decisions. In this 
sense, forecasting makes it easier for policymakers to identify reasonable estimates of the dif-
ferent activities.

The foresight procedure is also used to create or alter future scenarios by linking them 
to the present. It could perhaps have a positive effect on sustainable infrastructure policy by 
allowing examination of its broader socioeconomic and environmental implications (Fernán-
dez-Güell et al., 2016).

In literature, there are various statistical means, quantitative and qualitative checks, uncer-
tainty, and sensitivity scrutiny that we can perform to enhance the robustness of the results 
(Cohen, 2017). However, this is possible under the assumption of good-quality data. The inte-
gration of participants’ perspectives and the dynamic interrelationship of various indicators 
through computational techniques in the framework enhances the relevance of a valid LCT 
approach for urban infrastructure systems (Visentin et al., 2020).
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4.4 � Project Resolution

In the third phase of the proposed framework, the policymakers use the outcomes, i.e., sus-
tainability indicators identified at the project analysis stage, for the sustainable infrastructure 
project. Suppose all the participants agree on the defined scenario or criteria. In that case, an 
evaluation can be made. The procedure will be repetitive to persuade further learning about 
the determined standards and assure that subsequent decisions are reached with full aware-
ness of potential consequences. Therefore, the proposed sustainability assessment framework 
uses an iterative approach to adapt to stakeholders and issues. At the same time, the developed 
framework is generic and flexible and can be functional for diverse infrastructure projects to 
evaluate the project’s sustainability.

5 � Conclusions and Recommendations

The review conducted in the preceding sections reveals that, though the notion of sustain-
ability has gained a growing reputation, the broad sustainability evaluation of infrastruc-
ture projects is still an unresolved issue. To achieve the sustainability goals of environmen-
tal, economic, and social aspects of urban development, a system- and life-cycle-thinking 
approach is necessary. In this review, we found that none of the present tools included all 
the necessary requirements to be appropriate for sustainability appraisal of infrastructure; 
specifically, the existing tools did not integrate a wide enough range of impacts to be com-
pliant with a life-cycle approach, did not provide a rigorous method to analyse the bal-
ance among the “triple bottom line” aspects (economic, social, and environmental), and 
did not include the context-sensitive nature of sustainability. However, integrating these 
tools could lead to a more holistic approach to the assessment of sustainability for urban 
infrastructure. In other words, by combining the strengths of different tools, a more com-
plete and comprehensive approach to sustainability can be achieved. Our approach to infra-
structure development is based on a life cycle thinking framework that incorporates stake-
holders’ assessments through MCDA techniques and dynamic systems modeling. A new 
framework has been developed, combining life cycle thinking with computational tools, 
e.g., agent-based modelling, and system dynamics. According to the framework, the aim is 
to recognise the pathways that infrastructure projects should take in order to attain certain 
sustainability goals associated with numerous socioeconomic and environmental factors in 
order to achieve specific long-term sustainability goals. Although the proposed framework 
provides a method for evaluating infrastructure projects on a wide range of parameters, its 
limitation is that it requires a significant amount of high-quality data, which is difficult to 
collect unless you are directly involved in managing the project. Accordingly, in order to 
assess the economic, environmental, and social impact of the project, those who are actu-
ally familiar with the data of the project can use the tools provided in the framework for 
the life cycle assessment of the project in terms of sustainability indicators. With the help 
of technical staff and practitioners of life cycle thinking tools, the proposed framework can 
be used by decision-makers to assist them in making the best decisions concerning the 
sustainability assessment of urban infrastructure projects. This framework should therefore 
be used by construction industries and urban planners in the planning of infrastructure pro-
jects. In addition, it can be applied to evaluate projects at multiple scales and at individual 
and system levels to take into account the economic, environmental, and social goals of a 
proposed project. Sustainable urban infrastructure can be enhanced through the use of the 
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sustainable assessment tools outlined in the framework. Furthermore, the framework helps 
decision-makers and construction experts’ tradeoff between preferences, allowing them to 
make more relevant decisions.

Like all other research and despite the efforts of the authors this study has also limita-
tion which could be perform in the future research. The finding of this study reflects only 
certain aspects of the proposed tools related to infrastructure implementation and didn’t 
examine the tools in depth. In-depth examination of the tools could considerably assist 
in advancing the knowledge of construction sustainability. Another limitation and future 
research direction could be the application of the framework. Since stated above the imple-
mentation of the framework requires huge data which is difficult to acquire if not directly 
involved in the project. Evidently, investigating the identified tools in more real-life con-
struction projects would provide better insights into the applicability of the tools in the 
framework in different cultural and industrial contexts, and of the potential new tools that 
are missing. Furthermore, qualitative case studies research that would discourse by what 
means sustainability is coped mainly in complex infrastructure projects would be of worth, 
since institutional and socio-political influence are typically significant in these projects. 
Focus-group research could also be carried out to validate the framework, the tools used in 
the development of framework, and its useful for the construction sustainability.

Funding  Open access funding provided by Università degli Studi di Padova within the CRUI-CARE 
Agreement.

Declarations 

Competing interests  The authors declare that they have no known competing financial interests or personal 
relationships that could have appeared to influence the work reported in this paper.

Open Access  This article is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License, 
which permits use, sharing, adaptation, distribution and reproduction in any medium or format, as long 
as you give appropriate credit to the original author(s) and the source, provide a link to the Creative Com-
mons licence, and indicate if changes were made. The images or other third party material in this article 
are included in the article’s Creative Commons licence, unless indicated otherwise in a credit line to the 
material. If material is not included in the article’s Creative Commons licence and your intended use is not 
permitted by statutory regulation or exceeds the permitted use, you will need to obtain permission directly 
from the copyright holder. To view a copy of this licence, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.

References

Adebowale, O.J., & Agumba, J.N. (2023). A bibliometric analysis of sustainable construction practices—
Implication on construction productivity. In Construction in 5D: Deconstruction, Digitalization, Dis-
ruption, Disaster, Development  (pp. 181–194). Springer, Cham. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1007/​978-3-​030-​
97748-1_​15

Adshead, D., Thacker, S., Fuldauer, L. I., & Hall, J. W. (2019). Delivering on the sustainable development 
goals through long-term infrastructure planning. Global Environmental Change, 59, 101975. https://​
doi.​org/​10.​1016/j.​gloen​vcha.​2019.​101975

Agarchand, N., & Laishram, B. (2017). Sustainable infrastructure development challenges through PPP pro-
curement process: Indian perspective. International Journal of Managing Projects in Business, 10(3), 
642–662. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1108/​IJMPB-​10-​2016-​0078

Aka, K. G. (2019). Actor-network theory to understand, track and succeed in a sustainable innovation devel-
opment process. Journal of Cleaner Production, 225, 524–540. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1016/j.​jclep​ro.​
2019.​03.​351

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-97748-1_15
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-97748-1_15
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.gloenvcha.2019.101975
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.gloenvcha.2019.101975
https://doi.org/10.1108/IJMPB-10-2016-0078
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2019.03.351
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2019.03.351


1187LCT‑Based Framework for the Assessment of Sustainability:…

Albino, V., & Berardi, U. (2012). Green buildings and organizational changes in Italian case studies. Busi-
ness Strategy and the Environment, 21(6), 387–400. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1002/​bse.​1728

Alvanchi, A., Lee, S., & AbouRizk, S. (2011). Modeling framework and architecture of hybrid system 
dynamics and discrete event simulation for construction. Computer-Aided Civil and Infrastructure 
Engineering, 26(2), 77–91. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1111/j.​1467-​8667.​2010.​00650.x

Alwan, Z., Jones, P., & Holgate, P. (2017). Strategic sustainable development in the UK construction indus-
try, through the framework for strategic sustainable development, using building information model-
ling. Journal of Cleaner Production, 140, 349–358. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1016/j.​jclep​ro.​2015.​12.​085

Assunção, E. R. G. T. R., Ferreira, F. A. F., Meidutė-Kavaliauskienė, I., Zopounidis, C., Pereira, L. F., & 
Correia, R. J. C. (2020). Rethinking urban sustainability using fuzzy cognitive mapping and system 
dynamics. International Journal of Sustainable Development & World Ecology, 27(3), 261–275. 
https://​doi.​org/​10.​1080/​13504​509.​2020.​17229​73

Azapagic, A., & Perdan, S. (2000). Indicators of sustainable development for industry: A general frame-
work. Process Safety and Environmental Protection, 78(4), 243–261. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1205/​09575​
82005​30763

Belton, V., & Stewart, T. (2002). Multiple criteria decision analysis: an integrated approach. Berlin: 
Springer Science & Business Media.

Bossink, B. A. (2002). A Dutch public-private strategy for innovation in sustainable construction. Construc-
tion Management & Economics, 20(7), 633–642. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1080/​01446​19021​01635​34

Brundtland, G.H. (1987). Report of the World Commission on environment and development:" our common 
future.". UN.

Bueno, P. C., Vassallo, J. M., & Cheung, K. (2015). Sustainability assessment of transport infrastructure 
projects: A review of existing tools and methods. Transport Reviews, 35(5), 622–649. https://​doi.​org/​
10.​1080/​01441​647.​2015.​10414​35

Celauro, C., Cardella, A., & Guerrieri, M. (2023). LCA of different construction choices for a double-track 
railway line for sustainability evaluations. Sustainability, 15(6), 5066. https://​doi.​org/​10.​3390/​su150​
65066

Chan, E. H., Qian, Q. K., & Lam, P. T. (2009). The market for green building in developed Asian cities—the 
perspectives of building designers. Energy Policy, 37(8), 3061–3070. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1016/j.​enpol.​
2009.​03.​057

Chen, Y., Okudan, G. E., & Riley, D. R. (2010). Sustainable performance criteria for construction method 
selection in concrete buildings. Automation in Construction, 19(2), 235–244. https://​doi.​org/​10.​
1016/j.​autcon.​2009.​10.​004

Cohen, M. (2017). A systematic review of urban sustainability assessment literature. Sustainability, 9(11), 
2048. https://​doi.​org/​10.​3390/​su911​2048

Coyle, R. G. (1997). System dynamics modelling: A practical approach. Journal of the Operational 
Research Society, 48(5), 544–544. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1057/​palgr​ave.​jors.​26006​82

Dalla Mora, T., Righi, A., Peron, F., & Romagnoni, P. (2017). Cost-optimal measures for renovation of 
existing school buildings towards nZEB. Energy Procedia, 140, 288–302. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1016/j.​
egypro.​2017.​11.​143

Darko, A., & Chan, A. P. (2017). Review of barriers to green building adoption. Sustainable Development, 
25(3), 167–179. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1002/​sd.​1651

Devuyst, D. (1999). Sustainability assessment: The application of a methodological framework. Journal of 
Environmental Assessment Policy and Management, 1(04), 459–487. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1142/​S1464​
33329​90003​51

Dickerson, J. A., & Kosko, B. (1997). Fuzzy Engineering, chapter Ellipsoidal fuzzy systems.
Dickie, I., & Howard, N. (2000).  Assessing environmental impacts of construction: Industry consensus, 

BREEAM and UK Ecopoints. Building Research Establishment.
Ding, Z., Wang, Y., & Zou, P. X. (2016). An agent based environmental impact assessment of building 

demolition waste management: Conventional versus green management. Journal of Cleaner Produc-
tion, 133, 1136–1153. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1016/j.​jclep​ro.​2016.​06.​054

Dixon, T., Eames, M., Britnell, J., Watson, G. B., & Hunt, M. (2014). Urban retrofitting: Identifying disrup-
tive and sustaining technologies using performative and foresight techniques. Technological Forecast-
ing and Social Change, 89, 131–144. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1016/j.​techf​ore.​2013.​08.​027

Emas, R. (2015). The concept of sustainable development: Definition and defining principles. Brief for 
GSDR, 2015, 10–13140.

Europea, C. (2007). Communication from the Commission to the Council, the European Parliament, the 
European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions. It is always a good 
time to learn. COM, 558.

https://doi.org/10.1002/bse.1728
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-8667.2010.00650.x
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2015.12.085
https://doi.org/10.1080/13504509.2020.1722973
https://doi.org/10.1205/095758200530763
https://doi.org/10.1205/095758200530763
https://doi.org/10.1080/01446190210163534
https://doi.org/10.1080/01441647.2015.1041435
https://doi.org/10.1080/01441647.2015.1041435
https://doi.org/10.3390/su15065066
https://doi.org/10.3390/su15065066
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.enpol.2009.03.057
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.enpol.2009.03.057
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.autcon.2009.10.004
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.autcon.2009.10.004
https://doi.org/10.3390/su9112048
https://doi.org/10.1057/palgrave.jors.2600682
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.egypro.2017.11.143
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.egypro.2017.11.143
https://doi.org/10.1002/sd.1651
https://doi.org/10.1142/S1464333299000351
https://doi.org/10.1142/S1464333299000351
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2016.06.054
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.techfore.2013.08.027


1188	 K. Khan, T. Henschel 

European Commission. (2010). ‘Directive 2010/31/EU of the European parliament and of the council of 19 
May 2010 on the energy performance of buildings (EPBD recast). The Official Journal of the Euro-
pean Union 2010, 53.’ [Online]. Available: http://​eur-​lex.​europa.​eu/​LexUr​iServ/​LexUr​iServ.​do?​uri=​
OJ:L:​2010:​153:​FULL:​EN:​PDF

European Commission. (2011).  Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the 
Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions Youth 
Opportunities Initiative. Brussels, Belgium: European Commission. http://​eur-​lex.​europa.​eu/​LexUr​
iServ/​LexUr​iServ.​do?​uri=​COM%​3A2011%​3A0933%​3AFIN%​3AEN%​3APDF

Fernández-Güell, J. M., Collado-Lara, M., Guzmán-Arana, S., & Fernández-Anez, V. (2016). Incorporating 
a systemic and foresight approach into smart city initiatives: The case of Spanish cities. Journal of 
Urban Technology, 23(3), 43–67. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1080/​10630​732.​2016.​11644​41

Fernández-Sánchez, G., & Rodríguez-López, F. (2010). A methodology to identify sustainability indicators 
in construction project management—Application to infrastructure projects in Spain. Ecological Indi-
cators, 10(6), 1193–1201. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1016/j.​ecoli​nd.​2010.​04.​009

Ferreira, V., Barreira, A. P., Loures, L., Antunes, D., & Panagopoulos, T. (2020). Stakeholders’ engagement 
on nature-based solutions: A systematic literature review. Sustainability, 12(2), 640. https://​doi.​org/​
10.​3390/​su120​20640

Ferrer, A. L. C., Thomé, A. M. T., & Scavarda, A. J. (2018). Sustainable urban infrastructure: A review. 
Resources, Conservation and Recycling, 128, 360–372. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1016/j.​resco​nrec.​2016.​07.​
017

Golroudbary, S. R., & Zahraee, S. M. (2015). System dynamics model for optimizing the recycling and col-
lection of waste material in a closed-loop supply chain. Simulation Modelling Practice and Theory, 
53, 88–102. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1016/j.​simpat.​2015.​02.​001

González-González, E., Nogués, S., & Stead, D. (2020). Parking futures: Preparing European cities for the 
advent of automated vehicles. Land Use Policy, 91, 104010. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1016/j.​landu​sepol.​
2019.​05.​029

Haghshenas, H., Vaziri, M., & Gholamialam, A. (2015). Evaluation of sustainable policy in urban trans-
portation using system dynamics and world cities data: A case study in Isfahan. Cities, 45, 104–
115. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1016/j.​cities.​2014.​11.​003

Häkkinen, T., & Belloni, K. (2011). Barriers and drivers for sustainable building. Building Research & 
Information, 39(3), 239–255. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1080/​09613​218.​2011.​561948

Hendricks, M. D., Meyer, M. A., Gharaibeh, N. G., Van Zandt, S., Masterson, J., Cooper, J. T., Jr., Hor-
ney, J. A., & Berke, P. (2018). The development of a participatory assessment technique for infra-
structure: Neighborhood-level monitoring towards sustainable infrastructure systems. Sustainable 
Cities and Society, 38, 265–274. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1016/j.​scs.​2017.​12.​039

Hill, R. C., & Bowen, P. A. (1997). Sustainable construction: Principles and a framework for attainment. 
Construction Management & Economics, 15(3), 223–239. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1080/​01446​19973​
72971

Hu, M., Van Der Voet, E., & Huppes, G. (2010). Dynamic material flow analysis for strategic construc-
tion and demolition waste management in Beijing. Journal of Industrial Ecology, 14(3), 440–456. 
https://​doi.​org/​10.​1111/j.​1530-​9290.​2010.​00245.x

Huang, L., Krigsvoll, G., Johansen, F., Liu, Y., & Zhang, X. (2018). Carbon emission of global construc-
tion sector. Renewable and Sustainable Energy Reviews, 81, 1906–1916. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1016/j.​
rser.​2017.​06.​001

Hugé, J., Waas, T., Dahdouh-Guebas, F., Koedam, N., & Block, T. (2013). A discourse-analytical per-
spective on sustainability assessment: Interpreting sustainable development in practice. Sustain-
ability Science, 8, 187–198. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1007/​s11625-​012-​0184-2

Jato-Espino, D., Castillo-Lopez, E., Rodriguez-Hernandez, J., & Canteras-Jordana, J. C. (2014). A 
review of application of multi-criteria decision making methods in construction. Automation in 
Construction, 45, 151–162. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1016/j.​autcon.​2014.​05.​013

Jifeng, W. A. N. G., Huapu, L. U., & Hu, P. E. N. G. (2008). System dynamics model of urban transpor-
tation system and its application. Journal of Transportation Systems Engineering and Information 
Technology, 8(3), 83–89. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1016/​S1570-​6672(08)​60027-6

Kalbar, P. P., & Das, D. (2020). Advancing life cycle sustainability assessment using multiple criteria 
decision making. In Life cycle sustainability assessment for decision-making (pp. 205–224). Else-
vier. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1016/​B978-0-​12-​818355-​7.​00010-5

Khan, K., Depczyńska, K. S., Dembińska, I., & Ioppolo, G. (2022). Most relevant sustainability criteria 
for urban infrastructure projects—AHP analysis for the Gulf States. Sustainability, 14(22), 14717. 
https://​doi.​org/​10.​3390/​su142​214717

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:153:FULL:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:153:FULL:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM%3A2011%3A0933%3AFIN%3AEN%3APDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM%3A2011%3A0933%3AFIN%3AEN%3APDF
https://doi.org/10.1080/10630732.2016.1164441
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecolind.2010.04.009
https://doi.org/10.3390/su12020640
https://doi.org/10.3390/su12020640
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.resconrec.2016.07.017
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.resconrec.2016.07.017
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.simpat.2015.02.001
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.landusepol.2019.05.029
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.landusepol.2019.05.029
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cities.2014.11.003
https://doi.org/10.1080/09613218.2011.561948
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scs.2017.12.039
https://doi.org/10.1080/014461997372971
https://doi.org/10.1080/014461997372971
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1530-9290.2010.00245.x
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.rser.2017.06.001
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.rser.2017.06.001
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11625-012-0184-2
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.autcon.2014.05.013
https://doi.org/10.1016/S1570-6672(08)60027-6
https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-12-818355-7.00010-5
https://doi.org/10.3390/su142214717


1189LCT‑Based Framework for the Assessment of Sustainability:…

Khodabandelu, A., & Park, J. (2021). Agent-based modeling and simulation in construction. Automation 
in Construction, 131, 103882. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1016/j.​autcon.​2021.​103882

Kibert, C.J. (1994). Establishing principles and a model for sustainable construction. In Proceedings of 
the first international conference on sustainable construction (pp. 6–9). Tampa, FL: CIB Publica-
tions TG 16, Roterdão.

Kibert, C. J. (2016). Sustainable construction: Green building design and delivery. John Wiley & Sons.
Kitchenham, B. (2004). Procedures for performing systematic reviews. Keele, UK, Keele University, 

33(2004), 1–26.
Kosko, B. (1986). Fuzzy cognitive maps. International Journal of Man-Machine Studies, 24(1), 65–75. 

https://​doi.​org/​10.​1016/​S0020-​7373(86)​80040-2
Kwatra, S., Kumar, A., & Sharma, P. (2020). A critical review of studies related to construction and 

computation of sustainable development indices. Ecological Indicators, 112, 106061. https://​doi.​
org/​10.​1016/j.​ecoli​nd.​2019.​106061

Kylili, A., & Fokaides, P. A. (2017). Policy trends for the sustainability assessment of construction mate-
rials: A review. Sustainable Cities and Society, 35, 280–288. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1016/j.​scs.​2017.​
08.​013

Labuschagne, C., & Brent, A. C. (2005). Sustainable project life cycle management: The need to inte-
grate life cycles in the manufacturing sector. International Journal of Project Management, 23(2), 
159–168. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1016/j.​ijpro​man.​2004.​06.​003

Lal, R., Bouma, J., Brevik, E., Dawson, L., Field, D. J., Glaser, B., & Zhang, J. (2021). Soils and sus-
tainable development goals of the United Nations: An International Union of Soil Sciences per-
spective. Geoderma Regional, 25, e00398. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1016/j.​geodrs.​2021.​e00398

Larsson, J., & Larsson, L. (2020). Integration, application and importance of collaboration in sustainable 
project management. Sustainability, 12(2), 585. https://​doi.​org/​10.​3390/​su120​20585

Lee, K. C., Lee, H., Lee, N., & Lim, J. (2013). An agent-based fuzzy cognitive map approach to the stra-
tegic marketing planning for industrial firms. Industrial Marketing Management, 42(4), 552–563. 
https://​doi.​org/​10.​1016/j.​indma​rman.​2013.​03.​007

Lee, Y. C. (2020). Communicating sustainable development: Effects of stakeholder-centric perceived sus-
tainability. Corporate Social Responsibility and Environmental Management, 27(4), 1540–1551. 
https://​doi.​org/​10.​1002/​csr.​1900

Li, F., Liu, X., Zhang, X., Zhao, D., Liu, H., Zhou, C., & Wang, R. (2017). Urban ecological infrastructure: 
An integrated network for ecosystem services and sustainable urban systems. Journal of Cleaner Pro-
duction, 163, S12–S18. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1016/j.​jclep​ro.​2016.​02.​079

Li, G., Kou, C., Wang, Y., & Yang, H. (2020). System dynamics modelling for improving urban resilience in 
Beijing, China. Resources, Conservation and Recycling, 161, 104954. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1016/j.​resco​
nrec.​2020.​104954

Manioudis, M., & Meramveliotakis, G. (2022). Broad strokes towards a grand theory in the analysis of 
sustainable development: A return to the classical political economy. New Political Economy, 27(5), 
866–878. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1080/​13563​467.​2022.​20381​14

Maqbool, R., Namaghi, J. R., Rashid, Y., & Altuwaim, A. (2023). How modern methods of construction 
would support to meet the sustainable construction 2025 targets, the answer is still unclear. Ain Shams 
Engineering Journal, 14(4), 101943. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1016/j.​asej.​2022.​101943

McPhearson, T., Iwaniec, D. M., & Bai, X. (2016). Positive visions for guiding urban transformations 
toward sustainable futures. Current Opinion in Environmental Sustainability, 22, 33–40. https://​doi.​
org/​10.​1016/j.​cosust.​2017.​04.​004

Mirabella, N., Allacker, K., & Sala, S. (2019). Current trends and limitations of life cycle assessment 
applied to the urban scale: Critical analysis and review of selected literature. The International Jour-
nal of Life Cycle Assessment, 24, 1174–1193. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1007/​s11367-​018-​1467-3

Moldavska, A., & Welo, T. (2019). A Holistic approach to corporate sustainability assessment: Incorporat-
ing sustainable development goals into sustainable manufacturing performance evaluation. Journal of 
Manufacturing Systems, 50, 53–68. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1016/j.​jmsy.​2018.​11.​004

Montgomery, D. C., Jennings, C. L., & Kulahci, M. (2015). Introduction to time series analysis and fore-
casting. John Wiley & Sons.

Montiel, I., Cuervo-Cazurra, A., Park, J., Antolín-López, R., & Husted, B. W. (2021). Implementing the 
United Nations’ sustainable development goals in international business. Journal of International 
Business Studies, 52(5), 999–1030. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1057/​s41267-​021-​00445-y

Munyasya, B. M., & Chileshe, N. (2018). Towards sustainable infrastructure development: Drivers, barriers, 
strategies, and coping mechanisms. Sustainability, 10(12), 4341. https://​doi.​org/​10.​3390/​su101​24341

Nasirzadeh, F., Khanzadi, M., & Mir, M. (2018). A hybrid simulation framework for modelling construction 
projects using agent-based modelling and system dynamics: An application to model construction 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.autcon.2021.103882
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0020-7373(86)80040-2
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecolind.2019.106061
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecolind.2019.106061
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scs.2017.08.013
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scs.2017.08.013
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijproman.2004.06.003
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.geodrs.2021.e00398
https://doi.org/10.3390/su12020585
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.indmarman.2013.03.007
https://doi.org/10.1002/csr.1900
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2016.02.079
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.resconrec.2020.104954
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.resconrec.2020.104954
https://doi.org/10.1080/13563467.2022.2038114
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.asej.2022.101943
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cosust.2017.04.004
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cosust.2017.04.004
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11367-018-1467-3
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jmsy.2018.11.004
https://doi.org/10.1057/s41267-021-00445-y
https://doi.org/10.3390/su10124341


1190	 K. Khan, T. Henschel 

workers’ safety behavior. International Journal of Construction Management, 18(2), 132–143. https://​
doi.​org/​10.​1080/​15623​599.​2017.​12854​85

Neirotti, P., De Marco, A., Cagliano, A. C., Mangano, G., & Scorrano, F. (2014). Current trends in smart 
city initiatives: Some stylised facts. Cities, 38, 25–36. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1016/j.​cities.​2013.​12.​010

Osman, H. (2012). Agent-based simulation of urban infrastructure asset management activities. Automation 
in Construction, 28, 45–57. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1016/j.​autcon.​2012.​06.​004

Paul, B. D. (2008). A history of the concept of sustainable development: Literature review. The Annals of 
the University of Oradea, Economic Sciences Series, 17(2), 576–580.

Petit-Boix, A., Llorach-Massana, P., Sanjuan-Delmás, D., Sierra-Pérez, J., Vinyes, E., Gabarrell, X., 
Rieradevall, J., & Sanyé- Mengual, E. (2017). Application of life cycle thinking towards sustaina-
ble cities: A review. Journal of Cleaner Production, 166, 939–951. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1016/j.​jclep​ro.​
2017.​08.​030

Pietrosemoli, L., & Monroy, C. R. (2013). The impact of sustainable construction and knowledge manage-
ment on sustainability goals. A review of the Venezuelan renewable energy sector. Renewable and 
Sustainable Energy Reviews, 27, 683–691. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1016/j.​rser.​2013.​07.​056

Pitt, M., Tucker, M., Riley, M., & Longden, J. (2009). Towards sustainable construction: Promotion and best 
practices. Construction Innovation, 9(2), 201–224. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1108/​14714​17091​09508​30

Polo-Mendoza, R., Mora, O., Duque, J., Turbay, E., Martinez-Arguelles, G., Fuentes, L., Guerrero, O., & 
Perez, S. (2023). Environmental and economic feasibility of implementing perpetual pavements (PPs) 
against conventional pavements: A case study of Barranquilla city. Colombia. Case Studies in Con-
struction Materials, 18, e02112. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1016/j.​cscm.​2023.​e02112

Raimi, M. O. (2020). A Critical Review of Health Impact Assessment: Towards Strengthening the Knowl-
edge of Decision Makers Understand Sustainable Development Goals in the Twenty-First Century: 
Necessity Today; Essentiality Tomorrow.  Research and Advances: Environmental Sciences, ISSN, 
2652–3655. https://​ssrn.​com/​abstr​act=​36287​38

Ramaswami, A. (2020). Unpacking the urban infrastructure nexus with environment, health, livability, well-
being, and equity. One Earth, 2(2), 120–124. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1016/j.​oneear.​2020.​02.​003

Ramdhani, A., Ramdhani, M. A., & Amin, A. S. (2014). Writing a literature review research paper: A 
step-by-step approach. International Journal of Basic and Applied Science, 3(1), 47–56.

Ramos da Silva, T., Moura, B., & Monteiro, H. (2023). Life cycle assessment of current Portuguese rail-
way and future decarbonization scenarios. Sustainability, 15(14), 11355. https://​doi.​org/​10.​3390/​
su151​411355

Rivai, F. R., Rohman, M. A., & Sumantri, B. (2023). Assessment of social sustainability performance 
for residential building. Sustainability: Science, Practice and Policy, 19(1), 2153575. https://​doi.​
org/​10.​1080/​15487​733.​2022.​21535​75

Rosasco, P., & Sdino, L. (2023). The social sustainability of the infrastructures: A case study in the 
Liguria region. Land, 12(2), 375. https://​doi.​org/​10.​3390/​land1​20203​75

Ross, N., Bowen, P. A., & Lincoln, D. (2010). Sustainable housing for low-income communities: Les-
sons for South Africa in local and other developing world cases. Construction Management and 
Economics, 28(5), 433–449. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1080/​01446​19090​34500​79

Rozo, K. R., Arellana, J., Santander-Mercado, A., & Jubiz-Diaz, M. (2019). Modelling building emer-
gency evacuation plans considering the dynamic behaviour of pedestrians using agent-based simu-
lation. Safety Science, 113, 276–284. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1016/j.​ssci.​2018.​11.​028

Sadovnikova, N., Parygin, D., Gnedkova, E., Kravets, A., Kizim, A., & Ukustov, S. (2013, July). Sce-
nario forecasting of sustainable urban development based on cognitive model. In Proceedings of 
the IADIS international conference ICT, Society and Human Beings (pp. 115–119).

Salem, M. A., Shawtari, F., Shamsudin, M. F., & Hussain, H. B. I. (2018). The consequences of integrat-
ing stakeholder engagement in sustainable development (environmental perspectives). Sustainable 
Development, 26(3), 255–268. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1002/​sd.​1699

Sarkar, D., Sheth, A., & Ranganath, N. (2023). Social benefit-cost analysis for electric BRTS in 
Ahmedabad. International Journal of Technology, 14(1), 54–64. https://​doi.​org/​10.​14716/​ijtech.​
v14i1.​3028

Sbci, U. N. E. P. (2009). Buildings and climate change: Summary for decision-makers. United Nations 
Environmental Programme, Sustainable Buildings and Climate Initiative, Paris, 1, 62.

Schneider, F., & Buser, T. (2018). Promising degrees of stakeholder interaction in research for sustaina-
ble development. Sustainability Science, 13, 129–142. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1007/​s11625-​017-​0507-4

Sharaf, F. M. (2023). Assessment of urban sustainability—The case of Amman City in Jordan. Sustain-
ability, 15(7), 5875. https://​doi.​org/​10.​3390/​su150​75875

Sharifi, A. (2021). Urban sustainability assessment: An overview and bibliometric analysis. Ecological 
Indicators, 121, 107102. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1016/j.​ecoli​nd.​2020.​107102

https://doi.org/10.1080/15623599.2017.1285485
https://doi.org/10.1080/15623599.2017.1285485
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cities.2013.12.010
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.autcon.2012.06.004
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2017.08.030
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2017.08.030
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.rser.2013.07.056
https://doi.org/10.1108/14714170910950830
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cscm.2023.e02112
https://ssrn.com/abstract=3628738
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.oneear.2020.02.003
https://doi.org/10.3390/su151411355
https://doi.org/10.3390/su151411355
https://doi.org/10.1080/15487733.2022.2153575
https://doi.org/10.1080/15487733.2022.2153575
https://doi.org/10.3390/land12020375
https://doi.org/10.1080/01446190903450079
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ssci.2018.11.028
https://doi.org/10.1002/sd.1699
https://doi.org/10.14716/ijtech.v14i1.3028
https://doi.org/10.14716/ijtech.v14i1.3028
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11625-017-0507-4
https://doi.org/10.3390/su15075875
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecolind.2020.107102


1191LCT‑Based Framework for the Assessment of Sustainability:…

Shen, L. Y., Li Hao, J., Tam, V. W. Y., & Yao, H. (2007). A checklist for assessing sustainability perfor-
mance of construction projects. Journal of Civil Engineering and Management, 13(4), 273–281.

Shen, L. Y., Tam, V. W., Tam, L., & Ji, Y. B. (2010). Project feasibility study: The key to successful 
implementation of sustainable and socially responsible construction management practice. Jour-
nal of Cleaner Production, 18(3), 254–259. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1016/j.​jclep​ro.​2009.​10.​014

Stanitsas, M., Kirytopoulos, K., & Leopoulos, V. (2021). Integrating sustainability indicators into pro-
ject management: The case of construction industry. Journal of Cleaner Production, 279, 123774. 
https://​doi.​org/​10.​1016/j.​jclep​ro.​2020.​123774

Tan, Y., Shen, L., & Yao, H. (2011). Sustainable construction practice and contractors’ competitiveness: 
A preliminary study. Habitat International, 35(2), 225–230. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1016/j.​habit​atint.​
2010.​09.​008

Thacker, S., Adshead, D., Fay, M., Hallegatte, S., Harvey, M., Meller, H., O’Regan, N., Rozenberg, J., 
Watkins, G., & Hall, J. W. (2019). Infrastructure for sustainable development. . Nature Sustain-
ability, 2(4), 324–331. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1038/​s41893-​019-​0256-8

Then, D., Bauer, J., Kneiske, T. M., & Braun, M. (2021). Interdependencies of infrastructure investment 
decisions in multi-energy systems—a sensitivity analysis for urban residential areas. Smart Cities, 
4(1), 112–145. https://​doi.​org/​10.​3390/​smart​citie​s4010​007

Tomislav, K. (2018). The concept of sustainable development: From its beginning to the contemporary 
issues. Zagreb International Review of Economics & Business, 21(1), 67–94. https://​doi.​org/​10.​
2478/​zireb-​2018-​0005

Toniolo, S., Tosato, R.C., Gambaro, F., & Ren, J. (2020). Life cycle thinking tools: Life cycle assess-
ment, life cycle costing and social life cycle assessment. In Life Cycle Sustainability Assessment 
for Decision-Making (pp. 39–56). Elsevier. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1016/​B978-0-​12-​818355-​7.​00003-8

Tranfield, D., Denyer, D., & Smart, P. (2003). Towards a methodology for developing evidence-informed 
management knowledge by means of systematic review. British Journal of Management, 14(3), 
207–222. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1111/​1467-​8551.​00375

Vafa-Arani, H., Jahani, S., Dashti, H., Heydari, J., & Moazen, S. (2014). A system dynamics modeling for 
urban air pollution: A case study of Tehran Iran. Transportation Research Part D: Transport and 
Environment, 31, 21–36. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1016/j.​trd.​2014.​05.​016

Verma, P., & Raghubanshi, A. S. (2018). Urban sustainability indicators: Challenges and opportunities. 
Ecological Indicators, 93, 282–291. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1016/j.​ecoli​nd.​2018.​05.​007

Visentin, C., da Silva Trentin, A. W., Braun, A. B., & Thomé, A. (2020). Life cycle sustainability assess-
ment: A systematic literature review through the application perspective, indicators, and methodolo-
gies. Journal of Cleaner Production, 270, 122509. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1016/j.​jclep​ro.​2020.​122509

Wang, J., Ren, Y., Shu, T., Shen, L., Liao, X., Yang, N., & He, H. (2020). Economic perspective-based 
analysis on urban infrastructures carrying capacity—A China study. Environmental Impact Assess-
ment Review, 83, 106381. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1016/j.​eiar.​2020.​106381

Wang, M., Chen, B., Zhang, D., Yuan, H., Rao, Q., Zhou, S., Li, J., Wang, W., & Tan, S. K. (2023). Com-
parative life cycle assessment and life cycle cost analysis of centralized and decentralized urban drain-
age systems: A case study in Zhujiang New Town, Guangzhou China. Journal of Cleaner Production, 
426, 139173. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1016/j.​jclep​ro.​2023.​139173

Wieser, A. A., Scherz, M., Passer, A., & Kreiner, H. (2021). Challenges of a healthy built environment: 
Air pollution in construction industry. Sustainability, 13(18), 10469. https://​doi.​org/​10.​3390/​su131​
810469

World Health Organization. (1972). Health hazards of the human environment. World Health Organization.
Wrap, C.S. (2009). Delivering higher recycled content in construction projects.  Waste Resources Action 

Programme.
Xu, X., & Zou, P. X. (2021). System dynamics analytical modeling approach for construction project man-

agement research: A critical review and future directions. Frontiers of Engineering Management, 
8(1), 17–31. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1007/​s42524-​019-​0091-7

Yahya, K., Boussabaine, H., & Alzaed, A. N. (2016). Using life cycle assessment for estimating envi-
ronmental impacts and eco-costs from the metal waste in the construction industry. Management 
of Environmental Quality: An International Journal, 27(2), 227–244. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1108/​
MEQ-​09-​2014-​0137

Yanarella, E. J., & Bartilow, H. (2000). Beyond environmental moralism and policy incrementalism in the 
global sustainability debate: Case studies and an alternative framework. Sustainable Development, 
8(3), 123–134. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1002/​1099-​1719(200008)​8:3%​3C123::​AID-​SD137%​3E3.0.​CO;2-S

Yang, Z., Barroca, B., Laffréchine, K., Weppe, A., Bony-Dandrieux, A., & Daclin, N. (2023). A multi-cri-
teria framework for critical infrastructure systems resilience. International Journal of Critical Infra-
structure Protection. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1016/j.​ijcip.​2023.​100616

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2009.10.014
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2020.123774
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.habitatint.2010.09.008
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.habitatint.2010.09.008
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41893-019-0256-8
https://doi.org/10.3390/smartcities4010007
https://doi.org/10.2478/zireb-2018-0005
https://doi.org/10.2478/zireb-2018-0005
https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-12-818355-7.00003-8
https://doi.org/10.1111/1467-8551.00375
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.trd.2014.05.016
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecolind.2018.05.007
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2020.122509
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.eiar.2020.106381
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2023.139173
https://doi.org/10.3390/su131810469
https://doi.org/10.3390/su131810469
https://doi.org/10.1007/s42524-019-0091-7
https://doi.org/10.1108/MEQ-09-2014-0137
https://doi.org/10.1108/MEQ-09-2014-0137
https://doi.org/10.1002/1099-1719(200008)8:3%3C123::AID-SD137%3E3.0.CO;2-S
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijcip.2023.100616


1192	 K. Khan, T. Henschel 

Zhang, S., Li, Z., Ning, X., & Li, L. (2021). Gauging the impacts of urbanization on CO2 emissions from the 
construction industry: Evidence from China. Journal of Environmental Management, 288, 112440. 
https://​doi.​org/​10.​1016/j.​jenvm​an.​2021.​112440

Zhao, P., Suryanarayanan, S., & Simoes, M. G. (2012). An energy management system for building struc-
tures using a multi-agent decision-making control methodology. IEEE Transactions on Industry 
Applications, 49(1), 322–330. https://​doi.​org/​10.​1109/​TIA.​2012.​22296​82

Publisher’s Note  Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in published maps and 
institutional affiliations.

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvman.2021.112440
https://doi.org/10.1109/TIA.2012.2229682

	LCT-Based Framework for the Assessment of Sustainability: From the Perspective of Literature Review
	Abstract
	1 Introduction
	2 Background of the Study
	3 Materials and Methods
	4 Results and Discussion
	4.1 LCT-Based Framework
	4.2 Project Structuring
	4.3 Project Analysis
	4.3.1 Project Optimization
	4.3.2 Scenarios Analysis

	4.4 Project Resolution

	5 Conclusions and Recommendations
	References




