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Appendix A: Codebook and Coding table  
Data collection 
The relevant entities for analysing journals’ handling with research data are their editorial policies. Most often, these policies are part of the guide for authors or author 
information. Some journals also have a specific section on their website in which their demands regarding reproducibility and data disclosure are listed. Sporadically, these 
instructions were also available in the ‘aims and scope’ section of the journal website or in the general description.  

As some journals do have more than one website (e.g. one website maintained by the publisher and a second one maintained by the editorial office) both web pages have 
been included in the analysis (if available). The printed versions have not been checked.  

The search terms have been used to find expressions within the search locations. If a search term has been found, the entire paragraph was read and interpreted to come 
to a conclusion regarding the coding. In order to assign a coding to a variable, at least one of the specifications mentioned had to be met. Each variable was dichotomously 
classified as “mentioned” or “not mentioned in the data policy” 

The data policies (Appendix B) were coded several weeks apart. The first coding was done manually in spring 2019, the second in summer 2019. In a third run, only the 
results that differed in the first two runs have been reviewed again. 

Variables, Definitions and Coding Instructions 

Variable Definition Search location Search terms Specification and coding rules Coding 

empiric 

The journal generally 
accepts and publishes 
empirical /data-driven 
contributions  

Section ‘aims and 
scope, general 
description of the 
journal, titles of all 
articles published in 
up to four issues of 
the journal 

empiric* 
data* 
experiment* 
simulat* 
econometric* 
applied* 

- Journal states that empirical/data-driven contributions 
(e.g. econometric or experimental papers or simulations) 
are welcome. 

- Journal has published at least one article in the last four 
issues that can be considered as an empirical/data-driven 
contribution 

empiric=1 

- None of the search terms was found AND no empirical 
contributions in up to the last four published issues were 
found. 

- Journal explicitly discourages submissions of empirical 
/data-driven contributions. 

empiric= 2 
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data_pol 

The journal has a set 
of rules that aims to 
include data used to 
generate the results 
of a paper into the 
reviewing and/or 
publishing process 
 

Guide for authors, 
author information, 
duties of author, 
specific section 
(data policy or 
similar) 

data disclosure*  
policy* 
data availability * 
replication* 
research data * 
reproduc* 
 

- The journal has a set of rules for papers that are based 
on data or are in other ways empirically oriented. This 
sets of rules aims to integrate the underlying data into 
the publication or review process. As such, the journal 
explicitly asks for or mentions data and other research 
artefacts. 

- The set of rules is more than a technical information 
about the possibility to attach data and other artefacts of 
the research process to the paper. 

data_pol= 1 
 

otherwise 
data_pol=2 

dap 

The journal has a data 
availability or data 
disclosure policy. 
Accountability for 
providing data and 
other artefacts of the 
research process lies 
with a third party.  

Guide for authors, 
author information, 
duties of author, 
specific section on 
data policy 

Authors [have to] 
…send [data] 
…provide  [data] 
…submit [data] 
… 
 

- Journal asks or requires authors to submit data and/or 
other materials of the research process to a third party 
(data repository, editorial office, etc.), most often after 
acceptance/ prior to publication of the article, AND 

- The responsibility to provide the replication data lies 
with third parties (data repositories, journal data 
archives, editorial offices) and not with the author (or his 
personal or institutional webpage). 

dap = 1 
 

otherwise 
dap=2 

arp  

The journal has a data 
policy. Accountability 
for providing data and 
other artefacts of the 
research process lies 
in the hand of the 
authors.  

Guide for authors, 
author information, 
duties of author, 
specific section on 
data policy 

on request 
 

- Journal asks or requires authors to provide data (and /or 
other artefacts necessary to understand the research 
process) to other researchers in cases of upcoming 
requests. 

- The responsibility to provide the data to would-be 
replicators lies with the authors.  

- In case of upcoming requests for data, authors (in fact) 
have the power to decide whether the data is provided 
(or not). 

- In principle, authors can withdraw or retain the data. 
Therefore, requests of a data policy to publish data on a 
personal or an institutional webpages are treated as 
ARPs.  

arp=1 
 

otherwise 
dap=2 
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mandat 

Degree of obligation 
of the data policy 
(voluntary/ 
mandatory) 

Guide for authors, 
author information, 
duties of author, 
specific section on 
data policy 

Authors […] 
…must include 
…must provide 
…are expected  
 …are required 
- as a condition for 
publication 
- mandatory 
- will publish paper 
only if 

- The wording makes it clear that there is an obligation to 
submit the data specified in the policy 

- In case of conflicting wordings (e.g. policy includes both 
the terms ‘required’ and ‘asked’), the strictest wording is 
decisive for coding. 

 
  

mandat= 1 

Guide for authors, 
author information, 
duties of author, 
specific section on 
data policy 

Authors […] 
…are asked 
…are encouraged  
…may  
…should 
…can 

- The wording suggests that submission of the data 
specified is welcomed but not mandatory 

- In case of conflicting wordings (e.g. policy includes both 
the terms ‘required’ and ‘asked’), the strictest wording is 
decisive for coding.  

mandat =2 

dataset 

The policy explicitly 
mentions data(sets) 
which should be 
provided 

Guide for authors, 
author information, 
duties of author, 
specific section on 
data policy 

Data 
dataset(s) 
data set 

- The wording clarifies that data or datasets are requested 
to enable others to validate and reproduce the results. 

- The request is more than just a technical possibility to 
submit datasets. It is a recommendation or requirement 
to submit data to support reproducibility of published 
research. 

data = 1 

code 

The policy explicitly 
mentions program 
code which should be 
provided 

Guide for authors, 
author information, 
duties of author, 
specific section on 
data policy 

code  
script 
syntax files 
software 
computation 
program 
configuration files 
command files 

- The policy mentions a recommendation to provide 
program code (see list of search terms on the left).  

code =1  
 

otherwise  
code =2 

docu 
The policy mentions 
descriptions of data 
and/or of the 

Guide for authors, 
author information, 
duties of author, 

- documentation [of 
data/research 
process] 

- The policy states a recommendation or requirement to 
provide documentations or descriptions of the data 
and/or of the research process. 

docu =1 
 

otherwise 
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research process 
which should be 
provided 

specific section on 
data policy 

- descriptions [of 
data/research 
process] 
- information [on the 
data/research 
process] 
-readme * 

- Policy asks for a readme file that is part of the 
documentation of a data submission. It often lists all files 
of a data submission and their purpose to reproduce the 
results of a paper 

docu =2  

interm 

The data policy asks 
for intermediate 
datasets that have 
been created during 
the research process. 
Intermediate datasets 
provide more 
information and 
transparency of the 
research process than 
the final dataset. 

Guide for authors, 
author information, 
duties of author, 
specific section on 
data policy 

-Intermediate 
[datasets] 
-Interim [datasets] 

- The policy recommends providing intermediate steps of 
the research process (e.g. raw data, dataset before 
cleaning, program code used to work up the data) and/or 
invites authors to do so. 

 

interim =1 
 

otherwise 
interim =2 

proced 

Journal has specific 
rules for research 
based on restricted 
data. These rules 
should facilitate 
reproduction of 
published results, 
despite data may not 
published due to legal 
reasons. 

Guide for authors, 
author information, 
duties of author, 
specific section on 
data policy 

Exemption 
Exception  
Proprietary [data] 
Restricted [data] 
Confidential [data] 

- The text mentions a procedure that should be fulfilled in 
the event the author has used restricted (proprietary or 
protected) data. Such a procedure could be to provide 
the program code and/or descriptions (e.g. codebook), a 
contact address to access the data, and access conditions 
for the data.  

- The policy mentions a procedure, not only the 
recommendation, to get in touch with the editorial office 
in such cases. 
 

proced = 1 
 

otherwise 
proced =2 

- The policies does not mention the case of restricted data 
at all, OR 

- The policy notes that authors have to contact the editor 
to get an exception from the data policy (even when they 
have to submit a formal request/sheet/document to get 

proced = 2 
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an exception). In the event an exception has been 
granted, author do not have to provide any additional 
information on the data and of their calculations. 

- After granting an exception, authors of such papers are 
exempted from the data policy and no additional 
procedure is mentioned or requested. 

statem 

A brief notice on the 
availability of the data 
source(s) that has 
been used to furnish 
the results of the 
research article. 

Guide for authors, 
author information, 
duties of author, 
specific section on 
data policy 

- statement * 
- Data [*] statement 
- statement of data 
availability 
 

- The policy explicitly lists the requirement or asks to 
submit a statement regarding the availability of the 
underlying data. It is not important if the publisher offers 
a template, or if authors have to write a statement on 
their own. 

- The notification of the editors in the event authors have 
employed restricted data is not a data statement, as it 
only covers one potential scenario of data availability. 

statem =1 
 

 otherwise  
statem =2 

deposit 

Journal’s 
recommendation or 
request on how to 
provide the data (by 
which means) 

Guide for authors, 
author information, 
duties of author, 
specific section on 
data policy 

-Repository 
-Personal/ 
institutional website 
-Data archive 
-On request 

- The data policy makes a statement about the way in 
which the data is published or shared (these 
recommendations are listed in the order in which they 
are mentioned on the webpage of the journal) 

Enter 
recommendations 

(string variable) 

 
The variables <journal_title> and < publisher> are not covered by the codebook, as this information is simply copied from the journal websites. 
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