
Filandri, Marianna; Nazio, Tiziana

Book Part  —  Published Version

The luck is in the family: Continued financial support
after leaving the nest

Provided in Cooperation with:
WZB Berlin Social Science Center

Suggested Citation: Filandri, Marianna; Nazio, Tiziana (2017) : The luck is in the family:
Continued financial support after leaving the nest, In: O'Reilly, Jacqueline Moyart,
Clémentine Nazio, Tiziana Smith, Mark (Ed.): Youth Employment: STYLE Handbook, ISBN
978-1-910172-18-6, CROME, Brighton, pp. 197-199,
https://style-handbook.eu/contents-list/family-matters/the-luck-is-in-the-family-continued-
financial-support-after-leaving-the-nest/

This Version is available at:
http://hdl.handle.net/10419/232039

Standard-Nutzungsbedingungen:

Die Dokumente auf EconStor dürfen zu eigenen wissenschaftlichen
Zwecken und zum Privatgebrauch gespeichert und kopiert werden.

Sie dürfen die Dokumente nicht für öffentliche oder kommerzielle
Zwecke vervielfältigen, öffentlich ausstellen, öffentlich zugänglich
machen, vertreiben oder anderweitig nutzen.

Sofern die Verfasser die Dokumente unter Open-Content-Lizenzen
(insbesondere CC-Lizenzen) zur Verfügung gestellt haben sollten,
gelten abweichend von diesen Nutzungsbedingungen die in der dort
genannten Lizenz gewährten Nutzungsrechte.

Terms of use:

Documents in EconStor may be saved and copied for your
personal and scholarly purposes.

You are not to copy documents for public or commercial
purposes, to exhibit the documents publicly, to make them
publicly available on the internet, or to distribute or otherwise
use the documents in public.

If the documents have been made available under an Open
Content Licence (especially Creative Commons Licences), you
may exercise further usage rights as specified in the indicated
licence.

  https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/



STYLE Handbook

Youth employment

197

Family matters

Family support beyond co-residence
Parental support, or the lack of it, is pivotal in providing young people with skills, 
values, orientation and support during their transition to adulthood. And parental 
support continues even after young people have left home. This life stage is becoming 
increasingly uncertain as the duration of the transition period to economic adulthood 
lengthens and because of the retrenchment of welfare states and the increasing 
liberalisation of labour markets across Europe. 

Some see these recent trends as a sign of convergence in European countries: 
increasingly, families are meant to step in, as they have done in the Southern and 
Eastern models of welfare provision (Viazzo 2010). But because not all families 
have the same resources to support these transitions, some young people are more 
exposed to the risk of poverty. 

Regular monetary support 
Parents can provide ‘occasional’ and ‘exceptional’ gifts in the form of economic 
support for education, home purchases (Druta and Ronald 2016) or weddings, as 
well as significant transfers of property and wealth during their life time and after their 
death. However, smaller amounts of regular monetary support have received much 
less academic attention. We were interested in finding out: 

•  How do familial resources help young people? And is this only relevant for 
wealthier families?

•  Do young people’s employment circumstances make a difference? Do those in 
need receive more? 

Using data from the EU-SILC for 2011, we took into consideration all young adults 
(aged 25-34 years) in and out of work, excluding students. We selected 25 European 
countries with valid information on the receipt of regular cash transfers on a monthly, 
quarterly or annual basis (if they were received over several consecutive years). We 
also included information on social class measured in terms of the highest education 
level of either parent. 
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Regular inter-household cash transfers are regular payments received during the 
previous year by young adults from other non-co-resident household members 
(usually their parents). We excluded compulsory and voluntary alimony received on 
a regular basis. We used probit regression models to predict how the probability 
of receiving regular economic support varied according to socio-economic 
characteristics of recipients and donors. 

Parental generosity: Same principle (need), different affordability (resources)
Across Europe, in all 25 European countries analysed, families supported their 
children in economic need − albeit to varying extents depending on their own 
economic circumstances. This included both regular forms of financial support as 
well as support in exceptional circumstances. Parents were equivalently generous in 
countries where welfare provisions were both more extensive and where they were 
more meagre. Nevertheless, there were also some interesting differences between 
countries, with no transfers being reported in Spain and Portugal, whereas in Cyprus 
and Bulgaria approximately 13% of young adults reported receiving regular payments. 

We examined if differences were accounted for by the economic status of the parents 
or by the extent of the young person’s need. Young people from more advantaged 
backgrounds, as well as those not employed, were the most likely to benefit from 
these transfers. Non-employed young people from a lower social class were more 
likely to receive help compared to their peers with jobs. Employed young people from 
a higher social class received similar or more transfers than non-employed young 
people from lower classes. 

Polarising opportunities
It is worth drawing attention to the fact that young people from a higher social class 
had a noticeable advantage in how their parents helped them through both difficult 
and more stable periods. This financial buffer affects their ability to take up unpaid 
work experiences and internships, and to take lower paying job opportunities that may 
result in better career trajectories in the long run. It also reinforces the fact that non-
employed young people from lower socio-economic classes are less well protected. 
Within this framework of cumulative disadvantage for the weakest, income support 
measures in the form of housing allowances or unemployment benefits would greatly 
help those struggling the most and those who are more exposed to the risk of a 
sudden income loss when not employed. 

References
Druta, Oana, and Richard Ronald. 2016. ‘Young Adults’ Pathways into Homeownership and 

the Negotiation of Intra-Family Support: A Home, the Ideal Gift’. Sociology 51 (4): 783-799.  
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0038038516629900

Filandri, Marianna, András Gábos, Márton Medgyesi, Ildikó Nagy and Tiziana Nazio. 2016. 
The Role of Parental Material Resources in Adulthood Transitions. STYLE Working Paper WP8.4

Viazzo, Pier Paolo. 2010. ‘Family, Kinship and Welfare Provision in Europe, Past and Present: 
Commonalities and Divergences’. Continuity and Change 25 (1): 137-159. 



STYLE Handbook

Youth employment

199

Family matters

Acknowledgements
The authors would like to thank Fatoş Gökşen, Chiara Saraceno and the participants at the STYLE 
General Assembly Project Consortium Meetings (Grenoble, March 23-24, 2015; Turin, June 13-15, 
2016; Krakow, January 29-31, 2017), at SASE 27th Annual Conference (London, July 2-4, 2015), AIEL 
Annual conference (Trento, 22-23 September 2016) and at the ESRC Annual conference (Oxford, 
September 22-24, 2016) for helpful comments and suggestions.




