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Web Appendix 
 

Germany’s ODA spending 2005-2016 

The volume of German official development assistance (ODA) has more than doubled from US $ 10.3bn in 2005 to US $ 

24.4bn in 2016 – a growth of 137 percent (see figure 1).1 Much of this growth has happened since 2014. According to 

data from the OECD Development Assistance Committee, German ODA increased by 25.9 percent in 2015 and another 

36.1 percent in 2016. The country ranks now second in absolute terms among member countries of the OECD just behind 

the USA. Among the group of G7 countries, only Germany and the UK have increased their ODA-spending in real terms 

as compared to 2005. The current volume of development assistance is the largest in Germany’s history and the country 

reaches for the first time the hallmark figure of 0.70 percent of GNI recommended by the UN.  

Figure 1: 

 

Much of this leap in ODA spending over the past two years is due to funds spent on refugees. In total, domestic spending 

of the central government on refugee accommodation etc. amounted to EUR 21.7bn in 2016 alone (for 2017 this amount 

is estimated to remain almost on the same level with EUR 21.3bn).² A share of those costs can be marked as ODA by the 

German government and are then reported by the OECD-DAC figures. In 2016, the German government has done so 

more extensively than before. As a result, around US $ 6.2bn of Germany’s total ODA in 2016 were spent on refugees 

within Germany. Importantly, however, Germany is one of only a few European countries that are not cutting ODA to 

offset those costs.3 In fact, even when excluding the refugee costs in both years, the ODA spending of Germany would 

have risen by 22% - or US $ 3.3bn (see figure 2). In absolute and in relative terms this is far more than in any other G7 

country. Whether this rise continues needs to be seen, but the German government expects that – depending on political 

decisions of the new government to be elected in September 2017 – the ODA-to-GNI ratio will return to its 2015 value of 

0.52 percent in 2018.4 
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Figure 2 

 

 

IHME data on ODA for health in the G7 countries and their ODA for health-to-GNI ratios 

Calculating data on ODA and ODA for health is not always straightforward and non-controversial. Differences in data 

can arise for example due to different rules of assigning development projects to health and due to attributing different 

shares of funds to multilateral organisations as ‘global health’. The data provided in figure 3 below are provided to 

illustrate that point. The OECD DAC data used in the main paper are compared here to data by the Institute for Health 

Metrics and Evaluation (IHME), which provides independent estimations for the contributions of countries and private 

sector actors to global health. For Germany, trends are similar in both data sets. However, in the IHME data set the 

contributions of ODA for health are much higher for Germany, the UK, and the US. Consequently, the GNI-to-ODA for 

health ratios are much higher than in the OECD DAC data set.  

Figure 3 
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