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Abstract 

A substantaa and diverse literature in economics traces its intellectual roots to Charles Tiebout’s 
1956 artiale  “Tl  url “Tlerr eo  eiaa  Exlnndturle.  ts xrlslnt rliegndten frequently 
atrdbutln te erdgdnatng tTl dnla eo   etng ndtT reur ollte. Tenl lre ientrasts sTarxar ndtT dts 
ebsiurdtr nurdng “dlbeut’s aianlmdi iarllre nTdiT nas tragdiaaar iut sTert br Tds xassdng in 1968. 
 lnnln as a quaadfiiaten to Paul Samulasen’s  xurl tTlerre. tTl artial oadaln te dnnulnil tTl 
stabdadzaten eo xestnar xubadi geen tTlerre nlsxdtl “dlbeut’s lngaglmlnt ndtT  lr figurls dn dts 
ienstruiten. Merle lre Tds nlatT xrlilnln tTl axxadiaten eo dts ilntraa mliTandsm to xubadie 
urbane ann ln drenmlntaa texdis  da Tlnendie sertnge ann iemxutatenaa glnlraa lqudadbrdum 
models. Vdlnln dn tTds nare tTl Tdsterr eo “dlbeut’s artiale ann tTlrlbr tTl Tdsterr eo xubadi 
lienemdise Tas rlmar abar adtal te ne with Tiebout himselfe  reolssdenaaare thoughe tTl artial 
rlnlitln “dlbeut’s adollong interest in issues of local economies and governance. The social and 
xeadtiaa ientlEt eo urban sxrana ann xeadtiaa oragmlntaten tTat aiiemxandln the raxdn grentT 
eo mltrexeadtan arlase such as Chiiagee  es Anglalse ann Slatale radsln ne la qulstens dn aeiaa 
xubadi finanil for researchers before a  nenalngl iemmundtr lEdstln te credit tTldr ner e For 
“dlbeute dt stmuaatln Tds ieaaaberaten ndtT Vdnilnt  strem ann  eblrt  arrln ann aatlr 
dn ea lmlnt dn tTl burglendng dntlrndsidxadnarr filan eo rlgdenaa sidlnile 

JEL Codes: B2e B3e H4e H7 
Keywords: xubadi geense “dlbeute “dlbeut sertdnge BuiTanane Musgra le Samulasen 

                                                           
∗john.singleton@duke.edue   am gratloua oer tTl odnanidaa suxxert eo tTl Clntlr oer tTl Hdsterr eo  eadtdiaa 
 ienemr ann axxrlidatd l eo tTl dnxut orem ieaalagulse stunlntse ann oamdar eo CTarals “dlbeute dniaundng 
 daadam  e Aaalne  daadam Blrlrse Da dn Berile Jamls BuiTanane  e  ll Hanslne Gleoorlr Hlndngse 
“Tlenerl  anle Deugaass NertTe Bruil “dlbeute  eblrt  arrlne ann Burten  ldsbren tTat manl tTds 
rlslariT xessdbale “amara Stasd  ann tTl staoo eo tTl  daar  dbrarr at tTl Und lrsdtr eo  nndana Baeemdngtene 
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numlreus tTan se   rlild ln  aauabal iemmlnts orem Bruil Caannlaae Crauourn Geenndne Kl dn Hee lre 
Stl l Mlnlmae  er  ldntraube ann xartdidxants dn tTl H    auniT slmdnarse 
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1. Introducton 
Fer a Tannoua eo artialse tTlir reference alone ds lneugT te dn e l their central idea among 

economists – A lraeo (1970)e Ceasl (1960)e  uias (1976)e Stgalr (1961)e ltie  n manr iaslse suiT 

xaxlrs arl rlgarnln as tTl oeunnaten eo an lntrl literaturee drawing idtatens br later 

researchers that connect thedr ner  with the original insight. “dlbeut (1956) – xlexal   etl ndtT 

tTldr ollt. – is another such lEamxal. This rliegndten xrlnditabar brdngs xreolssdenaa rlnarns to 

the originatore nTe efln sTlxTlrns tTl nasilnt rlslariT xregrame “Tl xaxlrs tTlrlbr struiturl 

tTl stei  Tdsterdls eo dnsttutens ann filanse nTdiT tTldr autTers arl laglr te nurture. In this 

rlsxlite tTeugTe Charles M. Tiebout stands out as a notable lEilxten. 

  t ds tlmxtng te asirdbl “dlbeut’s iurdesdtr dn tTds rlgarn te Tds larar nlatTe  Tdal 

teaching at the Universitr eo  asTdngten dn 1968e “dlbeute  nenn te Tds ordlnns ann ieaalaguls 

as Charliee sufflrln a sunnln Tlart atai  ann ndln at tTl agl eo 43e Although a well-rlsxlitln 

regional economiste ieaalagule and mlntere tTl artial oer nTdiT Tl ds rlmlmblrln Tan gadnln 

alss tTan 50 idtatens at tTl tml eo Tds tragdi xassdng.1 This lExaanaten rlmadns dniemxaltle 

however. As tTl Tdsterr eo Tds aianlmdi iarllr rl laase while Tiebout nas net xrlslnt te rlax 

nTlrl Tl senlne Tds slln Tan dndtaaar fallen on dry ground. 

Fdgurls areunn nTem tTl xestnar Tdsterr eo xubadi lienemdis ds trxdiaaar oramln 

dniaunl  diTarn Musgra l ann Jamls BuiTanane ndtT  aua Samulasen’s slmdnaa 1954  “Tl  ure 

“Tlerr eo  ubadi  Exlnndturl. slr dng as an anaartiaa xednt eo nlxarturle  n tTds narrat le 

Musgrave’s The Theory of Public Financee first xubadsTln dn 1959e and Buchanan’s The Calculus of 

Consente xubadsTln dn 1962 ndtT Gernen “uaaei e rlxrlslnt tTl rlslariT xregrams dn xestnar 

xubadi lienemdis tTat lmlrgln orem an laradlr discourse. Sturn (2010) TdgTadgTts tTl historical 

dnnulnils –  di slaae  dnnaTae ann tTl Glrman trandten dn xubadi finanil – that Musgrave drew 

uxen dn Tds ner e nTdal Samuelson’s comxalE met atens dn tTl 1954 xaxlr are analyzed by 

 di Tarnt (2006)e “Tl ieuntlr adadng xubadi iTedil rlslariT xregram ann iemmundtr budat br 

Buchanan ds tTl subjlit eo Mlnlma (2000) ann (2011)e Maridane (2013) trails tTl dntlaalituaa 

                                                           
1 Geegal SiTeaar slariTe 24 Slxtlmblr 2013e Fer iemxardsene tnla l rlars aotlr tTldr xubadiatdene Ceasl 
(1960) Tan e lr 280 idtatdens nTdal Stdgalr (1961) Tan abeut 180e 
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nl laexmlnt eo BuiTanan’s tTeugTt dn tTds xlrden tTreugT Tds nrdtngs ann ierrlsxennlnil ndtT 

Samuelson. Ceaalit lare dt is a story in which Charles Tiebout only rdgTtuaar eiiuxdls a footnote. 

 nnllne “dlbeut’s  A  url “Tlerr eo  eiaa  Exlnndturl. (1956)e xlnnln as a quaadfiiaten 

te Samulasen (1954)e oadaln te dnnulnil tTl stabdadzaten eo xestnar xubadi geen tTlerr nlsxdtl 

his engagement with these  lr figurls dn dts ienstruitene As a Ph.D student at the University of 

MdiTdgan dn tTl larar 1950se Tiebout first radsln tTl dnla eo xrlolrlnils being revealed oer xubadi 

goods by mobility airess aeiaa iemmundtls in Musgrave’s graduate seminar on xubadi finanile 

 lgarnalsse Musgrave ndn net finn tTl dnla lsxlidaaay iemxlaadnge never addressing it 

sdgndfiiantar dn Tds enn ner e Musgrave did bring Tiebout into brief contact with James Buchanan 

at a 1959 NBER conferencee tTeugTe Dlsxdtl tTldr sTarln dntlrlst dn aeiaa xubadi finanile 

Tenl lre Tiebout ndn net xartidxatle ldtTlr xlrsenaaar or intelllituaaare dn tTl grendng xubadi 

iTedil rlslariT xregrame Net unta aflr “dlbeut’s nlatT neuan BuiTanan lngagl “dlbeut (1956) 

(BuiTanan ann Geltz 1972)e  

Sdmdaarare Tiebout aase lEiTangln a slrdls eo altlrs ndtT Samulasene nTe autTerln a 

sTert rlsxensl te Tiebout’s xaxlr dn 1958. Samulasen Tan qulstenln tTl xraitiaadtr eo tTl 

mliTandsm ndtT an lEamxal eo extmaa marrdagl assdgnmlnts.  n Tds altlrse “dlbeut atlmxtln 

to reassure Samuelson that he did not view sertng as a seauten te tTl xubadi geens xrebalm 

either while also subtar xedntng eut tTl dmxertant ndfflrlnils bltnlln Samulasen’s daaustraten 

and the model. Samuelson was neither xlrsuanln nor interested by the idea and its 

dmxadiatense As a rlsulte Tiebout’s obscurity dn tTl dmmlndatl xestnar Tdsterr eo xubadi 

economics was not a xrenuit eo Testadtr te Tds ientrdbuten or of ignorance of ite but sdmxar of 

dnndfflrlnile 

  ubadi lienemdis ux tTreugT “dlbeut’s nlatT in 1968e tTeugTe enar xre dnls a xartaa 

aiieunt eo tTl filan’s Tdsterr ann almost none at aaa eo “dlbeut (1956)’s history. The following 

yeare  aaaail  atls xubadsTln Tds tlst eo tTl  “dlbeut TrxetTlsdse. rlaatng local xrexlrtr  aauls 

te taE ratls ann xubadi lExlnndturlse “Tds ann tTl muattunl eo ner  tTat oeaaenln xursuln adnls 

eo dnqudrr dn nTdiT tTl “dlbeut (1956) mechanism – eventually termed Tiebout sertng – xaars a 

central role. These include studies of its lmxdrdiaa rlal anile the tTlerltiaa ann lqudadbrium 

xrexlrtlse ann axxadiatens te xubadie urbane lnuiatene ann ln drenmlntaa texdis  da Tlnendie 



 

4 
 
 

 

sertnge ann iemxutatenaa glnlraa lqudadbrdum menlase2 Forty fi l rlars en from Tiebout’s 

xassdnge “dlbeut (1956) beasts nlarar 11e500 idtatense ran dng dt ameng tTl mest idtln artials 

in economics. By iemxardsene Samulasen (1954) iaadms unnlr 6e000e nTdal Musgra l (1959) ann 

BuiTanan ann “uaaei  (1962) enn axxreEdmatlar 5e400 ann 8e000 idtatens rlsxlit lare3  Tdal 

tTl rlasens aatlr rlslariTlrs tee  ux the idea – anne merle lre irlndtln “dlbeut ndtT tTl dnsdgTt 

– are of immense dntlrlste tTl oeius Tlrl rlmadns en tTl ientlEt dn nTdiT “dlbeut himself 

exlratln ann authored tTl erdgdnaa xaxlr. 

 Dlsxdtl aarglar failing te lEidtl Tds lienemdst xllrs ann ieaaeagues with the idea in his 

adoltmle Tiebout ientnuln te xursul rlaatln texdise At UC Ae this brought him into contact with 

tTl xeadtiaa sidlntst Vdnilnt  strem at the Bureau of Governmental Research.  strem dndtaaar 

unnlrtee  a sdgndfiiant xrejlit te study the dnierxeraten eo tTl idtr eo  a lneene Caadoerndae 

which contracted out its mundidxaa services from Los Angeles County. Their xresxlit l joint 

menegraxT would xaail tTl ergandzaten eo mltrexeadtan ge lrnmlnts dn an lExadidtly economic 

oramlner e where mundidxaa slr dils nlrl beugTt ann sean dn a  quasd-mar lt.. This drew the 

drl eo etTlr xeadtiaa sidlntsts dn tTl Burlaue rlsuatng dn Tiebout and Ostrom’s removal from the 

xrejlit ann the eventual jednt autTersTdx eo an artial ndtT Reblrt  arrln instead ( streme 

“dlbeute ann  arrln 1961)e This brief coaaaberaten rlxrlslnts a xrlhistory to the Bloomington 

siTeea eo dnsttutenaa anaarsds (Aadgdia ann Belt l 2009)e  

 The history of Tiebout’s academic careere thereforee daaumdnatls tne dmxertant ientlEts 

eo “dlbeut (1956)e Fdrste tTl seidaa ientlEt ds trai ln br “dlbeut’s enn xTrsdiaa ann dntlaalituaa 

mdgratens. Ha dng grenn ux dn GrllnndiTe Cennlitiut ann ner ln dn local xubadi 

anmdndstraten bloerl granuatl siTeeae “iebout nas  llnar anarl eo tTl oerils nrd dng 

commuters into the raxdnar lExanndng Nln Yer  suburbs and of residents’ lfferts te trr ann  llx 

tTlm eute  n CTdiagee Tl saw the same xTlnemlnen at ner  in xaannln nl laexmlnts ad l  ar  

Forest. Meanwhile in Los Anglalse tTl suxxar eo mltrexeadtan xubadi geense oer lEamxal water 

and xubadi safetye confronted a dynamic iemxalE eo aeiaa jurdsnditens ann mundidxaadtls of 

 ardeus sdzl ann iaxabdadtls. “Tlsl raxdn iTangls dn Amlrdian urban ilntlrs xestnar – 

                                                           
2  lilnt lEamxals eo xaxlrs dn tTds adtlraturl dniaunl BanzTao ann  aasT (2008)e Barlr ann MiMdaaan 
(2012)e Claadnde Flrrldrae ann  etTstldn (2010)e Ceatl (2013)e ann Kumdneoo (2012)e Sll  atls (1998) oer a 
iemxlnndum eo laradlr ner  ann Kumdneooe SmdtTe ann “dmmdns (2013) oer a rlilnt rl dln eo rlaatln 
ner e 
3 Geegal SiTeaar slariTlse 24 Slxtlmblr 2013e 
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suburbandzatene slgrlgatene and xeadtiaa oragmlntaten – xrlslntln a iress-ndsidxadnarr 

assemblage of researchers in social science ndtT ne la qulstens dn aeiaa xubadi finanile This 

ientlEt informed ann met atln Tiebout’s ner e an lnnurdng iemmenaadtr ndtT tTl lExansd l 

adtlraturl enndng Tds artial’s Tlrdtagle 

Seconde aatTeugT tTl seidaa ientlEt oostered the study of such issuese the  nenalngl 

community necessary to rliegndzle ai nenalngle ann rlnarn sidlntfii irlndt ndn net rlt lEdste 

This research nas tTlrlbr sdtuatln dn tTl  aiuum bltnlln lstabadsTln ndsidxadnarr beunnardlse 

though dt staa rlqudrln axxlaa te rliegndzln eutaltse The seidaa ann xeadtiaa xTlnemlna tTat 

dntlrlstln rlslariTlrs ad l “dlbeut stradnln rlild ln tTlerltiaa oramlner se from industrial 

ergandzaten te glnlraa lqudadbrdume ann lmxdrdiaa mltTense ad l dnxut-eutxut anaarsds ann iasl 

studies. Tieboute oer lEamxale atlmxtln te oraml his oameus sertng menla as a ientrdbuten te 

sxataa glnlraa lqudadbrdum tTlerre Sdmdaarare Tds aatlr jednt ner  ndtT xeadtiaa sidlntsts  strem 

ann  arrlne dn xart axxardng tTl struiturl-conduct-xlroermanil te mundidxaa ge lrnmlntse mlt 

resistance. In his own role building a community to embed this sort of ner e “dlbeut oeunnln 

and co-directed wdtT glegraxTlr  nnarn Uaaman tTl dntlrndsidxadnarr Clntlr oer Urban ann 

Regional Studies at tTl Und lrsdtr eo  asTdngtene Hds aastng xlrsenaa algair resides with his 

colleagues and students in the filan eo rlgdenaa sidlnile  

2. Greenwich 

Lying in southwestern Cennlitiute bernlrdng Nln Yer e GrllnndiT ds located axxreEdmatlar 30 

mdals orem ManTatane Hdsterdiaaare this ien lndlnile aaeng ndtT dts iTarm ann blaiTese has 

made the town a desirable localee “enare dts lEiausd dtr rlgdstlrs on lists of thl blst xaails te ad l 

ann nlaatT xlr iaxdtae Before  eran  ar   e Greenwich ann sdmdaar iemmundtls dn Nassau and 

 lstiTlstlr ieuntls were ground zero for housing lExansdene iemmlridaa investmente ann 

xar nars as well-to-ne ann xenlroua iemmutlrs rlaeiatln te tTl afflulnt Nln Yer  suburbs. In 

1946 dn xartiuaare GrllnndiT’s atrait lnlss xut Fadrfilan Ceuntre Cennlitiut on the tex eo tTl 

Undtln Natens’ sTertadst eo xaaces to locate its headquarters. 

“Tds dntlntene Tenl lre elicited a harsh and immediate exxesdten orem GrllnndiT 

rlsdnlntse nTe nerrdln tTat tTl Undtln Natens’ iemxalE neuan urbandzl ann ienglst tTldr 

idyllic suburb’s Teusdnge strlltse ann blaiTls. As seen as tTl nlns ala lne nlnsxaxlr lndtorials 
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and cartoons rallied with the ienilrnln idtzlns tTat xai ln aeiaa siTeeas te ergandzle A tenn 

mlltng at GrllnndiT HdgT SiTeeae menlratln br  rlsiet BusTe rlsea ln te nraf an effiidaa 

rlolrlnnum xretlstng tTl sitl slaliten (Mdrls 2013)e “Tds ergandzln exxesdten Tlaxln stllr 

the Undtln Natens’ iemmdtll anar orem tTl NertTlrn suburbs eo Nln Yer e 

One Greenwich rlsdnlnt exxesln te tTl me l nas a 22-year old Navy ser dilmane nTe 

lExrlssln Tds ebjliten dn a altlr te tTl Chicago Tribunee Hl rlnlitln: 

   GrllnndiTe Cennee ds mr Teml tenn ann   am  lrr xreun eo dte  t ds nTat reu 

might call a middle of the road town; not industrial and net ruraae  n dt xlexal 

havl budat Temls eo nTdiT tTlr mar bl justar xreune Nen tTl UN  iemls aaeng 

and says they are going te ta l dt anar orem use  

CeuiTdng tTl Tarm te rlsdnlnts dn lienemdi tlrmse Tl ourtTlr annln: 

    ur tenn ndaa bl ad l tTl xar dng aet oer a neran’s oadre  ur xlexal ndaa Ta l te 

xar TdgTlr taEls te effslt tTl aess eo xrexlrtre “Tl UN  sars tTlr xaan te use 

eur blaiTls dn tTl summlre   xremdsl tTlr nen’t usl tTl tenn eo GrllnndiT do 

the veterans have their say. 

“Tl altlr nas sdgnln  Ddsgustln G e.  ts autTer nas CTarals M. Tiebout.4 

  n tTl finaa rlar eo a tTrll-rlar stnt dn tTl Na re CTarals would return te  lsalran 

University in Middletowne Cennlitiut dn tTl oaaae A xsriTdatrdst at BartTlneen Sandtardum dn 

GrllnndiTe Tds oatTlr Harrr Sre is staa rlmlmblrln oer Tds nrdtngs en aaieTeadsm ann trlatmlnt 

eo AaieTeadis Anenrmeus oeunnlr Bdaa  dasene Hds older brother by three rlarse Harrr Jree Tan 

granuatln orem  lsalran tTl rlar xrdere blgdnndng Tds granuatl stunr dn xTdaesexTr at Ceaumbda 

that same fall. 

 Charlese tTeugTe Tan nrexxln eut aflr oadadng Tds first slmlstlr at  lsalrane Uxen 

returning to school dn 1946e Tl xursuln a degree in economics. He tee  a rlslariT xesdten ndtT 

the Middletown Chamber of Commerce the summlr bloerl Tds finaa slmlstlr anne aflr 

cemxaltng the degree requirements in tTl oaaa eo 1949e axxadln oer granuatl stunre CTarals 

Tiebout sxlnt tTl sxrdng of 1950 dn Harterne emxaerln br the Governor’s Cemmdtll eo Fuaa 

 mxaermlnte Hds ttal nas Assdstant te tTl Ddrlitere Lyle C. Fitch. FdtiTe also a xreolsser at 
                                                           
4 “ransirdxt xre dnln br Bruil “dlbeute 
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 lsalrane studied local and muniidxaa ge lrnmlnt.5 “Tlrle “dlbeut xrenuiln a study of the 

summlr  aiaten busdnlss’s lfflit en lmxaermlnt dn tTl Cennlitiut rlsert iemmundtls ann 

shore towns. Along with this research lExlrdlnile Tiebout brought his bai greunn in 

ge lrnmlnt ann xubadi anmdndstraten te tTl Und lrsdtr eo MdiTdgane nTlrl Tl blgan Tds  TeD dn 

1950. It is unsurxrdsdng tTat Tds iegndzanil eo tTl issues facing regional and urban economic 

iemmundtls transaatln dnte Tds l lntuaa rlslariTe 

3. Ann Arbor 

Aflr Tds first rlar ieurslner  at tTl Und lrsdtr eo MdiTdgane Tiebout ner ln as a research 

assdstant oer  eaogang Steaxlre nTe Tan arrd ln dn 1949.  At tTl tmle Steaxlr nas at ner  

transaatng from German August Lösch’s The Economics of Locaton (1954).6 “egltTlre Steaxlr 

and Tiebout jointly autTerln an dnxut-eutxut anaarsds eo tTl Ann Arber lienemr oer 1952 that 

connected regional balance eo xarmlnts aiieuntng with sxataa glnlraa lqudadbrdum (Steaxlr 

ann “dlbeut 1978). Lösch’s bee  neuan xre l innulntaa oer tTl nl laexmlnt eo “dlbeut’s 

thdn dng abeut aeiaa xubadi geens. 

Another recent arrival to the University of Michigane Richard Musgravee had joined the 

oaiuatr dn 1948e Br tTl tml “dlbeut atlnnln Tds granuatl slmdnar dn xubadi lienemdis in either 

1951 or 1952e Musgrave had already blgun ner  en tTl manusirdxt eo The Theory of Public 

Financee l lntuaaar xubadsTln dn 1959e As an lEtlnsden eo Tds tTlsds ner  at Har arne nTdiT 

xrenuiln  “Tl Veauntarr  EiTangl “Tlerr eo  eadtiaa  ienemr. (1939)e Musgra l seugTt te 

combine the earlier thlerltiaa ientrdbutens eo  di slaae  dnnaTae ann SaE ndtT tTl merl 

nermat l Glrman trandten dn xubadi finanile “Tlsl dnnulnils arl anaarzln dn nlxtT by Sturn 

(2010)e This material would have not only formed the substance of the course Tiebout tee e it 

also xre dnln Paul Samuelson’s understanding of the bai greunn matlrdaa. Samuelson exlnln 

 “Tl  url “Tlerr eo  ubadi  Exlnndturl. (1954) ndtT tTl justfiiaten tTat axart orem  SaEe 

 di slaae  dnnaTae Musgra le ann Benlne. lienemdsts had neglected the tTlerr eo extmaa 

lExlnndturl (Samulasen 1954e 387)e Hl ourtTlr iemmlntln en tTl rlsuat tTat Tl  alarnln orem 

                                                           
5  t sllms xrebabal tTat FdtiT taugTt enl eo “dlbeut’s ieursls at  lsalrane FdtiT’s  Mltrexeadtan Fdnanidaa 
 rebalms. (1957) nas tTl odrst te idtl “dlbeut (1956)e FdtiT l lntuaaar bliaml Cdtr Anmdndstrater eo Nln 
Yer  Cdtr dn 1960e  
6 Sll Mlarnen (2000) oer a Tdsterr eo tTl lienemdis eo glegraxTre Tiebout also had some fluency in 
German. 
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tTl xubadsTln ann unxubadsTln nrdtngs eo  diTarn Musgra l tTat tTldr lsslntaa aegdi ds 

contained in the ‘voluntary-lEiTangl’ tTlerdls eo xubadi finanil eo tTl SaE- di slaa-Lindahl-

Musgra l trxl…. ann Benln’s ner  (Samulasen 1954e 388)e Samulasen xreolssln Tds 

indebtedness in this regard te Musgra le a olaaen granuatl stunlnt at Har arn a oln rlars Tds 

slndere tTreugTeut Tds adole7 

Samulasen (1954)e nTdal a seminal ientrdbuten te xubadi geen tTlerre nas intended to 

demonstrate the vaaul eo matTlmatis dn lienemdis.8 For this reasene tTl ndnnen nrlssdng eo a 

historically unsltaln qulsten nas usloua rTlterdiaa ammundtene  di Tarnt (2006) brdngs tTis 

ann etTlr met ls te adgTte Samulasen’s dntlntenaa tlrslnlss dn tTl xaxlre Tenl lre xrlidxdtatln 

rlsxensls (Margeads 1955e Ceam 1956) ann his laaberatense ndtT graxTdiaa adne9 dn a oeaaen ux 

artial (1955) and at the winter 1955 mlltngs eo tTl Amlrdian  ienemdi Asseidaten ann 

Econometric Society. “Tl xaxlr aase xremxtln an lEtlnnln ierrlsxennlnil ndtT Jamls 

BuiTanan (Maridane 2013)e The basic analysis eo tTl 1954 artiale tTeugTe is familiar and 

remains sdgndfiiant dn tne rlsxlits:  Fdrste for establishing the formal nlfindten eo xubadi geens as 

those consumed ceaalit lare Slienne oer tTl oameus ienndten tTat extmaa xubadi lExlnndturl 

rlqudrls summaten e lr dnnd dnuaa margdnaa ratls eo substtutene TegltTlre tTl dmxadiatene dn 

Samuelson’s xTrasdnge ds tTl  dmxessdbdadtr eo [a] nlilntraadzln sxentanleus seauten. bliausl 

 anr enl xlrsen ian Texl te snatiT seml slafisT blnlfit dn a nar net xessdbal unnlr tTl slao-

xeadidng iemxltt l xrdidng eo xrd atl geens. (Samulasen 1954e 389)e “Tl underlying xrebalm of 

xubadi geens ds tTus tTl xlrsen’s aai  eo dnilnt l te rl laa tTldr xrlolrlnilse 

 As Musgrave later recalled the storye Tl lExaadnln this logic to his University of Michigan 

seminar. “e tTdse Tiebout rlsxennln ndtT tTl dnsdgTt with which his name is now associated: if 

consumers are able to sTex amengst iemmundtls suxxaring xubadi geense tTldr xrlolrlnils can 

                                                           
7 Aotlr Musgra l’s xassdnge Samulasen rloalitln tTat    aee  bai  ndtT iensdnlrabal lmbarrassmlnt tTat 
mr 1954 Review of Economics and Statistics xaxlr en `xubadi geens’ rlild ln se manr idtatdense Clrtainly 
all that I  nln eo tTl Tdsterdi `xubadi geens’ adtlraturl iaml orem eraa Musgra l nerns ann xlrusaa eo Tds 
1939 ndsslrtatdene. (lmxTasds dn erdgdnaa) Samulasen (2008e 167)e  
8 Samuelson moderated the Review of Economics and Statistics debate launchln br Ne di  (1954)e nTdiT 
dniaunln rlsxensls orem Kaldne Keexmanse Seaene “dnblrglne ann etTlrse 
9 Sll Gdraun (2010)e 
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be revealed.  n a iTaraitlrdzaten fifing Tiebout’s xlrsenaadtre Musgra l nlsirdbln tTl 

sugglsten as efflrln je dngare10  

4. Evanston 

Tiebout tee  a xesdten as Lecturer at Northwestern University dn 1954 nTdal staa iemxaltng Tds 

ndsslrtaten ner . Although he Tan lExrlssln the original   etng ndtT reur ollt. idea in 

graduate school at Michigane “dlbeut Tan net seugTt te xubadsT dte xursudng ner  dn rlgdenal 

dnxut-eutxut anaarsds ann dnieml muatxadlrs dnstlan. According to Charles  l lne a graduate 

stunlnt at tTl tml nTesl iemmdtll “dlbeut sat ene dt nas a auniTtml ndsagrllmlnt ndtT a 

fellow Northwestlrn xreolsser and University of Chicago graduate Meyer Burstein tTat sxurrln 

Tiebout. The discussion revolved around Burstein’s frustraten ndtT xardng TdgT taEls oer 

Evanston schools when he had no children. Tiebout xedntln eut tTat Tl sTeuan just me l te 

 eglrs  ar  then.  n  l ln’s nernse 

    Tat nas dntlrlstng nas tTl ndsiussden   Tan ndtT Charlie as nl naa ln bai  

te tTl effiile  Yeu  nen CTase. Charlie sadne    nas abseautlar rdgTte  lexal ne 

Ta l a iTedil e lr tTldr aeiaa xubadi geens ann a nar eo sTendng tTldr rl laaln 

xrlolrlnil sdmxar br me dnge  n oaite tTat’s a namn geen dnlae   sTeuan sti  te 

my guns and write dt ux!. Ann Tl ndne ( l ln 2003e 236)e 

According to  l ln’s rltlaadnge Tiebout xrenuiln a nraf dn a matlr eo nars nTdiTe aflr 

idriuaatng te a oln xlexale Tl slnt eff to the Journal of Politcal Economm.11 “Tat dt axxlarln 

there was an  dnsdnl je l. en tTl CTdiage   Tdadstdnls. sdnil tTl article demonstrated 

government could be efficient.12  

                                                           
10 This story is recounted in Fischel (2006)e  aslnTlrle Musgra l iaadmln dt nas a  ienilxt bern dn mr 
MdiTdgan slmdnar eo tTl 1950s. (Musgra l 1983e 101)e 
11 Gd ln tTl oramdng eo “dlbeut (1956) as a quaadodiatdene tTl xubadiatden eo Samulasen (1954) dn tTl 
dntlr lndng xlrden mar aase Ta l sxurrln Tdme As a rlsxensle tTeugTe tTl naturaa eutalt neuan sllm te 
have been the Review of Economics and Statistics. 
12 “TeugT tTlr madntadnln a aeng ierrlsxennlnil ann “dlbeut ad ln te xe l oun eo CTdiage tradnln 
lienemdsts ( mlmblrs eo ‘tTl oaei ’.)e  l ln’s aiieunt ds surlar slnsatdenaadzlne Fer lEamxale Tl nrdtls 
tTat  tTl J   artdial nas tTl enar tTdng tTat CTaradl l lr nretl en aeiaa xubadi odnanile dn oait anr  dnn eo 
xubadi odnanil. ( l ln 2003e 237)e 
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 A je l er nete Tiebout nas iarlouae tTeugT stratlgdie in sdtuatng the sTerte tln xagl 

xaxlre nTdiT Tl ttaln  A  url “Tlerr eo  eiaa  Exlnndturl. – an unsubtle allusion to Samuelson 

(1954)e Merle lre hds xrlslntaten nas oermaa: 

   This discussion will show that the Musgrave-Samulasen anaarsdse nTdiT ds  aadn 

oer olnlraa lExlnndturlse nlln net axxar te aeiaa lExlnndturlse “Tl xaan eo tTl 

ndsiussden ds first te rlstatl tTl assumxtens manl br Musgra l and Samuelson 

ann tTl ilntraa xrebalms ndtT nTdiT tTlr nlaae Aflr aee dng at a  lr ndfflrlnil 

between the federal versus local iaslse   sTaaa xrlslnt a sdmxal model. This 

menla rdlans a seauten oer tTl al la eo lExlnndturls oer aeiaa xubadi geens nTdiT 

renlits tTl xrlolrlnils eo tTl xexuaaten merl anlquatlar tTan tTlr ian bl 

rlnlitln at tTl natenaa al lae (“dlbeut 1956e 416)e 

 n a tTeugTt lExlrdmlnt Tar dng bai  betT te tTl ndsiussden ndtT Burstldn ann te Tds 

enn bai greunne Tiebout as ln the reader to  ionsider for a moment the case of a city resident 

abeut te me l te tTl suburbse  Tat  ardabals ndaa dnnulnil Tds iTedil eo mundidxaadtr?. (“dlbeut 

1956e 418)e Formalizing the dntudtene Tiebout assumen ouaa  nenalngl ann mebdadtr ann ne 

lEtlrnaa lienemdlse “ne  lr assumxtens nlrl an extmaa iemmundtr sdzl ann tTat 

iemmundtls above or below this level sought te atrait er jlfisen rlsdnlnts to lower their costs. 

As lEamxals eo tTl lmxdrdiaa relevancee Tl idtln two xretetrxdiaa xestnar suburban xaannln 

nl laexmlnts he was familiar with –  ar  Ferlst dn SeutT CTdiage ann  l dtenne xart eo Nassau 

County. BetT iemmundtls nlrl xestnar lntrlxrlnlurdaa rlsxensls te nlmann oer affernabal 

middle-class Teusdng tTat efflrln xresxlit l residents – frequently GIs – xubadi amlndtlse ad l 

adbrardlse exln sxaile qudlte ann saoltr. 

The central mechanism dn tTl xaxlr arose orem rlsdnlnts me dng te iemmundtls tTat fit 

tTldr xrlolrlnilse nTdiT  rlxaails tTl usuaa mar lt tlst eo ndaadngnlss te bur a geen ann rl laas 

the consumer- etlr’s nlmann oer xubadi geens. (“dlbeut 1956e 420)e “dlbeut also suxxesln the 

city managers would bid for slr dils dn a natenaa mar lte ndtT tTl admdtng rlsuat being that the 

suxxar eo xubaic goods met tTl Samulasen (1954) ienndtene Censlqulntare  Sxataa mebdadtr 

xre dnls tTl aeiaa xubadi-geens ieuntlrxart te tTl xrd atl mar lt’s sTexxdng trdx. (“dlbeut 

1956e 422)e Rather than a rdgereus xreeoe as  atls (2006) netlse tTl iruE eo tTl argumlnt rladln 

on establishing assumxtens unnlr nTdiT tTl aeiaa xubadi sliter neuan axxreEdmatl a 
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iemxltt l mar lte ndtT iemmundtls blTa dng ad l firms ann  etlrs ad l iensumlrse  dtT 

rlsxlit te mobility costse Tiebout citen a Keexmans xaxlr xrlslntln at tTl ndntlr 1954 

Econometric Society meetingse summardzdng tTat  dn a sxail lienemr ndtT transxert iests tTlrl 

is no glnlraa lqudadbrdum seautden as slt br mar lt oerils. (“dlbeut 1956e 422)e Mebdadtre ad l 

sTexxdnge ds just the consumer-voter  xar[dng] a iest te rlgdstlr Tds nlmann…e. so the model 

ostensibly inherited the welfare ann lEdstlnil xrexlrtdls eo sxatdaa lqudadbrda (“dlbeut 1956e 

422)e  

  In his ieniausdene Tiebout returned to Samuelson (1954) te sdtuatl Tds ientrdbutene 

Samuelson had suggested that the remaining xrebalm eo xubadi geen xre dsden was Ten te finn 

tTl extmaa al las (Samulasen 1954e 389)e Tiebout declared: 

    t ds tTl ientlnten eo tTds artial tTate oer a substantaa xerten en the 

ieaalit l er xubadi geense tTds xrebalm does have a ienilxtuaa seauten…  Tdal 

tTl seauten mar net bl xlrolit bliausl eo dnsttutenaa rdgdndtlse tTds nels net 

dn aadnatl dts dmxertanile “Tl seautene ad l a glnlraa lqudadbrdum seauten oer a 

xrd atl sxataa lienemre ds tTl blst tTat ian bl ebtadnln gd ln xrloerences and 

resource endowments. (“dlbeut 1956e 424)e 

Tiebout tTln nrln an dntlrlstng ndstniten between the model and its reality in his closing 

iemmlntse Hl sugglstlne ambdgueusare that  thesl nTe arl tlmxtln te iemxarl tTds menla 

ndtT tTl iemxltt l xrd atl menla mar bl ndsaxxedntln. (“dlbeut 1956e 424)e On the other 

Tanne he argued: 

   “Tesl nTe iemxarl tTl rlaadtr nlsirdbln br tTds menla ndtT tTl rlaadtr eo tTl 

iemxltt l menla—given thl nlgrll eo menexeare orditene ann se oertT—may 

finn tTat aeiaa ge lrnmlnt rlxrlslnts a sliter nTlrl tTl aaaeiaten eo xubadi 

geens nlln net ta l a bai  slat te tTl xrd atl slitere (“dlbeut 1956e 424) 

 Exrlssdng Tds mlandng dn semlnTat ndfflrlnt aanguagle rather than as an instance of  mar lt 

oadaurle. aeiaa xubadi geens mdgTt bl aee ln at as a  ge lrnmlnt suiilsse. “Tl subtlEt ds ialar 

tTat Tl xaailn Tds enn slao dn tTds greuxe Tiebout madaln a rlxrdnt te Samulasene ndtT tTl netl 
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 Sdnil reur ner s arl orlqulntar mlntenln dn tTds artiale   tTeugTt reu mdgTt bl dntlrlstln..13 

“Tl altlr was one of many that Samuelson receiven dn rlsxensl te his 1954 xaxlre 

4.1. The First Samuelson Exchange 

Although Samuelson did not directly rexar to Tiebout’s lltlre he ner ed en a oeaaen ux te Tds 

erdgdnaa xaxlrse  Asxlits eo  ubadi  Exlnndturl “Tlerdls. – a self-iensideus menlraten orem 

 tTl theory. – that axxlarln dn tTl Ne lmblr 1958 dssul eo tTl Review of Economics and 

Statstcs.  Tdal tTl madn tlEt summardzln tTl ieniausions that Samuelson drew from the 

debate that had ensued from  “Tl  url “Tlerr…. xaxlre it also dniaunln an axxlnndE ttaln 

 Stretz ann “dlbeut Ddsiussdense. A smaaalr first sliten nlaat ndtT  eblrt Stretz’  “ne 

 rexesdtens  laatln te  ubadi Geense. xublished in the same issue. 

 “Tl majerdtr eo tTl axxlnndEe tTeugTe olaa unnlr tTl subTlandng   eiaa finanil ann tTl 

matTlmatis eo marrdagle. which addressed “dlbeut (1956) sxlidfiiaaar. Samuelson summarized 

Tiebout’s ientlnten as  tTl xubadi lExlnndturl tTlerr sdmxadfils dtslao at tTl aeiaa al la – as 

xlexal sxentanleusar jedn dn oermdng Temeglneus iemmundtls nTdiT ndaa algdsaatl nTat laiT 

(ann aaa) nant dn tTl nar eo ieaalit l geens. (Samulasen 1958e 337)e Hl annld that this 

 atlmxtln seauten fits dn unnlr enl er anetTlr eo tTl ‘srmmltrr’ xrdnidxals’. (Samulasen 

1958e 337) – a rlolrlnil te a xarlntTltiaa iemmlnt manl dn tTl erdgdnaa xaxlr abeut  utexdan 

 etng ann sdgnaadng siTlmls. tTat ieuan bl  dmagdnln. (Samulasen 1954e 389)e Such 

mliTandsmse nTdiT Samuelson lEtlnnln te dniaunl qulstennadrls er other devices  ad l a 

‘xaramltrdi nlilntraadzln burlauirat’ nTe reveals Tds xrlolrlnils…. (Samulasen 1954e 389)e he 

lmxTasdzln did not contradict the central theorem.  n tTat adgTte nlsxdtl Tds ienilssden tTat 

“dlbeut (1956)  gels seml nar tenarn sea dng tTl xrebalme. Samuelson rlgarnln dt ase at blste 

dmxraitiaa (Samulasen 1958e 337)e As l dnlnile Tl xedntln te Tltlreglnleus xrlolrlnils oer 

siTeea lExlnndturl ndtTdn  a suxxeslnar Temeglneus suburbe. sugglstln tTat xlexal ad l 

Tltlreglnldtre ann further qulstenln tTl ltTdiaa dmxadiatens eo aaaendng greuxs  te ‘run eut’ 

en tTldr seidaa rlsxensdbdadtls ann ge eff br tTlmsla ls. (Samulasen 1958e 337)e Hl aase 

xre dnln an daaustraten eo tTl xrebalm as Tl san dt tTreugT tTl lEamxal eo marrdagle 

                                                           
13 “dlbeut te Samulasene Ne e 9 1956e Glne Cerre: “ BeE 72e Samulasen  axlrse Samulasen rlxadln ndtT a 
tTan s Ne e 19e 
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   dnidng ne xrder awareness eo Samulasen’s dmxlnndng rlsxensl by the comment that 

 Beb Stretz ga l ml a iexr eo reur oertTiemdng xaxlre. Tiebout wrote to Samuelson in May of 

1958.14 Stretze tTln tTl managdng lndter eo Econometrica and the following year a  dsdtng 

xreolsser at M “e nas aase a slnder ieaalagul eo “dlbeut’s at NertTnlstlrn tTat Tl Tan tTan ln 

for comments in his autTer’s netl eo tTl 1956 xaxlr. Ignoring the main irdtqul given in the 

axxlnndEe Tiebout rlmar ln in Tds sTert altlr te Samulasen: 

    ’m dniadnln te agrll ndtT reur neten tTat mebdadtr xre dnls ne oermaa 

seautene  n tTl Flnlraa  Exlnndturl  eadir…   usln suiT tlrms as  alss eo a 

xrebalme.  seml iTedile. ann  te seml lEtlnt tTreugT mebdadtr….15 

Tiebout Texln tTlsl quaadfilrs would xut Tds xaxlr dn tTl xrexlr ientlEte Hl ialarar ndn net sll 

sertnge as dt neuan l lntuaaar bl tlrmlne as a sda lr buaalt oer xubadi geen xrebalmse Tiebout 

sariastiaaar added dn Tds altlr: 

   Br tTl tml eo xubadiaten   sTaaa net ble  aase eo NertTnlstlrn Und lrsdtre.   

sTaaa bl at UC Ae “Tl rlasen ds eb deuse “Tl al la ann xatlrn eo xubadi geens 

xre dnln dn Santa Mendia ds xrlolrabal te tTesl dn   anstene16 

5. Los Angeles 

Tiebout arrived at UCLA as an Assistant Professer dn tTl oaaa eo 1958e aaeng ndtT another new hire 

oer tTl nlxartmlnt that yeare  e  ll Hansln. “Tl UC A lienemdis nlxartmlnt at tTl tml was 

becoming increasingly centered intellectually around Armen Alchiane bolstered by the arrival of 

Harean Dlmsltz dn 1960.17  n  daadam Aaaln’s aiieunte dt nas tTl an lnt eo tTl nlxartmlnt’s 

Golden Age (Aaaln 2010). 

5.1. The Second Samuelson Exchange 

                                                           
14 “dlbeut te Samulasene Mare 27 1958e Glne Cerre: “ BeE 72e Samulasen  axlrse 
15 “dlbeut te Samulasene Mare 27 1958e Glne Cerre: “ BeE 72e Samulasen  axlrse 
16 “dlbeut te Samulasene Mare 27 1958e Glne Cerre: “ BeE 72e Samulasen  axlrse Samulasen rlxadln Junl 3 
tTat    am rlassurln te alarn tTlrl ds ne basdi ndsagrllmlnt bltnlln use. 
17  l ln iaadmln “dlbeut nas dmxertant dn rlirudtdng Dlmsltze nTe nas dndtdaaar rlsdstln br seml oaiuatr 
members nul te Tds JlndsT Tlrdtagl ( l ln 2003)e 
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 Tln Samulasen’s aatlst xdlil eventually arrived in the November 1958 issue of the Review of 

Economics and Statstcse Tiebout rldndtatln tTldr lEiTangl from earlier that year.  n xartiuaare 

Tiebout now tee  lEilxten ndtT tTl lEamxal Samulasen had usln te dmxadiatl tTl 

dmxraitiabdadtr eo his mechanism.  n tTl axxlnndE eo tTl xdlile Samulasen Tan xesln tTl 

TrxetTltiaa qulsten tTat gd ln  a greux eo mln ann nemln nTe Ta l laiT a xrlolrlnil ratng 

oer mlmblrs eo tTl exxesdtl slEe nTe ndaa lnn ux marrrdng nTem?. (Samulasen 1958e 337)e 

Samuelson ner ln ndtT the case of two men and two women. Their xessdbal xrlolrlnil 

ienfiguratens rdlanln oeur slxaratl marriage outcomes that he argued only enl eo nTdiT  fits 

“dlbeut’s atlmxt blst. (Samulasen 1958e 338)e This dnndsxutabar Pareto-extmaa iasl nas tTl 

first neman xrlolrrdng enl eo tTl mln ann tTl slienn neman xrlolrrdng tTl etTlr man ann tTl 

mln rlidxreiatng. For all other casese Samulasen arguln tTat a  arlte dmxre lmlnt mdgTt bl 

xessdbal  gd ln a seidaa nlaoarl ouniten. ann tTat tTl ienfiguraten arrd ln at neuan net bl 

undqul (Samulasen 1958e 338)e 

 Tiebout’s Decemeber 1958 altlr to Samuelson bluntly confessed    nen’t sll nTat tTl 

matTlmatis eo marrdagl Tas te ne ndtT aeiaa xubadi geense.18 Hl manl tTrll xedntse aaa argudng 

that the two-sdnln matiTdng xrebalm Samulasen had xesln nas dnaxte Using his humor to be 

dnndrlit ann rlmadn nlolrlntaae tTl ebjlitens Tiebout efflrln nlrl nevertheless substant l: 

1)  n tlrms eo a ienilxtuaa menla – net rlaa neran lEilxt as a matlr eo nlgrll 

– bers A ann B Ta l an dnfindtl numblr eo gdras te iTeesl oreme “e bl surle 

tTds ma ls oer a ratTlr trd daa assdgnmlnt xrebaem. 

2) Ddsrlgarn tTdse De gdras (iemmundtls) rlaaar Ta l anr xrlolrlnils?  d l 

xrd atl firmse aaa tTlr nant arl iustemlrs (Tusbanns)e 

3)   suxxesl tTlrl mdgTt staa bl a xrebalm do Ae ndtT a sadgTt xrlolrlnil oer gdra 

1e get tTlrl bloerl B nTe ds ndan ndtT xassden abeut 1e Ylte   nennlr do tTds 

axxadls te xubadi geense Arln’t tTlr xeargameus? 

These are some things which bother me.19 

 n Tds rlxare Samulasen ienilnln tTl dmxrlidsden eo tTl anaaegre Staae Tl madntadnln dts basic 

rlal anile statng    nen’t bladl l iemmundtls as Ta dng a seal er a slxaratl lEdstlnil orem tTl 

                                                           
18 “dlbeut te Samulasene Dlie 17 1958e Glne Cerre: “ BeE 72e Samulasen  axlrse 
19 “dlbeut te Samulasene Dlie 17 1958e Glne Cerre: “ BeE 72e Samulasen  axlrse 
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dnnd dnuaas ma dng tTlm uxe   tTdn  tTl xrebalm eo nTlrl xlexal ndaa ad l ds a xrebalm eo nTat 

asseidatens ndfflrlnt dnnd dnuaas  eauntardar ma l..20 “Tds iemmlnt rlnlitln Tds ner  en seidaa 

inndfflrlnil iur ls (Samulasen 1956)e 

 Samulasen’s asslssmlnt eo “dlbeut’s ientrdbuten ndn net dmxre l ndtT tmle Hl 

ientnuln te dnsdst tTat “dlbeut Tan admln ann oadaln dn ndsxre dng the 1954 rlsuate  n 1964e Tl 

nrafln a xaxlre nl lr xubadsTlne ttaln   ubadi Geen “Tlerr:  xtmaae Flasdbal  rdidng eo  adae 

Brdngle ann  eane. Samulasen nlsirdbln a subslt eo rlaitens to his 1954  dmxessdbdadtr 

tTlerlm. as  xadn ann ndsaxxedntmlnt. bliausl tTl anaarsds  xre ln tTat tTlrl lEdstln ne 

 n dsdbal Hann eo nlilntraadzln xrdidng tTat ieuan xre dnl an lffiiaideus aagerdtTm te alan te tTl 

extmum..21 Ameng tTesl rlsdstant te tTds finndng Tl namln (dn ernlr)  n le BuiTanane “dlbeute 

Ceasle ann Frdlnmane anndng tTl iemmlnt tTat  net enl eo tTl nrdtlrs namlne ner anrenl else 

te mr  nenalngle Tas been able to refute the theorem..22 

5.2. The NBER Conference 

In 1959e Jamls BuiTanan Testln a NB   sxenserln ienolrlnile   ubadi Fdnanils: Nllnse 

Seurils ann Utadzatene. at the University of Virginia dn CTaraetls daale Vdrgdnda. Musgra le a ie-

ergandzlr eo tTl l lnte dn dtln Tiebout te xartidxatle23 In a session on state and local 

ge lrnmlntse Tiebout ann Musgra l laiT xrlslntln xaxlrse with Buchanan serving as a 

discussant. “Tl xaxlr that “dlbeut xrlslntlne  An  ienomic Theory of Dlilntraadzatene. 

xesdtln a seidaa xaannlr ma dng a jednt iTedil eo tTl al la eo xubadi geens te bl xre dnln ann a 

mltTen eo aaaeiatng tTlme Hl netln tTat abslnt xubadi geens at aaae xrd atl geen xrenuiten 

would realdzl a   ösiT sxataa xatlrndnge. an equilibrium construct for the arrangement of 

busdnlssls ndtTdn a sxataa xaanl laid out in Lösch’s bee .  Eilxt oer lEtrlml iaslse the xaannlrs’ 

xrebalm xesln necessarily involved a sxataa ndmlnsden dn nTdiT nlilntraadzln ndstrdbuten 

                                                           
20 Samulasen te “dlbeute Dlie 23 1958e Glne Cerre: “ BeE 72e Samulasen  axlrse 
21   ubadi Geen “Tlerr:  xtdmaae Flasdbal  rdidng eo  adae Brdngle ann  eane. Flbe 7 1964e BeE 143e 
Samulasen  axlrse 
22   ubadi Geen “Tlerr:  xtdmaae Flasdbal  rdidng eo  adae Brdngle ann  eane. Flbe 7 1964e BeE 143e 
Samulasen  axlrse Samuelson also later intimated dn a 1988 alttlr te Musgra l tTat   n 1954   nas 
nihilistic on the free-rdnlr xrebalm – tee ndTdadstdie dn tTl slnsl tTat Gre l ann  lnrarn ann Vdi rlr (ann 
“uaaei e ann semlenl namln Caar l dn a CTdiage tTlsds tTat Stdgalr aamest baai baaaln) Ta l xrexesln 
 ardeus (aamest) iTlat-xreeo aagerdtTms nl dsln te metd atl xlexal te rl laa tTldr trul tastl oer tTl 
xubadi geense. Samulasen te Musgra le Auge 23e 1988e BeE 54e Samulasen  axlrse 
23 AutTer’s dntlr dln ndtT BuiTanane Ne e 5 2012. 
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through  braniT. governments became lffiidlnt. This was bliausl  blnlfits orem xubadi 

slr dils mar net aiirul lquaaar te aaa rlsdnlnts eo a rlgden. (“dlbeut 1961e 80).  

Startng orem tTl assumxten eo undoerm tastls ann dniemlse Tiebout ner ln ndtT xeadil 

xretliten as an daaustratene AatTeugT a xurl xubadi geen ndtTdn a xrlidnite xeadil xretliten eo a 

city required nltlrmdndng tTl extmaa numblr eo xrlidnits te xre dnl undoerm xretliten within 

the city (“dlbeut 1961e 82)e  dtT iosts a ouniten eo xrlidnit sdzl and some curvature assumed 

on the iests ann eutxute an extmaa xrlidnit sdzl ieuan be obtained for any gi ln al la eo eutxut. 

 n xrdnidxale taExarlrs neuan be ndaadng  te jedn ndtT tTldr nldgTbers. te rlaadzl tTds mdndmum 

iest (“dlbeut 1961e 86)e  Tlterdiaaare the lEamxal nas nlsdgnln te sTen tTl dmxertanil eo tTl 

sxataa dimensione in which fisiaa olnlraadsm nas lffiidlnte for a sdmxadfiln case; i.e. determining 

tTl aeiaten eo manr xubadi geens was as dmxertant as nltlrmdndng tTldr al lae Tiebout 

xreillnln te ndsiuss rlaaEatense such as nTln tTl blnlfits arl ndmdndsTdng dn ndstanil orem tTl 

 sdtl eo xrenuitene. as ndtT firl xretlitene Tesxdtaase er xar se “e nltlrmdnl tTl beunnardls in 

such casese he suxxesln a xreilnurl dn nTdiT a  idtr xaanner interviews various residents.. 

(“dlbeut 1961e 88)e Br assumxtene rlsdnlnts neuan rl laa tTldr trul ndaadngnlss te xare 

Describing the resultng  fisiaa xatlrndng. eo tTl tTeugTt lExlrdmlnte Tiebout 

concluded:   Tln aaa aglnidls ann braniT ge lrnmlnts arl exlratnge tTl sxataa xatlrndng ndaa 

bl sdmdaar te tTat oer tTl xrd atl sliter… “Tl xubadi slitere dn etTlr nernse ndaa nl laex aaeng a 

 ösiT xatlrn. (“dlbeut 1961e 91)e “Tds xaraaalaln Tds 1956 xaxlr’s substtuten eo firms ndtT 

iemmundtls dn tTl iemxltt l mar lt menlae “Tl TrxetTltiaa nas dntlntenaaar unrlaadstie 

howevere  n xartiuaare dt ignored heterogeneity and the overriding xrebalm eo xrlolrlnil 

rl laaten xrlidslar bliausl this was tTl xaail Tiebout wanted to show that sertng nould be 

useful. Tiebout argued that ndtT ndfflrlnils dn tastlse   nstlan eo ta dng tTl xlexal as gd ln ann 

trrdng te fit tTl nennatenaa xubadi geens xatlrn te tTlme efflr a  ardln xatlrn eo xubadi geens 

ann ma l dt xessdbal oer tTl xlexal te me l te sudt tTldr tastls. (“dlbeut 1961e 92)e Hl 

summardzln:  “e tTl lEtlnt tTat nlmanns ndfflre a xartaa seauten [te tTl xrebalm eo 

nltlrmdndng taExarlr xrlolrlnils] at tTl nennatenaa al la ds efflrln tTreugT tTl mebdadtr eo 

xlexal te iemmundtls nTlrl tTl xatlrn eo slr dils xre dnln sudts tTldr tastls. (“dlbeut 1961e 

96)e  
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 n tTds xrlslntatene tTlrloerle “dlbeut framed sertng as a ientrdbuten te sxataa 

general equilibrium thlerr ndtT xubadi geense nrandng a ierrlsxennlnil to Lösch’s ner . This is 

aaa tTl merl ialar orem an lEamdnaten eo a xaxlr “dlbeut ga l te tTl  lgdenaa Sidlnil 

Asseidaten dn 1957e “Tlrle Tiebout directly quoted Lösch’s nliaaraten that oer glnlraa sxataa 

equilibrium  tTlrl ds ne sidlntfii ann unlqud eiaa seauten oer tTl aeiaten eo tTl dnnd dnuaa firme 

but enar a xraitiaa enl: tTl tlst eo trdaa ann lrrer. (“dlbeut 1957e 79)e “dlbeut idtln Keexmans 

ann Bli man (1957) dn tTds rlgarn as a oermaa nlmenstraten. Hl laaberatln: 

   “Tds sdtuaten mar bl ientrastln ndtT tTat eo finndng tTl extmaa sTert-run 

eutxut oer tTl firme Hlrl tTl ienndtens ann tTl xatTe  da tTl stlx-by-stlx 

me lmlnt aaeng tTl quanttr aEdse mar bl statlne  

   “Tl sdtuaten ndtT aeiaten tTlerre en tTl etTlr Tanne ds anaaegeus te tTat eo a 

xurl tTlerr eo xubadi lExlnndturlse As Samulasen sTense tTl ienndtens eo a 

xubadi lExlnndturls extmum mar bl statlne but tTlrl ds ne mar lt mliTandsm 

br nTdiT tTds extmum mar bl rlaiTlne (“dlbeut 1957e 79) 

Br lEtlnsdene “dlbeut (1956)’s sertng mliTandsm bliemls tTl analogue of Lösch’s  trdaa and 

error. for Tiebout. 

In his comments on the Musgra l ann “dlbeut xaxlrs as ndsiussante Buchanan 

recognized the insight blTdnn mebdadtr airess iemmundtlse  ufing tTl lEtlrnaadtr ardsdng orem 

iemmen iensumxten eo xubadi geens dn tlrms eo an dmxessdbdadtr te  tranl. ann lquaadzl 

margdnaa ratls eo substtutene Tl netln tTat  dnnd dnuaas iane dn lfflite ‘tranl’ xubadi geens br 

sTdfdng orem ene aeiaadtr te tTl etTlr. (BuiTanan 1961e 127)e Hl aase connected tTl dnilnt l 

to zonee netln br Tiebout as a mlans nTlrlbr  tTl rdiT a edn xardng taEls oer tTl xeer. 

(“dlbeut 1961e 92)e ndtT congestene nTdiT ds abslnt oer xurl xubadi geense “Tds xednt antidxatls 

the theory of club goods that BuiTanan aatlr nl laexln (BuiTanan 1965)e a comxalmentarity 

and similarity with Tiebout sorting that semltdmls xre e ls qulstdens eo a glnltdi adn  between 

the two ideas.24 BuiTanan’s iemmlnt Tlrl ds nla  l dnlnil eo enle25  Tdal dn tTds rlgarn tTl 

tne axxlarln te bl en a sdmdaar intellectual wavelength ann dntlrlstln dn sdmdaar xrebalms at tTl 

saml tmle tTldr xlrsenaa dntlraiten blgan ann lnnln dn CTaraetls daale Br tTds tmle 
                                                           
24 SietiTmlr (1994) ds a tTeugTtoua anaarsds eo tTl tTlerltdiaa rlaatdensTdxe Sll aase  atls (2006)e 
25 BuiTanan (1965)e nTdiT lEtlnnln Samulasen’s (1954) taEenemre nels net idtl “dlbeut (1956)e 
BuiTanan ndn net adn  Tds ientrdbutden dn Tds enn mdnn ndtT “dlbeut’s (dntlr dln ndtT autTer)e 
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BuiTanan’s  dlns en xubadi finanil Tan aarlanr stabdadzln (Maridane 2013)e Later Buchanan 

would return to Tiebout’s idea with CTarals Geltze nTe nas dnstrumlntaa dn rlirudtng BuiTanan 

te Vdrgdnda  eartliTndi  nsttutle dn tTl dnauguraa dssul eo tTl Journal of Public Economics 

(BuiTanan ann Geltz 1972)e 

For his xarte Musgra l’s  lxdi. – as Tiebout later referred to it – The Theory of Public 

Finance finaaar axxlarln dn xrdnt dn 1959e “Tlrldne Tl efflrln a xagl alngtT ndsiussden eo tTl 

dmxadiatens eo “dlbeut (1956) oer tTl lffiidlnt suxxar eo xubadi geens. Musgrave noted the 

sdmxadfiiatense but ieniaunlne iensenant ndth Tiebout’s framing in the conference xaxlre tTat 

 tTl xessdbdadtr eo me dng te etTlr iemmundtls lstabadsTls semltTdng lqud aalnt te a mar lt 

mliTandsm dn aeiaa finanil. suiT tTat  tTl tas  eo finndng a satsoaiterr seauten ds sdmxadfiln. 

(Musgra l 1959e 133)e  Tdaee dn ientrast ndtT Samulasene Tds quaadfiiatens Tdntln at qulstens 

about both tTl xrexlrtls eo sertng unnlr rlaaEln assumxtens ann dts lmxdrdiaa dmxertanile 

xursuing these would not be ta ln ux br Musgra le  eiaa xubadi finanil rlmadnln a  sxlidaa 

iasle. Both Tiebout ann “dlbeut (1956) xassln unclaimed between the two axxreaiTls tTat 

iaml te iTaraitlrdzl xestnar xubadi lienemdis.26  

5.3. The Lakewood Project 

“Tl saml rlar tTat “dlbeut arrd ln at UC Ae 1958e Vincent Ostrom also aiilxtln an efflr te 

returne having earned his  TeD dn xeadtiaa sidlnil ldgTt rlars xrder from UCLA. “Tl efflr dniaunln 

a xart-tml axxedntmlnt dn tTl Burlau eo Ge lrnmlntaa  lslariTe a rlslariT ilntlr at the 

university ndrlitln br  dnsten CreuiT ann xartaaar ounnln br tTl Harnls Feunnatene  strem 

breugTt a xrder Tdsterr ndtT betT bai  te UC Ae Crouch had been the vice-chairman of his thesis 

iemmdtlle while Ostrom’s ndsslrtatene  A Stunr eo  atlr  eadidls ann Anmdndstraten dn tTl 

Dl laexmlnt eo  es Anglalse. Tan blln xubadsTln br Harnlse  

Ostrom Tan sxlnt 1955-56 at the Center for An aniln Stunr at Stanoerne Hds xaan eo 

study there dniaunln ientnuanil eo a  iemmundtr stunr eo xeadir oermaten dn nTdiT tTlerltiaa 

inquiry and research design Ta l blln mr sxlidaa ienilrne.27 Hl elaborated: 

                                                           
26 “Tlsl iemxltdng axxreaiTls te xubadi odnanil suroail dn tTl subslqulnt sertdng adtlraturl traced to 
“dlbeut (1956)e trxdiaaar as ldtTlr mlndan-voter or manager-lntrlxrlnlur menlas eo aeiaa xubadi geen 
determination. 
27  aan eo Stunr at tTl Clntlr oer An aniln Stunre  aae Aatee CAe 1955-56. 
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   A merl slrdeus xart eo lfferts ndaa bl te lEtlnn tTds ner  dn tTl ndrliten eo a 

srstlmati axxreaiT te tTl stunr eo tTl xeadtiaa srstlm eo a aeiaa iemmundtr 

ndtT xartiuaar dmxadiatens oer tTl iemxarat l stunr eo xeadtiaa blTa dere28 

Sxlidfiiaaare  strem nas already interested by tTl dmxadiatens eo tTl 1954 dnierxeraten eo tTl 

city of La lneene Caadoernda – a xestnar xaannln nl laexmlnt ad l  l dtenn ann Part Forest – 

whiche dn an unxrlilnlntln xeadtiaa bargadne would contract out the majerdtr eo dts mundidxaa 

services with Los Angeles County. “Tl   a lneen  aane. as dt iaml te bl iaaalne bliaml tTl 

model for succeeding ientrait idtlse 

 At the Bureau of Governmental Researche  strem acted as director of tTl   a lneen 

Project. in the tlmxerarr abslnil eo JeTn Beaalnse  dtT menlr orem tTl Harnls Feunnatene 

Ostrom organized the Project around a seminar the Bureau held Testng local administratorse ad l 

the mayor of  a lwoode ann oer granuatl stunlnt xrlslntatense “dlbeut blgan atlnndng these 

slmdnarse nTlrl Tl iennlitln ndtT  streme Interested and able to Tlax nl laex tTl tTlerltiaa 

oramlner e “dlbeut jednln tTl xrejlite  

The minutes of a 1959 seminar of the Bureau outlined their intents: 

   “Tl  a lneen  rejlit – the study of the contract system in Los Angeles – will 

bl axxreaiTln dn adgTt eo tTl menla ourndsTln br lienemdise  atTlr tTan as a 

admdtln lEamdnaten eo rlaatens bltnlln xeadtiaa undtse tTds stunr ndaa l aauatl 

tTl xlroermanil eo tTl ieuntr ge lrnmlnt as a slaalr eo geens ann slr dilse 

ann eo xartiuaar aeiaa undts as tTl burlrs eo tTlsl slr dilse as undens ergandzln 

te mllt tTl nlmann eo iensumlrs (tTl idtzlns)e29 

 ienemdi tTlerr neuan bl dn aauabal oer lsiaxdng xeadtiaa sidlntsts’  iemxuasden te nant te 

suxlrdmxesl a struiturl dn suiT xeadtiaa sdtuaten[s]e.30 “Tl neiumlnt lExadidtar anextln tTl 

structure-conduct-xlroermanil anaarsds orem dnnustrdaa ergandzatene A reugT nraf eo tTl first 

iTaxtlr rlaatln tTl  quasd-mar lt. ientrait srstlm te “dlbeut (1956) ann outlined the 

                                                           
28  aan eo Stunr at tTl Clntlr oer An aniln Stunre  aae Aatee CAe 1955-56. 
29  An AxxreaiT te Mltrexeadtan Arlase.  lslariT Slmdnar Mdnutlse Slxte 23 1959e Burlau eo 
Governmental Research. 
30  An AxxreaiT te Mltrexeadtan Arlase.  lslariT Slmdnar Mdnutlse Slxte 23 1959e Burlau eo 
Governmental Research. 
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menegraxTe nTdiT neuan aase analyze the  xead-ilntrdi. xeadtiaa srstlm’s lffiidlnire31 This overt 

anexten of economic theorizing did not sit wlaa ndtT l lrrenl at tTl Burlaue Tenl lre 

  These tensions eventually came to a head. Following a MariT 1960 mlltng ndtT CreuiT 

ann Beaalnse  strem nretl a altlr te CreuiTe nTdiT ii’en “dlbeute conveying his belief that the 

sdtuaten irlatln nas  dntealrabal se oar as mr dntlrlsts arl ienilrnlne.32 “Tl altlr nlsirdbln 

tTl naturl eo tTldr ebjlitense CreuiT ann Beaalns nlrl  anEdeus abeut tTl tTlerltiaa ientlEt dn 

nTdiT tTl  a lneen stunr nas bldng nl laexlne.33 “Tl nlsirdxten eo iemmundtls as 

 iemxltterse. a mundidxaa slr dils  mar lte. ann eo rlsdnlnts ann idtr managlrs as  sTexxlrs. 

would have been anathema. They sugglstln tTat tTl nraf eo tTl first iTaxtlre nrdtln ndtT 

Tieboute bl anaxtln as a jeurnaa artial instead ann rlme ln orem tTl xrejlit aategltTlre In his 

rlsxensle  strem lmxTasdzln:  Mr dntlrlsts dn tTds stuny arl lExadidtar eo a tTlerltiaa naturle   

do not care to associate myself with another sur lr eo seml mundidxaa xrebalme.34 

 Ostrom was incensede Hl sugglstln turndng e lr tTl xrejlit rlxert te Beaalnse 

lfflit lar rlme dng Tdmslao and Tiebout from the stunre ann aiqudlsiln te xursudng the 

tTlerltiaa nl laexmlnt tTreugT etTlr eutaltse “Tl l lntuaa xrenuit xubaished by the Bureau 

did not bear hise ner  arrln er Tiebout’s names. “Tl lxdsenl ann tTl ndsaxxedntmlnt dt iausln 

him led Ostrom to entertain outside efflrs to leave UCLA.35 As for the tTlerltiaa xrejlite 

Tieboute  streme ann  arrln rlsea ln te rlner  tTl iTaxtlr dnte a xaxlre nTdiT tTlr slnt te 

the American Politcal Science  eeiee that nl laexln the analysis of xearilntrdi xeadtiaa srstlms 

– the  muatxadidtr eo olnlraa ann statl aglnidlse ieuntlse idtlse ann sxlidaa ndstrdits tTat ge lrn 

ndtTdn a mltrexeadtan rlgden. ( streme “dlbeute ann  arrln 1961e 831)e “e  strem’s orustratene 

tTl rl dlnlrs’ sugglstln ladmdnatng tTl tTlerltiaa ientlnte iausdng a alngtTr bai  ann oertT.36 

Anndtenaaare  strem nantln te anaxt tTlir  a lneen  rejlit research dnte a bee e  A Nln 

AxxreaiT te tTl Stunr eo Mltrexeadtan Ge lrnmlnte. tTat neuan lExann uxen ann iaardor the 

                                                           
31  CTaxtlr 1: “Tl  rebalm eo Mltrexeadtan Ge lrnmlnte. ne natle 
32  strem te CreuiTe MariT 21 1960e 
33  strem te CreuiTe MariT 21 1960e 
34 Ostrem te CreuiTe MariT 21 1960e  strem nas aase uxslt abeut tTl  strangl ltTdi eo nen-controversy 
and non-irdtdidsm. tTat Tl olat nlstrerln tTl rlslariT slmdnar at tTl Burlaue Hl rlaarln Tds bladlo dn tTl 
dmxertanil eo a rlslariT slmdnar dn rlsxensl te an dnquiry about his availability from Arizona shortly 
tTlrlaotlr ( strem te Currdne Dlie 7 1960). 
35  strem te Hdnnlra lre Dlie 6 1960;  strem te STdlanse Dlie 7 1960e 
36  strem te  arrlne Ne e 21 1960e 
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ientlnts eo tTl artiale37  strem xdtiTln tTl bee  ieaaaberaten unnlr Tds ann “dlbeut’s namls 

te xetlntaa xubadsTlrse tTeugT dt nl lr matlrdaadzln.38 

 Tdal tTl jednt menegraxT was abannenlne nl laexdng ann axxardng a theoretical 

oramlner  oer dnstdtutdenaa anaarsds ientdnuln te metd atl  streme Hl began ner ing along 

these lines with the then UCLA graduate student Tl neuan l lntuaaar nlne  adner Awan. The two 

moved to the University of Indiana dn 1964e ma dng  streme “dlbeute ann  arrln’s ieaaaberatden 

a xrlTdsterr eo tTl Baeemdngten siTeea ilntlrln areunn tTl  strems (sll Aadgdia ann Beltt l 

2009). The Ostroms’ xregrammatdi 1965 articlee  A BlTa deraa AxxreaiT te tTl Stunr eo 

Intergovernmental Relationse. can be viewed as a realization of many of Vincent’s ambitions 

articulated for his year at the Center for Advanced Study.39 

6. Seatte 

In tTl na l eo tTl ieaaaxsl eo tTl  a lneen  rejlite Robert  arrln jednln tTl xeadtdiaa sidlnil 

nlxartmlnt at the University of  asTdngten in Seattle in 1960e having earned his Ph.D under 

 strem’s mlntersTdxe  arrln’s ner e  A Mundidxaa Slr dils Mar lt Menla eo Mltrexeadtan 

 rgandzatden. (1964)e furthered the nl laexmlnt ann anaarsds eo xearilntrdi systems. The 

theoretical oramlner  trlatln idtr ieunidas ann xreolssdenaa anmdndstraters dn a nlilntraadzln 

governmentaa arranglmlnt as iensumlrs iemxltdtd lar bargadndng e lr mundidxaa slr dil 

ientraitse a dn te tTl assumxtden suxxesln dn “dlbeut (1956) ann dnirlasdngar rloalitd l eo tTl 

urban reality. “dlbeut ndsiussln tTl xaxlr at tTl 1962 annuaa mlltdng eo tTl Amlrdian Political 

Science Association. Tiebout’s enn subslqulnt ner  dn aeiaa xubadi lienemdis lEamdnln 

economies of scale and cost-blnlodt anaarsds dn tTl xubadi slitere betT dn tTl ientlEt eo tTl 

 iTaes. eo mltrexeadtan odnanil ardsdng orem  baa andzatden. and lxdtemdzln by tTl  a lneen 

 aan (Heusten and Tiebout 1962; CTdndtz ann “dlbeut 1965)e 

Tiebout had also decamxln from UCLA to the Und lrsdtr eo  asTdngtene nTlrl Tl nas 

granted tenure and associate status en a jednt axxedntmlnt ndtT the business school and the 
                                                           
37  strem te Heglne Ne e 21 1960;  strem te  arrlne Ne e 21 1960e 
38 Grdmls (Derslr  rlss) te  streme Dlie 1 1960;  strem te  lrarnd ( dalr ann Sens);  strem te  arrlne 
Ne e 21 1960e “dlbeut ann Heusten (1962) ma ls rlolrlnil te tTl  a lneen  aan ann nl laexs tTl 
analysis in ways suggested by the CTaxtlr 1 reugT nraot eo tTl  rejlit manusirdxte suiT as tTl real eo 
economies of scale.  
39 The Ostroms also later became actively involved with the Public Choice Society and close friends with 
Buchanan. 
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nlxartmlnt eo lienemdis in 1962.  n 1963e Tl Tlaxln oeunn tTl Clntlr oer Urban ann  lgdenaa 

Studies at  asTdngtene nTdiT Tl neuan ie-direct until his death.  arrln jedned the 

dntlrndsidxadnarr ieaalitden eo rlslariTlrs aoodadatln ndtT tTl Clntlre nhich also included 

xreolssers dn busdnlsse id da lngdnllrdnge Tdsterre aane xubadi aooadrse seideaegre ann urban 

xaanndnge Frem tTl lienemdis nlxartmlnte Deugaass NertT was an affiliate. Tiebout shared the 

directorshix ndtT glegraxTlr Edward Ullman.  Tdal the tTlmls tTat xre e ln  streme “dlbeute 

ann  arrln’s erstwhile ieaaaberatden en tTl  a lneen  rejlit rlaxxlarln dn their slxaratl 

ner  tTlrlaotlre their later inquiries remained uncoordinated. Tilbeut ann  arrln failed to 

recruit Ostrome stdaa at UC Ae te tTl Und lrsdtr eo  asTdngton around 1963e while Tiebout 

sxurnln an eoolr from Bloomington in 1966.40 By that timee Tiebout was eiiuxdln with activities 

connected with the Center and busy traveling oer iensuatdng ann xeadir ner e 

7. Conclusion 

 arrln nretl te  strem on January 16the 1968: 

    lrTaxs reu ndaa Ta l Tlarn br tTl tdml tTds rlaiTls reue but   tTeugTt dt 

dmxertant te nrdtl tTat CTaradl “dlbeut Tas ndlne Hl nas ner dng dn Tds eoodil 

larar tTds merndng ann Tan a Tlart attai e   Ta l nene of the details but 

axxarlntar dt nas dmxessdbal te rl d l Tdm.  

    t ds a strangl ann ndsqudltdng tas  te nrdtl tTds alttlre Ylse   san CTaradl 

rlstlrnare Nee ne enl lExlitln dte Ylse tTlrl arl manr tTdngs te sar but  a 

ordlnn ds nlan. ie lrs tTlm aaae ( arrln te  streme Jane 16 1968)e 

At the time of his xassdnge Charles Tiebout was not regarded as a xubadi lienemdst ner 

was his name associated with the massive literature that would grow orem  atls’s 1969  tlst. 

eo tTl  “dlbeut TrxetTlsds.. In his shortenln adoltdmle those iaxabal eo irlndtdng Tds nen oameus 

insight did not regard it as interesting and the academic community that would eventually credit 

dt ndn net rlt lEdst. Rathere “dlbeut nas blst  nenn for his drrl lrlnt Tumere generosity with 

colleagues and studentse ann oer Tds ner  dn rlgdenaa lienemdi analysis. The latter included his 

                                                           
40 “dlbeut te Martdne Jane 12 1966e Aasee dn a 1963 – the year before the Ostroms would move to 
Bloomington – alttlr te  streme “dlbeut irrxtdiaaar rlmar lne  Nllnalss te sare   am xalasln abeut tTl 
 nndana xessdbdadtdlse net tTat dt lnTanils eur attraitd lnlsse but bliausl dt gd ls l dnlnil eo tTl 
recognitden tTat seml oatTlans oadaln te gd l. (“dlbeut te  streme  ite 30 1963)e 
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ieaaaberatden ndtT  e  ll Hansln en a model of the California economy (Hansln ann “dlbeut 

1963) and analyses of the dmxadiatdens eo nlolnsl ann sxail lExlnndturls for local economies 

(Peterson and Tiebout 1964e Heusten ann “dlbeut 1964). Hds lExlrtdsl nas orlqulntar iensuatln 

by xeadir ann aan ma lrse “dlbeut slr ln en tTl  ienemdi Dl laexmlnt Aglnir oer Caadoerndae 

the Economic Advisory Committee to the Governor oo  asTdngtene tTl “ransxertatden An dserr 

Ceunida eo  asTdngtene and the Regional Economics Advisory Committee and Economic 

Dl laexmlnt Anmdnistratden eo tTl Dlxartmlnt eo Cemmlrile 
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