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Abstract

A major education reform in Germany reduced the length of the academic high school
track by one year, while leaving the number of overall instruction hours unchanged. Ac-
cordingly, the fixed number of instruction hours was distributed over fewer years of school-
ing, such that learning intensity and weekly workload increased. We investigate the con-
sequences of this so-called G8 reform on students’ higher education decisions. Based on a
difference-in-differences approach using high-quality, administrative data on all students
in Germany, we find that the G8 reform not only resulted in delayed university enrollment,
but also in decreased enrollment rates. Moreover, students are more likely to drop out of
university and change their major. The results of our study are not only informative for
the German context but also for policy makers in many other OECD countries, trying to
increase the number of active labor market participants in order to address the challenges
of an aging society.
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