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Abstract 
 

The aim of this paper is to examine causal effects of outward foreign direct investment activities of 

corporations that start expanding abroad on a large number of domestic performance indicators. 

Our results indicate that there is no evidence in our data to show that FDI has statistically significant 

impact on productivity, employment and output. The only statistically significant result indicates that 

FDI causes positive growth in export intensity. On the other hand when we restrict our sample to 

Belgian manufacturing firms only, we do find that switching to OFDI causes a positive growth in 

TFP. This effect is coupled with an increase in wages and exports. On the other hand, we do not 

find any statistically significant evidence that internationalization of Belgian firms causes loss of 

employment for the unskilled worker as in other studies. 

 

JEL codes: multinational firms; propensity score matching, difference-in-differences 
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1. INTRODUCTION

 Foreign direct investment has become a key driver of the recent wave of globalization as it 
started growing faster than merchandise trade and world GDP since the early 1990s. 

 It is now almost unanimously agreed that foreign direct investment flows are the most desirable 
type of external finance, especially for capital-scarce developing countries. Host countries, both 
developed and developing, have been actively competing with each other to attract foreign direct 
investment (FDI) often offering foreign investors costly incentives. As multinational corporations 
(MNCs) are considered to be better performers than domestic firms, FDI is positively associated 
with productivity spillovers and growth often via transfer of technology and managerial know-how, 
however with ambiguous empirical evidence. On the other hand, there is limited empirical evidence 
on outward FDI and its impact on its capital-exporting firms. 

 The effect of inward FDI on host countries is well researched with several macro empirical 
studies indicating that the effect of FDI is positive on host country productivity and national growth 
given certain host country conditions for e.g. level of financial development (Alfaro et al., 2010, 
Villegas-Sanchez, 2009) or human capital (Borensztein et al., 1998). Several micro studies using 
firm-level panel data analyze the relationship between domestic firm-productivity and presence of 
foreign MNCs in the same sector. The results of these studies on horizontal spillovers in 
developing countries finds either a negative or an insignificant effect of FDI in the host country (e.g. 
Aitken and Harrison, 1999, Djankov and Hoekman, 2000, Haddad and Harrison, 1993, Konings, 
2001) whereas the effects are found to be positive and significant in the US (Keller and Yeaple, 
2009) and the UK (Haskel et al., 2007). Recently, it has also been shown that presence of MNCs in 
a sector may enhance aggregate productivity in a host country through vertical spillovers (e.g. 
Blalock and Gertler, 2008, Javorcik, 2004, Schoors and van der Tol, 2002). 

 In contrast with empirical literature on inward FDI, the theoretical and empirical studies on the 
impact of outward FDI, especially on the home country itself are limited. Outward FDI has attracted 
attention from policy-makers as there have been concerns over displacement of jobs and capital to 
mainly low-cost developing countries from capital-exporting countries. Such arguments infer that 
MNCs’ overseas investments export employment and capital that should have been created and 
invested at home. As a result several studies examined the impact of outward FDI. For example, 
Konings and Murphy (2006) find negative employment effects of EU outward FDI when the affiliate 
is based in Northern Europe and no statistically significant impact when the affiliate is located in 
low-wage regions. Marin (2004) finds that Eastern enlargement of the EU has resulted in small job 
losses as low-cost jobs in Eastern Europe do not compete with jobs in Germany and Austria. In 
addition to evidence on employment, Braconier et al. (2001) find that outward FDI does not 
increase total factor productivity of Swedish firms (through technology transfer or R&D), whereas 
van Pottelsberghe and Lichtenberg (2001) find that outward FDI in R&D rich countries does have 
positive productivity effects at home. Using data for Japan, studies by Head and Ries (2003) and 
Blonigen (2001) question whether outward FDI substitutes exports. Results are mixed as they 
respectively find that exports and FDI are complements or that they can be both substitutes and 
complements. 

1



 

 

 Following the seminal paper by Bernard et al. (1995) and the theoretical contributions of Melitz 
(2003), Helpman et al. (2004) and Bernard et al. (2003), the literature on firm heterogeneity and 
trade has focused on the firm-level determinants of ‘internationalization’ of domestic firms. Mainly, 
the literature that followed primarily investigated the export behavior of firms and contributed to our 
understanding that it is the sunk costs of entering an international market and heterogeneity in firm-
level productivity that explains why not all firms export. Later, Helpman et  al. (2004) offered a 
theoretical model that showed that exporting and FDI can be complementary and that the firm's 
decision to export or FDI is also determined by its own productivity. The main contribution of 
Helpman et al. (2004) is that they showed that it is the most productive firms that decide to become 
multinational. Exporters are also productive but relatively less so. Finally the least productive firms 
only served the domestic market. Their model only considered the choice between exporting and 
horizontal FDI, but Head and Ries (2003) showed that when there are factor price and market size 
differentials firms invest for vertical motives as well. 

 The main motivation for this study is to contribute to this body of the literature by empirically 
testing the causal effects of the decision to invest abroad for the first time on performance at home. 
There are fewer studies on the ex-post performance (typically on TFP, output and employment) 
effects of switching to become a multinational firm, i.e. FDI, than on the effects of exporting 
activities. In the above mentioned literature the direction of causality is generally assumed to run 
from productivity to internationalization, i.e. that it is the ex-ante productivity that determines the 
choice of whether or not to export and FDI. In contrast, Clerides et al. (1998) show that exporting 
firms may further increase their productivity through learning by exporting, by becoming more 
innovative (as modelled by Holmes and Schmitz, 2001) and/or by reducing X-inefficiencies. Barba 
Navaretti and Venables (2006) identify three channels through which a firm that becomes 
multinational may improve productivity at home. First, setting up subsidiaries abroad may affect 
productivity at home by exploitation of firm-level and plant-level scale economies. Second, MNCs 
through their subsidiaries may find different ways of using inputs in production. Finally opening to 
new channels of international sourcing of technology and managerial know-how may also affect 
productivity at home. However, Barba Navaretti and Venables (2006) argue that the effects on 
productivity can go in both directions for all three channels. In other words, the effect of investing 
abroad on home performance is an empirical question. 

 Therefore, the aim of this study is to address three questions. First, what is the pecking order of 
productivity among different types of firms? Second, what are the firm-level determinants of 
outward FDI? Third, how does the expansion of a domestic firm abroad by way of establishing 
subsidiaries affect home performance? To address all questions we use firm level data on Belgian 
firm Annual Accounts, and on Belgian firms FDI and international trade activities, that are collected 
by the National Bank of Belgium. To the best of our knowledge, there is no study that establishes a 
causal link between becoming a foreign direct investor and performance at home for Belgium. As 
such this study will contribute to our understanding of the dynamics through which FDI may affect 
home performance as well as the larger literature on the firm-level determinants of 
internationalization. FDI have been particularly important in the recent years in Belgium. However, 
a large fraction of outward FDI in Belgium in recent years was not motivated by the international 
expansion of a domestic producer but mostly by international fiscal optimization of foreign MNCs. 
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Therefore, in order to investigate the domestic impact of Belgian outward FDI a cleaning of the data 
has been performed in order not to consider the "fiscally" motivated FDI. 

 Despite this careful cleaning of the data, we do not find strong evidence in our overall results 
that investing abroad increases productivity of the firm in our sample. The only causal effect we can 
find in our sample from Belgian firms’ internationalization is increased levels of export intensity after 
the switch. In our robustness test, we find that Belgian firms in the manufacturing sector, however, 
do experience positive growth in TFP (in t + 2). This effect is coupled with a faster increase in 
wages among the firms that switched compared to our control group along with an increase in the 
level of exports. These effects can be causally linked to investing in foreign markets. Evidence of a 
negative effect on unskilled employment is not found. 

 This paper is organized as follows. The next section presents an extensive literature review on 
exports, foreign direct investment and productivity. Section 3 examines the order of productivity of 
Belgian firms using stochastic dominance of TFP. Section 4 explains our choice of methodology for 
propensity score matching of Rosenbaum and Rubin (1985) combined with a difference-in-
differences approach (Blundell and Costa Dias, 2000, Heckman et al., 1997). In section 5, we first 
present results of logistic regression on firm-level determinants of outward FDI for the full sample 
and by destination. Next we discuss our matching results on outcome variables in section 6. 
Finally, section 7 concludes with suggestions for further analysis. 

 

2. THEORETICAL BACKGROUND

 The activities of MNCs and their impact on productivity (innovation and/or X-efficiency 
induced), output, employment and technology transfer have been researched in several theoretical 
and empirical papers. As the growth rate of multinational sales have surpassed exports in 
manufactures, international trade theories have sought ways to incorporate FDI activities of MNCs 
into new trade theory. Greenaway and Kneller (2007) present a comprehensive review of the 
literature on exports, FDI and productivity. Among the early theoretical models, for e.g. Markusen 
and Venables (1999) propose a flexible model where horizontal MNCs arise endogenously, 
together with national firms, in a standard new trade theory model. Unlike in earlier models (e.g. 
Helpman, 1984, Helpman and Krugman, 1987), where MNCs arise as a result of fragmentation of 
production to undertake vertical FDI, where FDI and trade are complements, the models of 
horizontal FDI see MNC sales as substitute for trade. While these studies helped explain the 
patterns of trade and FDI, there were few studies that examined the impact of FDI on employment, 
output or productivity, mainly because of lack of data. 

 Several studies examined the potentially growth promoting impact of outward FDI in the host 
country, both using macro (e.g. Aitken et al., 1996) and micro level evidence (e.g. Aitken and 
Harrison, 1999, Belderbos et al., 2001, Girma et al., 2001, Görg and Strobl, 2001, Javorcik, 2004). 
In contrast, both theoretical and empirical evidence on the impact of ‘becoming a multinational’ on 
performance at home are scarce. Instead the literature has sought to answer ex-ante determinants 
of internationalization patterns of domestic firms by entry into export markets or FDI. The 
heterogeneous firm theory of trade started with the early observations of Bernard et al. (1995) that 
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not all firms in the same industry export. In their study, Bernard et al. (1995) examine the 
characteristics of US exporters using plant-level data and they find that at any given point in time, 
exporters are better performers than non-exporters: Exporters are larger, more productive, more 
capital-intensive and pay higher wages. In a following study, Bernard and Jensen (1999) ask the 
question whether exporting behavior causes increased performance over non-exporters. While 
they find strong evidence that it is the top-performing firms that become exporters, there is no clear 
evidence that exporting increases their ex-post performance. Exporting firms often perform worse 
in terms of productivity or no better at all, whereas they seem to have increased survival rates. 
Another crucial observation was that the number of exporting firms was small compared to national 
firms at any time, and that even in a comparative advantage industry there were both exporters and 
non-exporters at the same time. 

 Melitz (2003) provided the theoretical explanation that a combination of sunk costs and 
heterogeneity in firm productivity may explain why all firms do not export. While his work and 
others, for e.g. Helpman et al. (2004), Bernard et al. (2003), Bernard et al. (2007) and Bernard et 
al. (2012), opened new ways of thinking about the internationalization of firms, via trade or FDI, 
they provide few testable assumptions on the causal impact of internationalization on the ex-post 
performance of the exporting firm or the MNC.  

 Helpman et al. (2004) introduce a heterogeneous firms model in a proximity-concentration 
trade-off setting where firms’ choice is between trade and FDI. Their model presents significant 
differences in terms of firm productivity as the main determinant of mode of internationalization. 
Their results confirm Melitz (2003) indicating that among domestic firms only the most productive 
ones engage in international markets. Among those, the more productive ones serve the market 
via FDI. The least productive firms serve only the domestic market. In that setting, FDI and exports 
are substitute and all FDI are horizontal. Yeaple (2009) empirically tests the heterogeneous firm 
and FDI theory using BEA data and confirm that firm selection into FDI is consistent with high 
productivity. Head and Ries (2003) on the other hand show that productivity ordering of firms 
involved in FDI and non-FDI firms can be reversed if there are market size and factor price 
differentials. In other words, if a host country is small and offers a cost-advantage, it is the less 
productive firms that relocate. 

 The empirical studies on FDI so far examined within industry substitution of exports and FDI 
given differences in firm productivity (e.g. Castellani and Zanfei, 2007, Girma et al., 2005, Kimura 
and Kiyota, 2006, Wagner, 2006). Their findings, in general, support that firms that engage in FDI 
are the most productive ones. Other empirical work focus on the export behavior of MNCs (e.g. 
Baldwin and Gu, 2003, Kneller and Pisu, 2004) or on export platform FDI (Ekholm et al., 2007) 
and/or complementarities between exports and FDI (e.g. Kiyota and Urata, 2008, Lipsey et al., 
2000, Lipsey and Weiss, 1984)1. Using Norwegian data, Irarrazabal et al. (2013) show that firm-
level patterns of FDI, in terms of destination are similar to trade patterns. They also find that, when 
the Helpman et al. (2004) model incorporates intermediate inputs, FDI is found to decrease with 
distance albeit less so than exports. 

                                                   
1  See Greenaway and Kneller (2007) for a review of literature on firm heterogeneity, exports and FDI. 
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 With the increasing availability of disaggregated data, economists started examining the home 
country effects of MNCs. Most early studies, which examined the effects on output (e.g. Head and 
Ries, 2003) and home employment (e.g. Braconier and Ekholm, 2002, 2000, Cuyvers et al., 2010, 
Konings and Murphy, 2006), did not establish causal link between performance and FDI. However, 
Barba Navaretti and Castellani (2004), Barba Navaretti et al. (2010), Debaere et al. (2006) and 
Hijzen et al. (2011) found some effects of FDI at home. Based on a sample of Italian firms, Barba 
Navaretti and Castellani (2004) find that FDI improves growth of total factor productivity and output, 
while they find no effect on employment. Debaere et al. (2006) examine the employment effects of 
FDI outflows in South Korea. Their results indicate that locating to a less advanced country 
decreases a company’s employment growth, whereas locating to other advanced countries have 
no employment effects. Hijzen et al. (2011) use a sample of French firms to examine the causal 
effect of establishing an affiliate on home employment, skill-intensity and productivity. They also 
conclude that relocation of employment abroad does not hold true. 

 

3. FIRST ORDER STOCHASTIC DOMINANCE OF TFP OF BELGIAN
FIRMS

 Before analyzing the impact of initial FDI on several domestic indicators (value added, TFP, 
employment and trade), we first want to illustrate the TFP ranking of Belgian firms according to 
their degree of internationalization. Firm-level TFP is estimated following Ackerberg et al. (2006) 
based on production functions estimated at the NACE 2 digit level. This method corrects for the 
colinearity problems in Olley and Pakes (1996) and Levinsohn and Petrin (2003). TFP estimates 
are computed considering the sample of all Belgian firms registered between 1997 and 2009 in the 
Belgian Annual Accounts dataset managed by the NBB, after proper annualization and 
extrapolation of missing data2. The Annual Accounts database provides us with the information on 
the Belgian parents’ income statement and balance sheet information. This database, coupled with 
administrative information available in the Firms' crossroad bank dataset, provides information on 
sales, value added, turnover, debt-to-equity ratio, employment, wages, date of creation, sector of 
activity, etc. 

 The firm level TFP and accounting data has been merged with 2 additional datasets available 
at the National Bank of Belgium to characterize the degree of internationalization of the firms. 

 Information on the OFDI activities of firms registered in Belgium is collected through the NBB 
FDI survey. This survey is conducted on the sample of Belgian firms that fulfils one of the three 
following criteria : i) financial assets greater than €5 million or, ii) equity greater than €10 million or, 
iii) balance sheet total greater than €25 million and that either reported foreign participations in their 
annual accounts or published information related to new investments abroad in the Belgian Official 
Journal. The survey contains information on both inward and outward FDI. For outward FDI, we 
specifically observe information on the geographic location and the type of activity (at 2-digit NACE 

                                                   
2  See Dhyne et al., 2010, for a description of the different transformations applied to the annual account 

data. 
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code) of each affiliate of a Belgian firm as well as type (i.e. direct vs indirect) and percentage of 
equity ownership in each foreign subsidiary. 

 Finally, to identify Belgian exporters and importers, we use foreign trade data, aggregated at 
the firm level. We use the same database to calculate the export-intensity, total exports and 
imports of a Belgian firm. 

 Merging these different data sources, we end up with a large panel dataset of 1.4 million 
observations over the period 1998-20073. We identify six distinct groups of firms: domestic firms, 
exporters only, importers only, two way traders, Belgian MNCs and Belgian affiliates of foreign 
MNCs4. 

 As can be seen in Table 1 we identify a large number of domestic firms that only serve the 
Belgian market. With an average number of 78,074 firms over the 1998-2007 period, domestic 
firms that do not trade internationally are the largest group. These firms are the least productive 
firms based on mean TFP (Table 2). They are also the smallest in size (both in terms of 
employment and turnover), and the least skill-intensive among other group of firms. 

 Domestic firms involved in international markets are significantly fewer. The next group with the 
largest number of firms is the two way traders with an average number of 11,500 firms followed by 
the two one-way traders firms (8,277 importers and 6,244 exporters). These first 4 groups are 
strictly Belgian firms with no foreign equity or shareholders. Two way traders seem to be more 
productive than one way traders and importers only seem to be more productive than exporters 
only. A similar rank among internationally trading firms is also observed for employment, skill-
intensity and wages. 

 Finally, as indicated in other studies, there are much fewer domestic firms that engage in 
outward FDI: there are (on average) only 433 Belgian MNCs. The remaining sample is composed 
of Belgian affiliates of MNCs. In the Belgian case, we find that the most productive firms are the 
foreign MNCs. Belgian and foreign MNCs are by far the largest in size (both in terms of turnover 
and employment), most skill-intensive, pay higher wages and have the highest value added. 
Interestingly in terms of average total factor productivity, two way traders seem to be the most 
productive firms, even better than firms engage in FDI. However, examining only marginal 
moments can be misleading in terms of sorting the pecking order of productivity of firms. This is 
why we continue and rank the cumulative distribution functions of TFP rather than just comparing 
the means. 

                                                   
3  It is important to note that our sample ends in 2007, which was the first year of implementation of the 

notional interest fiscal deduction (it was adopted in 2006 for the 2007 fiscal exercise). Therefore, our 
sample is somehow immune from this fiscal deduction which has strongly affected FDI flows in Belgium in 
the last 7 years. This does not mean that the outward FDI observed in our sample period are completely 
unaffected by international fiscal optimization. In order to remove most of the fiscal FDI, we will have to 
restrict our sample of "switchers" (firms that started to invest abroad during our sample period" to firms 
that are both economically active in Belgium and in the destination country of their initial investment. 

4  This last category could even be split among Belgian affiliates of foreign MNCs which are / are not 
engage in OFDI. 
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 As mentioned in the literature review, there are an increasing number of studies testing the 
total factor productivity differences between different groups of firms. Following Delgado et al. 
(2002), we examine the heterogeneity in firm-level productivity by comparing the entire cumulative 
distribution functions of TFP. These distributions are ranked by the concept of first-order stochastic 
dominance. Specifically, stochastic dominance between two distributions can be achieved when 
F(z)- G(z)  0 uniformly in z   with strict inequality for some z, where F and G denote cumulative 
distribution functions of TFP of two different groups.  

We test two hypothesis using Kolmogorov-Smirnov one and two-sided tests:  
 
 Two-sided test:  
  H0: F(z) – G(z) = 0 all z   vs   
  H1: F(z) – G(z)  0 some z    
 One-sided test:  
  Ho: F(z) - G(z))  0 all z    vs   
  H1: F(z) - G(z)  > 0 some z    
 or 
  Ho: F(z) - G(z))  0 all z    vs   
  H1: F(z) - G(z)  < 0 some z    
 
that determine the stochastic dominance of the distribution functions of TFP for each group of firm 
in the sample. Results are presented in Table 3. 

 The KS test is applied on the relative ln(TFP) of the firm vis-à-vis the industry average for each 
year to allow comparability with the literature5. When both the two-sided test and one of the one-
sided test are rejected and the not the second one-sided test, it is said that the distribution of TFP 
in one group dominates the other. When the 3 tests cannot reject the null, both distributions are 
considered as equal.  

 In the first column in Table 3, we compare the cumulative distribution function of productivity of 
our six sub-samples. A clear ranking of TFP distribution emerges from those tests. Our results 
indicate that the TFP distribution of domestic firms that only the Belgian markets is statistically 
dominated by the TFP distribution of the other groups, except in 2007, the group of one-way 
traders that only export. Then come the two groups of one-way traders which are statistically 
dominated by the two way traders and the MNCs. Among the two one-way traders groups, the 
group of exporters seems to statistically dominate the group of importers, except in 2006 and 2007 
where the reverse is true. In the right tail of TFP distributions, the group of two-way traders is 
statistically dominated by the MNCs and the group of Belgian MNCs is statistically dominated by 
the group of Foreign MNCs.6. Hence the pecking order of productivity for Belgian firms is similar to 
the results from other national studies.   

                                                   
5  The KS test is run separately for each year on our sample 1998-2007 in order to avoid violating the 

independence assumption of the test. 
6  The conditions of stochastic dominance are not met for the two way traders vs Belgian MNCs in 1999 as 

the two-sided test cannot be rejected. 
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4. METHODOLOGY

 The main question this paper would like to address is whether switching to become a MNC 
causes a change in the ex-post firm performance. Establishing a causal link between becoming a 
MNC and ex-post firm performance is similar to the questions addressed in program evaluation 
literature: to what extent the net difference in observed outcomes (TFP, output, employment and 
trade) between treated firms (firms that switched to become MNCs) and non treated firms (firms 
that did NOT switch to become MNCs) group can be attributed to becoming a MNC? Rosenbaum 
(2002) pointed out that “the [fact that] treated and control groups differ prior to treatment in ways 
that matter for the outcomes under study” induces a bias in observational studies. 

 As we know that potential MNCs are ex-ante different than non-MNCs before they switch to 
FDI, one has to be concerned with this type of selection bias, i.e. that more productive firms self-
select into becoming MNCs. One way to adjust this potential bias is to use propensity score 
matching (Rosenbaum and Rubin, 1985) with a difference-in-difference estimator (Heckman et al., 
1997). 

 By combining propensity score matching with a difference-in-differences approach we can 
identify divergence in the path of performance of switchers and non-switchers. While matching can 
account for differences in observables, a difference-in-differences analysis can control the effect of 
unobservable factors (Blundell and Costa Dias, 2000)7. 

 As we are strictly interested in the causal relationship between the first FDI outflows and 
performance, we will conduct our analysis on a subset of Belgian firms that have switched from 
having no foreign affiliates to becoming a foreign investor during our observation period. As 
mentioned in the introduction, a significant share of initial outward FDI is performed for fiscal 
reasons that have nothing to do with economic activity and international expansion of the firm, 
especially by Belgian affiliates of foreign MNCs. Therefore, in order to select initial outward FDI 
motivated by some economic activity, we restrict our definition of switchers to Belgian firms that 
fulfill the three following criteria: 

- the Belgian firm is not controlled by a foreign corporation the year of the initial outward FDI 
; 

- the Belgian firm has at least 20 employees the year before the initial outward FDI; 
- the new foreign affiliate of the Belgian firm must have at least 20 employees in at least one 

of the 4 years after the initial outward FDI. 

Because of a sample break in 2001, we also exclude the initial outward FDI that occurred in 
that particular year. 

                                                   
7  Blundell and Costa Dias (2000) argue that a DiD analysis can account for unobserved determinants of 

participation in treatment “as long as it can be represented by separable individual and/or time-specific 
components of the error term”.   
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We establish a credible counter-factual and find a suitable control group using propensity score 
matching and compare the difference in the performance of the switchers and the control group 
after and before the ‘switch’. 

 The control group will consist of Belgian firms that ex-post did not “switch” in year t and during 
the 4 following years, although ex-ante they would have been equally likely to do so. In terms of 
performance outcome we concentrate on employment, output and total factor productivity.  

 Unlike in randomized experiments where the researcher can be sure that assignment into 
treatment and outcome are independent of assignment for each group (i.e. the ignorable treatment 
assumption), in observational studies this is often not the case. When this assumption is violated, 
the OLS regression estimate of treatment effect is biased and inconsistent.  

 In this paper we use propensity score matching model of Rosenbaum and Rubin (1985) to 
balance the data (between switchers and non-switchers) through matching non-switchers to 
switchers on probabilities of receiving treatment (i.e. switching to become a MNC). One advantage 
of the propensity scores is that they reduce the dimensionality of covariates into a single score. 
Rubin (2008) describes this process as the design of observational studies approximating 
randomized experiments. 

 While the propensity score matching can be helpful in matching switchers with non-switchers 
(with least distance in propensity scores) and estimate the average treatment effect for the treated 
(ATT), this produces an incomplete view of the true effect of switching on outcomes, as it is based 
on observable firm characteristics and is static. 

 As the Belgian Annual Accounts and other datasets have both cross-section and time-series 
dimension, we augment our analysis and use Heckman’s difference-in-differences method to 
estimate a dynamic ATT applying non-parametric regression to data at two-points in time (e.g. one 
year before switching, t - 1, vs i years after switching, t + i, with i =  1  to  n) that can control for 
divergences due to unobservable firm characteristics. 

 As a first step we use propensity score matching to build a ‘counter factual’: a group of firms 
that did not switch, but in terms of firm characteristics as similar as possible to firms that switched 
to become MNCs, hence as likely as the second group to be “treated” (except that they are not). 

 The propensity score for each firm in period t is the estimated conditional probability that a firm 
will switch in period t to become MNC given a set of observable explanatory variables using logistic 
regression. This regression will be estimated on the sub-sample of firms that fulfills the NBB FDI 
survey participation criteria. The propensity score will then be used to match switchers with non-
switchers. We match switching firms in year t with non-switchers in the same 2-digit NACE code 
and the same year with replacement. Matching within the same sector and year help avoid sector- 
and year- bias influencing our results.8 It is not clear in literature whether one should match 
switching firms with firms that never switched or with firms that did not switch up to year t. As 

                                                   
8  This also ensures that we do not match a switching firm in year t with itself in the past. 
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suggested by Hijzen et al. (2011) the relevant question is the timing of the switch, i.e. the decision 
of the firm to go abroad now or later, not to go abroad now or never. 

 We can then estimate the unbiased causal effect of investing abroad on home performance 
using two different methods. First, we can compute the difference between the switchers and firms 
in the matched control group in terms of average mean of outcome variables after investment. This 
is known as the average treatment of the treated (ATT). 

 
, = (1) (0) , = 1, . .     , = (1) (0) , = 1, . .

ATT= y(1)t+n – y(0)t+n     (1) 

where (1)  is the average performance of the switchers i periods after investing abroad for the 
first time and (0)  is the average performance of the matched firms for the same horizon9. 

 Second, we can use a difference-in differences estimator that compares the difference 
between the treated firms and the control group before and after the switch. i.e. the difference 
between each groups’ pre- and post-establishment performance.  

 
, = [ (1) (1) ] [ (0) (0) ] , = 1, . .   , = [ (1) (1) ]

[ (0) (0) ] , = 1, . .  DiD= (y(1)t+s  - y(1)t-1 )– (y(0)t+s - y(0)t-1)    (2) 

 Our dataset includes Belgian firms that have no investments of their own abroad (firms serving 
only the Belgian market, or firms that are exporters and/or importers, or Belgian affiliates of foreign 
MNCs) and Belgian firms that are first-time switchers over the period 1998-2007.10 

 

5. DETERMINANTS OF INTERNATIONALIZATION BY WAY OF OFDI

 As mentioned above, the dataset used for the estimation of the Logit equation of first time 
investment abroad includes Belgian firms that have no investments of their own abroad (firms 
serving only the Belgian market, or firms that are exporters and/or importers, or Belgian affiliates of 
foreign MNCs) and Belgian firms that are first-time switchers over the period 1998-2007. We 
naturally use the sub-sample of Belgian firms that fulfill the NBB FDI survey participation criteria. 
Because the participation to the FDI survey is conditional on some selection criteria, the first 
participation of a firm to the FDI survey may not be necessarily reflecting a new investment. In 
order to control for that potential identification problem, we identify as a switcher in t a firm for 

                                                   
9  In this paper we estimate the ATT for first time switchers. As in experimental studies, multiple doses of 

the treatment (becoming MNC in different countries) are possible: several Belgian firms enter ‘new’ 
foreign markets several years after their first attempt at ‘becoming’ a MNC. 

10  Because, information on outward FDI activities of Belgian firms are only available after 1997, switchers 
can only be identified from 1998 onwards. In order to observe the switchers at least during two years after 
the switch, our estimation period ends in 2007 instead of 2009. 
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which an outward FDI is observed for the first time in t but that fulfilled the survey criteria in t-1 and 
t-2.11 

 Between 1998 and 2010, we observe a total of 765 first-time OFDI firms12. Out of those firms, 
only 78 chose a developing country as a location for their investment indicating that a majority 
OFDI targeted developed countries. 

 A first-time OFDI firm acquires equity ownership on average in 3 affiliates typically in multiple 
locations. There is a huge bias towards the Euro Area for OFDI, as 62% of the foreign affiliates of 
the first-time OFDI firms are in the Euro Area. The remaining 38% are distributed as follows : 10% 
for non Euro EU15 member states, 8% for other non Euro EU member state, 5% in the US and the 
remaining in the rest of the world. 

 Based on average TFP, first-time OFDI firms are more productive than non-OFDI firms. In 
contrast, non-OFDI firms’ labor productivity is significantly larger. First-time OFDI firms are on 
average younger, larger in terms of employment and value added and pay higher wages. In terms 
of trade, OFDI firms have a significantly larger export-intensity as well as higher levels of exports 
and imports.    

 The probability to invest abroad for the first time in period t is modeled according to a Logit 
specification 

[ = 1] =
( )

1 + ( ) 

where yit is a dummy variable that indicates that firm i invested abroad for the first time in period t 
and xit is a set of characteristics, including one period lagged log(TFP), one period lagged 
log(employment), log(age), the one period lagged ratio of skilled employment13, the one period 
lagged log(average wage), one period lagged export and import dummies, one period lagged 
indicator variable that the firm i is foreign owned, year dummies and NACE 2 digit sectoral 
dummies. 

 The choice of the determinants for internationalization of a firm by way of establishing a 
subsidiary abroad comes from the literature reviewed above. Several empirical studies show that 
there are significant differences between exporters vs non-exporters and exporters vs MNCs often 
years before the switch, in terms of productivity, size, skill-intensity, wages, etc. As our focus is on 
estimating the binary choice to switch (1) or not to switch (0) in year t, we are interested in factors 
that will likely determine the probability of selecting into ‘switching’ (i.e. treatment).  

                                                   
11  Because annual accounts are typically observed after one year delay, firms are surveyed in t based on 

accounting information for t-1. Imposing that the survey criteria were also fulfilled in t-2 allows to better 
identifying switchers. 

12  This does not represent the sample of switchers that will be used in the DiD analysis that compares first 
time OFDI with a control group of domestic firms that do not invest abroad. For the DiD analysis, we only 
considered a cleaned sample that remove initial OFDI that may not be driven by economic considerations 
and that could have been initiated by a foreign owner of a Belgian firm for fiscal optimization. 

13  The ratio of skilled employment, or skill-intensity, is measured as the ratio of white-collar employees to 
total average employment. 
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 We present the results of the logistic regression in Table 4. As indicated above all variables are 
lagged by one period to avoid endogeneity. In column 1 of Table 4, the coefficients indicate the log-
odds of a unit increase in an independent variable holding all others constant, while column 2 
presents the corresponding average marginal effects. Among the set of explanatory variables, TFP, 
the skill ratio, total employment and the foreign MNC dummy are statistically significant 
determinants of becoming an MNC. For example, a one percent increase in TFP increases the log-
odds of becoming an MNC by 0.25. While a one percent increase in employment increases the log-
odds by 0.33, a unit increase in the ratio of skilled employment increases the log-odds by 0.79. By 
far the most important factor with a positive effect is being a foreign MNC (based in Belgium) that 
increases the log-odds by 1.29.  Being involved in export and import activities during the previous 
period, the age of the firm or the wage cost are not significant determinants of the decision to 
become a first-time MNC. 

 

6. MATCHING AND RESULTS OF DIFFERENCE-IN-DIFFERENCES
ANALYSIS

 In this section we first proceed with the second step in our empirical strategy and use the 
propensity scores estimated in the previous section to select a control group, but this control group 
is only selected to match our cleaned sample of first-time OFDI (see section 4, for the selection 
criteria of that cleaned sample). The control group of firms is selected so as to minimize the 
difference in propensity scores between the first-time OFDI firms and firms that did not. Hence the 
control group is as similar as possible to first-time OFDI firms, ensuring that they represent a 
credible counter-factual. In order to be sure that a firm is a first-time OFDI firm, we applied the 
criteria that the first-time OFDI took place at least 4 years after the firm meets the FDI survey 
participation criteria and excluded 2001 switchers. We use one-to-one matching within calliper with 
replacement using the program written by Edward and Sianesi (2003).  

 We impose the common support rule that implies that a treated observation (i.e. a switching 
firm) with a higher p score than the highest p score in the non-treated group, are left unmatched. 
Following from the program evaluation literature, we match first-time OFDI firms with firms from the 
control group that did not invest in the same year and in the 4 years after but are in the same 
sector (2-digit NACE). This implies that among the matched control group can be found firms that 
never invested during the entire sample period (1998-2007) as well as firms that did not invest in 
year t, but might have in the later periods. 

 Hence, in our benchmark results, we employ the idea that first-time OFDI firms should be 
compared to firms that did not self-select into FDI in that year and during the 4 consecutive years 
that follow.  

 We measure different aspects of domestic performance of first-time OFDI firms. In order to 
examine impact on efficiency, we use both TFP and labor productivity. We also examine impact on 
employment and wages, in detail with a breakdown on impact on skilled vs unskilled employment. 
We use value added to measure output performance of the firm. Finally, we examine the impact of 
OFDI on trade and use export-intensity and the level of exports and imports as outcome variables.   
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 The matched controls are chosen so as to minimize the difference in the propensity scores of 
switchers and non-switchers. After the cleaning, we identified 89 firms as switchers (out of a total 
270 firms that switched to become a MNC in our sample. Of those switchers, 77 were exporters, 82 
were importers and 76 were both in the previous year to the switch. This suggests that 
internationalization and FDI is part of a learning process (see Conconi et al.,  2013), as past 
experience in international markets play a significant role in the internationalization of Belgian firms. 
If none of these switchers are foreign controlled, 25 of them are still minority owned by a foreign 
corporation. 

 Before presenting the results from difference-in-differences analysis, we test balancing of our 
variables after matching. In Table 5, we perform a t-test for equality of the means in the treated and 
non-treated group after matching. Column 1 presents the mean of the balancing variables that can 
be compared to the mean of the same for the matched control group in column 2. In Column 3 a 
standardized bias is calculated as the difference of the sample means in the treated and non-
treated sub-samples as a percentage of the square root of the average of the sample variances in 
the treated and non-treated groups (following Rosenbaum and Rubin, 1985). Column 4 then gives 
the t-score for the equality of the means. Results in column 3 indicates that after matching, 
significant bias reduction has been achieved and that based on the t-test the equality of means 
cannot be rejected for any of the variables, except total lagged employment, at 10 percent 
significance level. 

 In Table 6 we present results of difference-in-differences analysis on our outcome variables. 
We examine each variable at 3 different intervals14. After matching, we calculate the difference in 
each variable, e.g. in TFP, one year after switching and one year before switching for both the 
matched control and treated group. We subsequently calculate the difference after 2 and 3 years 
and one year before switching as well. In column 1 we present results on the difference between 
ex-post and ex-ante performance for the treated group. The second column then presents the 
same results for the matched control group. The third column is the difference between the treated 
and the control group with standard errors in parenthesis. The standard errors are then estimated 
by bootstrapping with 1000 replications. 

 Table 6 presents the results for the full sample and then in the following table we test the 
robustness of our benchmark results by breaking the sample into a sub-sample of manufacturing 
firms only.  

Productivity

 The entry into a foreign market for a domestic firm has varying impact on TFP over the four-
year horizon. Our benchmark semi-parametric estimates indicate that first-time OFDI firms 
experience on average a small but positive growth rate one year after entry into a foreign market 
and negative growth rates in TFP in the second year, followed by another year of positive growth 
and then negative growth again in the fourth year (column 1 Table 6). Even though the difference in 
TFP between the treated and control group seem large at times, the difference cannot be casually 

                                                   
14  Except for TFP where we use 4 year window to assess impact on longer horizon. 
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attributed to switching to become an FDI firm as our results are not statistically significant. When 
we examine TFP in levels among the treated group, we observe a negative outcome four years in a 
row. Nevertheless, we cannot say that such a pattern in productivity is caused by the switch as the 
control group does not seem to be statistically different than our treatment group. When we 
examine labor productivity, similar to results on TFP levels, we cannot find statistically significant 
evidence that the switch had a causal effect on the growth and the levels of labor productivity in the 
years to follow.  

Employment and wages

 The impact of internationalization of firms, especially by way of OFDI, on employment and the 
skill composition of employment is widely debated in policy circles. In our sample, employment 
growth seems to slow down after the switch (Column 1 Table 6), however, we cannot identify if the 
negative growth was caused by the switch or not. In order to have a better idea on the employment 
effects of OFDI, we examine employment among skilled vs unskilled labor in Belgian firms. The 
results indicate that the number of skilled labor has increased both among the treated and control 
groups. On the other hand, the number of unskilled labor employed has been decreasing. Taken 
together, on average the treated firms have been becoming more skill-intensive however, we do 
not find statistically significant evidence that this was caused by the switch. The increasing skill-
composition in Belgian firms may explain our results in wages as well. We observe that wages 
have increased in the years following the switch both for the treated and the control group, albeit 
we cannot establish a causal link. 

Output and trade

 Several studies mentioned in our literature review examined the performance of the treated 
firms in terms of output and used value added as a measure. To facilitate in comparison, we 
examine both the growth rate and the level of the value added of the firm. On average we observe 
that the growth rates have slowed down both in the treated and control groups, whereas the level 
of output has increased vis-à-vis the year before the switch. Nevertheless the difference between 
the two groups cannot be attributed to a causal link between becoming a first-time OFDI firm and 
ex-post performance. The impact of FDI on trade is an important effect that has been widely 
debated also. In this section we examine the impact of OFDI on the export-intensity and the export 
level both in goods and services trade of the firms. We can see that export-intensity of the treated 
firms increase in the years following the switch and the effect is casually attributable to the 
internationalization of the firm, as this result is statistically significant 2 and 3-years after the 
treatment. On the other hand in the three years that follow, the treated firms have on average 
increased export levels in goods but decreased export levels in services.  

Robustness checks

 As a robustness check, we restrict our sample to manufacturing firms only. This reduces the 
number of matched pairs by more than 30 percent, but provides us with a more detailed 
examination of the manufacturing by leaving out the services firms. Table 7 reports only statistically 
significant results. For the firms in the manufacturing sector, we find that becoming a MNC causes 
positive growth in TFP (t + 2) among the treated whereas the growth in TFP is negative for the 
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control group. This is the first statistically significant effect of internationalization of the firm on 
productivity we find in our sample and is in line with other country studies. Switching to become a 
MNC causes also an increase in wages in t + 3 among the manufacturing sector, along with an 
increase in exports in the same period.  

 Reflecting on the overall results, in our full sample including services as well as manufacturing 
firms the performance outcomes for the treated vs control group are indiscernible. This may be 
because internationalization motivations of services firms may be driven by other factors such as 
survival. It may also be that simply our measures of performance outcome are not appropriate for 
services (i.e. TFP for measuring productivity in services). 

 The literature reviewed indicates that even though entry into export markets may not cause 
higher growth rates in productivity or other measure of firm performance, there is evidence that 
engaging in foreign markets increases the chances of survival of a firm (Bernard and Jensen, 1999, 
Bernard and Wagner, 2001). In addition, there is positive evidence on engaging in export markets 
and its subsequent effect on aggregate productivity through resource reallocation (Bernard and 
Jensen, 2004, Falvey et al., 2004). Greenaway and Kneller (2007) explain that in a Melitz (2003) 
type set up, i.e. a dynamic industry model with heterogeneous firms, the interaction of fixed cost of 
entry into foreign markets, firm productivity and exporting raises industry productivity. In other 
words, ‘exporting increases expected profit, which induces entry, pushes up the productivity 
threshold for survival and drives out the least efficient firms in a Schumpeterian wave of ‘creative 
destruction’” (Greenaway and Kneller, 2007). 

 Almost all Belgian firms that switch to become a MNC are or have been exporters and /or 
importers. In section 3, the results of the first order stochastic dominance tests show that FDI-firms 
are more productive than exporters. However, similar to results from other studies on engaging in 
export markets (e.g. Bernard et al., 1995) evidence on the causal effects of switching to OFDI on 
Belgian firms’ productivity is not straightforward. Overall we do not have strong evidence in our 
results that investing abroad increases productivity of the firm in our full sample. It is rather the 
case that productivity improvements may have taken effect before the internationalization decision 
of the firm. However in the manufacturing sector, we find that Belgian firms do experience a growth 
in TFP in the aftermath of the switch in the second year.  

 

7. CONCLUSION

 In this paper we examine the impact of the internationalization behavior of the Belgian firms, by 
way of establishing subsidiaries abroad, on firm-level performance. Our main motivation is to 
contribute to international trade literature on the consequences of internationalization of the firm. 
Unlike the literature on exports, there are only few studies that examine the impact of outward FDI 
on domestic firm performance and these studies are primarily motivated to address the public fear 
that outward FDI relocates jobs to developing countries. Our study is closely related to Melitz 
(2003), Helpman et al. (2004) and the recent literature that examined the causal impact of FDI on 
home performance, rather than earlier studies that only established a ‘statistical association’ (Barba 
Navaretti and Castellani, 2004, Javorcik, 2004). 
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 As empirical evidence suggests, firms become ‘better performers’ several years before the 
entry into foreign markets. Helpman et al. (2004) show that only the most productive firms engage 
in foreign markets. Among those, the most productive choose to become a MNC, whereas the least 
productive firms serve only the domestic market. There are now several studies that compare the 
productivity of exporters vs MNCs confirming the hierarchy in productivity as a determinant of FDI. 
However, these studies do not address the question whether FDI causes a higher growth in 
productivity, output or employment. We find that the Belgian case fits well: as exporters are more 
productive than importers and domestic firms, and OFDI firms are more productive than exporters. 

 We examine the relationship between outward FDI and firm performance in two steps. First we 
identify the key variables that determine the odds of a firm switching to become a MNC and 
estimate the propensity scores to be used in matching. We find that firm-level productivity (TFP), 
size (in terms of employment), skill-intensity (the ratio of white-collar employees to total average 
employment) are positively associated with the odds of becoming a MNC. However, the most 
significant determinant of outward FDI in our Belgian sample is being a Belgian affiliate of a foreign 
multinational company.  

 Results of difference-in-differences analysis indicate that there is no evidence in our data to 
show that FDI has statistically significant impact on productivity, employment and output. The only 
statistically significant result in our full sample indicates that FDI causes positive growth in export 
intensity. On the other hand when we restrict our sample to Belgian manufacturing firms only, we 
do find that switching to OFDI causes a positive growth in TFP. This effect is coupled with an 
increase in wages and exports. On the other hand, we do not find any statistically significant 
evidence that internationalization of Belgian firms causes loss of employment for the unskilled 
worker as in other studies. 
 

16



 

 

REFERENCES

Ackerberg, Daniel; Kevin Caves and Garth Frazer. 2006. "Structural Identification of Production 
Functions." 42. 

Aitken, Brian; Ann Harrison and Robert E. Lipsey. 1996. "Wages and Foreign Ownership a 
Comparative Study of Mexico, Venezuela, and the United States." Journal of International 
Economics, 40(3–4), 345-71. 

Aitken, Brian J. and Ann E. Harrison. 1999. "Do Domestic Firms Benefit from Direct Foreign 
Investment? Evidence from Venezuela." American Economic Review, 89(3), 605-18. 

Alfaro, Laura; Areendam Chanda; Sebnem Kalemli-Ozcan and Selin Sayek. 2010. "Does 
Foreign Direct Investment Promote Growth? Exploring the Role of Financial Markets on Linkages." 
Journal of Development Economics, 91(2), 242-56. 

Baldwin, John R. and Wulong Gu. 2003. "Export-Market Participation and Productivity 
Performance in Canadian Manufacturing." The Canadian Journal of Economics / Revue 
canadienne d'Economique, 36(3), 634-57. 

Barba Navaretti, Giorgio and Davide Castellani. 2004. "Investments Abroad and Performance at 
Home: Evidence from Italian Multinationals," C.E.P.R. Discussion Papers,  

Barba Navaretti, Giorgio; Davide Castellani and Anne-Célia Disdier. 2010. "How Does 
Investing in Cheap Labour Countries Affect Performance at Home? Firm-Level Evidence from 
France and Italy." Oxford Economic Papers, 62(2), 234-60. 

Barba Navaretti, Giorgio and Anthony J. Venables. 2006. Multinational Firms in the World 
Economy. Princeton University Press. 

Belderbos, René; Giovanni Capannelli and Kyoji Fukao. 2001. "Backward Vertical Linkages of 
Foreign Manufacturing Affiliates: Evidence from Japanese Multinationals." World Development, 
29(1), 189-208. 

Bernard, Andrew B. ; J. Bradford Jensen; Stephen J. Redding and Peter K. Schott. 2012. 
"The Empirics of Firm Heterogeneity and International Trade." Annual Review of Economics, 4(1), 
283-313. 

Bernard, Andrew B.; Jonathan Eaton; J. Bradford Jensen and Samuel Kortum. 2003. "Plants 
and Productivity in International Trade." The American Economic Review, 93(4), 1268-90. 

Bernard, Andrew B. and J. Bradford Jensen. 1999. "Exceptional Exporter Performance: Cause, 
Effect, or Both?" Journal of International Economics, 47(1), 1-25. 

Bernard, Andrew B. and J. Bradford Jensen. 2004. "Why Some Firms Export." Review of 
Economics and Statistics, 86(2), 561-69. 

Bernard, Andrew B.; J. Bradford Jensen and Robert Z. Lawrence. 1995. "Exporters, Jobs, and 
Wages in U.S. Manufacturing: 1976-1987." Brookings Papers on Economic Activity. 
Microeconomics, 1995, 67-119. 

Bernard, Andrew B.; J. Bradford Jensen; Stephen J. Redding and Peter K. Schott. 2007. 
"Firms in International Trade." The Journal of Economic Perspectives, 21(3), 105-30. 

Bernard, Andrew B. and Joachim Wagner. 2001. "Export Entry and Exit by German Firms." 
Weltwirtschaftliches Archiv, 137(1), 105-23. 

Blalock, Garrick and Paul J. Gertler. 2008. "Welfare Gains from Foreign Direct Investment 
through Technology Transfer to Local Suppliers." Journal of International Economics, 74(2), 402-
21. 

17



 

 

Blonigen, Bruce A. 2001. "In Search of Substitution between Foreign Production and Exports." 
Journal of International Economics, 53(1), 81-104. 

Blundell, Richard and Monica Costa Dias. 2000. "Evaluation Methods for Non-Experimental 
Data." Fiscal Studies, 21(4), 427-68. 

Borensztein, E.; J. De Gregorio and J. W. Lee. 1998. "How Does Foreign Direct Investment 
Affect Economic Growth?" Journal of International Economics, 45(1), 115-35. 

Braconier, Henrik and Karolina Ekholm. 2002. "Foreign Direct Investment in Central and Eastern 
Europe: Employment Effects in the Eu," Centro Studi Luca d\'Agliano, University of Milano 

____. 2000. "Swedish Multinationals and Competition from High- and Low-Wage Locations." 
Review of International Economics, 8(3), 448-61. 

Braconier, Henrik; Karolina Ekholm and Karen-Helene Midelfart Knarvik. 2001. "In Search of 
Fdi-Transmitted R&D Spillovers: A Study Based on Swedish Data." Weltwirtschaftliches Archiv, 
137(4), 644-65. 

Castellani, Davide and Antonello Zanfei. 2007. "Internationalisation, Innovation and Productivity: 
How Do Firms Differ in Italy?" World Economy, 30(1), 156-76. 

Clerides, Sofronis K.; Saul Lach and James R. Tybout. 1998. "Is Learning by Exporting 
Important? Micro-Dynamic Evidence from Colombia, Mexico, and Morocco." The Quarterly Journal 
of Economics, 113(3), 903-47. 

Conconi, Paola; André Sapir and Maurizio Zanardi. 2013. "The Internationalization Process of 
Firms: From Exports to Fdi," C.E.P.R. Discussion Papers,  

Cuyvers, Ludo; Emmanuel Dhyne and Reth Soeng. 2010. "The Effects of Internationalisation on 
Domestic Labour Demand by Skills : Firm-Level Evidence for Belgium," National Bank of Belgium,  

Debaere, Peter; Hongshik Lee and Joonhyung Lee. 2006. "Does Where You Go Matter? The 
Impact of Outward Foreign Direct Investment on Multinationals' Employment at Home," C.E.P.R. 
Discussion Papers,  

Delgado, Miguel A.; Jose C. Fariñas and Sonia Ruano. 2002. "Firm Productivity and Export 
Markets: A Non-Parametric Approach." Journal of International Economics, 57(2), 397-422. 

Dhyne, Emmanuel; Catherine Fuss and Claude Mathieu. 2010. "Labour Demand Adjustment : 
Does Foreign Ownership Matter ?," NBB Working Paper Series. National Bank of Belgium, 33. 

Djankov, Simeon and Bernard M. Hoekman. 2000. "Foreign Investment and Productivity Growth 
in Czech Enterprises." World Bank Economic Review, 14(1), 49-64. 

Ekholm, Karolina; Rikard Forslid and James R. Markusen. 2007. "Export-Platform Foreign 
Direct Investment." Journal of the European Economic Association, 5(4), 776-95. 

Falvey, Rod; Neil Foster and David Greenaway. 2004. "Imports, Exports, Knowledge Spillovers 
and Growth." Economics Letters, 85(2), 209-13. 

Gazaniol, Alexandre and Frederic Petrault. 2013. “Outward FDI, performance and group 
affiliation: evidence from French matched firms”. Economics Bulletin, 33 (2), 891-904. 

Girma, Sourafel; David Greenaway and Katharine Wakelin. 2001. "Who Benefits from Foreign 
Direct Investment in the Uk?" Scottish Journal of Political Economy, 48(2), 119-33. 

Girma, Sourafel; Richard Kneller and Mauro Pisu. 2005. "Exports Versus Fdi: An Empirical 
Test." Review of World Economics, 141(2), 193-218. 

18



 

 

Görg, Holger and Eric Strobl. 2001. "Multinational Companies and Productivity Spillovers: A 
Meta-Analysis." The Economic Journal, 111(475), F723-F39. 

Greenaway, David and Richard Kneller. 2007. "Firm Heterogeneity, Exporting and Foreign Direct 
Investment." The Economic Journal, 117(517), F134-F61. 

Haddad, Mona and Ann Harrison. 1993. "Are There Positive Spillovers from Direct Foreign 
Investment?: Evidence from Panel Data for Morocco." Journal of Development Economics, 42(1), 
51-74. 

Haskel, Jonathan E.; Sonia C. Pereira and Matthew J. Slaughter. 2007. "Does Inward Foreign 
Direct Investment Boost the Productivity of Domestic Firms?" Review of Economics and Statistics, 
89(3), 482-96. 

Head, Keith and John Ries. 2003. "Heterogeneity and the Fdi Versus Export Decision of 
Japanese Manufacturers." Journal of the Japanese and International Economies, 17(4), 448-67. 

Heckman, James J.; Hidehiko Ichimura and Petra E. Todd. 1997. "Matching as an Econometric 
Evaluation Estimator: Evidence from Evaluating a Job Training Programme." The Review of 
Economic Studies, 64(4), 605-54. 

Helpman, Elhanan. 1984. "A Simple Theory of International Trade with Multinational 
Corporations." Journal of Political Economy, 92(3), 451-71. 

Helpman, Elhanan and Paul Krugman. 1987. Market Structure and Foreign Trade: Increasing 
Returns, Imperfect Competition, and the International Economy. The MIT Press. 

Helpman, Elhanan; Marc J. Melitz and Stephen R. Yeaple. 2004. "Export Versus Fdi with 
Heterogeneous Firms." American Economic Review, 94(1), 300-16. 

Hijzen, Alexander; Sébastien Jean and Thierry Mayer. 2011. "The Effects at Home of Initiating 
Production Abroad: Evidence from Matched French Firms." Review of World Economics, 147(3), 
457-83. 

Holmes, Thomas J. and James A. Schmitz. 2001. "A Gain from Trade: From Unproductive to 
Productive Entrepreneurship." Journal of Monetary Economics, 47(2), 417-46. 

Irarrazabal, Alfonso; Andreas Moxnes and Luca David Opromolla. 2013. "The Margins of 
Multinational Production and the Role of Intrafirm Trade." Journal of Political Economy, 121(1), 74-
126. 

Javorcik, Beata. 2004. "Does Foreign Direct Investment Increase the Productivity of Domestic 
Firms? In Search of Spillovers through Backward Linkages." American Economic Review, 94(3), 
605-27. 

Keller, Wolfgang and Stephen R. Yeaple. 2009. "Multinational Enterprises, International Trade, 
and Productivity Growth: Firm-Level Evidence from the United States." The Review of Economics 
and Statistics, 91(4), 821-31. 

Kimura, Fukunari and Kozo Kiyota. 2006. "Exports, Fdi, and Productivity: Dynamic Evidence 
from Japanese Firms." Review of World Economics, 142(4), 695-719. 

Kiyota, Kozo and Shujiro Urata. 2008. "The Role of Multinational Firms in International Trade: 
The Case of Japan." Japan and the World Economy, 20(3), 338-52. 

Kneller, Richard and Mauro Pisu. 2004. "Export-Oriented Fdi in the Uk." Oxford Review of 
Economic Policy, 20(3), 424-39. 

Konings, Jozef. 2001. "The Effects of Foreign Direct Investment on Domestic Firms." Economics 
of Transition, 9(3), 619-33. 

19



 

 

Konings, Jozef and Alan Patrick Murphy. 2006. "Do Multinational Enterprises Relocate 
Employment to Low-Wage Regions? Evidence from European Multinationals." Review of World 
Economics, 142(2), 267-86. 

Leuven, Edwin and Barbara Sianesi. 2003. "Psmatch2: Stata Module to Perform Full 
Mahalanobis and Propensity Score Matching, Common Support Graphing, and Covariate 
Imbalance Testing," Boston College Department of Economics,  

Levinsohn, James and Amil Petrin. 2003. "Estimating Production Functions Using Inputs to 
Control for Unobservables." The Review of Economic Studies, 70(2), 317-41. 

Lipsey, Robert E.; Eric Ramstetter and Magnus Blomström. 2000. "Outward Fdi and Home 
Country Exports: Japan, the United States, and Sweden," Stockholm School of Economics,  

Lipsey, Robert E. and Merle Yahr Weiss. 1984. "Foreign Production and Exports of Individual 
Firms." The Review of Economics and Statistics, 66(2), 304-08. 

Marin, Dalia. 2004. "A Nation of Poets and Thinkers - Less So with Eastern Enlargement? Austria 
and Germany," C.E.P.R. Discussion Papers,  

Markusen, James R. and Anthony J. Venables. 1999. "Foreign Direct Investment as a Catalyst 
for Industrial Development." European Economic Review, 43(2), 335-56. 

Melitz, Marc J. 2003. "The Impact of Trade on Intra-Industry Reallocations and Aggregate Industry 
Productivity." Econometrica, 71(6), 1695-725. 

Olley, G. Steven and Ariel Pakes. 1996. "The Dynamics of Productivity in the 
Telecommunications Equipment Industry." Econometrica, 64(6), 1263-97. 

Rosenbaum, Paul R and Donald B Rubin. 1985. "Constructing a Control Group Using 
Multivariate Matched Sampling Methods That Incorporate the Propensity Score." The American 
Statistician, 39(1), 33-38. 

Rosenbaum, Paul R. 2002. "Attributing Effects to Treatment in Matched Observational Studies." 
Journal of the American Statistical Association, 97(457), 183-92. 

Rubin, Donald B. 2008. "For Objective Causal Inference, Design Trumps Analysis." Annals of 
Applied Statistics, 2(3), 808-40. 

Schoors, Koen and Bartoldus van der Tol. 2002. "Foreign Direct Investment Spillovers within 
and between Sectors: Evidence from Hungarian Data," Ghent University, Faculty of Economics and 
Business Administration,  

van Pottelsberghe, Bruno and Frank Lichtenberg. 2001. "Does Foreign Direct Investment 
Transfer Technology across Borders?" Review of Economics and Statistics, 83(3), 490-97. 

Villegas-Sanchez, Carolina. 2009. "Fdi Spillovers and the Role of Local Financial Markets: 
Evidence from Mexico," ESADE:  

Wagner, Joachim. 2006. "Exports, Foreign Direct Investment, and Productivity: Evidence from 
German Firm Level Data." Applied Economics Letters, 13(6), 347-49. 

Yeaple, Stephen Ross. 2009. "Firm Heterogeneity and the Structure of U.S. Multinational Activity." 
Journal of International Economics, 78(2), 206-15. 

 
  

20



 

 

 

Table 1. Total number of different types of firms in Belgium 
 Purely 

domestic 

One way 
traders 

(exporters) 

One way 
traders 

(importers) 

Two way 
traders 

Belgian  
MNC 

Foreign 
 MNC 

1998 69451 6168 7366 11210 418 1353 
1999 73029 5903 7634 11434 395 1389 
2000 74601 6244 7653 11871 373 1482 
2001 74173 6497 7892 11595 513 1873 
2002 74971 7088 8378 12108 484 1959 
2003 76482 7461 8423 12263 469 2075 
2004 78936 7351 8584 12395 475 2006 
2005 80472 7725 8814 12423 415 1833 
2006 89055 4015 8598 9775 399 1770 
2007 89565 3988 9426 9919 388 1720 

 

 

 

Table 2. Summary statistics on Belgian firms 
 Purely 

domestic 

One way 
traders 

(exporters) 

One way 
traders 

(importers) 

Two way 
traders 

Belgian  
MNC 

Foreign 
 MNC 

lnTFP 8.50 
(1.03) 

8.77 
(1.05) 

8.92 
(1.05) 

9.06 
(1.12) 

8.86 
(1.20) 

9.01 
(1.33) 

Employment 5.70 
(39.49) 

12.77 
(67.12) 

14.88 
(154.87) 

33.21 
(249.53) 

372.13 
(2258.75) 

278.33 
(970.94) 

Skilled employment 
ratio 

0.44 
(0.45) 

0.47 
(0.40) 

0.60 
(0.39) 

0.59 
(0.36) 

0.63 
(0.34) 

0.70 
(0.32) 

Ln average wage 10.22 
(0.47) 

10.41 
(0.42) 

10.41 
(0.42) 

10.57 
(0.40) 

10.82 
(0.41) 

11.02 
(0.43) 

Ln real value added 11.87 
(1.21) 

12.76 
(1.32) 

12.76 
(1.34) 

13.66 
(1.40) 

15.43 
(1.81) 

15.96 
(1.58) 

Ln turnover 13.03 
(1.30) 

14.50 
(1.46) 

14.63 
(1.41) 

15.72 
(1.32) 

16.85 
(1.93) 

17.30 
(1.72) 

Ln operating profits 10.07 
(1.46) 

10.93 
(1.46) 

11.05 
(1.51) 

11.96 
(9.05) 

13.96 
(1.86) 

14.40 
(1.71) 
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Table 4. Determinants of Internationalization of Belgian Firms - Logit 
 Full sample 
 Logit coefficients Average marginal effects 
Ln(TFP)t-1 0.25 

(0.10)*** 
0.003 
(0.001)*** 

Ln(AGE) t-1 -0.08 
(0.07) 

-0.001 
(0.001) 

Skill ratio t-1 0.79 
(0.31)*** 

0.01 
(0.004)*** 

ln(employment)t-1 0.33 
(0.06)*** 

0.004 
(0.001)*** 

Ln(average wages) t-1  -0.19 
(0.23) 

-0.002 
(0.003) 

Exporter t-1 0.11 
(0.21) 

0.001 
(0.003) 

Importer t-1 0.16 
(0.25) 

0.002 
(0.003) 

MNC dummy 1.29 
(0.15)*** 

0.02 
(0.003)*** 

2-digit sector dummies Yes  
Time dummies Yes  
N 22567  
Pseudo R2 0.12  
LR chi2 395.45  
Log likelihood -1417.90  

Note: 2-digit sector and year dummies included. The coefficients are log odds of switching to become a MNC compared to 
not-switching estimated by logistic regression. Standard errors in parenthesis. *** indicates significance level at 1 percent, ** 
at 5 percent and * at 10.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table 5. Test on the balancing properties-difference of means 
 Treated Control % bias reduction t-score 
Ln(TFP)t-1 9.01 9.02 91.2 -0.06 
Ln(AGE) t-1 2.96 2.89 25.3  0.64 
Skill ratio t-1 0.50 0.54 54.5 -0.73 
ln(employment)t-1 5.13 4.75 78.6  2.21 
Ln(Cost per employee) t-1  10.73 10.60 -165.9  1.12 
Exporter t-1 0.89 0.88 96.0  0.24 
Importer t-1 0.94 0.94 100.0  0.00 
MNC dummy 0.29 0.30 94.1 -0.17 
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Table 6. Semi-parametric matching and difference-in-difference-Benchmark results 
Growth lnTFP Treatment 

group 
Control group Difference No of matched 

pairs 
DiD t+1  0.0002 -0.05 0.05  

(0.09) 
80 

DiD t+2 -0.002 -0.09 0.09 
(0.07) 

78 

DiD t+3 0.003 -0.04 0.05 
(0.07) 

75 
 

DiD t+4 -0.06 -0.10 0.04 
(0.08) 

70 

     
lnTFP in levels Treatment 

group 
Control group Difference No of matched 

pairs 
DiD t+1 -0.05 -0.06 0.006 

(0.08) 
85 

DiD t+2 -0.07 -0.03 -0.04 
(0.08) 

83 

DiD t+3 -0.07 -0.01 -0.06 
(0.08) 

78 

DiD t+4 -0.09 -0.09 0.003 
(0.11) 

72 

     
Growth in Labor 
productivity 

Treatment 
group 

Control group Difference No of matched 
pairs 

DiD t+1 0.01 -0.04 0.05 
(0.10) 

80 

DiD t+2 0.01 -0.003 0.02 
(0.05) 

78 

DiD t+3 0.01 0.03 -0.01 
(0.06) 

75 

     
Labor productivity Treatment 

group 
Control group Difference No of matched 

pairs 
DiD t+1 -0.006 -0.056 0.051 

(0.11) 
85 

DiD t+2 -0.004 -0.12 0.12 
(0.13) 

83 

DiD t+3 -0.007 0.007 -0.014 
(0.068) 

78 

     
Growth in 
employment 

Treatment 
group 

Control group Difference No of matched 
pairs 

DiD t+1 -0.060 0.007 -0.067 
(0.049) 

82 

DiD t+2 -0.064 -0.014 -0.049 
(0.039) 

81 

DiD t+3 -0.066 -0.052 -0.014 
(0.048) 

76 

     
Total employment Treatment 

group 
Control group Difference No of matched 

pairs 
DiD t+1 0.062 0.094 -0.032 

(0.053) 
85 

DiD t+2 0.073 0.152 -0.079 
(0.063) 

83 

DiD t+3 0.091 0.131 -0.04 
(0.075) 

78 

     
Skilled 
employment  

Treatment 
group 

Control group Difference No of matched 
pairs 

DiD t+1 0.067 0.099 -0.033 
(0.061) 

85 

DiD t+2 0.097 0.110 -0.013 
(0.083) 

83 

DiD t+3 0.143 0.123 0.021 
(0.083) 

77 

 
Note : Standard errors in parenthesis. 
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Unskilled 
employment 

Treatment group Control group Difference No of matched 
pairs 

DiD t+1 0.022 0.015 0.008 
(0.066) 

71 

DiD t+2 -0.023 0.071 -0.094 
(0.081) 

71 

DiD t+3 -0.024 0.112 -0.137 
(0.101) 

68 

     
Average wages Treatment group Control group Difference No of matched 

pairs 
DiD t+1 0.084 0.171 -0.086 

(0.096) 
85 

DiD t+2 0.125 0.19 -0.066 
(0.098) 

83 

DiD t+3 0.151 0.115 0.036 
(0.025) 

78 

     
Growth in real 
VA 

Treatment group Control group Difference No of matched 
pairs 

DiD t+1 -0.062 -0.039 -0.023 
(0.084) 

80 

DiD t+2 -0.049 -0.103 0.054 
(0.073) 

78 

DiD t+3 -0.070 -0.099 0.029 
(0.076) 

75 

     
Real VA Treatment group Control group Difference No of matched 

pairs 
DiD t+1 0.026 0.074 -0.048 

(0.078) 
85 

DiD t+2 0.042 0.137 -0.096 
(0.087) 

83 

DiD t+3 0.058 0.149 -0.091 
(0.10) 

78 

     
Export intensity Treatment group Control group Difference No of matched 

pairs 
DiD t+1 0.0054 -0.004 0.009 

(0.013) 
55 

DiD t+2 0.0047 -0.028 0.033 
(0.015)** 

50 

DiD t+3 0.006 -0.018 0.024 
(0.014)* 

43 

     
Log (Exports)  Treatment group Control group Difference No of matched 

pairs 
DiD t+1 0.188 -0.176 0.364 

(0.304) 
69 

DiD t+2 0.267 0.208 0.059 
(0.31) 

71 

DiD t+3 0.144 -0.342 0.486 
(0.31) 

67 

     
Log (Exports in 
services)  

Treatment group Control group Difference No of matched 
pairs 

DiD t+1 -0.551 0.045 -0.595 
(0.937) 

27 

DiD t+2 -0.661 -0.584 -0.078 
(0.949) 

22 

DiD t+3 -0.603 -0.778 -0.175 
(1.134) 

16 

Note: Standard errors in parenthesis. 
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Table 7. Manufacturing firms only 
TFP  Treatment group Control group Difference No of matched 

pairs 
DiD t+2 0.004 -0.134 0.141 

(0.083)* 
48 

     
Wages Treatment group Control group Difference No of matched 

pairs 
DiD t+3 0.148 0.101 0.047 

(0.025)** 
49 

Log (Exports)  Treatment group Control group Difference No of matched 
pairs 

DiD t+3 0.197 -0.478 0.675 
(0.377)* 

46 

Note: Standard errors in parenthesis. 
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