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COMMENTS 

Cuba 

A Revolution Without Achievements 

W h a t  sor t  of ach ievements  a "glor ious" r evo lu t ion  
yields  can  be  s tud ied  b y  the  r evo lu t iona r i e s  of e v e r y  
shade  in the  adop t ive  f a the r l and  of the  g rea t  "Che" 
Guevara ,  which is a t  the  same t ime the  na t ive  land  
of the  h a r d l y  less admi red  Fidel Castro.  To car ry  out  
the  economic  p r o g r a m m e s  tha t  had  b e e n  in t roduced  
w i th  so much fanfare,  Cuba  would  h a v e  needed,  in the  
first  ins tance ,  lots of money.  But  the  ins i s tence  of the  
Red Ruler  of the  C a r i b b e a n  on his  w r o n g h e a d e d  
economic  fan tas ies  has  caused  e v e n  the  Soviets  who  
had  in i t ia l ly  b e e n  wil l ing to help Cuba  to cut  clown 
on the i r  ass is tance.  The funds  tha t  are  ava i l ab le  to 
Dr Cas t ro ' s  g o v e r n m e n t  for f inanc ing  la rge-sca le  
i r r iga t ion  inves tments ,  i nd i spensab le  for a t t a in ing  the  
ob jec t ives  of the  "grea t  food ba t t le"  t h rough  modern-  
is ing the  g rowing  of sugar  cane,  t r ans fo rming  farming 
round  the  capi ta l  of the  island, Havana ,  into a capi tal-  
i n t ens ive  industry ,  and  ex t end ing  ca t t le  raising,  are 
no more  t han  a t iny  drop upon  a parched soil. Cas t ro  
the re fore  f ran t ica l ly  t r ies  to mobi l ise  more  and  more  
in t ens ive  manua l  l abour  for unpa id  "self-aid",  to  the  
l imits  of the  popu la t ion ' s  work ing  capaci ty .  A m o n g  
the  foremost  measures  of this  p rog ramme  are  the  
format ion  of a v o l u n t a r y  l abour  service,  and  the  re- 
g rouping  of all c ivi l  s e rvan t s  and  publ ic  employees  
in mi l i t a ry  uni ts  tha t  may  be o rde red  to work  as 
" labour  armies"  on  the  farms and  p lanta t ions .  In 
addit ion,  a ve r i t ab l e  f lood of new laws and  decrees  
is be ing  poured  out  o v e r  Cuba, all for the  purpose  of 
r ec ru i t ing  eve r  g rowing  number s  of the  popu la t ion  
for an  inc reased  d i rec t ion  of labour .  Ne i the r  pupi ls  
no r  the  worke r s  who,  t h rough  the i r  t rade  unions,  h a v e  
a l r eady  "vo lun tee red"  to work  over t ime  w i thou t  pay-  
ment ,  are  exempt  from them. The v o l u n t a r y  character  
of all  th is  ex t ra  work  may  not  e v e n  be  doub ted  as 
long as the  C u b a n  people  be l ieves  in its "ft ihrer" 
a n d  in the  eff icacy of the  measures  dec reed  by  him. 
But w h a t  will  h a p p e n  in Cuba  once  the  C u b a n  people  
l ea rns  t ha t  all  the  g l i t te r  of the  r evo lu t ion  ends  in 
h a v i n g  to w o r k  more  for a s t anda rd  of l iv ing  tha t  is 
h a r d l y  h igher  t h a n  before? ke. 

Indonesia 

A Silver Lining on the Horizon 

It is no t  e a s y  to be  a communis t  in Indonesia .  Mili- 
t a ry  In te l l igence  has  e s t ima ted  the  n u m b e r  of com- 
munis t s  who  could  still  be  descr ibed  as mi l i t an ts  
among  those  w h o  h a v e  not  ye t  lart, ded in i n t e rnmen t  
camps  at  less t han  5,000, all of them in semi - s t a rved  
condi t ions  and  panic-s tr icken,  pe rpe tua l ly  f leeing 

from one  h ideou t  to the  next.  They  h a v e  lost  all 
suppor t  from the  Indones i an  people,  and  e v e n  the  
amoun t  of aid g iven  t hem b y  China  is h a r d l y  w o r t h  
ment ioning .  Though  the re  is ha rd ly  an  Indones i an  
who would  cons ider  these  r ema in ing  communis t s  a 
d a n g e r  to the  p re sen t  regime,  the  Indones i an  press  
publ i shes  da i ly  s tor ies  abou t  the  big an t i - communis t  
h u n t  tha t  is still  going  on. Yet, w h a t  will  people  not  
do in o rder  to jus t i fy  the  ex is tence  of a huge  mi l i t a ry  
e s t ab l i shmen t  which keeps  unde r  arms abou t  500,000 
soldiers,  and  to p r e v e n t  the  f low of wes t e rn  aid from 
dry ing  up? 

Big Bro ther  in the  W e s t  has  reac ted  promptly .  W h e n  
he  v i s i t ed  Indones ia  dur ing  las t  June,  Mr  M c N a m a r a  
first  p romised  a W o r l d  Bank credi t  of $ 4 ran, and  
also h in ted  at  the  poss ib i l i ty  of fu r ther  loans  at  cheap 
ra tes  of interest .  True, this  is mere  chickenfeed com- 
pa red  wi th  an  es t imated  r e q u i r e m e n t - - f o r  the  nex t  
f ive y e a r s - - o f  $ 2,500 mn in foreign i nves tmen t s  and  
loans.  Unless  the  Indones i an  g o v e r n m e n t  succeeds  in 
ob ta in ing  consol ida t ion  of the  p r e s en t  eno rmous  
Indones i an  debt,  the  to ta l  w a n t e d  will  e v e n  r ise  to 
abou t  $ 3,500 mn. But in the  con tex t  of o the r  im- 
p o r t an t  economic  deve lopments ,  the  n ew  loan pro- 
mised reflects  a first  eas ing-up  of the  Indones i an  
si tuat ion,  s ince it is symptomat ic  for the  r ev i v ed  
in te res t  the  W o r l d  Bank takes  in Indonesia .  Gene ra l  
Suharto,  a t  an y  rate,  did e v e r y t h i n g  in his  power  to 
improve  the  condi t ions  for fu r ther  outs ide  help. Ear ly  
in June,  1968, h e  set up a "Deve lopment  Cabine t"  and, 
to the  grea t  rel ief  of the  bus iness  communi ty ,  the  pos t  
of Min is te r  of Commerce  was filled wi th  one  of the  
mos t  able  economists ,  Professor  Sumitro.  hg. 

EEC Farming 

A Poor Show 

A s  in 1967, the  agr icu l tura l  r egu la t ions  of the  EEC 
rega rd ing  the  des t ruc t ion  of surplus  crops of fruit  
and  vege tab le s  were  aga in  appl ied  dur ing  the  cu r ren t  
year .  W h a t  a l legedly  could not  be  sold of a h a r v e s t  
over f low was  burned ,  fed to l ivestock, or  p loughed  
under .  Fur the r  la rge-sca le  des t ruc t ion  campa igns  are  
impending.  This  r igid s tab i l i sa t ion  of pr ices  for farm 
produce  in the  Common  M a r k e t  costs  the  EEC tax-  
payer s  the  t idy  sum of DM 240 mn. At  the  same time, 
t housands  are dy ing  e v e r y  day  of famine  in Biafra, 
and  the  miser ies  in As ia  and  Latin A mer i ca  are  
a b u n d a n t l y  known.  Of course,  p re tex t s  are  p lent i fu l  
for mak ing  excuses  for this  hor r ib le  co inc idence  of 
hor r ib le  facts. W e  are  told tha t  p roduce  of this  type  
could not  s tand  be ing  t r anspo r t ed  o v e r  the  va s t  
d is tances  invo lved ;  or  these  car r iage  costs  would  be  
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