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COMMENTS 

EEC 

A New Crisis In Sight 

The French G o v e r n m e n t  seems de te rmined  to co- 
opera te  in the  r emova l  of the  las t  in te rna l  customs 

ba r r i e r s  wi th in  the  EEC- -due  to take  place  on Ju ly  1 

---only on  one  condi t ion:  the  Common  M a r k e t  agree-  

men t s  on  beef  and  mi lk  mus t  become  effec t ive  at  

the  same time. The  Communi ty  is thus  t h r e a t e n e d  

wi th  a new crisis, qui te  apa r t  from the  sti l l  smoulder -  

ing c o n t r o v e r s y  abou t  the  en t ry  of Grea t  Bri ta in 

and  o ther  states.  The  still  u n i m p l e m e n t e d  agr icu l tu ra l  

a g r e e m e n t s - - s o  the  French G o v e r n m e n t  points  o u t - -  

shou ld  h a v e  come into effect by  April ,  1, 1968. 

St rong l anguage  has  b e e n  used  b y  the  French who 

seek  to e s t ab l i sh  a n  ind isso luble  l ink  be t w een  the  

Common  M a r k e t  for indust r ia l  goods and  tha t  for 

farm produce,  and  these  ha r sh  words  lead one  to 

expec t  one  of those  con t rover s i e s  b e t w e e n  France  and  

the  f ive o the r  count r ies  which by  now h a v e  come 

to be  a fea ture  of the  pa r tne rsh ip .  Na t iona l  a d v a n t a g e  

seems to be  the  sole de t e rmin ing  cons idera t ion ,  and  

everybody ,  bu t  F rance  in par t icular ,  be l i eves  tha t  

concess ions  mus t  a lways  be  made  by  the  o ther  side. 
Regard ing  the  EEC France  has  c lea r ly  the  b e t t e r  
tact icians,  if no t  the b e t t e r  a rguments ,  which its 
pa r tne r s  a re  u n a b l e  to match as far as t enac i ty  of 
purpose  and  nego t i a t ing  skill  are  concerned .  The un- 
y ie ld ing  m a n n e r  in which h a r s h  demands  are  in- 
s is ted on  w i thou t  r ega rd  for the  in te res t  of o the r s  
has  l a te ly  done  no th ing  to p romote  a communi ty  
spir i t  a m o n g  the  Six. It has, on  the  cont rary ,  
s t r e n g t h e n e d  t ha t  pol icy  of mutua l  obs t ruc t ion  which 
mus t  u l t ima te ly  ki l l  the  idea of a Uni ted  Europe. re. 

Association 

Spain in Front of a Closed Door 

N e g o t i a t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  going  on s ince  1962 on  
Spain ' s  app l ica t ion  to join  the  EEC as a n  assoc ia te  
member .  The  on ly  resu l t  has  b e e n  so far tha t  Spain  
no longer  insis ts  on  a formal  associat ion,  which is 
be ing  opposed  pa r t i cu la r ly  by  the  Benelux  countr ies ,  
bu t  wou ld  be  con ten t  wi th  a p re fe ren t ia l  t rade  agree-  
ment .  Negot ia t ions  for a wide r  a g r e e m e n t  b roke  down  
because  of Spain 's  far - reaching demands.  The Span- 

lards be l ieve  tha t  the big deficit  in the i r  t rade  ba l ance  
wi th  the  EEC can  be wiped out  on ly  t h rough  a 
dras t ic  increase  in the i r  exports .  They  therefore  in- 
sist  on  a n  immedia te  abo l i t ion  of EEC cus toms dut ies  
on  indus t r ia l  goods and  on those  farm produc ts  which 
are  not  sub jec t  to any  m a r k e t  regula t ions ,  wh i l e  
r e se rv ing  the  r ight  to p ro tec t  the i r  own  economy 
by e rec t ing  customs barr iers .  

Fa i lure  to conc lude  a p re fe ren t i a l  t rade  a g r e e m e n t  
b e t w e e n  Spain  and  the  EEC is due  to two causes :  
For  one  thing,  there  is the  re jec t ion  for pol i t ical  
reasons  of the Franco-r~gime b y  t rade  un ions  and  
all lef t-wing part ies,  and  for another ,  t he re  is the  
seeming  imposs ib i l i ty  of reaching a g r e e m e n t  on farm 
produce.  60 pe r  cent  of Spain ' s  agr icu l tu ra l  expor ts  
consis ts  of ci t rus fruit, the  d e m a n d  for which is 
cove red  wi th in  the  EEC by  I ta ly  and  o the r  Medi te r -  
r a n e a n  countr ies .  Moreover ,  Morocco  and  Tunis ia  
h a v e  also submi t t ed  appl ica t ions  for assoc ia te  mem- 
b e r s h i p - - c o u n t r i e s  whose  expor t  s t ruc tu re  is s imilar  
to tha t  of Spain  and  whose  wishes  mus t  l ikewise  
be  g iven  cons idera t ion .  

A solu t ion  to these  p rob lems  c a n n o t  be  expec t ed  in 
the  fo reseeab le  future.  The  p r e sen t  r o u n d  of ta lks  
be tween  Spain  and  the  EEC is un l ike ly  to lead  to 
a n y t h i n g  more  t h a n  a r enewed  conf ron ta t ion  of re- 
spec t ive  poin ts  of view. ri. 

Middle East 

Complicated OII Deals 

T h e r e  are occas ions  w h e n  e v e n  the  wil ies t  of foxes is 
compel led  to recogn ise  tha t  swee t  g rapes  h a v e  the  
a w k w a r d  hab i t  of hang ing  r a t h e r  high.  Take  the  
case of F rance  for ins tance :  The  fifty Mi rage  f ighters  
which Israel  o rde red  as long as two years  ago h a v e  
been  sub jec t ed  to an  embargo  though  they  had  b e e n  
a lmost  fully pa id  up on ly  shor t ly  before.  Reason? 
Israel  was  one  of the  be l l ige ren t  par t ies  i nvo lved  in 
the  Near -Eas te rn  conflict .  On  the  o the r  hand,  no 
embargo  was  imposed  on  the  52 Mi rage  a i rcraf t  
which we re  o rde red  only  a few weeks  ago b y  I raq  
and  which had  been  bombing  Israel.  The  machines  in 
ques t ion  are by  no means  the  same, bu t  are  di f ferent  

types.  

The reasons  for this  are  to be  found  less in mora l  
scruples  as to who  was ac tua l ly  the  aggres so r  in 
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