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S O C I A L  D E V E L O P M E N T  

The Influence of Tradition in India 
by Professor Latheef N. Ahmed, Kansas City 

T he fol lowing is to i l lus t ra te  th rough  a case s tudy  
the  s t ronger  role  tha t  economic  va r i ab le s  p l ay  

in to ta l  social  .development  and  to sugges t  tl~at the i r  
p roper  m a n a g e m e n t  t h r ough  appropr i a t e  pol i t ical  and  
admin i s t r a t ive  measures  and  p rocesses  will  y ie ld  
pos i t ive  results.  The gene ra l  hypo thes i s  is tha t  if a 
pol i ty  hand le s  espec ia l ly  its economic  forces p roper ly  
then  the  re l ig ious  behav iou r s  of its peop le  can  be  
accomoda ted  and /o r  changed cons t ruc t ive ly  for the  
good of the  communi ty  as a whole.  This is not  a 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  hypothes i s ;  the  hope  is to add ano the r  
empir ica l  example  to th row fur ther  l ight  on w h a t  
some th inker s  and  ana lys t s  h a v e  been  say ing  for a 
long time. 

Methodologica l ly ,  it should  b e  c lear ly  unde r s tood  
tha t  this  ana lys i s  concen t ra t e s  on (a) jus t  one  city, a 
met ropo l i t an  one, (b) jus t  one e thn ic  group 's  be-  
haviour ,  tha t  of the  Musl ims in this  area,  (c) jus t  
one  man ' s  po in t  of v iew,  tha t  of this  au thor ' s  and  
(d) covers  one  specif ied period,  from abou t  1940-1945. 
This wr i te r ' s  role  in  the  s tudy  was tha t  of a part ici-  
pan t  obse rve r  in the  processes  descr ibed  here ;  it does  
not  i nvo lve  any  s ta t i s t ica l ly  sophis t i ca ted  claims.  

The Case 

The story,  in  shor t  1, is tha t  a whole  w ay  of life 
in  Banga lore  Ci ty  (South India} ,and its env i rons  was  
at leas t  s h a k e n  w h e n  a n  economic  boom hi t  th is  
a rea  .during W o r l d  W a r  II as a resu l t  of Banga lore  
becoming  the  headqua r t e r s  of the  South East  As ia  
Command.  It a l tered,  or began  al ter ing,  some of the  
o ldes t  habi ts ,  rooted  in the  r emotes t  past.  Specifically.  
inc reased  "en t r ep reneu r "  oppor tun i t i es  m e a n t  to m a n y  
ind iv idua ls  an  inv i t a t ion  to r i s ing expec ta t ions  for 
".better" s t andards  of l iving, and "be t te r"  s ta tus  
re la t ionships .  

W e  were  eye  wi tness  to all  k inds  of people  wi th  
all k inds  of supers t i t ions  sudden ly  a w a k e n i n g  and  
becoming  en t r ep reneu r s  pa r  excel lence!  Fea r  of t rains,  
fear  of t r ave l  itself, lack of money,  lack of t r ave l  
c lothes  and  t r ave l  bedding,  no place  to s t ay  in the  
big c i ty  once  you  get  the re  (you do not  l ike to "de- 
scend"  on  you r  re la t ives ,  no r  do you  h a v e  enough  
m o n e y  to pay  for boa rd ing  in the  big c i ty  hote ls  
and  sarayes) ,  no people  of o u r  type  over  the re  to 
mix wi th  (you can  be v e r y  lone ly  in such d i s tan t  
big places),  not  easy  to get  v e g e t a r i a n  or non-  

1 W e  h a v e  e labora ted  this more  fully e l sewhere .  See  Latheef and  
I-lalira A h m e d ,  " W e b e r ' s  'H indu  Ethic  and  the  Rise  of Capital-  
i s m '  and  i ts  Poli t ical  Impl ica t ions  for  an  Indus t r i a l i z ing  I n d i a ' ,  
Ind ian  Jou rna l  of  Pol i t ical  Science .  Jam-March ,  1965. 

vege t a r i an  food, as the  case may  be, no capi ta l  to 
s ta r t  w i t h - - a n d  a hos t  of o the r  such ra t iona l  conce rns  
and  i r ra t iona l  fears  all  worked  t h e m s e l v e s  out  
even tua l ly  in a pe r iod  of app rox ima te ly  I to 5 years .  

W e  k n e w  first h a n d  younge r  people,  par t icu lar ly ,  
who  pul led  out  the i r  ba th room pipes,  sold t hem at  
u n b e l i e v a b l y  h igh  pr ices  in  Banga lore  and  got  
s tar ted.  One  lo r ry  load  of cabbage  t a k e n  to Bangalore  
Ci ty  now b rough t  you 20 to 50 t imes more  money,  
on ly  if your  en t r ep reneu r sh ip  saw to i t  t ha t  i t  go t  
there,  and  in time. It did. Backed wi th  such incent ives ,  
you  succeeded  in secur ing  the  ini t ia l  capi ta l  by  
begging,  bor rowing,  or e v e n  stealing., you  opened  
up new forest  areas,  you  grew more  cabbage  and  
even  more  cabbage,  you  l ined up a lo r ry  or lorries,  
and you  got  to Bangalore ,  wi th  tha t  cabbage .  Then  
you re tu rned  immedia te ly ,  the  same  d a y  or night .  
indeed,  for more  cabbage.  'You had  cash in you r  
pocket, bu t  no s leep in your  eyes  nor  any  re l ig ious  
p raye r s  in  you r  mind, which you  had  missed for days  
now but  which did not  wor ry  you  much now any-  
way.  

Your  social  s ta tus  had  improved .  Fresh  col lege 
g radua tes  were  now wil l ing to m a r r y  you,  the  "vege-  
tab le  merchant ' s"  daughter .  They  were  qui te  wil l ing 
to m a r r y  the  "scrap i ron dealer ' s"  n iece  also. You 
could now m a r r y  yourse l f  among  the  "h igher  cir- 
cles", if you  were  a bachelor  and  e v e n  a widower .  
There  was m o n e y  in these  a l l iances  now and  "good 
family  people"  could no t  ignore  it. You, the  "un- 
educated" ,  "wrong"  family  and  "lowly" merchan t  thus  
became  qui te  el igible  to the  h a n d  of the  "noble"  
daugh te r s  ,and "fair" ma idens  now. The  apple  car t  
was  down  for sure  and  you  could  see  the  f issures  
in the  old social  s t ruc tu res  and  processes  clearly.  Old 
families resen ted  this, bu t  they  b e g a n  ad jus t ing  soon. 

An Analysis 

Thus mass ive  economic  ac t iv i ty  can  be a v e r y  im- 
por t an t  agen t  of social  change, and  pos i t ive  social  
change, if it is m a n a g e d  well. Twelve  bi l l ion dollars,  
wi th  cons t i tu t iona l  eng inee r ing  going  on  h a n d  in 
hand,  has  p roduced  ce r ta in  changes in Germany ,  
W e s t  G e r m a n y  to be  sure, tha t  ~re  qui te  d i f fe rent  
from this  coun t ry ' s  who le  back-log of age-old  t ra-  
dit ions.  Amer i can  secular ism, as ano the r  example ,  
may  be  t r aceab le  more  to Amer i can  indus t r i a l i sm 
(an economic  p h e n o m e n o n  essent ia l ly)  t han  to any-  
th ing  else. The en t i r e  A m e r i c a n  cu l ture  of today,  so 
v e r y  different  from our  way  of life of the  home-s t ead  
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days, can be shown to be a consequence of the eco- 

technological developments that have taken place in 

our society since, which are anything but "religious" 

developments. 

The real answer then is to work on all four {politico- 

economic-socio-cultural) fronts of development and 

simultaneously. Religion does count under one or all 

of these variables, but it is not dominant force in it- 

self. Priorities are necessary, as our resources are so 

limited and so badly distributed. In fixing these 

priorities, we can be completely off base if our 

research and analyses do not show clearly as to 

where the emphasis should lie, on politico-economic 

and/or on religious change. 

Two Examples 

The Neihoffs s seem to have  hypothesised that in the case 
of India, re l igion is an impediment  to socio-economic 
development  there. But they  themselves  point to the 
fact that in one of the deve lopment  projects,  the con- 
venience  of shorter  d is tance  that  the Indian women  
had to cover  in going to the new wells to get  their  
daily supply of water  did overcome their  tradit ional  
local belief system (if it did exist  at  all and among 
all the people  of the village(s) in question?) that  
"spirits" and not "dir ty water"  is the cause of disease. 
They themselves  provide  further ev idence  from India 
and Egypt, all of which in the v iew of this wri ter  
would seem to support  a counter  hypothesis :  that 
religion plays a compara t ive ly  minor role vis-~-vis 
economic forces in Indian development .  Yet they  
leave the reader  with the general  impression at least  
that it is mainly  religious determinism that needs to 
be tackled in these  countries in br inging about  pos- 
i t ive  social development .  

In another  ar t ic le  s, of a s l ightly different nature, Pro- 
fessor Theodore P. Wright  Jr. comes to conclusions 
which also do not take the  economic var iables  enough 
into consideration. He  does a commendable  job on 
analysing the Muslim League's  poli t ical  role in South 
India, a more detailed, bet ter  documented and up to 
date study of which subject  is not  known to this 
writer, at least, who was a one t ime close observer  
of South Indian Muslim polit ics and has been check- 
ing back per iodical ly  on it since then. 

But Professor Wright  also fails into the same trap 
that most of the western scholars do. He points out 
that "the familiar a l ternat ives  in western  (underscor- 
ing this author's) polit ical systems have  b e e n . . . %  and 
then follows up with  what  the Muslim League is or 
is not  doing in South In, din, and perhaps in all of 
India, to develop Muslim minori ty  group poli t ical  

strategies. He i l lustrates his point by showing how 
the New York Jews  get  a successful crack at the 

"The Influence of Religion on Social Economic Development ' ,  
International Development Review. Vol. VII. No. 2. June, 1966, 
pp. 6-12. 
3 "The Muslim League in South India Since Independence: A 
Case Study in Minority Group Political Strategies ' .  The American 
Political Science Review. Vol. LX. No. 3. September, 1966. 
pp. 5?9-,~9. 

city, state and national poli t ical  processes here  in 
this country,  the United States. 

This wri ter  suspects, that  one reason, the major  one 
perhaps, that this happens in New York and in the 
United States as a whole is that the Jewish  minori ty  
here  is a part  of a far more affluent society in general  
and ethnic communi ty  in particular,  whose  leader-  
ship, at least,  has many  mater ia l  resources  at its 
command at different levels.  This affluence is one 
important  var iable  in every th ing  from this group's  or 
any  other  group's  initial consolidat ion polit ically,  to 
its s taying consol idated and organised and, finally, to 
its making its weight  felt in the poli t ical  processes 4. 

But suppose for a moment  the Indian Muslims are 
organised this way, what  then? Suppose for that 
mat ter  India as a whole  achieves a perfect ly  dis- 
ciplined two par ty  system or a multiple crack system 
(Grodzins) and the Indian Muslims, as a sub-system 
of an  effect ive total  system, deve lop  for themselves  
a fully operat ional  minori ty  group s t ra tegy for secur- 
ing their  legi t imate  share from "Who Gets Wha t  
When and How" (Lasswell) and play their own 
successful role in decision making about issues 
leading to pay  offs (Froman Jr.), what  then? What  
happens when  in spite of this, there  is not  enough 
in the refr igerator  to go around for all members of 
a poor family, for all, and worse, for the fast multi- 
plying members of a mater ia l ly  poor polity? How 
much dis t r ibut ive just ice  occurs then, after the leaders 
have  .appropriated their  share  in one w a y  or another? 
What  has happened to the Indian food situation, in 
spite of all the consort ium and other  direct  and in- 
direct assistance that India has been getting? 

Conclusion 

Unquestionably,  many  var iables  go into the inputs- 
outputs (Easton} of a compet i t ive  (Almond-Coleman) 
or a par t ic ipat ive  (MacIver) polit ical system. The 
Almond-Coleman model  can be adopted in general,  
this wri ter  thinks to the South Indian case, too. 
Using this model, one  can see that at the base there 
is lacking a "proper" polit ical socialisation and re- 
crui tment  among the South Indian Muslims. "Correct"  
interest  ar t iculat ion is just  not  done, which makes 
interest  aggregat ion under the League's  leadership 
on behalf  of all Muslims a farce. Finally, legislat ive,  
execu t ive  and e v e n  judicial  functions and processes 
become merged, confused and family-friend oriented. 

Economic facilit ies provide  in this case also one 
basic answer. If they  can be provided,  they would 
give you  the underpinnings necessary  for "heal thy" 
polit ical var iables  to emerge  and to become oper- 
ative,  which is not  to say that a certain type of 
poli t ical  system would automatical ly  result  from this, 
as this depends further upon other  variables.  South 
Indian Muslim masses have  lacked the  economical ly  
genera ted  or facili tated poli t ical  culture, political 

4 See L i p s e t ' s Union Democracy and Political Man, especial- 
ly chapter 2 of the latter; A l m o n d  and C o l e m a n ' s  
Politics of Developing Areas, especially its concluding chapter; 
O r g a n s k I " s The Stages of Political Development. 
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interest, political incentives, and politically usable 
extra time. Their ceaseless struggle for survival just 
does not permit this. Even little facilities such as 
those necessary for informing people, and informing 
them in time, of politically significant meetings and 
schedules are lacking; no phones, no money for postal 
stamps, no typewriters let alone typists, no letter 
paper even, ad infinitum! And even if you did succeed 
in informing people about the meetings, where would 
you meetl  

The question that is generally asked when this kind 
of reasoning is presented is what kind of culture did 
initially bring forth these material facilities, helpful 
to "healthy" political processes, out of a given en- 
vironrnent? The answer is, in short, both: a given set 
of attitudes values and beliefs, plus geo-economic 
advantages or facilities. How else would you explain 
the fact that two at least relatively different ways of 
life, with differently operative political cultures, have 

sprung up in the two continents of Australia and the 
United States, though it was about the same time 
and about the same kind of people (with similar 
traditions) that started life in these two areas? 

It must be stressed strongly that it is not suggested 
here that economic well being ipso facto means 
"healthy" political processes and "healthy" social 
development in general. It is a whole sindrome of 
political, economic, socio-psychological and cultural 
forces and conditions that interact with each other 
constantly and in a multi-variate system (Lipset) that 
give us one or the other type of political legitimacy 
and social system. The economic factor is but one 
of these; this is recognised. But, among the poorer 
polities, especially, this one variable looms very long 
indeed. Recognition of this fact fully leads one to 
different research approaches, different findings and 
different developmental plans. This, luckily, is al- 
ready happening. 

E T H I O P I A  

Industrialisation of a Developing Country 
by Detlev Karsten, Addis Ababa 

M 
Uch emphasis is laid on industrialisation as the 
solution to the problems of the developing coun- 

tries. But very often the difficulties of this policy are 
not seen by economists and politicians advocating a 
faster pace of industrialisation in particular by en- 
couraging foreign private investment. This report 
is meant to elucidate some of the general difficulties 
by looking at the situation in Ethiopia. The whole 
analysis is unaffected by the question of the prevail- 
ing economic system since the investment criteria of 
the private entrepreneur and of a central planning 
a'gency in the field of manufacturing industry do not 
differ so widely. 

The Importance of Manufacturing Industry 

Figures in this report are basically taken from a 
survey of manufacturing industry, carried out in I966 
by the Ministry of Commerce and Industry and are 
supplemented by data published by the Central 
Statistical Office. Although much could be said about 
problems of definition and the reliability of the data, 
the picture of the situation as reflected in the figures, 
appears to be fairly accurate. 

The contribution of manufacturing industry to the 
Gross Domestic Product is well below 3 per cent. The 
share of manufactured products in exports is very 
small. In spite of a very broad definition of manu- 
factured products, their share in total exports in 1962 
was only 4.1 per cent, in 1963 only 5.9 per cent and 
in 1964 6.4 per cent, the major items being meat, oil 

seed cakes, sugar and salt. The imports into Ethiopia 
are almost exclusively manufactured products. 

In 1965 the total employment in manufacturing 
industry is given as 43,583 permanent employees plus 
2,269 seasonal workers. Reckoning with a population 
of 22.6 million, and assuming that 5 people depend on 
each worker in manufacturing industry, about I per 
cent of the population derive their livelihood from 
manufacturing industry. Manufacturing industry is 
concentrated in three small areas: the Addis Ababa/ 
Nazareth area, Asmara, and the Dire Dawa/Harrar 
area. The reasons for this are the vicinity of the 
market, the availability of workers and the existence 
of infrastructure facilities. 

By all indicators, manufacturing industry has at pre- 
sent very small importance in the Ethiopian economy. 

Most Impodant Branches 

Table I gives the number of establishments, gross 
value of production, fixed capital assets and employ- 
ment by branches. One has to keep in mind, however, 
that the branches with a great number of small 
establishments are less completely covered by the 
statistical data than others; this distorts the picture 
insofar as the importance of the following industries 
is underestimated for the reasons given: 

T h e  f o o d  i n d u s t r y :  
As a result of the widely scattered small flour mills 
and oil-crushing stations. 
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