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The Port of Hamburg 
;By Renate Merklein, Hamburg 

between East and West 

N o w  as eve r  Hambur g  is a European port  of wor ld-  
wide  impor tance .  Among  the  por ts  of this  con t inen t  
it is ho ld ing  the  fourth  p lace  wi th  a t u rnove r  vo lume  
of 35.3 mil l ion  tons in 1965. As ear ly  as in 1956 the  
t u r n o v e r  v o l u m e  of the last  normal  pre-war  yea r  1936 
(22.1 mil l ion tons) could be  surpassed  b y  a lmost  60 %. 

This  result ,  h o w e v e r  gra t i fy ing  it m a y  be, is r a the r  
m o d e r a t e  as compared  wi th  the  o ther  Wes t  European  
harbours .  Ro t t e rdam ' s  t u rnove r  surpassed  the  p re -war  
f igure  b y  109~ a l r eady  in 1956. In A m s t e r d a m  the  
inc rease  a m o u n t e d  to 95.7%, in the  Bremen-por t s  to 
267 ~ The  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  s low growth of Hamburg ' s  
por t  t u r n o v e r  has  b e e n  caused by  the change in W e s t  
European  r eg iona l  da ta  which is a consequence  of the  
wa r  and  the  pos t -war  period.  

Hamburg  wi th  i ts eas t e rnmos t  Nor th  Sea por t  has  
b e e n  affected mos t  b y  the  poli t ical  and economic  di- 
v i s ion  of Europe.  P a r t o f  Hamburg ' s  t rad i t iona l  hin-  
te r land,  i.e. Cen t ra l  Germany,  Czechoslovakia  and 
Roumania  has  been  cut-off by  the  i ron curtain,  and  
in the  EEC area  H a m b u r g - - t h e  former ly  cent ra l  por t  
- - h a s  now a pe r iphe r i ca l  location,  at the  in te r sec t ion  
of the  economic  power-f ie lds  of the  th ree  large  blocs:  
the  EEC, EFTA and COMECON! 

Loss of Traditional Hinterland 

The pol i t ical  d iv i s ion  of Germany  and the in tegra t ion  
effects  of the  COME CO N  area  reduced  Hamburg ' s  
h i n t e r l a n d  t u r n o v e r  f rom 4.1 mil l ion tons in 1936 to 
abou t  one qua r t e r  of this volume. The ex tens ive  in te-  
g ra t ion  of the  Sovie t -occupied  Zone of G e r m a n y  into 
the Eas te rn  economic  a rea - - approx .  8 0 %  of the 
Zone ' s  fore ign  t r ade  is effected wi th  the Sovie t  
U n i o n - - l e t  this  reg ion ' s  t rade  wi th  non-communis t  
coun t r i es  sh r ink  to approx. DM 900 mil l ion in 1964. 
Moreover ,  Hamburg ,  the t rad i t ional  t rans i t  por t  for 
the  Eas tern  reg ions  is used less by  the  Soviet-  
occupied  Zone ' s  au thor i t ies .  Aiming at au ta rchy  in 
t r anspor t s  the  l eade r s  of the Zone expanded  the  
Meck lenburg  h a r b o u r s  and the  "VEB Deutsche See- 
reedere i "  is bu i ld ing  an East German  merchant  fleet. 
In the  East  G e r m a n  p o r t s - - a b o v e  all R os t o~ - - -no t  
on ly  goods p roduced  in the  Sovie t -occupied Zone  of 
G e r m a n y  are t ranssh ipped ,  in the  long run this  com- 
pe t i t ion  is t h r e a t e n i n g  to contes t  Hamburg ' s  inter-  
na t iona l  t r ans i t  w i th  the o ther  people 's  republ ics  t ha t  
has  inc reased  aga in  in the  meant ime.  

Hamburg ' s  t rans i t  w i th  Czechoslovakia  has  reached 
the  p re -war  leve l  again.  Hungary ' s  imports  and  ex- 
por ts  in te rms of v o l u m e  have  also reached the  pre- 
war  level .  In the case  of shor t - te rm bott lened~s in 
the  grain  t r a d e - - a s  e.g. in 1964--the people ' s  repub-  
lics favour  H a m b u r g  for effect ing the i r  imports,  the  
por t  tha t  wi th  its s to rage  capaci ty  of almost  600,000 
tons  is gua ran t ee i ng  a quick service:  Thus the  East- 
bloc countr ies '  ( including Yugoslavia)  foreign t rade  
wound-up  via  H a m b u r g  has  reached the pos t -war  

record of 3,6 million tons. With that these countries 
par t i c ipa t ed  in the  por t ' s  total  t u rnove r  wi th  more  
t han  10 ~ 

However ,  in the  long run  not  only  the  Cent ra l  Ger- 
man  ha rbour s  and  the  unce r t a in  poli t ical  and eco- 
nomic  deve lopmen t s  in the  East-bloc and  b e t w e e n  the 
indus t r i a l  l~locs are  impor t an t  to Hamburg :  in addi- 
t ion to the  compet i to r  Rostock ano the r  new  port  is 
be ing  bui l t  at  the  Yugos lav ian  coast:  Koper, which 
owns a la rge  free zone and  does not  only  t h r ea t en  
Tr ies t  bu t  also Hamburg ' s  posi t ion in the East  Euro- 
pean  region.  

Over and above  tha t  the Hansea t i c  por t ' s  hinterland 
t r anspo r t  is be ing  impai red  b y  insuff ic ient  approaches.  
The  ex is t ing  w a t e r w a y s  p rove  to be insuff ic ient  for 
in land  w a t e r  t r anspor t  as impor tan t  and  compara t ive ly  
cheap connec t ion  wi th  the  W e s t  G e r m a n  h in ter land.  
It is no t  on ly  due  to the  poli t ical  and  economic  divi- 
sion of Europe but  also to the  bad  w a t e r  supply  of 
the  Elbe tha t  1965 the t u r n o v e r  of in land  wa te r  t rans-  
por t  a t  7.8 mil l ion tons did not  ye t  reach the pre-war 
level  (1936:9.29 mil l ion tons).  

Toge the r  wi th  the  frant ic  r ehab i l i t a t ion  of the  Euro- 
pean  economy  and the growing  exchange  of goods 
b e t w e e n  the indiv idual  regions also the measure-  
ments  of in land  w a t e r w a y s  vesse ls  h a v e  increased.  
The so-cal led European  vesse l  is the  p l anned  objec-  
t ive  in this  field, a se l f -propel led craf t  owning  a load- 
ing capac i ty  of 1,350 tons. However ,  at  p resen t  even  
v e s s e l s  with  700 [o 800 tons only, ca r ry ing  more  than  
th ree  quar te r s  of the i r  loading capaci ty,  canno t  pass  
the upper  course  of the  Elbe. 

Structural Changes as an Outcome of Regional 
Differentiation 

Not  on ly  does this n e g a t i v e l y  affect t r anspor t  
t ransac t ions  wi th  Eastern  Europe bu rdened  as 
t hey  are  a n y w a y  wi th  pol i t ical  imponderables ,  but  
it also increases  the effects of Hamburg ' s  per ipher icaI  
loca t ion  wi th in  the W e s t  European  economic  area. 
European  in te rna l  t rade  has  inc reased  more  than pro- 
por t iona l ly  by  the  pul l ing-down of t r ade  barr iers .  The  
cong lomera t ion  of economic  ac t iv i t ies  is inc reas ing ly  
concen t r a t ing  on the Rhine /Rhone  area.  A majo r  pa r t  
of the  in te rs ta te  exchange  of goods is not  car r ied  
th rough  by  sea  t r anspor t  but  by  land. 

From sea-borne  t ranspor t s  Hamburg  is prof i t ing  much 
less than the Benelux ports.  Wi th  inc reas ing  l iberal i -  
sa t ion  above  all bulk  goods whose  pr ices  are sensi-  
t ive  to changes in freights  are inc reas ing ly  d i rec ted  
to the cheapest  t r anspor t  routes.  There fo re  the  flow 
of goods from and into the  European  cent res  of con- 
cen t ra t ion  is decreas ing ly  d i rec ted  via  Hamburg .  The 
ha rbour s  at the  mouth  of the  Rhine  tha t  are be t t e r  
connec ted  wi th  industr ia l  locat ions  are favoured.  
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The consequences  to H am bur g  of this d e v e l o p m e n t  
are c lear ly  shown by s t ruc tura l  changes of i ts  t rans-  
shipments .  Whi le  the sha re  of bu lk  goods (goods 
moved  by  suct ion-pumps,  gr ipping  devices ,  and  
fluids) is dec l in ing  more and more,  in 1965 a lone  it 
dec reased  b y  3 ~ the share  of va luab le  genera l  com- 
modit ies  is g rowing  steadily.  A lone  in 1965 the  turn-  
ove r  of bagged  goods and  genera l  commodi t ies  rose 
by  about  65 a/a, its share  in to ta l  t r an s s h i pm en t s  in- 
c reased  from 32.8 ~ in 1964 to 34,6 ~ in 1965. 

Paral lel  to the shif t ing of t r anspor t s  of bu lk  goods to 
the  ports  at the  mouth  of the  Rhine  there  is a grow- 
ing t endency  of Hamburg  foreign t rade  firms to 
emigra te  to the  Rhine area.  This causes  an  addi t iona l  
de t r iment  to the  g rowth  chances  for H am bur g  and 
its port. 

That  neve r the l e s s  Hamburg ' s  por t  regis ters  cons ider -  
able  t r anssh ipmen t - inc reases  is a resul t  of the  follow- 
ing factors : 

more toco- t ransports ,  

[] more transports from and to the Federal Republic, 

the increas ing  t rans i t  t r ansac t ions  wi th  Scandi-  
nav i a  and Austr ia .  

In consequence  of the  expand ing  indust r ia l  ins ta l la-  
t ions in the  Hambur g  area  the  flow of goods bound  
for Hamburg  and  a r r iv ing  via  its por t  has  inc reased  
and has  thus become  an impor t an t  fac tor  of com- 
pensa t ing  for the  dec l in ing  h in t e r l and  trade.  More-  
over,  the s ta t i s t ica l  loco- t ranspor ts  b y  no means  
cover  only  the home  r equ i r em en t s  of the  Hansea t i c  
Ci ty  and its industr ies .  A not  incons iderab le  pa r t  of 
the  a r r iv ing  goods is be ing  s tored and  processed.  
Af te r  some t ime a ma jo r  par t  of these  products  will  
be  consumed somewhere  else in Germany.  

Today  Hamburg  is p lay ing  an  impor tan t  role again  
in the  Federa l  Republ ic ' s  fore ign trade.  In 1965 ex- 
por t  goods from W e s t e r n  G e r m a n y  to the v a l u e  of 
DM 12,000 mi l l ion  were  sh ipped  v ia  Hamburg ,  and  
W e s t  German  impor t  goods to the  va lue  of DM 10,700 
mil l ion passed  the  Hansea t i c  Ci ty ' s  port. 

Efforts for Increasing Turnover 

The Scand inav ian  count r ies  are Hamburg ' s  mos t  im- 
po r t an t  foreign customers ,  tn  1965 approx. 3.6 mil l ion 
tons were  t r ans sh ipped  for Finland,  Denmark,  and 

Sweden  alone.  T ransac t ions  wi th  the  EEC count r i es  
(excluding the  Federa l  Republ ic  of Germany)  amount  
to sca rce ly  one th i rd  of the to ta l  turnover .  Abou t  
30 ~ of the  to ta l  ove r s ea  sh ipment s  are  bound  for the  
a b o v e  m e n t i o n e d  S c a n d i n a v i a n  countr ies .  

On the  whole  the  EFTA area  is of much g rea t e r  impor t -  
ance  to the  por t  of H a m b u r g  than  merchand ise  traffic 
wi th  the  EEC countr ies .  This is c l ea r ly  p roved  by  the  
t u rnove r  vo lumes  that  are  approx.  41.5 t imes the  size 
of those  wi th  the  EEC. 

The fact  tha t  the  Port  of H a m b u r g  is located wi th in  
the  EEC but  o r i en ta t ed  towards  the  EFTA count r ies  
makes  the  h a r b o u r  d e p e n d e n t  on pol i t ica l  deve lop-  
ments .  The economic  and  pol i t ica l  r e la t ions  be tween  
the  EEC and the  o the r  European  coun t r i es  are v e r y  
impor t an t  to the  Hansea t i c  Ci ty ' s  chances  for main-  
t a in ing  its r epu ta t ion  as a European  por t  of wor ld-  
wide  impor tance .  It will be dec i s ive  for H a m b u r g  
w h e t h e r  the  gap be tween  the EEC and  EFTA will  be  
br idged  and  w h e t h e r  the  EEC wi th  i ts jo in t  t r ade  pol- 
icy will b e  o r ien ted  towards  l ibe ra l i sa t ion  or pro-  
t ec t ion ism in the  long run. 

However ,  even  if deve lopmen t s  should  be  f avourab le  
for Hamburg ,  ex t ens ive  i nves tmen t s  wil l  be requ i red  
in o rder  to ma in t a in  the  por t ' s  compet i t iveness .  Even  
today,  a f te r  the  pos t -war  r econs t ruc t ion  p r o g r a m m e s  
h a v e  b e e n  comple ted  for a long t ime a l ready,  the  
Hansea t i c  Ci ty  is i nves t ing  approx.  DM One mi l l ion  
w e e k l y  for its harbour .  S torage  capac i ty  has  doubled  
s ince  the  end of the  war,  and today  500,000 square-  
met res  of s to rage  place in magaz ines  and  w a r e h o u s e s  
a re  at the disposal  of German  and foreign customers .  
In order  to avoid  losses in qua l i ty  and  to p r epa re  
ove r seas  p r ima ry  commodi t ies  for fu r ther  d is t r ibu-  
tion, s torage  ins ta l la t ions  h a v e  b e e n  equ ipped  w i t h  
ex tens ive  technical  f, acil i t ies:  d ry ing  ins ta l l a t ions  and 
so r t ing -mach ine ry  for cocoa and  coffee, hea t ab l e  
sheds  for fruit  from the South and  la rge  m o d e r n  cold- 
s to rage  plant .  S torage  c a p a c i t y - - H a m b u r g ' s  g rea t  ad-  
v, an t age  vis-&-vis the  compet ing  p o r t s - - i s  con t inuous-  
ly  expanded  and  modernised .  

The improvemen t  of its approaches  is e v e n  more  
p rob lemat i c  for the  Hansea t i c  Ci ty  than  the  expan-  
sion of its por t  capacity,  as ex t ens ive  i nves tmen t s  b y  
the Federa l  G o v e r n m e n t  would be r equ i red  for th is  
task. For  years  a l r eady  Hamburg ' s  b e t t e r  c o n n e c t i o n  

e s t a b l i s h e d  1 8 7 9  
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with the ne twork  of inland wa te rways  is most  urgent.  
A North-South canal is in the planning s tage that  will 
begin ups t ream of the barrage  at Geesthacht and end 
in the Midland Canal in the vicini ty of Brunswick. 
Also bigger  vesse ls  could t ravel  on this canal. More-  
over,  the connect ion wi th  Central, South, and West-  
ern Europe would not only be shor tened  but also 
become cheaper. 

In the long run an improvement  of the connect ion 
wi th  the Baltic will also become necessary ,  for al- 
r eady  now the North-East  Canal is hopeless ly  over-  
burdened.  

For some t ime a l ready  an outer port  is under  con- 
s ide ra t ion - - in  the vicini ty  of Brunsbue t te l - - tha t  will 
save  the ships the 60 ki lometres  long approach on 
the Elbe. 

Af ter  such a modern isa t ion  Hamburg 's  per ipherical  
locat ion b e t w e e n  the three economic blocs might 
p rove  to be advan tageous  in the long run. In the 
course of a genera l  loosening-up of economic- and 
power  blocs an increasing exchange of goods may  
become possible  and in this case Hamburg offers the 
bes t  approach to the  three large European economic 
blocs. 

World Business Trends 

Department for Business Trends Research, 
The Hamburg Institute for International Economics 

Western Europe Expanding 

The economic trend in most  Wes t  
European economies  has continued 
to be different ia ted in the current  
year .  Above  all in the field of de- 
mand the posi t ion of decisive fac- 
tors has been  ve ry  different  in in- 
dividual countries.  This is limiting 
the indicat ive  value of a compre- 
hens ive  cons idera t ion  for the Wes t  
European economic area. It is, 
however ,  remarkable  that  for ap- 
prox. two y e a r s - - a n d  in spite of 
a radical  regional  shift  in the 
crucial points  of e x p a n s i o n - - W e s t  
European industr ial  expansion is 
growing at an almost  unchanged 
speed,  as the forces of accelerat ion 
and those of re ta rda t ion  always 
nea r ly  balanced.  It is true, though, 
that  at p resen t  the growth  of pro- 
duct ion (first half of 1966: + 4~ 
as compared with the  previous 
year) is weake r  than on a longer- 
term average  (1960 to 1965: + 5.2 ~ 
annually).  

In the first six months  by  far the 
s t ronges t  expans ion  of industrial  
product ion  (excluding building) 
has taken place in Italy and 
France (+  11 0/0 and + 8~ re- 
spect ively) .  Af ter  in bo th  countries 
the recess ion had b e e n  overcome 
a l ready  in 1965, in the current  
year  their  economies  are rapidly 
expanding.  In the Federa l  Republic 
of Germany  and in Britain, on the 
other  hand, the g rowth  of indus- 
trial product ion has been  only a 
s low one in the f i rs t  half-year  
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(+3O/o and +2 ~  respect ively) .  
Taking seasonal  var ia t ions  into 
considerat ion product ion has even  
decl ined in Britain in the last  
months.  Also among the smaller  
Wes t  European industr ial  nat ions  
there  have  been  considerable  dif- 
ferences.  While  e.g. product ion ex- 
panded  s t rongly  in the Nether-  
lands, in Sweden  it even  lagged 
behind the previous year ' s  result.  

An analysis  by  branches of ac- 
t ivi ty  s h o w s - - i n  spi te  of a differ- 
ent economic s i tua t ion- -ce r t a in  
common features in the individual  
countries.  Thus the mining output  
has been  declining in some of the 
most  important  producer  countries,  
namely  Britain, the Federal  Repub- 
lic of Germany and France. Fur- 
thermore  in the first half of 1966 
these countries '  s teel  industr ies  
did not reach, or jus t  reached, re- 
spect ively,  the previous  year ' s  
corresponding volume. Mere ly  
Italy which is showing a consider-  
able product ion increase,  is an 
exception.  

On the other  hand, the output 
of the chemical indus t ry  rose above 
average in alI four of the large 
Wes t  European industr ial  states,  
al though there  is a big difference 
be tween  the two extremes,  i.e. 
I taly and Britain. Apar t  from this 
s t ructural ly  favoured branch also 
product ion of the text i le  indust ry  
increased genera l ly  above aver-  

age. The except ional ly  high growth 
rates in Italy and France (+  17 %) 
are to be explained by the pre-  
vious year ' s  low level. These ex- 
t raordinary  fluctuations are main- 
ly a resul t  of different  arrange- 
ments  for carrying stocks. 

In the United States industr ial  
p roduc t ion  is current ly  expanding 
much faster  than in West  Europe. 
In the first half  of 1966 it sur- 
passed by 9 0/0 its previous year ' s  
corresponding level. Above  all the  
quickly expanding  product ion of 
capital goods and armament  sup- 
plies (+  18~ has contr ibuted to 
this development .  The product ion 
of consumer  goods rose in a con- 
s iderably  smaller degree (+  50/0). 
During the  past  years  the United 
States had mainta ined its advan-  
tage in product ion over  W e s t e r n  
Europe also without  addit ional de- 
mand for mil i tary purposes.  Whi le  
be tween  1955 and 1960 the Uni ted 
States '  industr ial  output increased  
by only 13 0/% and the West  Euro- 
pean one, on the other  hand, by  
31% , be tween  1960 and 1965 the 
speed of expans ion  in the Uni ted 
States at 32 % was even higher  as 
against + 29 % in Wes te rn  Europe. 
In this period a growth-conscious  
economic pol icy had a l ready mo- 
bilised unuti l ised resources  to such 
a considerable  ex tent  that the fast 
increase of defence  expendi ture  
beginning a year  ago could cause 
tensions in the American  economy. 

In Japan, too, industrial  produc-  
tion is rising at a not iceably  h igher  
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