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Chambers of Foreign Trade - 
Bridges Between Markets 
In t he  d i scuss ion  of top ica l  economic  ques t ions  it is of ten a r g u e d  tha t  
G e r m a n  p r i va t e  en te rp r i se  has  become  weary .  But this ce r t a in ly  does not  
app ly  to wide  sec t ions  of fo re ign  t rade.  In fact, r e cen t l y  the  t r ad i t iona l  
mee t ing  of the  G e r m a n  chambers  of fore ign  t rade  in Bonn c lear ly  mani -  
fested the  con t inued  p r i v a t e  in i t i a t ive  of G e r m a n  exporters .  As  for the  
a rgumen t  tha t  owing to too m a n y  pol i t ica l  cons idera t ions  which, for va r ious  
"good reasons" ,  the  Federa l  G o v e r n m e n t  has  to take  into account ,  the  in- 
s t rumen t s  of t r ade  pol icy  h a v e  become  r a the r  blunt,  one  r ea l ly  has  to 
w o n d e r  w h y  so far  no  a d e q u a t e  cons ide ra t ion  has  b e e n  g iven  b y  the  
Federa l  G o v e r n m e n t  to the ou t s t and ing  pol i t ica l  and  economic  impor t ance  
of the  fore ign t rade chambers ,  e spec ia l ly  in  the  f inancia l  field. 

The foreign t r a d e  c h a m b e r s - - w h i c h  a re  v o l u n t a r y  assoc ia t ions  of G e r m a n  
and  foreign indus t r ia l i s t s  and  b u s i n e s s m e n - - a r e  an  i n s t rumen t  for  fore ign  
t rade  which  can  be  r i gh t ly  sa id  to h a v e  so far se rved  natiorLal as wel l  as 
i n t e rna t iona l  t rade  in a mos t  e f fec t ive  way.  These  assoc ia t ions  help to open 
up ex t e rna l  re la t ions  b e t w e e n  the  Federa l  Republ ic  and its par tners ,  and  
they  s e rve  the  cu l t iva t ion  and  p romot ion  of such re la t ions  b o t h  in t radi-  
t ional  ma rke t s  and in the  deve lop ing  countr ies .  The  foreign count r ies  in 
pa r t i cu la r  h a v e  f r equen t ly  s h o w n - - a s  did Mexico  some t ime a g o - -  t ha t  they  
are  not  on ly  in t e re s t ed  in the  work  of these  ins t i tu t ions  but  tha t  t hey  e v e n  
respec t  and  recogn ise  t hem as au thor i t i e s  and  neu t ra l  nego t i a t i ng  par t ies .  

The reasons  for this g rea t  in t e res t  ab road  are ma in ly  to be  found in  the  
chambers '  t asks  and  aims which h a v e  g r ea t l y  changed over  the  years .  Orig-  
ina l ly  the i r  ma in  a im was  one-s ided  ~little" promotiorr  of expor t s  from 
G e r m a n y  to the  hos t  country .  Since the  second  world  war  b i la te ra l  pro-  
mot ion  of expor t s  has  come to the  fore. And  today  the  work  of the  chambers  
is no longe r  cen t r ed  on a id ing  mos t ly  G e r m a n  expor ters  in  in i t i a t ing  and  
t r ansac t ing  expor t s  to pa r t ne r  count r ies  bu t  i nc reas ing ly  on the  pa r tne r s '  
expor ts  to the  Federa l  Republic.  O n  the  bas i s  of p r iva t e  in i t i a t ive  the  
chambers  are  thus  m a k i n g  an  impor tan t  con t r ibu t ion  to expand ing  the  in- 
ternat iorral  d iv is ion  of labour.  

An addi t iona l  a im in r ecen t  yea r s  has  been  to help the hos t  count r ies  so lve  
the i r  domest ic  economic  problems,  and  b y  ana logy  this  aid could b e  de- 
scr ibed as ~little" d e v e l o p m e n t  aid. There  can  be  no ha rd  .and fast  ru le  
for pol ic ies  of p romot ing  expor ts  and  deve lopmen t  aid. They  mus t  b e  ad- 
jus ted  to the  specific condi t ions  in each foreign country.  Thei r  o rgan i sa t ion  
ac tua l ly  p redes t ines  the  chambers  for ba l anc ing  the  in te res t s  of the  va r ious  
par tners ;  they  form a br idge  be tween  marke ts .  Thei r  work  r ep resen t s  an  
eff icient  supp lement  to gove rnmen ta l  t r ade  policy.  

Indus t r ia l i sed  countr ies ,  in the i r  t rade policy,  are  faced wi th  the  d i l emma 
tha t  on the  one  hand  t hey  are  ca r ry ing  out  a more  or less s t rong  pro- 
mot ion  of expor ts ,and on the  o ther  are g iv ing deve lopmen t  aid. As  non-  
g o v e r n m e n t  ins t i tu t ions  the  foreign t rade  chambers,  in the i r  dual  role, a re  
able at  leas t  to mit igate ,  t hough  not  to solve  this  confl ict  b e t w e e n  the  
two policies.  

This economica l ly  f avourab le  impact  is, however ,  cons ide rab ly  w e a k e n e d  
by  the chambers '  own small  f inancia l  scope. For this r eason  a r e v i e w  of 
the  p re sen t  State  grants  to the  chambers  seems qui te  just if ied,  all t he  more  
so s ince in accordance  wi th  the i r  new pol icy  and  in v iew of the  r e su l t ing  
world-wide format ion  of reg iona l  blocs the  chambers  will in fu ture  no  
longer  be able  to ca r ry  out  the i r  add i t iona l  tasks  to the full, On ly  t h r o u g h  
a more  ac t ive  Sta te  suppor t  can  it be p r e v e n t e d  tha t  one of the  few ins t ru-  
men t s  of t rade  pol icy  appa ren t ly  still eff ic ient  is becoming  b lun t  and  t ha t  
the in i t i a t ive  of en t r ep reneu r s  p r eva l en t  in the  ex t e rna l  sec to r  of our  econ- 
omy is ac tua l ly  growing  w e a r y  one day. Gerhard Schfldmann 

INTERECONOMICS, No. 6, I966 3 


