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New Chances o f a ' Wider European 

Economic Community'? 

I n the  pas t  few yea r s  the p ro tagon i s t s  of a wide r  European  u n i o n  had  few 
grounds  for opt imism.  But th ings  seem to h a v e  changed  in r ecen t  weeks.  
First, t he re  w e r e  French h in t s  which seemed  to ind ica te  tha t  F rance  was  now 
more  f a v o u r a b l y  d isposed  towards  Bri tain 's  en t ry  in to  the  Common  Market .  
They  were  quickly  echoed by  the  Bri t ish Depu ty  Pr ime Min i s t e r  who  em- 
phas ized  t h a t  t h e r e  exis ts  in the  Labour  G o v e r n m e n t  the  pol i t ica l  will  to 
jo in  the  EEC. Moreove r ,  the  m e e t i n g  of the  Consu l t a t ive  Counci l  of EFTA 
also gave  the  impress ion  of improved  prospec ts  for a r app rochemen t  be- 
tween  W e s t e r n  Europe ' s  two economic  blocs. 

Compared  w i th  the  f r ic t ion w i t h i n  the  EEC itself  this  t r end  p resen t s  an  
appa ren t  contras t .  Even  t h o u g h  France  has  ceased  to boyco t t  co-opera t ion  
with the  o the r  C o m m o n  M a r k e t  countr ies ,  nego t i a t i ons  abou t  conso l ida t ing  
and  expand in9  ~ the  EEC are m a k i n g  on ly  labor ious  progress .  The  w h a l e  con- 
cept  is, of course,  full of difficulties.  But the  c ruc ia l  fac tor  is the  absence  of 
a jo in t  will  for uncond i t i ona l  a n d  to ta l  economic  i n t e g r a t i o n - - w i t h  pol i t ica l  
u n i o n  as a f inal  g o a b  and  w h e n  it  comes to m a k i n g  decisions,  this  will  is 
aga in  be ing  r ep l aced  b y  na t iona l  egoism. Thus  co-opera t ion  ha s  n o w  b e c o m e  
pu re ly  a m a t t e r  of each pa r t ne r  ca lcu la t ing  his o w n  advan tage .  The  fact  tha t  
all  m ember s  con t inue  to a d h e r e  to the  idea  of se t t ing  up a c o m m o n  m a r k e t  
mere ly  p roves  t ha t  t hey  are all  conv inced  of the  g rea t  economic  benef i t s  of 
an  in t e rna t iona l  d iv i s ion  of labour .  

If in these  c i r cums tances  the  EEC canno t  fulfil the  far-f lung ambi t ions  of its 
founders  and  is un l ike ly  to deve lop  s igni f icant ly  b e y o n d  a c o m m o n  agri-  
cul tura l  m a r k e t  and  a customs un ion  for indus t r ia l  products ,  th is  does  not  
ye t  m e a n  t ha t  i t  is tu rn ing  into a free t rade  a r ea  l ike EFTA. However ,  t he  
ex ten t  to which  na t i ona l  s o v e r e i g n t y  has  to be  l imi ted  in f avour  of inter-  
na t iona l  i n t e g r a t i o n  is so much smal ler  t ha t  the  EEC is b e c o m i n g  more  
accep tab le  also to the  EPTA count r ies  which a re  more  consc ious  of the i r  
sovere ign ty .  

A paradox ica l  s i tua t ion  has  now deve loped  wi th in  the  EEC. France,  which 
on ly  th ree  yea r s  ago v e t o e d  Bri ta in ' s  en t ry  into the  Common Market ,  could  
today  dec i s ive ly  s t r e n g t h e n  the  na t iona l  aga ins t  the  sup ra -na t iona l  e l ement s  
wi th in  the  EEC and  this  p rec i se ly  by  admi t t ing  Br i ta in  and  o the r  EFTA coun-  
tries. On  the  o the r  hand,  the  f ive EEC count r i es  which h a v e  a lways  em- 
pha t i ca l ly  suppo r t ed  Bri ta in 's  moves  to jo in  m a y  now h a v e  to fear  a fu r the r  
wa t e r ing -down  of the i r  own pol ic ies  of in tegra t ion .  

On ly  sober  t h ink ing  will  he lp  conv inced  "Europeans"  to get  ou t  of th is  
di lemma. As  long  as there  was a chance of f a sh ion ing  the  EEC wi th in  a fore- 
seeable  pe r iod  into a comple te  economic  un ion  as a s tepping  s tone  to poli t i-  
cal in tegra t ion ,  it wou ld  h a v e  b e e n  an  a iguab le  ach i evemen t  to admi t  n e w  
pa r tne r s  at  the  cost  of r enounc ing  the  sup ra -na t iona l  aspect  of the  scheme. 
But if the  nea r  fu ture  fully confi rms tha t  i n t eg r a t i on  even  among  the  six 
Common M a r k e t  count r ies  has  got  stuck ha l f -way  t h e n  it would  be  logica l  
to get as m a n y  W e s t  European  count r ies  as poss ib le  to come in on  this  lower  
l eve l  of economic  co-operat ion.  At  all events ,  such progress  as has  a l r e ady  
b e e n  made  towards  in teg ra t ion  mus t  be r e so lu t e ly  defended  to p r e v e n t  the  
u l t imate  t r i umph  of economic  nee-na t iona l i sm.  Gfinter Crosser 
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