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Neither Victory nor Defeat 

T he six foreign min is te r s '  t r ip to idyll ic  Luxemburg  did not  p roduce  a new 
EEC spring.  The  crisis of the  C o m m u n i t y  will  live. The on ly  a g r e e m e n t  

reached was to ad jou rn  its f inal  so lu t ion  and to s tar t  wi th  r ees tab l i sh ing  the 
t e amwork  ~ Ia six. 

The  re tu rn  to Brussels  in  order  to deal  wi th  prac t ica l  problems is a success.  
The  scope of app l ica t ion  of the  ma jo r i t y  vo t ing  r ights ,  however ,  wil l  no t  be 
ex t ended  for the  t ime being,  n e i t h e r  wil l  the  ve to - r igh t  be  l imited.  The  shift- 
ing of na t iona l  s o u v e r e i g n t y  r ights  to the  Communi ty ' s  o rgamsa t ion ,  im- 
po r t an t  as it is for  the  process  of in tegra t ion ,  wil l  no t  take  p lace  at  the  pres-  
en t  time. A t  l eas t  formally,  f ive of t he  six EEC p a r t n e r s  seem to ins is t  on 
the  ex tens ion  of the  ma jo r i t y  vote.  De facto, however ,  t hey  are p r epa red  to 
abs ta in  f rom its appl icat ion,  

Ta lk ing  abou t  conc re t e  subjects ,  it mus t  be  admi t t ed  tha t  the  s ix  fore ign 
min i s te r s  h a v e  b e e n  ac tua l ly  more  in ag reemen t  t han  the  spec tacu la r ly  ar- 
r a n g e d  course  of t he  confe rence  leads  to assume.  F r a n c e  r e t u r n e d  to Brussels  
wi thou t  h a v i n g  ob ta ined  the  concess ion  tha t  the  European  Commiss ion ' s  
powers  should  be  d i smant led  ar~l the  f ive s teadfas t  pa r tne r s  should  give up 
the i r  r igh t  to t ake  ma jo r i t y  decisions,  F rance ' s  m a x i m u m  claims h a v e  been  
reduced  to a modes t  p rogram of improv ing  the coopera t ion  b e t w e e n  the  
Counci l  of Min i s te r s  and the  Commission.  

However ,  the  old impetus  of the  Communi ty ' s  t e a m w o r k  will be  missed  for 
some t ime to come. The  pas t  s even  months  of crisis have  a l r eady  ind ica ted  
how  well  the  Commiss ion  unders tood  the  sigz~als of the  time. Pat ience,  re- 
se rve  and  caut ion  a re  the  passwords .  In future  i t  wil l  act  to its own good in 
p r e s e r v i n g  its i n d e p e n d e n t  pos i t ion  vis-A-vis p rac t i ca l  problems,  bu t  in ab- 
s ta in ing  from s t rong ly  emphazis ing  tha t  posit ion.  Its who le  a t t e n t i o n  should  
be  focussed on these  prac t ica l  p rob lems  which so u rgen t ly  call  for solut ions.  
A l r e a d y  the  f inance  of agr icu l ture  and  the  K e n n e d y  round  will  r equ i re  all its 
ta lents  to ba l ance  the  opposing in te res t s  of the  par tners .  

For the  EEC fore ign minis te rs  and the i r  gove rnmen t s ,  Luxemburg  m e a n t  the  
p rov is iona l  end of the  EEC crisis. But wha t l i ke  the  pe r fo rmance  on the  Euro- 
pean  stage,  it c a n n o t  de lude  a n y b o d y  tha t  the  resul ts  of the Luxemburg  con- 
fe rence  h a v e  not  g iven  answers  to the  ques t ion  of the  Communi ty ' s  pol i t ical  
future.  The a d j o u r n m e n t  of the  decis ion on the  app l ica t ion  of the  ma jo r i t y  
vo t ing  r ights  r ep resen t s  a concre te  express ion  of th is  di lemma.  The con t ras t  
b e t w e e n  the  Trea ty ' s  rules  and the  p resen t  pol i t ica l  will  of the EEC par tne r s  
has  not  been  dissolved.  

The  direct  consequences  of the  crisis mus t  be appra i sed  as much more  rel- 
e v a n t  t h a n  the  resu l t s  of the Luxemburg  con fe r ence - - apa r t ,  perhaps ,  from 
France ' s  r e tu rn  to he r  sea t  in the  Counci l  of Minis ters .  The EEC crisis has  
resul ted  in the  fact  t ha t  e v e r y w h e r e  there  is now some more  d i s t inc t ion  be- 
t~reen desire  and  real i ty .  Before the  ou tb reak  of the  crisis on  J u n e  30, 1965, 
h a r d l y  a n y b o d y  was able  to draw this  dist inct ion.  The  ambi t ions  of the  Euro- 
pean  Commiss ion  and  of the  European  Par l i amen t  as wel l  as the  c la ims of 
ind iv idua l  m e m b e r  s ta tes  o r ig ina ted  from a lack of apprec ia t ion  of the  
rea l  pol i t ical  s i tua t ion  wi th in  the  C o m m u n i t y - - w h i c h  is not  res t r i c ted  to 
specif ic  cases only. Today, this s i tua t ion  does not  co r respond  anymore  to the  
condi t ions  of the  mid-fift ies which led to the  conc lus ion  of the  T r e a t y  of 
Rome. And  this  ho lds  t rue  for all m e m b e r  na t ions  concerned.  

For today  and  tomorrow,  the  task  will  be to so lve  as good as possible  the  
confl ict  b e t w e e n  s t ruc tu res  and  pr inc ip les  of the EEC as def ined  by  the 
Treaty,  on the  one  har~d, and  the  ac tua l  pol i t ical  conste l la t ion,  on the  other.  
In teg ra t ion  is a dynamic  process  and  a lways  sub jec t  to r enewed  crucia l  tests. 
However ,  all pa r t i c ipan t s  h a v e  l ea rn t  from the  crisis. The  scope of read iness  
to compromise  has  a l r eady  been  marked.  The final so lu t ion  of the  crisis  is 
someth ing  which we still have  to wa i t  for. Christian Franck 
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