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Der Bazillus der Einkommensparität

G e w iß  fä l l t  in  W a h lk ä m p fe n  m a n c h e s  a n  s a d i l i d ie r  A u fk lä r u n g  ab . In  e r s te r  
L in ie  s in d  sie  jed o ch  W e rb e fe ld z ü g e , in  d e n e n  e s  d a ra u f  a n k o m m t, g u te  F ig u r  

zu  m ach e n . D a ra n  w ird  s id i  n ie m a n d  s to ß e n , d e r  e in e n  A u g e n b lic k  ü b e r  d ie  t a t ­
säch lich e  F u n k tio n  d e r  W a h lv e r a n s ta l tu n g  im  d e m o k ra tis c h e n  K o n k u rre n z k a m p f  
u m  d ie  R e g ie ru n g s g e w a lt n a d id e n k t .  In  g le ic h e r  W e is e  w ä r e  e s  a lle rd in g s  au ch  
v e r f e h l t ,  s ich  a llz u se h r  a u f  d e n  W o h l la u t  d e r  v e r k ü n d e te n  P ro g ra m m e  v e r la s s e n  
zu  w o lle n ; n u r  die h a r te  P ra x is  d e s  p o li t is c h e n  A ll ta g s  k a n n  z e ig e n , w a s  s ie  in  
W irk l ic h k e i t  w e r t  s in d . In  e i n e m  P u n k t  in d e s s e n  —  u n d  le id e r  is t  e s  e in  z e n ­
t r a le r  P u n k t  —  muß m a n  g e ra d e z u  w ü n sc h e n , d aß  d e r  w ir ts c h a f ts p o li t is c h e n  W e r ­
b u n g  k e in e  r e a le  W a re  e n ts p r ic h t . D e n n  v o n  v ie le n  n ic h t g e w u ß t o d e r  n ic h t b e ­
d ach t, b r e i te t  sich e in  B a z illu s  in  u n s e r e r  W ir ts c h a f ts p o li t ik  a u s . S chon  d ie  G e s e tz ­
g e b u n g  d e r  le tz te n  L e g is la tu rp e r io d e  z e ig te  d a fü r  d e u tl ic h e  S y m p to m e ; m u n te r  
h a t  e r  sicäi d a n n  in d e n  W a h lv e r s p re c h e n  e in n is te n  k ö n n e n , u n d  b e i d e r  g e g e b e n e n  
F o rm a tio n  d e s  sog. v o rp a r la m e n ta r is c i ie n  R a u m e s  s t e h t  zu  b e fü rc h te n , d a ß  e r  au ch  
in  d e n  k o m m e n d e n  J a h r e n  w e i te r e  N a h ru n g  f in d e n  w ird :  w ir  m e in e n  d e n  B a z illu s  
d e r  s e k to r a le n  E in k o m m e n sp a r itä t.

D as  is t  e in e  re la tiv  n e u e  E rsc h e in u n g , d ie  in  d e n  w ir ts c h a f ts p o li t is c h e n  M e d iz in ­
b ü c h e rn  noch  k au m  g e n ü g e n d  B e a c h tu n g  fin d e t. W ie  s o l l m a n  s ie  e rk lä re n ?  N u n , 
w ir  a l le  s c h ä tz e n  e in e  w a c h s e n d e  W ir ts c h a f t  a ls  T r a n s p o r tb a n d  d e r  F re ih e i t  u n d  
a ls  M e d iu m  d e r  K o n flik tv e rm in d e ru n g . D e r  w ir ts c h a f t lic h e  F o r ts c h r i t t  v o l lz ie h t  
sich  je d o c h  n ic h t g le ichm äß ig . E in m a l s c h w a n k e n  d ie  W a c h s tu m s ra te n  d e s  S o z ia l­
p ro d u k te s  im  Z e itv e rla u f . D as  ru f t  n o ch  n ic h t u n b e d in g t  d ie  P o li t ik  a u f  d e n  P la n . 
Z u m  a n d e re n  a b e r h a b e n  a n  d e r  jä h r l ic h e n  E x p a n s io n  au ch  d ie  e in z e ln e n  W ir t ­
s c h a f tsb e re ic h e  u n te rsc h ie d lic h e n  A n te il :  e in ig e  B ra n c h e n  n e h m e n  ü b e r p r o p o r t io ­
n a l  zu , a n d e re  k ö n n e n  m it  E rfo lg  ih r e  A u s g a n g s p o s i t io n  b e h a u p te n  u n d  w ie d e r  
a n d e re  v e r l ie r e n  an  T e r r a in  o d e r  sc h ru m p fe n  s o g a r  a b s o lu t .  U n d  d a s  is t  n u n  
G ru n d  g e n u g , d ie  p o litisc h e n  A la rm g lo c k e n  zu  lä u te n . N ie m a n d  w il l  z w a r  le u g n e n , 
d a ß  d e r  w irtsch a ftlich e  F o r ts c h r i t t  f r ü h e r  s te ts  m it  s t r u k tu r e l l e n  G e w ic h ts v e r la g e ­
r u n g e n  z w isc h e n  den  W ir ts c h a f ts s e k to r e n  v e r b u n d e n  w a r  u n d  d aß  d e r  S ta a t  g u t 
d a r a n  ta t ,  h i e r  n ich t in  d ie  M a rk tw ir ts c h a f t  e in z u g re ife n . A b e r  w a s  fü r  d ie  
H is to r ie  g il t , k a n n  in  d e r  G e g e n w a r t ,  z u m a l w e n n  s ie  e in  u n g ü n s t ig e re s  L os v e r ­
te i l t ,  a n d e r s  w e rd en . H e u te  so ll  d a s  S o z ia lp ro d u k t n ic h t n u r  s ta rk ,  s te t ig  u n d  
m ö g lic h s t au ch  in f la tio n sfre i w a d is e n :  d ie  E in k o m m e n sz u n a h m e  h a t  v o r  a lle m  
s e k to ra l  p a r i tä t is c h  z u  se in . A d r e s s a t  d ie s e r  jü n g s te n  V e rs io n  d e s  G le ic h h e its ­
p o s tu la te s  is t  d ie  s ta a tl ic h e  W ir ts c h a f ts p o lit ik .  U n d  o ffe n s ic h tlic h  b ra u c h t  s ie  b e i  
d e n  M a ß n a h m e n , d ie  d e m  B ra n c h e n -G le ic h sc h ritt d ie n e n  so lle n , niicht so n d e r lic h  
w ä h le r is c h  v o rz u g e h e n .

D a s  F a ta le  d e r  F o rd e ru n g  fü r  e in e  r a t io n a le  W ir ts c h a f ts p o li t ik  l ie g t  z u n ä c h s t  
e i n m a l  d a r in ,  daß s ie  s e l te n  —  b e w u ß t o d e r  u n b e w u ß t —  m it o ffe n e m  V is ie r  
v e r f o c h te n  w ird . Sie e rs c h e in t u n te r  d e n  v e r s c h ie d e n s te n  E tik e tte n . A b e r  o b  n u n
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d ie  K o n z e n tra t io n  o d e r  d ie  W e rb u n g , d ie  B e n a c h te ilig u n g  d u rc h  d ie  N a tu r  o d e r  
d u rch  d e n  K a p ita lm a rk t,  o b  d ie  a u s lä n d is d ie  K o n k u rre n z  o d e r  d ie  S o z ia lla ß t d e n  
S ü n d e n b o d e  d a r s te l l t ;  im m e r  g e h t  e s  u m  S ch u tz- u n d  S tü tz u n g s a n s p rü c h e , d ie  
le tz t l id i  a u f  e in e  A n g le ic h u n g  d e r  B ra n c h e n e rfo lg e  h in a u s la u fe n . O ffe n b a r  g e ­
w in n t  d a s  P a r i tä t s s t r e b e n  d u r d i  so lch e  „ B e g rü n d u n g e n "  a n  P la u s ib i l i tä t ,  w e n n  e s  
d a ra u f  a n k o m m t, d ie  z u m e is t  n u r  h a lb  h in h ö r e n d e  ö ffe n tlic h e  M e in u n g  z u  b e e in -  
d ru d cen . D a b e i k a n n  e s  n ic h t z w e ife lh a f t  s e in , d a ß  h ie r  O b e rf lä c h e n w irk u n g e n  fü r  
d ie  e ig e n tlic h e  U rsa c h e  a u s g e g e b e n  w e rd e n . D e r  w a h re  G ru n d  fü r  d a s  Z u rü c k ­
b le ib e n  e in z e ln e r  B ra n d ie n  l ie g t  e n tw e d e r  in  V e rs c h ie b u n g e n  d e r  N a c h fra g e , d ie  
f r e i l id i  m it  d e m  s te ig e n d e n  E in k o m m e n s n iv e a u  h ä u f ig e r  a n  d e r  T a g e s o rd n u n g  
s in d , o d e r  in  d e r  K o n k u rre n z  d e s  n e u e n  P ro d u k te s  u n d  d e r  n e u e n  T e c h n ik  o d e r  in  
U n te r s d i ie d e n  d e r  u n te r n e h m e r is c h e n  M e n ta l i tä t .  B is lan g  w a re n  d a s  n o rm a le  F a k ­
to r e n  d e r  W ir ts d ia f ts e n tw ic k lu n g , d e n e n  e s  sich  a n z u p a s s e n  g a lt .  S ie  s in d  d a s  
L e b e n s e l ix ie r  e in e r  fo r ts c h re i te n d e n  M a rk tw ir ts c h a f t , d ie  g e ra d e  d a d u rc h  d e r  G e ­
s a m th e i t  d e r  W ir ts c h a f ts b ü rg e r  n ü tz t ,  d a ß  s ie  d ie  G e w in n c h a n c e n  m it  E la s t iz i tä t  
u n d  R is ik o ü b e rn a h m e  im  G le ic h g e w ic h t h ä lt .  N u r  e in e  Z e n tra lp la n u n g  k ö n n te  d ie  
N a c h fra g e  u n d  te c h n isc h e  V e rä n d e ru n g e n  so  g ä n g e ln , d a ß  d ie  s e k to r a le n  B e s itz ­
s tä n d e  g e w a h r t  b l ie b e n j a l le rd in g s  b e d a r f  e s  d a n n  a u ch  k e in e r  u n te rn e h m e r is c h e n  
D is p o s it io n s f r e ih e i t  m e h r . W a s  a b e r  so ll  m a n  v o n  e in e r  M a rk tw ir ts c h a f ts o rd n u n g  
u n d  ih r e n  V e rs p re c h e n  h a l te n , w e n n  e in d e u t ig e  E ff iz ie n z u n te rs c h ie d e  im  P ro d u k ­
t io n s m it te le in s a tz  u n d  e b e n s o  k la r e  E n tsc h e id u n g e n  d e r  N a c h fra g e r  h in te r  d e re n  
R ü ck en  u n d  a u f  K o s te n  d e r  G e s a m th e it  d u rch  d ie  W ir ts c h a f ts -  u n d  F in a n z p o lit ik  
w ie d e r  a b g e b o g e n  w e rd e n ?  H ie r  v o l lz ie h t  sich  n ic h ts  a n d e re s  a ls  e in e  w a rm e  
S o z ia l is ie ru n g  d e r  u n te rn e h m e r is c h e n  R is ik e n , m ö g e n  d ie  T ite l im  e in z e ln e n  auch  
u n te r s c h ie d lic h  la u te n .

A b e r  d a s  is t  e b e n  d e r  z w e i t e  P u n k t, d e r  d e n  P a r i tä ts -B a z il lu s  g e fä h r lic h  m ach t:
D ie  e in z e ln e  S tü tz u n g sm a ß n a h m e , d ie  m a n  sich  v o rn im m t, m a g  r e la t iv  h a rm lo s  
e rs c h e in e n ; in d e s s e n  g e h t  d ie  In f i l t ra t io n  in  e in e r  V ie lz a h l w ir ts c h a f ts p o li t is c h e r  
A k tio n e n  v o r  sich , o h n e  d a ß  d e re n  C h a ra k te r  d a s  im m e r  a u f  d e n  e r s te n  B lick v e r ­
m u te n  lie ß e ; u n d  so  k a n n  e s  g e sc h e h e n , d aß  d e r  U m fan g , d e n  d ie  E n tw ic k lu n g  
b e re i ts  a n g e n o m m e n  h a t, u n d  ih r e  g e sa m tw ir ts c h a f tlic h e n  W ir k u n g e n  im  ö f f e n t­
lic h e n  B e w u ß tse in  a b g e b le n d e t  b le ib e n . S ich erlich  s c h la g e n  sich  Im p o r tb e s c h rä n ­
k u n g e n , „ B e ru fs o rd n u n g e n " , S ti llh a lte a b k o m m e n  u n d  M a ß n a h m e n  g e g e n  „ ru i­
n ö se "  K o n k u rre n z  o d e r  „ K o n z e n tra tio n "  n ic h t u n m i t te lb a r  in  B e la s tu n g e n  d es  
S ta a ts h a u s h a l te s  n ie d e r .  D en n o ch  w e rd e n  au ch  v ia  S tr u k tu rk o n s e rv ie r u n g  E in ­
k o m m e n s s trö m e  e n tg e g e n  d e n  M a r k tte n d e n z e n  u m d ir ig ie r t .  D e r K ostend ruck : v o n  
N e u e r e r n  w ird  a u s g e s c h a lte t ,  d ie  W a n d e ru n g  d e r  P ro d u k t io n s f a k to re n  zu m  O r t 
d e r  h ö d is te n  P ro d u k t iv i tä t  k ü n s tlic h  b e h in d e r t ,  u n d  d e r  K o n su m e n t, d e r  n ic h t au s- 
w e ic h e n  k a n n , z a h l t  z u r  s e k to ra le n  G e w in n s ta b i l is ie ru n g  h o h e  u n d  s te ig e n d e  
P re is e . A b e r  s e lb s t  w e n n  m a n  a lle in  d ie  S ta a ts f in a n z e n  (u n d  S o z ia le  S ich e ru n g ) in s  
A u g e  faß t, b le ib t  d a s  B ild  d ü s te r  g e n u g . Es b e g in n t  a u f  d e r  E in n a h m e se ite , d ie  g e rn  
in  d e r  p o li t is c h e n  D isk u s s io n  v e rn a c h lä s s ig t  w ird , m it s e k to r a l  g e z ie l te n  S te u e r b e ­
f re iu n g e n , S te u e re rm ä ß ig u n g e n  o d e r  auch  Z u s a tz b e s te u e ru n g e n ;  a u f  d e r  A u s g a ­
b e n s e i te  fo lg t d a s  D ick ich t v o n  Z u sch ü ssen , Z in s v e rb i l l ig u n g e n  u n d  A u s g le ic h s ­
z a h lu n g e n , u n d  e s  e n d e t  b e i  P rä m ie n  fü r  d ie  N ic h t-P ro d u k tio n . Z ä h lt  m a n  a lle s  
z u sa m m e n , so  k a n n  d e r  v ie lb e k la g te  Im m o b ilism u s  d e s  ö ffe n tlic h e n  H a u s h a l ts  
k a u m  n o ch  e r s ta u n e n .  In  T a t u n d  W a h rh e i t  e r k lä r t  d e r  P a r i tä ts -B a z il lu s  v ie le s  a n  
d e n  L e id e n  u n s e r e r  W ir ts c h a f ts p o li t ik :  d ie  h a lb h e rz ig e  In a n g r if fn a h m e  g e s e l l­
sc h a f tlic h e r G ro ß a u fg a b e n , d e n  s tä n d ig e n  In f la tio n sd ru c k  u n d  d ie  v e rm in d e r te  
E la s t iz i tä t  d e s  W ir ts c h a f ts s y s te m s  b e i D a te n ä n d e ru n g e n .

G le ic h w o h l b e s te h t  w e n ig  A u ss ic h t, d a ß  sich  d ie  E n tw ic k lu n g  le ic h t u m k e h re n  
lie ß e  o d e r  g a r  v o n  s e lb s t  to t lie fe . Im  G e g e n te il ,  h ie r  z e ig t  s ich  a n  e in e m  
d r i t t e n  P u n k t  d ie  B e d e n k lic h k e it  v o n  P a r i tä ts a n s p rü c h e n . D e n n  d a ß  s ie  m it  E r­
fo lg  S ch u le  m a c h e n  k ö n n e n , g e h t  e n ts c h e id e n d  a u f  d ie  F o rm a tio n  d e s  V e rb a n d s ­
w e s e n s  u n d  d ie  R o lle  zu rü ck , d ie  e s  im  p o li tis c h e n  E n tsc h e id u n g sp ro z e ß  sp ie lt .  D as  
m u ß  e in e  T h e ra p ie  e r s c h w e re n . S e k to ra le  S chu tz - u n d  S tü tz u n g s fo rd e ru n g e n  s in d  
d e m  V e rb a n d s w e s e n  g e ra d e z u  a u f  d e n  L eib  g e sc h n itte n . S ie  h a b e n  e in m a l d e n  
V o rte i l ,  d ie  s o n s t  ü b lic h e n  In te re s s e n u n te r s c h ie d e  z w isc h e n  A rb e i tn e h m e r n  u n d  ;
U n te rn e h m e rn  z u  ü b e rdec iken , u n d , s o w e it  e in e  B ran ch e  in  d e r  R e g io n a lw ir ts c h a f t  ' 
d o m in ie r t,  au ch  d e m  d o r t  a n s ä s s ig e n  Z u b r in g e r - , H a n d e ls -  u n d  D ie n s t le is tu n g s -
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g e w e rb e  e n tg e g e n z u k o m m e n . Z um  a n d e r e n  v e rm e id e n  s ie  e s , im  g le ic h e n  S e k to r  
G e g e n s ä tz e  u n te r  d e n  P ro d u z e n te n  z u  b e rü h ren -, d a  d e r  S e g e n  in  g le ic h e r  W e is e  
ü b e r  G ro ß e  u n d  K le in e , ü b e r  e x tr a -  u n d  in t r a m a rg in a le  B e tr ie b e  n ie d e rg e h t ,  k ö n ­
n e n  a lle  a n  e in e m  S tr a n g  z ieh en . S ch ließ lich  s tü tz e n  s ich  d ie  B ra n c h e n a n sp rü c h e  
a u ch  g e g e n s e i t ig ;  W a s  fü r  den  B e rg b a u  re c h t is t , e r s c h e in t  d e n  W e r f te n  b illig , u n d  
d ie  L a n d w ir ts c h a f t is t  k a u m  g e e ig n e t, ü b e r  —  s a g e n  w ir  —  a b g e sc h irm te  T e x ti l ­
p r e is e  K la g e  zu  fü h re n . D as a lle s  e rh ö h t  n ic h t n u r  d ie  D u rc h sc h la g sk ra f t v o n  P a r i ­
tä ts w ü n s c h e n , e s  sp r ic h t ebenso  fü r  ih r e  V e rm e h ru n g . S in d  a b e r  e r s t  e in m a l d ie  
B re sc h e n  g e sc h la g e n , w ird  es b a ld  e in trä g l ic h e r , d ie  p o l i t i s c h e n  R o sse  e in ­
z u s p a n n e n , s t a t t  s ich  a n  w irtsch a ftlich e  D a te n  m it e ig e n e r  K ra f t u n d  M ü h e  a n z u ­
p a s s e n . Z u m  P re ism e c h a n ism u s  t r i t t  e in  z w e ite s  L e n k u n g s p r in z ip  d e s  u n te r n e h m e ­
r is c h e n  V e rh a l te n s .

K e in  W u n d e r ,  d a ß  i n  e in e r  s o  g e m isc h te n  W ir ts c h a f ts o rd n u n g  d ie  m a k r o ö k o n o ­
m isch e  W a c h s tu m s p o lit ik , a llen  B e te u e ru n g e n  z u m  T ro tz , m e h r  u n d  m e h r  e in e r  
d e r o u t ie r te n  B ra n c h e n p o litik  w e ich t. U n d  w ä h re n d  w ir  u n s  noch  ü b e r  d ie  fu n k ­
tio n e i le  E in k o m m e n sd is tr ib u t io n  e rh i tz e n  u n d  w ie  g e b a n n t  a u f  d e n  P rü g e lk n a b e n  
L o h n p o li t ik  b lic k e n ,' v o llz ie h t sich  h in te r  u n s e r e m  R ü ck en  e in e  s e k to r a le  U m v e r ­
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