
DIW Berlin / SOEP (Ed.)

Research Report

SOEP 2014 - Documentation of the person-related meta-
dataset HEALTH for SOEP v31

SOEP Survey Papers, No. 296

Provided in Cooperation with:
German Institute for Economic Research (DIW Berlin)

Suggested Citation: DIW Berlin / SOEP (Ed.) (2015) : SOEP 2014 - Documentation of the person-
related meta-dataset HEALTH for SOEP v31, SOEP Survey Papers, No. 296, Deutsches Institut für
Wirtschaftsforschung (DIW), Berlin

This Version is available at:
https://hdl.handle.net/10419/125861

Standard-Nutzungsbedingungen:

Die Dokumente auf EconStor dürfen zu eigenen wissenschaftlichen
Zwecken und zum Privatgebrauch gespeichert und kopiert werden.

Sie dürfen die Dokumente nicht für öffentliche oder kommerzielle
Zwecke vervielfältigen, öffentlich ausstellen, öffentlich zugänglich
machen, vertreiben oder anderweitig nutzen.

Sofern die Verfasser die Dokumente unter Open-Content-Lizenzen
(insbesondere CC-Lizenzen) zur Verfügung gestellt haben sollten,
gelten abweichend von diesen Nutzungsbedingungen die in der dort
genannten Lizenz gewährten Nutzungsrechte.

Terms of use:

Documents in EconStor may be saved and copied for your personal
and scholarly purposes.

You are not to copy documents for public or commercial purposes, to
exhibit the documents publicly, to make them publicly available on the
internet, or to distribute or otherwise use the documents in public.

If the documents have been made available under an Open Content
Licence (especially Creative Commons Licences), you may exercise
further usage rights as specified in the indicated licence.

https://www.econstor.eu/
https://www.zbw.eu/
http://www.zbw.eu/
https://hdl.handle.net/10419/125861
https://www.econstor.eu/
https://www.leibniz-gemeinschaft.de/


SOEP Survey Papers
Series D – Variable Descriptions and Coding

The German
Socio-Economic
Panel study

SOEP 2014 – Documentation of the 
Person-related Meta-dataset HEALTH 
for SOEP v31

296

SOEP — The German Socio-Economic Panel study at DIW Berlin  2015

SOEP Group



Running since 1984, the German Socio-Economic Panel study (SOEP) is a wide-ranging 
representative longitudinal study of private households, located at the German Institute for 
Economic Research, DIW Berlin. 

The aim of the SOEP Survey Papers Series is to thoroughly document the survey’s data 
collection and data processing. 

The SOEP Survey Papers is comprised of the following series: 

Series A – Survey Instruments (Erhebungsinstrumente) 

Series B – Survey Reports (Methodenberichte) 

Series C – Data Documentation (Datendokumentationen) 

Series D – Variable Descriptions and Coding 

Series E – SOEPmonitors 

Series F – SOEP Newsletters 

Series G – General Issues and Teaching Materials 

 

The SOEP Survey Papers are available at 
http://www.diw.de/soepsurveypapers 

 

Editors:  
Dr. Jan Goebel, DIW Berlin 
Prof. Dr. Martin Kroh, DIW Berlin and Humboldt Universität Berlin 
Prof. Dr. Carsten Schröder, DIW Berlin and Freie Universität Berlin 
Prof. Dr. Jürgen Schupp, DIW Berlin and Freie Universität Berlin 

 

Please cite this paper as follows:  

SOEP Group. 2015. SOEP 2014 – Documentation of the Person-related Meta-dataset HEALTH 
for SOEP v31. SOEP Survey Papers 296: Series D. Berlin: DIW Berlin / SOEP 

 
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International 
License. © 2015 by SOEP 

 

ISSN: 2193-5580 (online) 

 

 

German Socio-Economic Panel (SOEP) | DIW Berlin 
Mohrenstr. 58 
10117 Berlin, Germany 
Contact: soeppapers@diw.de 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


 
 
 
 
 
SOEP GROUP 
 
 

SOEP 2014 – DOCUMENTATION OF THE 

PERSON-RELATED META-DATASET HEALTH FOR 

SOEP V31 

 

Berlin, 2015 

 



The German Socio Economic Panel Study at DIW Berlin

SOEP-Core V31—HEALTH

SOEP Group

2015-12-18

This file is part of a collection, which is released with doi:10.5684/soep.v31.



SOEP Core study vͷ͵ health

Contents

1 General Information 2

2 Variables in File HEALTH 2
hhnr – Original Household Number . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ͳ
persnr – Never Changing Person Number . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ͳ
syear – Survey Year . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ͳ
valid – Completeness Of Generation Of SOEPvSFͱͲ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ʹ
mcs – MCS: Summary Scale Mental (NBS) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ʹ
pcs – PCS: Summary Scale Physical (NBS) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ͵
pf_nbs – Physical Functioning (NBS) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ͷ
rp_nbs – Role Physical (NBS) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ͷ
bp_nbs – Bodily Pain (NBS) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ͷ
gh_nbs – General Health (NBS) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ͷ
vt_nbs – Vitality (NBS) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ͷ
sf_nbs – Social Functioning (NBS) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ͷ
re_nbs – Role Emotional (NBS) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
mh_nbs – Mental Health (NBS) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
bmi – Body-Mass-Index . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
height – Body Height In cm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
fheight – Imputation Flag For Height$$ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ͱͰ
weight – Weight in kg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ͱͱ
fweight – Imputation Flag For Weight$$ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ͱͲ

soep-core:health ͱSOEP Survey Paper 296



SOEP Core study vͷ͵ health

1 General Information

Starting in ͲͰͰͲ the SOEP health module in the individual questionnaire has been re-
vised and put into a two year replication period. In the HEALTH-File users find the gen-
erated SF-ͱͲ-Variables and variables on height and weight with imputation flags and a
user-friendly longitudinal checked generated variable of the Body Mass Index (BMI). Per-
sons with a successful individual interview ($netto >= ͱͰ & $netto < ͲͰ) have been selected
for the rectype HEALTH. The file has a long-format and additional SORTID with the vari-
able SYEAR (Survey-Year).
In ͲͰͰͶ the SFͱͲ could not any longer been generated for the group of first time respon-
dents (age ͱͶ/ͱͷ = ͳͰͷ).
In ͲͰͱͰ and ͲͰͱͲ not all sub-samples of the SOEP get the very same questionnaire, thus
information to generate MCS and PCS was not surveyed and thus the respective popula-
tion get a value of “-͵” for the variable VALID.

2 Variables in File HEALTH

hhnr – Original Household Number

Ͳͷ 
ͶͰ ʹͱ
ʹ ͷ
ͱͲʹ ͳ
ͱ͵ ͷ
ͱͶͷ ͱͲ
ͱͷ͵ 
ͱͱ Ͳ
ͲͳͰ ͱͶ
ͲͰ ͱ
Ͳ ͱ
ͳͰͲ 
ͳ Ͳ
ͳͶ ʹ
ʹͶ ʹ
... (ͲʹͶͶͳ rows omitted) ͱͷͲͰʹ

ͳͳʹͲͳͳ͵ Ͳ
ͳͳʹͲʹͰ Ͳ
ͳͳʹͲʹͱ ͳ
ͳͳʹͲ͵ʹ Ͳ
ͳͳʹͲ͵ ͳ
ͳͳʹͲͶ͵ͳ Ͳ
ͳͳʹͲͶͶ Ͳ
ͳͳʹͲͷͱ ͱ
ͳͳʹͲͲͳ ͳ
ͳͳʹͲͰʹ ʹ
ͳͳʹͳͰʹ ͱ
ͳͳʹͳͰͶʹ Ͳ
ͳͳʹͳͰͰ Ͳ
ͳͳʹͳͱʹ͵ Ͳ
ͳͳʹͳͲͷͷ ͱ
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persnr – Never Changing Person Number

ͲͰͱ ʹ
ͲͰͳ ʹ
ͶͰͱ ͱ
ͶͰͲ Ͷ
ͶͰʹ ͱ
Ͱͱ ͷ
ͱͲͰͲ ͳ
ͱ͵Ͱͱ ͷ
ͱͶͰͱ ͷ
ͱͶͰͲ ʹ
ͱͶͰͳ ͱ
ͱͷͰͱ ͳ
ͱͷͰʹ ͳ
ͱͷͰ͵ ͳ
ͱͰͱ Ͳ
... (͵͵Ͷͱ rows omitted) ͱͷͲͱͳͶ

ͳ͵ͰͲʹͳͰͲ ͱ
ͳ͵ͰͲʹͰͳ ͱ
ͳ͵ͰͲ͵ͲͰͲ ͱ
ͳ͵ͰͲ͵ʹͰͲ ͱ
ͳ͵ͰͲ͵ͶͰͲ ͱ
ͳ͵ͰͲ͵ͰͲ ͱ
ͳ͵ͰͲͶͶͰͳ ͱ
ͳ͵ͰͲͶͷͰͲ ͱ
ͳ͵ͰͲͲͰͲ ͱ
ͳ͵ͰͲͳͰͲ ͱ
ͳ͵ͰͳͰͱͰͲ ͱ
ͳ͵ͰͳͱͶͰͲ ͱ
ͳ͵ͰͳͲͷͰͲ ͱ
ͳ͵ͰͳͳͲͰͲ ͱ
ͳ͵ͰͳͳͳͰͲ ͱ

syear – Survey Year

ͲͰͰͲ ͲͳͲ
ͲͰͰʹ ͲͲͰͱ
ͲͰͰͶ ͲͲͶͶ͵
ͲͰͰ ͱʹ͵
ͲͰͱͰ ͲͷͱͲʹ
ͲͰͱͲ Ͳ͵ͲͰ
ͲͰͱʹ ͲͰʹͲ

Waves: This information is available since ͲͰͰͲ (wave S) and will be provided for every
second year.
This file contains detailed health information that had been collected since ͲͰͰͲ (wave S)
in a two year replication cycle. All persons with successful individual questionnaires have
been selected for the rectype HEALTH ($netto >= ͱͰ & $netto < ͲͰ).
Formore information, contact:MarkusM.Grabka (Tel. +ʹ-ͳͰ-ͷ-ͳͳ /mgrabka@diw.de)
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valid – Completeness Of Generation Of SOEPvSFͱͲ

ͱ [ͱ] Yes ͱ ͱ͵ͰͲͶ
Ͳ [Ͳ] No Ͳ ͳͳ
-ͱ [-ͱ] No Answer Ͱ
-Ͳ [-Ͳ] Does not apply Ͱ
-ͳ [-ͳ] Answer improbable Ͱ
-ʹ [-ʹ] Inadmissible multiple response Ͱ
-͵ [-͵] Not included in this version of the questionnaire ͱͷʹʹͲ
-Ͷ [-Ͷ] Version of questionnaire with modified filtering Ͱ

Waves: This information is available since ͲͰͰͲ (wave S) and will be provided for every
second year.
The variable VALID indicates the completeness status of all twelve variables necessary to
calculate the SOEPvSFͱͲ scale.
Formore information, contact:MarkusM.Grabka (Tel. +ʹ-ͳͰ-ͷ-ͳͳ /mgrabka@diw.de)

mcs – MCS: Summary Scale Mental (NBS)

Ͱ.͵͵ͷͱͰͶ ͱ
ͱ.ͲͶͰͲ ͱ
ͱ.ͱͷ ͱ
ͳ.ͱͰͷͱͷ͵ ͱ
ͳ.͵ͳͳͲ͵ ͱ
ͳ.ʹͶͰ ͱ
ʹ.ͱͶͱͷ ͱ
ʹ.ͱͲͲͲͷ ͱ
ʹ.ͳʹ͵ͱʹ ͱ
ʹ.ͱͰͱ͵ʹ ͱ
͵.ͳͲʹʹ͵ ͱ
͵.ͶʹͲ͵ ͱ

Ͷ.ͰͳͲ͵Ͳ ͱ
Ͷ.ͷͰͷͷͶ ͱ
Ͷ.Ͱʹ͵Ͳ ͱ

... (ʹͳͳͷ rows omitted) ͱ͵ͰͲ
ͷͶ.ͷͳͷͷͷ ͱ
ͷͶ.ͰͰͶͲ Ͳ
ͷͶ.ͰͶʹͷ ͱ
ͷͷ.Ͱ͵ͳͰͶ ͱ
ͷͷ.ͱͷʹ͵Ͷ Ͳ
ͷͷ.Ͳͱͱ ͱ

ͷͷ.ͲͳͷͲʹ ͱ
ͷͷ.͵ͷ͵Ͷͳ ͱ
ͷͷ.Ͷͷʹ͵ Ͳ
ͷͷ.ͷͷʹͰ͵͵ ͱ
ͷ.ͲͶͳͷ ͱ

ͷ.ͳͳͰͲʹ ͱ
ͷ.ʹͳͲʹͲͶ Ͳ
ͷ.ͶͳͰͳͶ ͱ

-ͱ ͲͱͲͲ
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Waves: This information is available since ͲͰͰͲ (wave S) and will be provided for every
second year.
The variable mcs is calculated using explorative factor analysis (PCA, varimax rotation).
The mean value of the SOEP ͲͰͰʹ population ͵Ͱ points and SD of ͱͰ points.
Formore information, contact:MarkusM.Grabka (Tel. +ʹ-ͳͰ-ͷ-ͳͳ /mgrabka@diw.de)

pcs – PCS: Summary Scale Physical (NBS)

.ͲͰͳʹʹ ͱ
.ͲͶ ͱ

ͱͰ.ͱͰ͵Ͳ ͱ
ͱͰ.ͳͷͳͷʹ ͱ
ͱͰ.͵ͲͶͳͷͱ Ͳ
ͱͰ.͵͵ʹͶͶͷ ͱ
ͱͰ.Ͷͳͳ Ͳ
ͱͱ.ͱʹͷͱͰͳ ͱ
ͱͱ.ͳͳͶͳͱͷ Ͳ
ͱͱ.͵͵ͷ Ͳ
ͱͱ.Ͱ͵ͷ͵ ͱ
ͱͱ.ͲͰͶ ͱ
ͱͱ.ʹʹͳ ͱ
ͱͲ.ͰʹʹͶ͵Ͳ Ͳ
ͱͲ.ͱͳͱʹ ͱ

... (ʹͳʹͳͰ rows omitted) ͱ͵Ͱͱ
ͷͳ.ͷͷͶʹͳͶ Ͳ
ͷͳ.ͷͳͷͲͲ ͱ
ͷʹ.ͱͱͷͶͳ ͱ
ͷʹ.ͲͲͲ͵ʹͲ ͱ
ͷʹ.ʹ͵ͲͲ ͱ
ͷʹ.Ͷͷͱͳͱ ͱ
ͷʹ.ͷͲͳͰͷ ͱ
ͷʹ.ʹͳͰͲ ͱ
ͷ͵.Ͳͷͳʹͳ ͱ
ͷ͵.ʹ͵͵Ͷͳ͵ ͱ
ͷͶ.ͳͳͶͲ ͱ
ͷͶ.ʹͲͰͶ ͱ
ͷ.ͱͱͲʹ ͱ
ͷ.ͶͰͲͶͶ ͱ

-ͱ ͲͱͲͱ

Waves: This information is available since ͲͰͰͲ (wave S) and will be provided for every
second year.
The variable pcs is calculated using explorative factor analysis (PCA, varimax rotation).
The mean value of the SOEP ͲͰͰʹ population ͵Ͱ points and SD of ͱͰ points.
Matthias Nübling, Hanfried H. Andersen, Axel Mühlbacher, Jürgen Schupp, and Gert G.
Wagner (Ͷʹʹͻ): Computation of Standard Values for Physical and Mental Health Scale
Scores Using the SOEP Version of SF͵ͶvͶ. Schmollers Jahrbuch, Vol. ͵Ͷͻͼ(͵), (in print)
Formore information, contact:MarkusM.Grabka (Tel. +ʹ-ͳͰ-ͷ-ͳͳ /mgrabka@diw.de)
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pf_nbs – Physical Functioning (NBS)

Ͳͷ.Ͳ͵Ͱͳͷ ͱͳͰͷ
ͳ͵.ͰͲͶʹʹ ͷͱ

ʹͲ.ͰͲʹͶ ͳ͵ͱʹʹ
͵Ͱ.͵ͷ͵ͳͷ ͲͲͷͲ
͵.ͳ͵ʹ͵ ͷͱͱͲ

-ͱ ͲͱͲͱ

Waves: This information is available since ͲͰͰͲ (wave S) and will be provided for every
second year.
The variable pf_nbs is calculated as a z-transformed scale.
Matthias Nübling, Hanfried H. Andersen, Axel Mühlbacher, Jürgen Schupp, and Gert G.
Wagner (Ͷʹʹͻ): Computation of Standard Values for Physical and Mental Health Scale
Scores Using the SOEP Version of SF͵ͶvͶ. Schmollers Jahrbuch, Vol. ͵Ͷͻͼ(͵), (in print)
Formore information, contact:MarkusM.Grabka (Tel. +ʹ-ͳͰ-ͷ-ͳͳ /mgrabka@diw.de)

rp_nbs – Role Physical (NBS)

Ͳͱ.ͲͳͶ͵ ͳͲʹͲ
ͲͶ.Ͷʹͷͷͷ ͱʹͱͱ
ͳͱ.ͳͷͱͱ ͱͰʹ͵ͱ

ͳͶ.Ͱ͵ͳ ͵ͳ͵ͱ
ʹͰ.ͲͰͱͰͷ ͲͳͷͲ
ʹ͵.͵ʹʹͲͱͶ ͱͰͲʹͱ
͵Ͱ.ͲͶͳͳ Ͳͱʹʹ

͵ʹ.Ͳʹʹͳ ͱͰʹͶͲ
͵.ͷͱͶ͵͵ͳ ͵ͶͳͲ

-ͱ ͲͱͲͱ

Waves: This information is available since ͲͰͰͲ (wave S) and will be provided for every
second year.
The variable rp_nbs is calculated as a z-transformed scale.
Matthias Nübling, Hanfried H. Andersen, Axel Mühlbacher, Jürgen Schupp, and Gert G.
Wagner (Ͷʹʹͻ): Computation of Standard Values for Physical and Mental Health Scale
Scores Using the SOEP Version of SF͵ͶvͶ. Schmollers Jahrbuch, Vol. ͵Ͷͻͼ(͵), (in print)
Formore information, contact:MarkusM.Grabka (Tel. +ʹ-ͳͰ-ͷ-ͳͳ /mgrabka@diw.de)

bp_nbs – Bodily Pain (NBS)

Ͳͳ.ͰͰͲʹ ͳͶͷ
ͳͲ.Ͳͱʹʹʹͳ ͱ͵͵͵
ʹͱ.ʹͲ͵ʹͱ ͳͱͰͰ
͵Ͱ.ͶͳͷʹͳͶ ʹͱͱͶ
͵.ʹͳ ͵Ͳͷ

-ͱ ͲͱͲͱ

Waves: This information is available since ͲͰͰͲ (wave S) and will be provided for every
second year.
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The variable bp_nbs is calculated as a z-transformed scale.
Matthias Nübling, Hanfried H. Andersen, Axel Mühlbacher, Jürgen Schupp, and Gert G.
Wagner (Ͷʹʹͻ): Computation of Standard Values for Physical and Mental Health Scale
Scores Using the SOEP Version of SF͵ͶvͶ. Schmollers Jahrbuch, Vol. ͵Ͷͻ(͵), ͵ͻ͵-͵ͼͶ.
Formore information, contact:MarkusM.Grabka (Tel. +ʹ-ͳͰ-ͷ-ͳͳ /mgrabka@diw.de)

gh_nbs – General Health (NBS)

Ͳʹ.ʹͶͳʹͶ ͵ʹ͵Ͳ
ͳ͵.ͲͲʹͰ͵ ͲͰ͵ͰͶ
ʹ͵.ͶͱͰʹͶͶ ʹͳͰͶ
͵͵.Ͳ͵Ͳͳ ͶͱͲͲͰ
ͶͶ.ͳͷʹ͵ ͱʹʹʹͲ

-ͱ ͲͱͲͱ

Waves: This information is available since ͲͰͰͲ (wave S) and will be provided for every
second year.
The variable gh_nbs is calculated as a z-transformed scale.
Matthias Nübling, Hanfried H. Andersen, Axel Mühlbacher, Jürgen Schupp, and Gert G.
Wagner (Ͷʹʹͻ): Computation of Standard Values for Physical and Mental Health Scale
Scores Using the SOEP Version of SF͵ͶvͶ. Schmollers Jahrbuch, Vol. ͵Ͷͻ(͵), ͵ͻ͵-͵ͼͶ.
Formore information, contact:MarkusM.Grabka (Tel. +ʹ-ͳͰ-ͷ-ͳͳ /mgrabka@diw.de)

vt_nbs – Vitality (NBS)

ͲͶ.ͲͱͳͶ͵ ͷͳͲͳ
ͳͷ.ͷͶͷͰͷ͵ ͲͷͶ
ʹ.ͷͱͲͷʹ Ͷ͵Ͳ͵
͵.Ͷ͵ʹͳ ʹʹͱͱͲ
ͷͰ.ͶͰʹͲͰͲ ͵ͷͷ

-ͱ ͲͱͲͱ

Waves: This information is available since ͲͰͰͲ (wave S) and will be provided for every
second year.
The variable vt_nbs is calculated as a z-transformed scale.
Matthias Nübling, Hanfried H. Andersen, Axel Mühlbacher, Jürgen Schupp, and Gert G.
Wagner (Ͷʹʹͻ): Computation of Standard Values for Physical and Mental Health Scale
Scores Using the SOEP Version of SF͵ͶvͶ. Schmollers Jahrbuch, Vol. ͵Ͷͻ(͵), ͵ͻ͵-͵ͼͶ.
Formore information, contact:MarkusM.Grabka (Tel. +ʹ-ͳͰ-ͷ-ͳͳ /mgrabka@diw.de)

sf_nbs – Social Functioning (NBS)

ͱʹ.ͶͲʹͰͷ ͱͶʹͷ
Ͳ͵.ͲͱͰ ͷʹͳͱ
ͳ͵.Ͱ͵ͱͱ ͲͰͳʹͰ
ʹͶ.͵ͱͲ͵ͱͶ ͳͲͲͳͷ
͵ͷ.ͱͱͲͲͱ Ͳͷͱ

-ͱ ͲͱͲͱ
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Waves: This information is available since ͲͰͰͲ (wave S) and will be provided for every
second year.
The variable sf_nbs is calculated as a z-transformed scale.
Matthias Nübling, Hanfried H. Andersen, Axel Mühlbacher, Jürgen Schupp, and Gert G.
Wagner (Ͷʹʹͻ): Computation of Standard Values for Physical and Mental Health Scale
Scores Using the SOEP Version of SF͵ͶvͶ. Schmollers Jahrbuch, Vol. ͵Ͷͻ(͵), ͵ͻ͵-͵ͼͶ.
Formore information, contact:MarkusM.Grabka (Tel. +ʹ-ͳͰ-ͷ-ͳͳ /mgrabka@diw.de)

re_nbs – Role Emotional (NBS)

ͱͳ.ͳͳͷͰ ͱͰͷ͵
ͱ.ͳͰͶʹ ͳ͵Ͷ
Ͳʹ.͵Ͳͳʹ ʹ͵Ͱͷ
ͳͰ.ͱͱͶͳͳͱ ͳʹͲ
ͳ͵.ͷͰͱͷͱ ͱ͵ͷͲͱ
ʹͱ.ͳͰͲͰͱͳ ʹͶ͵
ʹͶ.ʹ͵͵ ͲͶͰ͵
͵Ͳ.ʹͷͶ ͲͳͶ
͵.ͰͰ͵ͳͶ ͷͷ͵ͳͲ

-ͱ ͲͱͲͱ

Waves: This information is available since ͲͰͰͲ (wave S) and will be provided for every
second year.
The variable re_nbs is calculated as a z-transformed scale.
Matthias Nübling, Hanfried H. Andersen, Axel Mühlbacher, Jürgen Schupp, and Gert G.
Wagner (Ͷʹʹͻ): Computation of Standard Values for Physical and Mental Health Scale
Scores Using the SOEP Version of SF͵ͶvͶ. Schmollers Jahrbuch, Vol. ͵Ͷͻ(͵), ͵ͻ͵-͵ͼͶ.
Formore information, contact:MarkusM.Grabka (Tel. +ʹ-ͳͰ-ͷ-ͳͳ /mgrabka@diw.de)

mh_nbs – Mental Health (NBS)

ͱ.ͷͳͱͳͱʹ ͵Ͱ
Ͳ͵.ͳͷͱͲ ͱͷͶͰ
ͳͱ.ʹʹͳͰ ͵ͶͶ
ͳ.Ͱ͵ͰͰ ͱͶͷͱ
ʹʹ.ͱ͵ͷͳͰͳ ͲͲͲͷ
͵Ͱ.ͲͶͳͰͲ ͳͱͱ͵Ͳ
͵Ͷ.ͳͷͰͲͶ ͳͶ͵ʹ
ͶͲ.ʹͷͶͷ͵ ͱ͵ʹ
Ͷ.͵ͳͲ ͷ͵ͷͳ

-ͱ ͲͱͲͱ

Waves: This information is available since ͲͰͰͲ (wave S) and will be provided for every
second year.
The variable mh_nbs is calculated as a z-transformed scale.
Matthias Nübling, Hanfried H. Andersen, Axel Mühlbacher, Jürgen Schupp, and Gert G.
Wagner (Ͷʹʹͻ): Computation of Standard Values for Physical and Mental Health Scale
Scores Using the SOEP Version of SF͵ͶvͶ. Schmollers Jahrbuch, Vol. ͵Ͷͻ(͵), ͵ͻ͵-͵ͼͶ.
Formore information, contact:MarkusM.Grabka (Tel. +ʹ-ͳͰ-ͷ-ͳͳ /mgrabka@diw.de)
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bmi – Body-Mass-Index

ͱͱ.ͰͷͲ͵ʹͲͲͳͶ Ͳ
ͱͱ.ͶͲͰͰͰͲ͵ͳʹ ͱ
ͱͲ.ͱͲͳͷͲͷ Ͳ

ͱͲ.ʹͰͰͰͳͲͰʹͳʹͶ ͱ
ͱͲ.͵͵ͰͶʹͱʹͱ͵ ͱ
ͱͲ.͵ͰͰͰͰͱ͵Ͳ͵ͷ Ͳ
ͱͲ.ͷͰͱͰͰͰͲͱͳͶͲͳ ͱ

ͱͲ.͵͵ʹͶ͵ʹͲ ͱ
ͱͲ.ͱͳͰͰͰͱͰͶͱͱ͵ ͱ
ͱͲ.͵ʹͲͳͷͰͶͱ ͱ
ͱͳ.ͰͳͱͰͰͰͱͳͷͳͲͱ ͱ
ͱͳ.ͲͱͰͰͰͱͳͷͳͲͱ ͱ
ͱͳ.ͲʹʹͷʹͱͲͱ ͱ
ͱͳ.ͳͶʹͷͷͱͱͱͲ ͵

ͱͳ.ͳ͵ͰͰͰͲͲͱ ͱ
... (ͳͷͰ rows omitted) ͱ͵͵Ͷͷ͵

ͶͲ.͵ Ͳ
Ͷͳ.ͱͲͳͰͰͱͰͶͳͲ ͱ
Ͷͳ.ͲͱͰͰͰͳͶͶͲͱͰ ͱ

Ͷͳ.ͶͲ͵ ͱ
Ͷͳ.ʹͰͰͱͱ͵ͶͶ ͱ

Ͷʹ.͵ͶͶͰͰͱͲͰ ͱ
Ͷʹ.Ͷ͵ʹͷͷͲͶ ͱ
Ͷʹ.ͷͶͷͰͷͰͳͱͲ͵ ͱ
Ͷ͵.ͷʹͰͷͳͱʹʹ͵ͳͱ ͱ

Ͷͷ.ͲͰͲͰͰͳʹͷͰͰͳ ͱ
ͷͳ.Ͱʹ͵ͷͶͱͶͲ ͱ
ͷͳ.ʹͶͱͷ͵ͳ ͱ
ͷͶ.ͲͰͰͰͰͱͳͱͰ͵͵ ͱ

-ͱ ͱ͵ͳ͵
-͵ ͱʹͶͱ

Waves: This information is available since ͲͰͰͲ (wave S) and will be provided for every
second year.
The variable BMI represents the Body-Mass-Index of the respondents. It is calculated from
the variables BWEIGHT and HEIGHT by the formula BMI=BWEIGHT/(HEIGHT)**Ͳ.
Formore information, contact:MarkusM.Grabka (Tel. +ʹ-ͳͰ-ͷ-ͳͳ /mgrabka@diw.de)

height – Body Height In cm

ͱͰͷ ͱ
ͱͱͲ ͱ
ͱͱͶ Ͳ
ͱͱͷ ͳ
ͱͱ ͱ
ͱͲͰ ʹ
ͱͲ͵ Ͳ
ͱͲͶ ͱ
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ͱͲͷ ͱ
ͱͳͰ ͳ
ͱͳͱ ͵
ͱͳͲ Ͳ
ͱͳ͵ Ͳ
ͱͳͷ Ͳ
ͱͳ ͵
... (ͶͰ rows omitted) ͱ͵Ͷʹ

ͱ ͳͱ
ͲͰͰ ͱͱͲ
ͲͰͱ ͲͲ
ͲͰͲ ͲͲ
ͲͰͳ ͳͳ
ͲͰʹ ͲͰ
ͲͰ͵ Ͳʹ
ͲͰͶ ͱ
ͲͰͷ ͵
ͲͰ Ͷ
ͲͰ ͱ
ͲͱͰ ͳ
Ͳͱͷ Ͳ
-ͱ 
-͵ ͱʹʹͳ

Waves: This information is available since ͲͰͰͲ (wave S) and will be provided for every
second year.
The variable HEIGHT represents the body Height of the respondents in cm which is di-
rectly asked in every second year since ͲͰͰͲ (Wave S). The corresponding variable can
be found in the $P-file (for teenagers who has responded to the Youth-questionnaire the
respective information was surveyed the first time in ͲͰͰͶ wave W and can be found in
the $PAGEͱͷ- files).
In contrast to the $P/$PAGEͱͷ-variable the variableHEIGHT is editedwith respect to item-
nonresponse and outliers.
In case of item-nonresponsemissing values are imputed by themost recent existing value.
It is assumed that for a two-year-period a change of body height of more than ͱͰ cm is
implausible if the values of the other observation years differ only in a range of at most Ͳ
cm. Thus the respective information is imputed by the average of the other values of the
respondent.
Formore information, contact:MarkusM.Grabka (Tel. +ʹ-ͳͰ-ͷ-ͳͳ /mgrabka@diw.de)

fheight – Imputation Flag For Height$$

Ͱ [Ͱ] No Imputation Ͱ ͱͶͱͱͲ
ͱ [ͱ] Imputed Or Edited ͱ ͳͰ͵
-ͱ [-ͱ] No Answer Ͱ
-Ͳ [-Ͳ] Does not apply Ͱ
-ͳ [-ͳ] Answer improbable Ͱ
-ʹ [-ʹ] Inadmissible multiple response Ͱ
-͵ [-͵] Not included in this version of the questionnaire Ͱ
-Ͷ [-Ͷ] Version of questionnaire with modified filtering Ͱ
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Waves: This information is available since ͲͰͰͲ (wave S) and will be provided for every
second year.
The variable FHEIGHT$$ designates imputations of item-nonresponse respectively edited
values in the variable HEIGHT.
Formore information, contact:MarkusM.Grabka (Tel. +ʹ-ͳͰ-ͷ-ͳͳ /mgrabka@diw.de)

weight – Weight in kg

ͲͲ ͱ
ͳͰ ʹ
ͳͲ ͵
ͳͳ ͱ
ͳʹ ͵
ͳ͵ ͱͳ
ͳͶ 
ͳͷ 
ͳ ͱ
ͳ ͱͶ
ʹͰ ͳ
ʹͱ Ͳ͵
ʹͲ ͷ͵
ʹͳ ͵
ʹʹ ͱ
... (ͱͲʹ rows omitted) ͱ͵͵Ͳ͵ͱ

ͱͷͳ ͱ
ͱͷ͵ ʹ
ͱͰ ͱͲ
ͱ͵ Ͳ
ͱͰ ʹ
ͱ͵ Ͳ
ͲͰͰ ͷ
ͲͱͰ ͱ
Ͳͱͷ ͱ
ͲͲ͵ Ͳ
ͲͳͰ ͱ
Ͳ͵Ͱ ͱ
-ͱ ͱ͵ͱͲ
-ͳ ͱͱ
-͵ ͱʹ͵Ͷ

Waves: This information is available since ͲͰͰͲ (wave S) and will be provided for every
second year.
The variable BWEIGHT represents the body weight of the respondents in kg which is
directly asked in every second year since ͲͰͰͲ (Wave S). The corresponding variable can
be found in the $P-file (for teenagers who has responded to the Youth-questionnaire the
respective information was surveyed the first time in ͲͰͰͶ wave W and can be found in
the $PAGEͱͷ- files).
In contrast to the $P/$PAGEͱͷ-variable the variable BWEIGHT is edited with respect out-
liers but not imputed for item-nonresponse.
It is assumed that for a two-year-period a change of body weight of more than ͳ͵ kg is
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implausible if the values of the other observation years differ only in a range of at most ͷ
kg. Thus the respective information is imputed by the average of the other values of the
respondent.
Formore information, contact:MarkusM.Grabka (Tel. +ʹ-ͳͰ-ͷ-ͳͳ /mgrabka@diw.de)

fweight – Imputation Flag For Weight$$

Ͱ [Ͱ] No Imputation Ͱ ͱͶͶͱͷ
ͱ [ͱ] Imputed Or Edited ͱ Ͳ͵Ͱ
-ͱ [-ͱ] No Answer Ͱ
-Ͳ [-Ͳ] Does not apply Ͱ
-ͳ [-ͳ] Answer improbable Ͱ
-ʹ [-ʹ] Inadmissible multiple response Ͱ
-͵ [-͵] Not included in this version of the questionnaire Ͱ
-Ͷ [-Ͷ] Version of questionnaire with modified filtering Ͱ

Waves: This information is available since ͲͰͰͲ (wave S) and will be provided for every
second year.
The variable FWEIGHT$$ designates imputations of item-nonresponse respectively edited
values in the variable BWEIGHT.
Formore information, contact:MarkusM.Grabka (Tel. +ʹ-ͳͰ-ͷ-ͳͳ /mgrabka@diw.de)
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