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Abstract 

Ethnic and migration processes in Russia after the collapse of 
The Soviet Union have significantly changed the ethnic composition 
of major Russian cities. On the one hand, we see continuing of 
assimilation of most national communities which historically lived in 
the largest Russian cities (Ukrainians, Belarusians, Tatars, Jews etc.). 
On the other hand, the increased influx of migrants from the Republic 
of former Soviet Union led to the formation of new large ethnic 
communities. The paper deals with the transformation of the ethnic 
population structure of Russian cities on the example of St. 
Petersburg. Although St. Petersburg has five million inhabitants and 
national minorities accounts less than 8 percent in the population, this 
figure is increasing. In contrast to the situation 25 years ago, today we 
can see the areas where the concentration of different ethnic diasporas 
is significantly different from the mean value of the city. Thus, there 
are quite clearly distinguished areas where the prevalence of a 
particular ethnic group is significant. But on the contrary, there are 
areas where some ethnic groups almost completely absent. Since St. 
Petersburg is observed as a combination of more than hundred 
municipalities, all patterns can be seen quite clearly in a spatial aspect.  
And the phenomenon of spatial heterogeneity of resettlement of ethnic 
groups in St. Petersburg is the subject of the paper. 

Key w o r d s: St. Petersburg, ethnos, national diasporas, municipalities, 
ethnic localization ratio, territorial concentration, settlement. 

 

The main goal and a purpose of this study is an analysis of the ethnic 
composition of the population in St. Petersburg, one of the largest cities in 
Russian Federation. And there are two questions to answer^ 

1) How ethnic composition of the population in St. Petersburg has changed 
during last decades?  

2) How different ethnic groups are divided across different districts of St. 
Petersburg and if there are any specificity in this process? 



The study relied on the official information obtained from the 1989 
Census and the 2010 Census. 

In 1989 more than 89% of the citizens of St. Petersburg identified 
themselves as Russians. Among other ethnic groups, the most important were 
Ukrainians, Jews, Belarusians and Tatars. In 2010 Russians make up more than 
92% of the persons answered about their nationality. (Around 13% of 
correspondents did not answer about their nationality). However, proportion of 
other ethnic groups has been changed significantly. Thus  percentage of 
Ukrainians and Belarusians was reduced more than twice,  percentage of Jews 
was reduced 4 times, percentage of Tatars and other ethnic groups of Volga 
region was reduced twice as well. A reason for such changes is  assimilation 
process  goes faster in large cities. 

At the same time, percentage of the ethnic population from Caucasus 
(Armenians, Azerbaijanis etc.) increased by one and a half from 1989 to 2010.  
population of St. Petersburg represented by nationals of the central Asia 
(Uzbeks, Tadjiks, Kirgiz etc.) is doubled over the same period. According to the 
official data Uzbeks community increased by two and half, while Tadjik 
Diasporas increased by 6 times. A reason for such dynamic is the attractiveness 
of St. Petersburg for migrants from other regions of Russian Federation and 
abroad. Among ten most important ethnic groups currently presented in St. 
Petersburg (excluding Russians), eight are nationalities of former Soviet Union 
Republics. (Table 1) 

Table 1. Main Ethnic Groups in St. Petersburg  

Ethnic group  

1989 2010 Difference 
1989-2010 
(1989=1) 

Number of 
persons Percentage Number of 

persons Percentage 

Russian 4.448.884 89.21 3.908.753 92.48 0.879 

Ukrainians 150.982 3,03 64.446 1.52 0.427 

Belarusians 93.564 1.88 38.136 0.90 0.408 

Jews 106.142 2.13 24.132 0.57 0.227 

Tatars 43.997 0.88 30.857 0.73 0.701 

Moldovans 5.390 0.11 7.200 0.17 1.336 

From the Central 
Asia: 21.968 0.44 41.046 0.97 1.868 



Uzbek 7.927 0.16 20.345 0.48 2.567 

Tajiks 1.917 0.04 12.072 0.29 6.297 

Kirghiz 2.763 0.06 3.289 0.08 1.190 

 Kazakhs 6.331 0.13 3.349 0.08 0.529 

Turkmen 1.360 0.03 1.469 0.03 1.080 

From Caucasus:* 32.481 0.65 49.128 1.16 1.513 

Armenians 12.070 0.24 19.971 0.47 1.655 

Azerbaijanis 11.804 0.24 17.717 0.42 1.501 

Georgians 7.804 0.16 8.274 0.20 1.060 

Persons answered 
about their 
nationality 

4.986.905 100.00 4.226.739 100.00 0.848 

 

The geographical distribution of ethnic minority groups across the city 
changed during last two decades. The 1989 Census covered ethnic composition 
of the population across only 18 districts of St. Petersburg and three closest sub-
areas. In all these districts the ethnic composition of the population was more or 
less equal. The 2010 Census, which provided information about citizens of St. 
Petersburg across 111 municipal districts, revoked a difference in ethnic 
composition of the population of these municipal districts. 

As an indicator of irregularity in spatial distribution of population among 
different ethnic groups, we use a coefficient (index) of ethnic concentration “K”. 

Ki = (Pi / Ni) / (P / N) 

The coefficient “K” is the ratio between a number of representatives of 
the ethnic group in a particular municipal district   related to the population in 
this municipal district and a number of representatives of the ethnic group 
related to total population of the city. In theory a coefficient of ethnic 
concentration could vary between “0” and infinity, however in reality it will 
never exceed two-digit numbers. In case when “K” is equal to “1”, the presence 
of the ethnic group in a particular municipal district is not different from its 
average index in the city. A coefficient equal to “0” means that the 
representatives of the ethnic group are not settled in the district.  When a 
coefficient “K” exceeds “1” the concentration of the ethnic group in a particular 
district is higher than the average index across the city (as much as the 
coefficient is). 



If we take a look at the ten most important ethnic groups present in St. 
Petersburg – Ukrainians, Belarusians, Tatars, Jews, Uzbeks, Armenians, 
Azerbaijanis, Tajiks, Georgians, Moldovans, we’ll see the very different 
division of their settlement priority across the city. 

The calculating of the “Ki” index allowed us to create few maps 
(schemes) which could show us how these groups are divided across different 
districts of St. Petersburg. We may see a difference depending of the ethnic 
group. The three ethnic groups, which are divided across the city in most 
irregular way, are as follows: Tajiks, Uzbeks and Moldovans. These groups are 
concentrated mostly in northern part of the city. In some district, the 
concentration of these groups is 5 and even 10 times higher than the average 
index across the city. (Figures 1, 2, 3) 

Figure 1. Residential Concentration of Uzbeks in St. Petersburg, 2010  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Figure 2. Residential Concentration of Tajiks in St. Petersburg, 2010  

 
Figure 3. Residential Concentration of Moldovans in St. Petersburg, 2010  

 



The ethnic groups from Caucasus are settled differently. The most evenly 
divided is the Armenian Diaspora. The concentration of this group is different 
from the average index across the city only in 11 municipal districts (where the 
difference is more than 2). (Figure 4) 

Figure 4. Residential Concentration of Armenians in St. Petersburg, 2010  

 
A similar division we can be observe among Azerbaijanis Diasporas. 

(Figure 5) 

Unlikely Azerbaijanis and Armenians, the Georgian community is 
concentrated mainly in the central districts of St. Petersburg. Around 25% of the 
Georgian community reside in 3 historical districts of St. Petersburg (only 10% 
of all St. Petersburg citizens live in these historical parts of the city). In 11 of 17 
central municipal districts of St. Petersburg, the coefficient “K” for Georgian 
population is 2 times higher than the average index across the city. (Figure 6) 

Jews population is settled quite irregularly. This ethnic group is mainly 
concentrated in the central part of the city and in the most prestigious residential 
districts. The density of Jews population in the southern sub areas of the city is 
very low or equal to “0”. (Figure 7) 

The Ukrainians, Tatars and Belarusians are divided across St. Petersburg 
more evenly than all ethnic groups mentioned above. So the schemes of their 
settlement are not significant. 



Figure 5.Residential Concentration of Azerbaijanis in St. Petersburg, 2010 

 
Figure 6. Residential Concentration of Georgians in St. Petersburg, 2010  

 



Figure 7. Residential Concentration of Jews in St. Petersburg, 2010  

 
Consequently, we can detect several types of municipal districts 

depending on their attractiveness for the ethnic groups. The municipal districts 
with high concentration of the ethnic groups are related to the first type, the 
districts with low number of ethnic groups’ concentration are related to the sixth 
type. (Figure 8) 

Figure 8. District Attractiveness for the different Ethnic Groups 

 



Based on the results of our study we can make the following conclusion: 

1) Since last 25 years the structure of St. Petersburg’s population was 
modified significantly. While domination of Russian population is 
constant, the number and proportion of other ethnic groups in St. 
Petersburg changed many times. This is caused by two reasons: a) the 
continuous process of the cultural assimilation of different ethnic groups 
Russian Federation but also Ukrainians and Belarusians; b) intensive 
migration of population from Central Asia and Caucasus.   

2) The change in presence of ethnic minorities followed by the change of 
spatial distribution of population across the city. The 2010 census 
revealed inconsistence in resettlement of many ethnic groups in the city. It 
is still prematurely to speak about ethnic ghettos in St. Petersburg in the 
same sense as in largest cities of Europe and North America. However, 
the selectiveness in the choice of the place of settlement is inherent to 
many ethnic Diasporas in Russian Federation.  In some municipal districts 
of St. Petersburg the concentration of the ethnic Diasporas is 3-6times 
higher than the average index in the city. (Table 2) 
 

Table 2. The Spatial Distribution of Population among different Ethnic  
Groups, 2010. 

Ethnic 
Group 

Number of municipal Districts with respective 
coefficient of ethnic concentration  

(average for St. Petersburg = 1) 
Average 
linear 
deviation less than 

0.2 0.2-0.5 0.5-2.0 2.0-5.0 more than 5.0 

Ukrainians 0 2 103 3 0 0.26 

Belarusians 0 2 105 1 0 0.23 

Tatars 0 1 104 3 0 0.24 

Jews 10 19 70 9 0 0.57 

Uzbeks 6 26 61 9 6 1.39 

Tajiks 12 35 49 7 5 1.10 

Armenians 0 4 97 6 1 0.44 

Azerbaijanis 3 10 92 3 0 0.36 

Georgians 2 15 77 14 0 0.52 

Moldovans 2 22 70 9 5 0.89 



3) Among the 10 most important ethnic groups of St. Petersburg three are 
divided across the city in the most irregular way: Tajiks, Uzbeks and 
Moldovans. The highest concentration of ethnic groups can be observed 
in the northern districts of the city. The presence of all ethnic groups in 
the southern sub areas of the city is very low. 

4) The spatial distribution of population among the different ethnic groups 
has certain correlation. Thus the migrants from different  countries of  
Central Asia (Uzbeks, Tadjik) are stick together and reside in the same 
districts (coefficient of correlation is 0.89) while Ukrainians, Belarusians 
and Moldovans do not show the same dependency in choice of residence 
place (coefficient of correlation is 0.4-0.6). The correlation of Caucasus 
Diasporas, Tatars and Jews with other ethnic groups is very low 
(coefficient is less than 0.4) or does not exist at all. (Table 3) 
 

Table 3. Coefficient of Correlation between different Ethnic Groups 2010.  
Ethnic 

Group 
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Ukrainians 
 

0.401 - 0.195 0.205 0.386 0.171 0.595 - 0.004 0.043 - 0.130 

Belarusians   
 

- 0.148 - 0.070 0.318 0.273 0.511 0.128 - 0.220 - 0.082 

Azerbaijanis   
  

0.161 0.126 0.110 - 0.023 - 0.111 0.035 - 0.083 

Armenians   
 

  0.184 0.144 0.508 0.219 0.021 - 0.089 

Uzbeks   
    

0.890 0.432 - 0.049 - 0.025 - 0.160 

Tajiks   
     

0.299 - 0.009 - 0.040 - 0.176 

Moldovans   
      

0.053 - 0.143 - 0.229 

Tatars   
       

0.069 0.301 

Georgians   
        

0.375 

Jews           

 

The analysis of the spatial distribution of population among most important 
ethnic groups in St. Petersburg gives us a reason to speak about the beginning of 
a process of ethnic residential segregation. Comparing to the largest European 
and North American cities, territorial concentration of the ethnic groups in St. 
Petersburg is not very significant. Contrary to Paris, London or New York there 
are no districts in St. Petersburg where a particular ethnic Diasporas could be 
considered as dominant, however it is very likely that ethnic enclaves will 
appear in the city in near future.  



In this study we did not considering reasons and consequences of this 
process but no doubts it is important to look at them for further urban life 
planning. 
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