
Kocka, Jürgen

Book Review  —  Digitized Version
[Rezension] Klara van Eyll: Voraussetzungen und Entwicklungslinien
von Wirtschaftsarchiven bis zum Zweiten Weltkrieg. Köln: Rheinisch-
Westfälisches Wirtschaftsarchiv, 1969

Business history review

Provided in Cooperation with:
WZB Berlin Social Science Center

Suggested Citation: Kocka, Jürgen (1972) : [Rezension] Klara van Eyll: Voraussetzungen und
Entwicklungslinien von Wirtschaftsarchiven bis zum Zweiten Weltkrieg. Köln: Rheinisch-
Westfälisches Wirtschaftsarchiv, 1969, Business history review, ISSN 0007-6805, Cambridge
University Press, Cambridge, Vol. 46, Iss. 1, pp. 136-137

This Version is available at:
https://hdl.handle.net/10419/122581

Standard-Nutzungsbedingungen:

Die Dokumente auf EconStor dürfen zu eigenen wissenschaftlichen
Zwecken und zum Privatgebrauch gespeichert und kopiert werden.

Sie dürfen die Dokumente nicht für öffentliche oder kommerzielle
Zwecke vervielfältigen, öffentlich ausstellen, öffentlich zugänglich
machen, vertreiben oder anderweitig nutzen.

Sofern die Verfasser die Dokumente unter Open-Content-Lizenzen
(insbesondere CC-Lizenzen) zur Verfügung gestellt haben sollten,
gelten abweichend von diesen Nutzungsbedingungen die in der dort
genannten Lizenz gewährten Nutzungsrechte.

Terms of use:

Documents in EconStor may be saved and copied for your personal
and scholarly purposes.

You are not to copy documents for public or commercial purposes, to
exhibit the documents publicly, to make them publicly available on the
internet, or to distribute or otherwise use the documents in public.

If the documents have been made available under an Open Content
Licence (especially Creative Commons Licences), you may exercise
further usage rights as specified in the indicated licence.

https://www.econstor.eu/
https://www.zbw.eu/
http://www.zbw.eu/
https://hdl.handle.net/10419/122581
https://www.econstor.eu/
https://www.leibniz-gemeinschaft.de/


 

WZB-Open Access Digitalisate 

WZB-Open Access digital copies 

 
Das nachfolgende Dokument wurde zum Zweck der kostenfreien Onlinebereitstellung 
digitalisiert am Wissenschaftszentrum Berlin für Sozialforschung gGmbH (WZB). 
Das WZB verfügt über die entsprechenden Nutzungsrechte. Sollten Sie sich durch die 
Onlineveröffentlichung des Dokuments wider Erwarten dennoch in Ihren Rechten 
verletzt sehen, kontaktieren Sie bitte das WZB postalisch oder per E-Mail:  
Wissenschaftszentrum Berlin für Sozialforschung gGmbH 
Bibliothek und wissenschaftliche Information 
Reichpietschufer 50 
D-10785 Berlin 
E-Mail: bibliothek@wzb.eu 

 
The following document was digitized at the Berlin Social Science Center (WZB) in 
order to make it publicly available online. 
The WZB has the corresponding rights of use. If, against all possibility, you consider 
your rights to be violated by the online publication of this document, please contact 
the WZB by sending a letter or an e-mail to: 
Berlin Social Science Center (WZB) 
Library and Scientific Information 
Reichpietschufer 50 
D-10785 Berlin 
e-mail: bibliothek@wzb.eu
 
 
 
 
 
Digitalisierung und Bereitstellung dieser Publikation erfolgten im Rahmen des Retrodigitalisierungs-
projektes OOA 1000+. Weitere Informationen zum Projekt und eine Liste der ca. 1 500 digitalisierten Texte 
sind unter http://www.wzb.eu/de/bibliothek/serviceangebote/open-access/oa-1000 verfügbar. 
 
This text was digitizing and published online as part of the digitizing-project OOA 1000+.  
More about the project as well as a list of all the digitized documents (ca. 1 500) can be found at 
http://www.wzb.eu/en/library/services/open-access/oa-1000. 
 



VORAUSSETZUNGEN UND ENTWICKLUNGSLINIEN VON 
WIRTSCHAFTSARCHIVEN BIS ZUM ZWEITEN WELTKRIEG- 
By Klara van Eyll. (Schriften zur rheinisch-westfälischen Wirtschafts­
geschichte, Bd. 20). Köln ( Rheinisch-Westfälisches Wirtschaftsarchiv) 
1969, Pp. 224. DM 19.

Reviewed by Jürgen Kocka 
Wissenschaftlicher Assistent in History 

University of Münster

The author thoroughly describes the development of ten business and 
economic archives in Germany, Switzerland and the Netherlands from 
their origins between 1904 and 1914 to 1938-39. None of them was 
affiliated with single firms —  the corporation archives developing in Ger­
many since 1904 are excluded from this study. They were mostly initia­
ted and sponsored by business institutions (especially by the semi-public 
Industrie-und Handelskammern representing the business interests of 
specific regions) and by academic institutions interested in research and 
teaching economics. The archives collected printed and unprinted 
materials from business associations, chambers of commerce, and single 
firms. Annual reports, memoranda, statutes, papers and files, balance 
sheets, market surveys, statistics, periodicals, newspaper clippings, 
pamphlets, and books are included in their holdings. They have served 
practical purposes of information and public relations. Especially when 
affiliated with institutions of higher learning, they have been used for 
teaching and research. They have been very useful to students of busi­
ness and economic history. In great detail and on the basis of numerous 
published and unpublished sources, Klara van Eyll deals with the founda­
tion, organization, personnel, and partly with the financing, holdings, and 
publications of the Thünenarchiv Rostock; the archives of the Handel­
shochschule Köln (today part of Cologne university); the archives of the 
Hamburgisches Kolonialinstitut (today Welt-Wirtschaftsarchiv Ham­
burg); the archives of the Institut für Weltwirtschaft Kiel; the Rheinisch- 
W estfälisches Wirtschaftsarchiv zu Köln (most thoroughly, including a 
list of its holdings from 1906 through 1939; Südwestdeutsches Wirt­
schaftarchiv Saarbrücken; Archiv für W irtschaftsgeschichte Leipzigs; 
Schweizerisches Wirtschaftsarchiv Basel; Archiv für Handel und Industrie 
der Schweiz, Zürich; and the Nederlandsch Economisch-Historisch 
Ar chief, Den Haag. Students of European business and economic history 
will welcome this book as a useful introduction into the archives they 
might want to visit and as a very fact-oriented, descriptive contribution 
to the history of institutions which form an interesting part of the social 
and economic history of their countries.

Unfortunately, the author does not succeed in analyzing the historical 
causes underlying the foundation of these institutions (although this is 
stated as one of her aims), nor does she really explore their functions for 
business purposes and scholarly development. Even if the sketch of the 
situation in the fields of history and economics in German universities 
around 1900 were more substantial than it is (1 5 -2 2 ), it would not ex­
plain the most influential factor underlying the wave of new economic 
and business archives after 1904: the rising interest of business groups in
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influencing public and academic opinion. When social policy, responsive 
to public expectations, seemed to threaten business interests increasingly, 
when public opinion became influential in determining the outcome of 
the conspicuous labor strife of these years, and when the academic treat­
ment of business and economics (strongly influenced by the reform- 
minded "Socialists of the Chair”) displayed clear anti-business tendencies, 
some German corporations and business groups began to discover the 
importance of public relations. Since German business had much less 
access to the state-run institutions of higher learning than their American 
counterparts, new institutions and techniques had to be developed. The 
new archives —  which certainly reflected other motives as well —  re­
sponded to this need. This decisive connection between business interests 
in a specific historical situation on the one hand and the development of 
business and economic archives and histoiy on the other is barely touched 
upon by this study. Some of the information in the book —  for example 
on R. Ehrenberg (23-25 ) and on die initiative of the Düsseldorf Handel- 
skammer ( 178) —  can only be explained in this context. The author fails 
to take notice of important available information on this subject (for ex­
ample in books by L. Brentano, R. Woldt, H. Kaelble) . Further, she does 
not analyze the resulting methodological and political conflicts among 
scholars (e.g. Ehrenberg vs. Schmoller), nor between some scholars and 
some business representatives. (This context of the origins of German 
business history has been well discussed by D. Lindenlàub, "Finnengeschi- 
chte und Sozialpolitik,” in Festschrift W. Treue, München, 1969, 272- 
285.) The study remains, nevertheless, an important, industrious and 
solid contribution offering plenty of new information which will be in­
dispensable for a more analytical treatment of the topic within its larger 
economic, social, and general historical context.

* *  «
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