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Abstract

The incidence and efficiency losses of taxes have usually been analysed in isolation from
public expenditures. This negligence of the expenditure side may imply a serious
misperception of the effects of marginal tax rates. The reason is that part of the marginal tax
may in fact be payment for publicly provided goods and reflects a cost that the consumers
should bear in order to face the proper incentives. Hence, part of the marginal tax serves the
same role as a market price in the sense that it conveys information about a real social cost of
working more hours.

We develop this idea formally by studying an optimal income tax model in combination with
a type of public provision scheme not analyzed before; the provision level is individualized
and positively associated with the individua’s labor supply. As examples we discuss child
care, elderly care, primary education and heath care. We show that there is a gain in
efficiency where public provision of such a service replaces market purchases. We also show
that it is necessary for efficiency that marginal income tax rates are higher than in economies
where the services are purchased in the market. This is because the optimal tax should be
designed so as to face the taxpayers with the real cost of providing the services. Hence, it
might very well be that economies with higher marginal tax rates have less severe distortions
than economies with lower marginal tax rates.
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1. Introduction

Why does the Bumble Bee fly? It is a common saying that according to the laws of aero
dynamics the Bumble Bee can’t fly. The wings are too small in relation to the weight of the
body. Still it does fly! The parallel in economics might be: Why does the Swedish economy
function? It has the highest marginal tax rates in the world, and, according to standard
economic theory, the distortions would severely hamper the economy. Some would say that
the Swedish economy ought to collapse because of the high taxes. Still, the Swedish economy
functions very well and outperforms many economies nurturing substantially lower marginal
tax rates.

Clearly, if a version of aero-dynamic theory predicts that the Bumble Bee can’t fly,
something important is missing in that theory. Likewise, if a version of economic theory
predicts that high marginal taxes necessarily imply damaging distortions and poor economic
performance, something is missing in that theory. What we will argue in this article is that if
there is public provision of private goods, then, for reasons explained below, a substantial part
of the marginal income tax will be nondistortionary.

There is a long standing interest in quantifying the deadweight losses of taxation.
Harberger’s work in the sixties laid the foundations for a first generation of empirical studies.’
A second generation of empirical work was inspired by Feldstein in the mid nineties.> More
recently, Prescott (2002, 2004) has argued that high (marginal) taxes severely affect the
performance of an economy. The common view seems to be that marginal income taxes are
purely distortive. However, as shown below, under certain conditions, a substantial portion of
the marginal income tax faced by individuals is nondistortive. This part of the marginal
income tax should not enter the calculations when computing the deadweight loss of a tax.
We believe one important reason why the Swedish economy performs so well although it has
very high marginal tax rates is that a substantial portion of those tax rates is nondistortionary.

The reason why part of the marginal tax is nondistortive is that it is a payment for
publicly provided goods/services and reflects a cost that the consumers should bear in order to

face the right incentives. That is, marginal tax rates sometimes play the same role as prices in

* See for example Harberger (1962, 1964). In many cases the estimated welfare losses were surprisingly small.

® See Feldstein (1995, 1999). Feldstein argued that previous studies had neglected many important margins that
are distorted by taxes. By estimating how total taxable income reacts to changes in the marginal tax one would
be able to capture distortions of all relevant margins. Feldstein’s own estimates indicated large welfare losses
whereas many later studies arrived at estimates of the welfare loss that was larger than those obtained in pre-
Feldstein studies, but considerably lower than the estimates obtained by Feldstein (Gruber and Saez, 2002, Saez,
2003, Kopczuk, 2005). See also Chetty (2008) for a recent re-assessment of the taxable income elasticity as the
correct measure of excess burden in the presence of evasion and avoidance.



the sense that they convey information on resource costs. The part of the tax that reflects a
real cost of working is nondistortionary.

Public provision of private goods is common in all developed countries and often is
of the order of 20-30% of GDP. Previous contributions have usually considered public
provision schemes that furnish each consumer with the same fixed quantity.® In this paper we
address another type of public provision scheme not analyzed before, although being
empirically important.” The provision level is individualized and positively associated with
the individual’s hours of work. In section 6, where we discuss specific examples, we will
argue that several important public provision schemes are of a form such that provision levels
are individualized and positively related to hours of work.

There is a small, related literature addressing how taxes and public spending affect
labor supply (Ragan, 2006, Rogerson, 2007). Rogerson uses a labor supply model with taxes
and public expenditures to explain differences in market work across the US, Continental
Europe and Scandinavia. He argues that differences in the spending patterns of governments
can account for the large labor supply in Scandinavia in spite of high taxes. In Scandinavia a
larger portion of public expenditures is devoted to provision of family services, child care,
elderly care, or, in general, transfers that are conditional on working. While Rogerson and we
both emphasise the need to consider how tax revenues are being spent, our concern is the
extent to which marginal taxes are distortionary whereas Rogerson focuses on explaining
labor supply. Ragan’s message is very similar to that of Rogerson but she uses more detailed
data for a larger number of countries to show the combined effects of taxes and public
spending on labor supply and welfare.

Inspired by the distinction originally made by Olson (1982) between “encompassing
organizations” and “narrow distributional coalitions”, Summers et al. (1993) put forward a
different explanation why labor taxes may be less distortionary and therefore higher in some
countries, including Scandinavia. Their argument is that in these countries labor supply is to a
larger extent determined collectively in settings where the decision makers internalize the
labor supply effects on government revenue. While the argument may be of some interest, we

believe that it tends to overstate the “corporatist” nature and understate the flexibility of the

® See, for example, Blomquist and Christiansen (1995), Boadway and Marchand (1995), Cremer and Gahvari
(1997), Balestrino (2000) and Pirttil4 and Tuomala (2002).

" We want to emphasize that what we study in this paper is public provision, i.e. publicly financed goods.
Whether the goods are privately or publicly produced does not matter for our analysis.



Scandinavian labor markets, but a further discussion is beyond the scope of the present
paper.?

As a vehicle for our analysis we will use an extension of the Stern (1982) and Stiglitz
(1982) two-type version of Mirrlees’ optimal income tax model (Mirrlees (1971)). A non-
linear redistributive income tax is imposed under the assumption that knowledge of who is
high-skilled and who is low-skilled is private information not available to the government.
The tax schedule must then be designed subject to the self-selection constraint ensuring that a
high-skilled person does not select an income point intended for a low-skilled person. If he
were to, we would refer to his behaviour as mimicking. If the high-skilled person were to
mimic, he would obtain more leisure than the low-skilled person with the same income as,
being more productive, the high-skilled person could earn the same income in less time.
However, if some of the transfer is given in kind, it will be of less value to the mimicker than
to the genuine low-skilled type if the good being transferred is less beneficial to someone who
has more leisure time. Shifting to a transfer in kind may therefore make mimicking less
appealing, and thus alleviate the self-selection constraint and enhance welfare. Given the
particular type of provision scheme we study here, it will also be the case that the marginal
tax should reflect the real social cost of additional hours of work. That is, part of the marginal
tax serves the same role as a market price in the sense that it conveys information about a real
social cost of working longer hours, but the tax is on balance more efficient as it also
discourages mimicking.

Before introducing our main model we in section 2 present a simple, preliminary case
without any heterogeneity in order to highlight the key role for taxes in our analysis. As our
next step we set up the Mirrlees type tax model where, in order to obtain sharp results, we
assume that the need for the publicly provided good is a strictly positive monotone function of
hours of work. In section 3 we show how a strict Pareto improvement can be achieved by
supplementing the optimal tax with a publicly provided private good. In section 4 we

characterize the optimal tax/public provision scheme and show that the real social cost of

® The distinction between “encompassing organizations” and “narrow distributional coalitions” was used by
Olson (1990) himself, together with that between “explicit” and “implicit” redistribution, to provide a key for the
understanding of the success of the Swedish economy. According to him, by exploiting the rational ignorance of
the typical citizen, narrow distributional coalitions, which usually represent well off people who would not have
been able to persuade the electorate to give them a transfer on altruistic grounds, have an incentive to seek
redistribution in implicit forms, namely in forms that bypass the public treasury (as for instance protectionist
measures or restrictions on competition). For a variety of reasons it can be maintained that the distortions and
social costs associated with implicit redistribution far exceed those associated with explicit redistribution and are
especially detrimental for growth. Olson claimed that part of the success of the Swedish economy was due to the
fact that, if compared with many other countries, the degree of implicit redistribution was relatively low.



providing the private good should be reflected in the individuals’ marginal tax rates. The
model used in sections 3 and 4 is purposely simple and highly stylized since it is meant to
capture important common features characterizing several important publicly provided
services. These services are discussed in section 6. For each of them, however, one could
build a more specific model which is tailored to fit that particular service and, because of that,
uses less restrictive assumptions than those made in sections 3 and 4. To save space we only
perform such an extension for one particular service, namely child care. This is done in

section 5. Finally, section 7 concludes.

2. A Simple, Preliminary Case.

The fundamental message of our paper is twofold. On one hand we claim that, in the presence
of public provision of private goods, the distortionary part of a marginal tax rate does not
necessarily coincide with its face value. On the other hand we also claim that economies with
higher marginal tax rates might actually be less distortionary than economies with lower
marginal tax rates. To illustrate the first claim, we will start by presenting the basics within a
model which is stripped down to a bare minimum. There is a large population of identical
individuals each of whom is a parent with a single child, and initially there is no public sector.
Denote by w and h the wage rate and the working hours of the representative agent,
respectively. We assume that the wage rate reflects the true productivity of the worker. Let p
be the cost per hour of child care, and denote by C the consumption of the agent. The agent
has preferences for consumption and labor expressed by the utility function u(C,h). According
to the budget constraint of the agent C=wh-ph. Along the budget line, dC/dh=w-p. The net
income obtained from an hour of work is the wage rate minus the cost of working, which is
the price paid for child care. This is the net social income, and where the agent faces no taxes
and buys child care in the market, the net private income is equal to the social one. There is no
distortion. The agent will maximize utility by setting the marginal disbenefit from working
equal to the net marginal income, and the demand for child care is determined by the hours of
work.

Assume now that there is a government providing child care free of charge and
satisfying any demand for child care required in order to work. The child care is financed by a
lump sum tax on each agent. The social gain from an hour of work is of course unaffected, as
nothing happens to productivity and the need for someone to look after the child while
working remains the same. However, the parent will now behave as if child care is a free

good. There is no child care fee, and, from the perspective of each single agent, the increase in



the lump sum tax caused by that agent’s separate working decision is negligible, as all lump
sum taxes will increase and each one only marginally. The private trade off will be based on
dC/dh=w=>w-p, and there is a distortion. While as such the lump sum tax is nondistortionary,
returning it as a subsidy will conceal the true cost of working and cause an upward distortion
of labor supply.

Now suppose that rather than levying a lump sum tax, the government imposes an
income tax. Denote by zthe income tax rate. An individual’s budget constraint will be
C =w(-7)h and the private trade off will be based on dC/dh=w(l—-7). There is a tax

wedge between the social gain and the private gain equal to w— p—(w—wz)=wzr—p. This
wedge will vanish when one sets = = p/w, which also happens to be the tax rate required for

fully funding the child care. Thus, funding the child care through an income tax is
nondistortionary. The income tax simply replaces the market price in facing the agent with
the true social cost of working. Where a higher tax is imposed it is only the part of the tax

exceeding the cost of child care which constitutes a tax wedge.

3. The Model

We are now ready to set up the model we will use to illustrate both the desirability of public
provision of private goods and the fact that taxes used to finance these goods are
nondistortionary. We will build on the discrete type version of the Mirrlees model.

Contrary to previous contributions considering public provision of private goods in an
optimal taxation setting, the public provision system on which we focus in this paper, i.e. a
system where agents get as much as they want of the publicly provided good, allows to
mitigate all the binding self-selection constraints thwarting the government from achieving its
redistributive goals. To highlight this feature, we need a model with more than two types.
Hence, in this section we consider a model with three skill levels reflected by wage rates
whw?, and w?; w<w? <w?®. For simplicity we normalize the population size of each type to
unity. We let Y(=wh) denote the before tax labor income. We also make the usual
assumption that the policy maker can observe Y but not w or h separately. Each agent
chooses how much labor to supply and the corresponding consumption level, which also
depends on the tax liability. There is a private commodity which is a candidate for public
provision. The demand for this good, which we in the following will call the x-good, is strictly

related to the hours of work, i.e. x= f(h)= f (Y /w). (The case considered in section 2 is the

one where f(h)=h =Y /w). The x-good doesn’t enter the utility function directly. It’s instead



a commodity one must acquire in order to work. Hence, it entails a cost of working. The best
example is probably child care as in the case considered in the previous section. We will
discuss further examples in section 6.

The various skill types have identical preferences over leisure and consumption, which
is equal to disposable income net of the amount spent on the x-good. Since every person has
the same time endowment, there is a unique relationship between working time and leisure
and it is a matter of convenience whether preferences are expressed as preferences for leisure
or for work. We opt for the latter alternative and write the direct utility function as u(C,h),
where C is consumption net of expenditures on the x-good.

We let Y'and B'denote respectively the before and after tax income of a person of
type i, with a higher index indicating a higher ability. The labor supply of type i can then be

expressed as Y'/w'. We denote the per unit resource cost of the x-good by p, which would be

the price in a competitive market. In a situation without public provision of x the consumption
level of type i is then C'=B'—pf(Y'/w'), and we can write the utility function as
u(B' - pf(Y'/w'),Y'/w'). Following the convention of suppressing w' in the latter
argument, we write the utility function as U'(B' — pf (Y'/w'),Y"). If the x-good is publicly
provided free of charge, the relevant utility function is U'(B',Y')=u(B',Y' /w').

We note that in the situation without any taxes or public intervention the individual’s
budget constraint (BC) would be C =wh— pf (h) and the marginal net wage rate would be
given by (dC/dh), =w-pf'(h). In the (Y,B)-space it would read (dC/dY), =
1-(p/w)f'(Y /w). The utility function would take the form U'(Y' - pf(Y'/w'),Y") with
first order condition: -U, /U, =(dC/dY), =1-(p/w)f'(Y/w), i.e. the marginal rate of

substitution between income and consumption should be equal to the corresponding marginal
rate of transformation. This is the condition that holds when there are no distorsions. As we
will see below, when the private good is publicly provided and the real cost of the x-good is
not given by a market price, the optimal marginal income tax should mirror the cost
(p/w)f'(Y/w).

We assume the standard single crossing property that, for any given point in the
(Y, B )-space, the indifference curve of a lower ability type is steeper than that of a higher

ability type.



A Pareto Improving Public Provision Scheme

The way to show how public provision of the x-good yields a Pareto improvement is similar
to the approach taken in earlier studies. However, to make the paper self-contained we briefly
describe the mechanism. As in the conventional two-type model, we assume that the
government imposes a positive net tax on the high-skilled agent and makes a transfer to the
lower skilled types. The conditions for the optimal income tax are standard and are not
derived here. Let us just recall that the income tax must be designed subject to the self-
selection constraints that a type 3 agent should not mimic type 2 agents by choosing the
income point (Y,B-bundle) intended for the latter, and likewise type 2 agents should not
mimic those of type 1.° The implication of these constraints is that the leisure-consumption
choices of the two lower skill groups must be distorted so that they work too little as
compared to the first best. Relaxation of any of these self-selection constraints will allow a
Pareto improving tax reform entailing smaller distortions for the lower skill types and
allowing them to work more, have larger consumption and higher utility.

To show how a strict Pareto improvement can be obtained by introducing public
provision of the x-good being financed by (increased) taxes, notice first that, since there is
satiation (conditional on labor supply), the public sector can offer any amount free of charge.
Conditional on his labor supply, each person will then choose the amount that he needs.*® The

demand for the x-good is given by x' = f(Y'/w'), i=1,2,3, for the actual types, whereas for
mimickers we would have f (Yilw”l), i=1,2. It is evident that Y'/w*™ <Y'/w as the

mimicked person has a lower wage rate than the mimicker. This simply means that a
mimicker, being more productive, would earn the same income in less time and hence

demand less of the x-good. If we let the actual individuals get the amount of x they want and
decrease their after-tax incomes by pf (Y'/w'), i=1,2,3, the situation for the actual persons is
unchanged. However, mimickers are forced to pay, via taxes, for more of the x-good than they
need (the extra expenditure being equal to p[f(Yi Iw)—f(Y! /W‘”)], i=1,2) and hence
suffer a loss of utility, implying that the self-selection constraints will no longer bind. This

means that we can offer the medium and low-skilled individuals less distorted consumption-

® Other self-selection constraints can be neglected. In a finite-class economy, when the government wishes to
redistribute from the higher ability types to the lower ability types, an optimal allocation results in a so-called
simple monotonic chain to the left (see Guesnerie and Seade, 1982), meaning that only downward adjacent self-
selection constraints will be binding.

19 Wwithout satiation, at a reasonable level, it will not be possible to offer any amount free of charge as each agent
would then expand his consumption beyond any reasonable limit.



leisure bundles where they work more and enjoy larger consumption. Hence, we can improve

welfare for the lower skill persons without hurting the most able people.

4. Characterization of the Optimal Tax-Public Provision Optimum

To characterize the (information constrained) Pareto optimal policy we assume that the policy
maker maximizes the utility of the lowest-skill group subject to pre-set minimum utility levels
(U?and U?, respectively) for the medium and high-skill group, and subject to the relevant
self-selection constraints and the government budget constraint. Using the notation that a
double superscript ij indicates type i when mimicking type j, the Lagrange function of this
optimization problem will take the form:

A=U'(B,Y)+4,(U*(B*Y?)-U%) +4,(U*(B*,Y*) -U®)+ 5, (U*(B*,Y*) U™ (B",Y"))

+4,(U%(B%,Y®) -U*(B?,Y?)) +y_§3:(vi —B'—pf (Y' /w‘)). (1)

The first and the second constraint (with Lagrange multipliers 4,and A4,) are the minimum
utility requirements for the medium- and high-skilled individuals. The third restriction (with
multiplier 5,) is the self-selection constraint requiring that the medium-skilled person is not
better off by mimicking the low-ability person than by accepting the bundle intended for him.
The next constraint (with multiplier ;) is the corresponding self-selection constraint for the
high-skilled person. The last constraint (with shadow price xz) is the government budget
constraint.

The first order conditions are derived in the appendix. Invoking those results we
obtain from (al3)

_U3 p Y3
MRS®=—Y=1-—f' —|, 2
us w? (WSJ @)
whereas from (all) and (al2) we obtain respectively

Yl p Yl
MRS! = p,(MRS? - MRS +1- | — | <1- P ¢/ 1| 3

2 2
MRS? = p,(MRS® — MRS?) +1- P f {Y—Zj <1-P g {Y—Zj ()

w w w w

where MRS =-U, /U, p,=BUZ 1 u>0, p,=BU& x>0, and the inequalities follow

because MRS" < MRS’ for i>j, which is the standard assumption that a more able type of

individual has the flatter indifference curve through any given point in the (Y, B )-space.



We saw above that an undistorted optimum for an individual is characterized by

MRS =1-(p/w)f '(Y /W). Hence, according to condition (2), the labor supply of agents of

type 3 is undistorted. Since resources must be allocated to the x-good, an additional hour of

work from an agent of type 3 inflicts a real cost of pf '(Y3 /w3) on society, which should be

reflected in the worker’s budget constraint to provide the right incentives for labor supply and
make sure that the marginal rate of substitution between leisure and consumption is equalized
to the corresponding marginal rate of transformation. This is exactly the content of condition
(2). The marginal rate of substitution (MRS) between gross and net income on the left hand
side expresses the compensation in terms of consumption required to offset the disutility from
earning an additional unit of gross income. In other words, this is a money measure of the
marginal disutility of acquiring further income. According to (2) this marginal disbenefit
should be equated to the extra income actually generated after deducting the marginal cost of
the x-good. Since the latter is a necessary social cost, the right hand side does in fact express
the net social income generated by work effort at the margin. Thus, the condition is equivalent
to the first best efficiency condition MRS = MRT , and there is no distortion.

It is of interest to interpret these findings further in terms of marginal tax rates. For
this purpose it is helpful to distinguish between a gross and a net tax concept, where the latter
is defined net of transfers to the consumers in terms of x-good provision. The rationale is that
a transfer can be perceived as a negative tax. If we write the gross tax function as
T(Y)=Y -B(Y) and the tax net of the public provision of the x-good as z(Y)=

T(Y)-pf (Y /w), the corresponding marginal tax rates are T'(Y) and z'(Y), where
r'(Y)=T'(Y)—(p/w) f'(Y/w). Employing the usual measure of marginal tax rates in the
Mirrlees-Stern-Stiglitz tradition, we can define T'(Y) as 1+U, /U, =1-MRS. As observed
from the optimality condition (2), the marginal gross tax rate for the highest skill type
becomes:

T'(Y%)=(p/w) f(Y*/w*)>0, (5)
whereas the marginal net tax rate becomes:

2 (Y2)=T'(Y*)=(p/w*) £ (Y /w*)=0. (6)
That is, the marginal income tax should not be zero but should equal the marginal cost of the

x-good incurred when an additional unit of gross income is earned. The implication is that
type 3 agents face the same marginal prices as in a situation with no public provision of x. The
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rationale for this result is exactly the one presented in section 2 above. Even if true that the
individual obtains the x-good “for free” from the public sector, it is still the case that the
individual acts as if he were facing the real cost of purchasing the x-good. He simply pays for
it via the tax bill. Hence, the optimal tax/public provision scheme faces the high-skilled
individual, locally at the individual’s optimum point, with exactly the same budget constraint
as in the system where the x-good is bought in the market.

One may then wonder what difference it makes whether the x-good is publicly or
privately funded. The answer is that is makes a crucial difference with respect to mimicking.
If a person of type 3 were to mimic, his tax payment would cover the cost of the amount of x-
good used by the mimicked person, which would exceed his own need. While it is true that
the tax pays for the amount of x that actual people need at their optimum income points, it
pays for a larger amount than the one needed by mimickers, which imposes a cost to
mimicking.*!

Turning our attention to the agents of type 1 and 2, we can see that the consumption-
leisure bundle of the lower skill groups must be distorted in order to prevent these agents from

being mimicked. The marginal income tax of type 1 is:

T'(Y") = p,(MRS' ~MRS™) + (p/w") £ '(Y*/w') 7)
and the marginal tax net of the cost of the x-good is:

o (V) =T'(Y)—(p/w) (Y /W)= p,(MRS' ~ MRS*)>0. (8)
Similarly, for type 2, we have that

T'(Y?) = p,(MRS? —MRS®)+(p/w?) f '(Y? /W) 9)
and

(Y2 =T'(Y*)—(p/w*) £'(Y? /W)= p,(MRS® ~ MRS¥) >0. (10)

We note that the marginal gross tax is made up of two terms — one reflecting the social
marginal cost of the x-good and the other being a distortionary term required to deter

mimicking. The part that reflects the social marginal cost is corrective and nondistortionary,

1 Note also that agents of type 3 are likely to complain and argue that they would prefer a system where one
does not pay for the x-good via the taxes. They would like a system with lower tax payments and all of the x-
good purchased in the market. The reason is that in such a system they could gain by mimicking, obtaining a tax
relief exceeding their cost of the x-good as mimickers. However, if the political majority is adamant to retain the
previous redistribution, steps would have to be taken to prevent such behavior, and a Pareto-inferior situation
would arise as compared to the regime with public provision of x. Hence, a public provision system, improving
upon the market solution, is likely to have the property that some people would like to change it in the hope of
escaping the burden of redistribution.
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and serves the same role as a market price as it conveys information about the cost of working
an additional hour. This is a crucial insight. Just taking the marginal tax rates at face value,
one is easily led to exaggerate the distortionary effect as one may easily overlook that part of
the marginal tax is indeed a payment for a true social cost. The second part, which appears on
its own in the net marginal tax, is truly distortionary. It follows from the expression for the net
tax rate that the labor supply of the medium- and low-skilled types is distorted downwards.
However, it is important to realize that the distortion is smaller than it would be in an optimal
taxation setting without public provision, where individuals would buy the x-good in the
market. As pointed out in section 3, the reason is that the public provision scheme opens the
way for the government to achieve a Pareto improvement upon the optimum without public
provision. This in turn allows the government to offer agents less distorted bundles.

What we have previously labelled the net marginal tax rate, i.e. the marginal tax after

taking into account the transfer in kind, is of the same form as the marginal income tax in a

pure income tax system. However, now there is an additional term, (p/Wi) f '(Yi /Wi), in the

expression for the gross marginal income tax. For all actual persons the tax financed public
provision makes the cost of obtaining x similar to when it is purchased in the market. In either
case the consumers face the real marginal cost of the x-good, as is socially desirable since the
cost of x is a true cost of supplying labor. The market price and the extra marginal tax,
perceived as earmarked for the x-good, yield the same labor market disincentives. Only if a
person were to mimic, would the public scheme be different than a market system as a
mimicker, via the tax system, would be forced to pay for an amount of x equal to that
demanded by the person with lower skill, and exceeding the need of the mimicker. This is the
crucial property of the public provision system as it is indeed the capability of alleviating the

self-selection constraint that is the very justification for the public provision in our context.

5. Child Care and Two Types of Leisure

In the model studied above the demand for the x-good was only dependent on hours or work.
This might in some cases be considered too restrictive an assumption. We therefore in this
section generalize the model for the case where the publicly provided private good is child
care, which represents one important application of the model above. As we will see, the
major result that part of the marginal income tax reflects society’s cost of providing the x-

good, and is therefore nondistortionary, still goes through.



12

In the previous section with three skill types we showed how all self-selection
constraints are mitigated if the public provision scheme is individualized and individuals get
the amounts they want. This also holds true for the model that we are going to present here.
However, since the general result already has been shown, we consider now for simplicity a
two type model with high- and low-skilled agents.

Let the utility function be described by U(C,1 1), where C denotes consumption
and |, is time spent together with the kid(s). The remaining leisure time can be spent in many
different ways. As a shorthand, we will in the following call it “golfing” and denote it by | .
All goods in the utility function are assumed to be normal. There are two time constraints. For
the parent there is the constraint

6=+l ,+h, (11)
where @ is the total endowment of time. For the child there is the constraint

0=I, +Xx, (12)
where x represents hours of child care. The child must be looked after all the time and this can

either be done by the parent or by professional child carers. The two time constraints can be

combined to obtain x=h+1;. Child care is bought either for time devoted to work (h) or for
golfing (1,). Before analyzing the public provision schemes we characterize the conditions for

no distortions.

Conditions for no distortions
To establish the conditions that characterize a situation with no distortions we study the
individual’s optimization problem when there are no taxes and no public provision. In this

case the budget constraint for the individual becomes

C=w@-I,-1,)-pe-1,). (13)
The marginal rates of transformation are obtained from the budget constraint (BC):
(dC/dl)ge =—(W—p), (dC/dl )sc =-w and (dl, /dl ) =-w/(w- p). The characterization
of an undistorted utility optimum is given by the conditions that the various marginal rates of
substitution are equated to the corresponding marginal rates of transformation:

U, /Us=w-p, U /Uc,=w and U, /U, =w/(w-p). (14 a-c)
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Public provision and taxes
We will study two different public provision schemes. Under the first we assume that free
child care is only provided for hours of work and not for time spent golfing. This is basically
the type of system in force in Sweden.™ For such a system to be feasible it must be the case
that the child care centres can observe whether a parent goes to work or goes golfing. As a
matter of fact it has never been an issue in Sweden that parents would cheat and go golfing
instead of using the free child care for work.

To facilitate the analysis of the optimal taxation problem, we will solve the
individual’s optimization problem in two stages. In the first stage the individual maximizes
utility for a given pair of before- and after-tax income. Given that the child care is provided

free of charge for hours of work, the individual’s problem becomes:
Max u(c,,60-1,-Y /w) (15)

st. C=B-pl,. (16)
The first order condition for I, is given by: — pU, +UIg —U, =0. This first order condition
defines a conditional demand function Ig(B,Y,W‘, p). Sticking this back into the direct

conditional utility function we obtain the indirect conditional utility function

vi(B,Y)su(B—plg(B,Y,wi,p),lg(B,Y,w‘,p),e—lg(B,Y,w‘,p)—Y/w‘). (17)

In the second stage the individual maximizes V'(B,Y ) subjectto B=Y —T(Y), giving
the condition T'(Y') =1+V, /V} =1-MRS.
We can write the government’s optimal taxation problem as:

Max  V(B',YY)

B!Y!,B2Y?

st V3(B%Y?)>V? (1)

VZ?(B%Y?) >V?(B'Y" 7))
Yt oy?

Y -B'+Y?-B?—p(—+—)20. (1)
woow

Here A is the Lagrange multiplier for the constraint requiring a minimum utility level for the

agent of type 2 (the high-skilled), £ is the Lagrange multiplier for the self-selection

12 Child care in Sweden is not completely free. Parents pay a fee that amounts to about 10-15% of the production
cost of child care.
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constraint and x the Lagrange multiplier for the government’s budget constraint. To
economize on analysis we here only study the extent to which the income tax distorts the
allocation of the high-skilled agent. The conditions for the low-skilled (agent of type 1) would
be similar but also include a self-selection term.

The first order conditions with respect to the tax parameters for the high-skilled agent
are:

WZ

(A+ BV +,u(1— P j:O and  (A+B)Vg —pu=0,implying -V} /Vg =1-p/w* and

T'(Y2) =1+V2 IVZ = p/w?. (18)

Since the envelope theorem implies that Vi, =-U, /w' and V3 =U_, we can notice that the
first order conditions also imply Ulf /UZ =w? - p. Since the individual’s first order condition
for 1, gives —pU¢ +U|§ -U;/ =0, we find that UC /U2 =w’ and Uc IUF =w /(W —p).
That is, the conditions (14a-c) are satisfied implying that the high-skilled agent is undistorted

on all margins. In particular, the marginal income tax that he faces, T'(Y?)=p/w?, is

nondistortionary.

Eq. (18) illustrates once again the general principle according to which, when judging
how distortive an income tax is, pre-existing distortions should be taken into account.™ In this
case a pre-existing distortion is associated with the free provision of child care for the hours
of work. That in itself distorts the individual’s choice between hours of work and
consumption, so that the individual is over-incentivized to work. If the marginal income tax
were set to zero, the distortion stemming from the free provision of child care would prevail.
However, if the marginal income tax is set according to eg. (18), the income tax exactly
corrects for the distortion caused by the free provision of child care. Hence, the income tax is
in the present case corrective and not distortive.

If for some reason, like an informational constraint, the public provision scheme is
designed so that also child care for going golfing is provided for free, the analysis is slightly

different. The first stage of the individual’s optimization problem now becomes

3 See Kaplow (1998).
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lg’

Max u(c,,,6-1,-Y Iw') (19)

st. C=B. (20)
The first order condition for |, is given by U, =U, . From this first order condition we can
derive a conditional demand function Ig(B,Y,wi). Substituting it into the conditional direct

utility function we get

V(B,Y)=U(B,I,(B,Y,W),6-1,(B,Y w)-Y/w). (21)

In the second stage the individual maximizes utility subject to the
constraintB =Y —T(Y) and we obtain, as usual, T'(Y') =1+V, /V; =1- MRS .

The government’s optimal taxation problem has the same form as above except for the
budget constraint which now takes the form

1 1 2 2 Yl 1 Y2 2
Y -B+Y°-B —p(W+Ig+W+Ig)2O. ()

As in the previous case we only discuss here the conditions pertaining to the allocation of the

high-skilled agents. The first order conditions with respect to the relevant tax parameters are

1 d ol
(l+ﬂ)VY2+lu|:1_p(v+6Yg2Jj|:O and (/1+,B)VBZ—/1{1+ p@TBgZ:|:0_

Introducing the definition (dlg /dY) e dl, /dY + MRSZ, (dl, /dB), these conditions imply

dv?

that the marginal income tax can be written as
2 dl dl
T =142 =P, p(—g] =p{i2+(—gj } (22)
VB W dy dv?2=0 w dy dv2=0

The two remarks we made about eq. (18) are valid also for eq. (22). In particular, the income
tax according to eq. (22) is not a distortive, but a corrective tax. However, a difference
between the case represented by eq. (18) and the case represented by eq. (22) is that in the
former the income tax fully corrects for the distortion created by the free provision of child
care. Instead, in the case represented by eq. (22), the income tax is a corrective tax, but it does
not fully correct for the distortions caused by the free provision of child care. We elaborate on
these features below.
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The fact that child care services are publicly provided free of charge to households

implies that individuals choose I and I, such that U, /U, , the marginal rate of substitution
between I, and |, , equals 1. Without public provision UIg /U, would instead be equal to

W/(W— p)>1.14 Thus, public provision of child care services entails an implicit subsidy on
l,, distorting the choice between I, and I, in favour of the former. More generally, it entails

an implicit subsidy on all the uses of time which require the consumption of child care
services. Since in our example both the time devoted to labor in the market and the time
devoted to golfing require the consumption of child care services, the public provision of

child care does not distort the choice between |, and h (and consequently it does not distort
the choice between I, and the consumption of the composite commodity C). It does however

distort the choice between I, and h. Therefore, to correct for the distortions created by the
free provision of child care, the marginal income tax rate on high-skilled households should
depend on how the increase in labor supply, needed to marginally increase the pre-tax
income, is made available: whether through a reduction in 1, or through a reduction in |, .
Suppose for instance that, moving up along an indifference curve in the (Y, B )-space,

the increase in h is matched by a reduction in I , leaving |, unaffected. Then, since there is

no pre-existing distortion due to the public provision of child care in the household’s choice
between | and h, the marginal tax rate on labor income should be equal to zero in order to be
nondistortionary. This is exactly what is prescribed by eq. (22) above, since in this case

(a1, 7dv) . =-1/w?.

oy =

Suppose instead that the increase in h is accomplished through a reduction in I, ,
leaving |, unaffected. In this case, since due to the public provision of child care there is a
pre-existing distortion in the household’s choice between |, and h (a distortion inducing to
over-supply labor), to be nondistortionary the marginal tax rate on labor income should be

equal to p/w?. This would imply that the household’s after tax marginal rate of substitution

between I, and C is still given by U, /U, =w’—p as in the (no tax, no public provision)

1 Since the envelope theorem implies that V3 =U. and V, = -U, /W', we can notice that the first order

conditions  for the optimal taxation problem also imply that U,k/UC=U|g/UC=

(W— p—pal, /8h)/(1+ pal, /88) . Hence, the individual is distorted on all margins.



17

undistorted setting. Once again, this is precisely what is prescribed by the eq. (22) above,

since in this case (dI, /dY) , =0.

dv2=0
More generally, if the increase in h is accompanied by varying both I, and I, the

same logic applied above requires that, to be nondistortionary, the marginal income tax rate

should be proportional (at a rate p) to the reduction in I, . That this is precisely what is

prescribed by eq. (22) can be easily ascertained rewriting eg. (22) using the parent’s time

constraint h=¢-1 -1, . Differentiating the time constraint gives dh=-dl, —dl, . Since

dh/dY =1/w, we also have:

1/w=—(dl,/dY)-(dl /dY) = 1/w+(dl,/dY)=—dl /dY. (23)
Using (23), eq. (22) can then be equivalently rewritten as:

T'(YZ)=—p(dIk/dY)dV2=O. (24)

When child care is provided for free only for hours of work we have seen that the
marginal income tax fully corrects for the distortion introduced by the free provision. Since
the free provision helps mitigating the self-selection constraint, it is apparent that the
introduction of a system of free child care provision financed by increased taxes yields a
Pareto improvement over the tax optimum without public provision. In the case where child
care is for free also for golfing time, instead, the marginal income tax is nondistortive but not
fully corrective. In that framework it is in the end an empirical question whether the benefit of
slackened self-selection constraints outweighs the cost in terms of remaining distortions.*®

We have seen that the result from section 4 that the marginal income tax for the high-
skilled is nondistortive goes through also in the present more general framework. If we were
to write out the corresponding equation for the low-skilled we would find as before that the
marginal income tax consists of a distortive term, originating from the self-selection
constraint, and a term that, as for the high-skilled, corrects (fully or partially) for the

distortions associated with the free of charge provision of child care services.

6. Further examples
In the basic case considered in sections 3 and 4, a crucial assumption about the publicly

provided private good was that the demanded amount is a positive monotone function of

> Notice that, when child care is provided for free also during golfing time, a necessary condition for public
provision to be a welfare-enhancing policy instrument is Y*/w!+15 >Y*/w? +IZ*, namely that the sum of

working time and golfing time is larger for the true low skilled than for the mimicker. When, as we have
assumed earlier, all goods in the agent’s utility function are normal, this condition is satisfied.
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hours of work. As we have seen, the public provision system that we consider in this paper
works best either if, conditional on hours of work, there is satiation, or if the agency that
delivers the service can easily control that the provided service is not used for any other
purpose than work. Here we will discuss four examples of services that, to various extents,

satisfy this assumption.

6.1 Child care

The commodity, to be publicly provided, that we believe best fits our model is child care,
which is a case already repeatedly used as our major illustration. It would be of interest to get
a rough idea of the extent to which the real cost of child care can contribute to the marginal
income tax. We use stylized Swedish figures to do a “back of the envelope calculation”. Since
there is a clear mode in the distribution of wage rates at the bottom part of the distribution, we
think this mode can be used as an empirical value for the wage of the low-skilled. Using this

mode and assuming that one child is in child care, a simple back of the envelope calculation
indicates that, for low income individuals, p/w" amounts to something like 30-35%. Hence,

up to values of about 30-35%, the marginal tax rate faced by low-skilled agents can be

interpreted as a payment for child care. Beyond this nondistortionary component there is,
according to equation (7), an additional component, p,(MRS'—MRS?), reflecting the

distortion that is required to deter mimicking. If there are more children in the household the
marginal cost of working longer hours is larger as there are more children to pay for in child
care. This means that an even larger share of the marginal tax rate reflects a cost of child care
rather than a distortion, indicating that our “back of the envelope figure” above is on the lower
side.

Public provision of child care has strong implications for the optimal income tax
schedule that should apply to individuals with children in child care. This of course also
implies that families with children should face other income tax schedules than families
without children. Akerlof (1978) argued that the income tax should be differentiated between
groups with different observable characteristics. Our analysis provides a further argument for
the usefulness of having different tax schedules for different groups of people.'®

It can also be of interest to consider the quantitative relevance of child care services

in terms of how many children who are in some form of child care. As the labor force

e with households supporting different numbers of children one might in general have different tax schedules
contingent on the number of children, but we shall not pursue the more general issue of household taxation (see
e.g. Cremer et al. (2003) and Schroyen (2003 )).
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participation of females has increased in many countries so has the number of children in
child care. For example, in Sweden 85% of children in ages 2-5 are in child care.’’” To a
substantial part (80-85%) this child care is publicly financed. In US child care is also
common. According to Blau and Currie (2006): “For good or ill, the majority of children in
the U.S. and many other high-income nations are now cared for many hours per week by
adults other than their parents and school teachers”. Hence, child care is already of great
importance in many countries. It also seems that over time its importance is growing in more

and more countries.

6.2 Elderly care

Another good candidate for our model of public provision is represented by elderly care
services. In our view elderly care has strong similarities to child care. In many countries an
elderly person is cared for by a near relative, like a daughter, a son or a (younger) spouse. In
Sweden in the past, before the system of publicly provided elderly care was as common as it
is nowadays, this was quite usual. Anecdotal evidence suggests that it has been and still is
fairly common in the US. In Germany children must by law contribute to the care of their
parents.

If a relative is responsible for the care of an elderly person, the relative can do the care
himself, buy care in the market, or rely on publicly provided care. The demand for elderly
care for a near relative ought to increase as the potential carer works more.

There also seems to be satiation. You do not want the carer to visit your elderly
relative in need of care more than needed. If visits twice a day are sufficient, you do not want
six visits a day.

In Sweden, as an example, the provision system is such that you have to accept the
quality of the publicly provided elderly care.® With respect to quantity individuals get
according to their needs. In the case an elderly person needs many visits a day from the carer,
he gets it. If the need is large, the person is cared for in a nursing home. Hence, elderly care
and the way it is provided in Sweden fit the assumptions of our model quite well.

Elderly care is already of large quantitative importance and, because of the coming

demographic changes, will become even more important.

'7 Calculated from tables 62 and 500 in Statistisk Arsbok 2003.
'8 Sometimes the production is private, but the care is paid for with public money.
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6.3 Primary education

Primary education is yet another example fitting our model. Children in ages for primary
education can get their education either as home schooling, education in a private school or in
a public sector school. In the absence of publicly provided primary education parents would
have to undertake home schooling or buy private education. In some countries like US and
UK parents have a legal right to educate their children at home and this is a right that is used
by some parents.’® Like for child care the demand for schooling for children would be an
increasing function of the parents’ hours of work as parents would have less time for teaching
their children when they work more. Also, most parents would still like that their children had
time for activities such as playing, rest, and social activities besides being educated. Thus
there would be satiation in the demand for hours of primary education.

Primary education has the necessary properties to make it suitable for the type of
public provision studied in this paper. This means that one might conceivably use public
provision of primary education as a screening device to mitigate the informational
deficiencies encountered by the policy maker in the design of an optimal tax system.
However, in practice education policy is governed by other concerns. In most countries the
provision system is not designed so that parents can choose how many hours per week they
want to use the public school. Rather, there is a requirement that the children should go to

either a private or a public sector school for a certain number of hours per week.

6.4 Health care
The last example that we consider is given by health care. Even if many or most health
problems are not related to work, there can be little doubt that several health problems due to
diseases and accidents are related to occupation and the number of working hours. The work-
related expected need for health care is likely to increase roughly in proportion to the hours of
work, and the demand for this part of health care would thus be work-induced. It is also fair to
say that there is satiation in the sense that (most) individuals only want to be treated for their
actual health problems. If a person has hurt his right knee, he wants that injury to be cured. He
does not want his unhurt left knee or his eye to be operated, even if he would get it for free.
The aim of public health care is to furnish people with care and treatment according to

need. This is obviously not a sharply defined concept. The waiting time for treatment may

9 For US it is estimated that something like 2-4% of children in relevant ages are educated in home schooling
and that the percentage is on the rise. For more information see
http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2001/Homeschool/background.asp and  http://www.reason.com/news/show/36591.html.
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vary and one may choose quality levels with different probabilities of successful cure or
prospects for speedy recovery. In practice it is the doctors that define what represents an
adequate treatment, and satiation may be defined by the standards that are actually set.

Health care amounts to around 9% of GDP in Sweden and 15% in US. So health care
IS quantitatively of large importance. Even if only a fraction, but presumably a significant
fraction, is work-related, we have another quantitatively important good that fits the

assumptions of our model fairly well.

7. Conclusions and Discussion

It is well known since long that public provision of certain private goods can mitigate the self-
selection constraint. An important and new insight from the analysis of this paper is that there
can be provision systems where provision levels are individualized and positively related to
an individual’s hours of work. For such systems it is essential that the true marginal social
cost of providing the good is mirrored in marginal income taxes. That part of the marginal tax
that reflects the marginal social cost generates no deadweight loss and plays the same part as a
market price in the sense that it conveys information on resource costs.

In some countries public provision of the type of services listed above amounts to
something like 15% of GDP. A substantial part of the marginal taxes individuals face in such
countries might therefore be nondistortionary. It would be an important future research task to
empirically estimate, for various countries, how large part of the marginal tax that is
nondistortionary. Such work might require some further theoretical analysis. Almost all
previous work on public provision of private goods has used models where all individuals
have the same preferences for the publicly provided private good. In real life the need for
child care, elderly care etc. is not the same for everyone. It still remains to characterize how
the tax schedule should be designed for an economy where the need for the publicly provided
private goods varies between individuals.

Let us end by emphasizing some of the most important conclusions. Going from a
situation where individuals buy the service in question in the market to a situation where the
good is publicly provided, total and marginal taxes will increase. However, part of the
marginal taxes will be nondistortionary and total distortions will decrease while labor supply
and welfare will increase. An implication of this is that if one compares the tax systems in two
countries it may very well be that it is the country with higher marginal tax rates that has the
less severe distortions. One cannot judge the distortions generated by a tax system in

isolation, one must also consider the expenditure side.
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Appendix

From the Lagrange function (1) we can derive the following first order conditions:

Ay =Ug +BUE - =0, (al)
T 21 P Y_l _
A, =U§ + BV, +/{1 vvlf [le:| 0, (@2)
Ay =+ B)UE ~ BUE — =0, (a3)
Ay =+ By =AU +ﬂ[1—£2 f '(Y—EHZO, (a4)
w w
Ag = (A + I - =0, (a5)
Ay = (g + YU} +ﬂ[1—£3 f (Y—H -0. (26)
w W

The first order conditions can be manipulated to obtain further economic insights. Solving
(al) and (a2) for -U; andU; , and dividing, we obtain

aURs a1 P Y
A ”{1 W' (wlﬂ

= , ar
Ué ﬂzucztl"'/u ( )
which can be reformulated as
_Ui 21 21 p f' Yl |
W(ﬂzuc +:u):_:BzUY +tu 1_W W _- (a8)
Straightforward manipulations yield the expression
p Y
Ut 2 ‘{Hﬂ (Wl }
UlY 1+ luzl :_IBZU21+ 21 . (a9)
Uc JEAE JEAE JEAE
Or, equivalently
p Y
fé(o)
Ui p )_UE U { w o
1 A | T o T 21 : (a10)
UC ﬂZUC UC UC ﬂZUC

Multiplying on both sides, we get
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! 2 21 g1 1
U1Y _ B¢ UzYl _ U1Y c1-P o A . (all)
Uc H Uc Uc w w

Then, making use of (a3) and (a4) and performing manipulations analogous to those above,
we obtain

12 2 1132 2 2

Uqu .k ( ljJ ) UUZYJH_ 2 f(jv_] (a12)
c H c c

(ab) and (a6) readily imply that

_U3 p , Y3

_U 3Y :1—Wf [WJ (a13)
C

References

Akerlof, G. A. (1978). “The Economics of “Tagging” as Applied to the Optimal Income Tax,
Welfare Programs, and Manpower Planning.” American Economic Review, 68, pp. 8-
19.

AKU 2000, Grundtabeller arsmedeltal 2000. Statistiska Centralbyran.

Balestrino A. (2000). “Mixed Tax Systems and the Public Provision of Private Goods.”
International Tax and Public Finance, 7, pp. 463-478.

Blau, D. and J. Currie (2006). “Pre-School, Day Care and After-School Care: Who’s Minding
the Kids?” In Handbook of the Economics of Education, vol. 2, pp. 1163-1278.

Blomquist, S. and V. Christiansen (1995). “Public Provision of Private Goods as a
Redistributive Device in an Optimum Income Tax Model.” Scandinavian Journal of
Economics, 97, pp. 547-567.

Boadway, R. and M. Marchand (1995). “The Use of Public Expenditures for Redistributive
Purposes”. Oxford Economic Papers, 47, pp. 45-59.

Chetty, R. (2008). “Is the Taxable Income Elasticity Sufficient to Calculate Deadweight Loss?
The Implications of Evasion and Avoidance.” NBER working paper 13844.

Cremer, H. and F. Gahvari (1997). “In-kind Transfers, Self-selection and Optimal Tax
Policy.” European Economic Review, 41, pp. 97-114.

Cremer, H., A. Dellis and P. Pestieau (2003). “Family Size and Optimal Income Taxation.”
Journal of Population Economics, 16, pp. 37-54.

Feldstein, M. (1995). “The Effect of Marginal Tax Rates on Taxable Income: A Panel Study
of the 1986 Tax Reform Act.” Journal of Political Economy, 103, pp. 551-72.

Feldstein, M. (1999). “Tax Avoidance and the Deadweight Loss of the Income Tax.” Review
of Economics and Statistics, 81, pp. 674-80.



24

Gruber, J. and E. Saez (2002). “The Elasticity of Taxable Income: Evidence and
Implications.” Journal of Public Economics, 84, pp. 1-32.

Guesnerie, R. and J. Seade (1982). “Nonlinear Pricing in a Finite Economy.” Journal of
Public Economics, 17, pp. 157-179.

Harberger, A.C. (1962). “The Incidence of the Corporation Income Tax.” Journal of Political
Economy, 70, pp. 215-240.

Harberger, A.C. (1964). “Taxation, Resource Allocation, and Welfare.” In National Bureau of
Economic Research and The Brookings Institution, The Role of Direct and Indirect
Taxes in the Federal reserve System, Princeton University Press.

Kaplow, L. (1998). “Tax and Non-Tax Distortions.” Journal of Public Economics, 68, pp.
303-306.

Kopczuk, W. (2005). “Tax Bases, Tax Rates and the Elasticity of Taxable Income.” Journal
of Public Economics, 89, pp. 2093-2119.

Mirrlees, J.A. (1971). “An Exploration in the Theory of Optimum Income Taxation.” Review
of Economic Studies, 38, pp. 175-208.

Olson, M. (1982). “The Rise and Decline of Nations.” New Haven, CT: Yale University
Press.

Olson, M. (1990). “How bright are the Northern Lights? Some Questions about Sweden.”
Lund: Lund University Press.

Pirttil&, J. and M. Tuomala (2002). “Publicly Provided Private Goods and Redistribution: A
General Equilibrium Analysis.” Scandinavian Journal of Economics, 104, pp. 173-
188.

Prescott, E. (2002). “Prosperity and Depressions.” American Economic Review, 92, pp. 1-15.

Prescott, E. (2004). “Why Do Americans Work So Much More Than Europeans?” Federal
Reserve Bank of Minneapolis Quarterly Review, 28, pp. 2-13.

Rogerson, R. (2007). “Taxation and Market Work: Is Scandinavia an Outlier?” Economic
Theory, 32, pp. 59-85.

Saez, E. (2003). “The Effect of Marginal Tax Rates on Income: A Panel Study of Bracket
Creep.” Journal of Public Economics, 87, pp. 1231-1258.

Schroyen, F. (2003). “Redistributive Taxation and the Household: The Case of Individual
Filings.” Journal of Public Economics, 87, pp. 2527-2547.

Statistisk Arsbok 2003. Statistiska Centralbyran, Stockholm.



25

Stern, N.H. (1982). “Optimum Income Taxation with Errors in Administration.” Journal of
Public Economics, 17, pp. 181-211.

Stiglitz, J.E. (1982). ”Self-Selection and Pareto Efficient Taxation.” Journal of Public
Economics, 17, pp. 213-240.

Summers, L., J. Gruber and R. Vergara (1993). “Taxation and the Structure of Labor Markets:
The Case of Corporatism.” Quarterly Journal of Economics, 108, pp. 385-411.



CESifo Working Paper Series

for full list see www.cesifo-group.org/wp
(address. Poschingerstr. 5, 81679 Munich, Germany, office@cesifo.de)

2241 Gary E. Bolton and Axel Ockenfels, Does Laboratory Trading Mirror Behavior in Real
World Markets? Fair Bargaining and Competitive Bidding on EBay, March 2008

2242 Atsushi Oshima, B. Ravikumar and Raymond Riezman, Entrepreneurship, Organization
Capital and the Evolution of the Firm, March 2008

2243 Walter Kramer and Sebastian Schich, Large-Scale Disasters and the Insurance Industry,
March 2008

2244 Leif Danziger, Adjustment Costs, Inventories and Output, March 2008

2245 Anne van Aaken, Lars P. Feld and Stefan Voigt, Power over Prosecutors Corrupts
Politicians: Cross Country Evidence Using a New Indicator, March 2008

2246 Hans-Christian Heinemeyer, Max-Stephan Schulze and Nikolaus Wolf, Endogenous
Borders? The Effects of New Borders on Trade in Central Europe 1885-1933, March
2008

2247 Johannes Becker and Clemens Fuest, Tax Competition — Greenfield Investment versus
Mergers and Acquisitions, March 2008

2248 Giorgio Béllettini and Hubert Kempf, Why not in your Backyard? On the Location and
Size of aPublic Facility, March 2008

2249 Jose Luis Evia, Roberto Laserna and Stergios Skaperdas, Socio-Political Conflict and
Economic Performance in Bolivia, March 2008

2250 Bas Jacobs and A. Lans Bovenberg, Optimal Taxation of Human Capital and the
Earnings Function, March 2008

2251 Jan-Egbert Sturm and Timo Wollmershauser, The Stress of Having a Single Monetary
Policy in Europe, March 2008

2252 Guido Schwerdt, Labor Turnover before Plant Closure: ‘Leaving the Sinking Ship’ vs.
‘Captain Throwing Ballast Overboard’, March 2008

2253 Keith E. Maskus and Shuichiro Nishioka, Development-Related Biases in Factor
Productivities and the HOV Model of Trade, March 2008

2254 Jeremy Edwards and Sheilagh Ogilvie, Contract Enforcement, Institutions and Social
Capital: the Maghribi Traders Reappraised, March 2008

2255 Imed Drine and Christophe Rault, Purchasing Power Parity for Developing and
Developed Countries. What can we Learn from Non-Stationary Panel Data Models?,
March 2008


http://www.cesifo.de.)/

2256 Scott Alan Carson, Health, Wealth and Inequality: a Contribution to the Debate about
the Relationship between Inequality and Health, March 2008

2257 C.A.E. Goodhart, The Regulatory Response to the Financial Crisis, March 2008

2258 Stefan Bauernschuster, Oliver Falck and Stephan Heblich, The Impact of Continuous
Training on a Firm’s Innovations, March 2008

2259 Michael Grimm and Stephan Klasen, Geography vs. Institutions at the Village Level,
March 2008

2260 Fwu-Rang Chang, Property Insurance, Portfolio Selection and their Interdependence,
March 2008

2261 J. Atsu Amegashie and Marco Runkel, The Paradoxes of Revenge in Conflicts, March
2008

2262 Hans Jarle Kind, Marko Koethenbuerger and Guttorm Schjelderup, Efficiency
Enhancing Taxation in Two-sided Markets, March 2008

2263 M. Hashem Pesaran, Til Schuermann and L. Vanessa Smith, Forecasting Economic and
Financial Variables with Global VARs, March 2008

2264 Volker Grossmann, Entrepreneurial Innovation and Sustained Long-run Growth without
Weak or Strong Scale Effects, March 2008

2265 Robert S. Chirinko and Huntley Schaller, The Irreversibility Premium, March 2008

2266 Andrea Galeotti and José Luis Moraga-Gonzalez, Platform Intermediation in a Market
for Differentiated Products, April 2008

2267 Torben M. Andersen and Michael Svarer, The Role of Workfare in Striking a Balance
between Incentives and Insurance in the Labour Market, April 2008

2268 Harald Badinger, Cyclical Fiscal Policy, Output Volatility, and Economic Growth, April
2008

2269 Thomas Aronsson and Erkki Koskela, Outsourcing and Optima Nonlinear Taxation: A
Note, April 2008

2270 Gary E. Bolton, Claudia Loebbecke and Axel Ockenfels, How Social Reputation
Networks Interact with Competition in Anonymous Online Trading: An Experimental
Study, April 2008

2271 Nikolaus Wolf, Scylla and Charybdis. Explaining Europe’'s Exit from Gold, January
1928 — December 1936, April 2008

2272 Michael Funke and Marc Gronwald, The Undisclosed Renminbi Basket: Are the
Markets Telling us something about where the Renminbi — US Dollar Exchange Rate is
Going?, April 2008



2273 Thor Olav Thoresen and Annette Alstadsager, Shifts in Organizational Form under a
Dual Income Tax System, April 2008

2274 Helge Berger and Volker Nitsch, Too many Cooks? Committees in Monetary Policy,
April 2008

2275 Yin-Wong Cheung and Eiji Fujii, Deviations from the Law of One Price in Japan, April
2008

2276 Michael S. Michael, Sgjal Lahiri and Panos Hatzipanayotou, Integrated Reforms of
Indirect Taxes in the Presence of Pollution, April 2008

2277 Bas Jacobs, |Is Prescott Right? Welfare State Policies and the Incentives to Work, Learn
and Retire, April 2008

2278 Burkhard Heer and Alfred Mauf’ner, Vaue Function lteration as a Solution Method for
the Ramsey Model, April 2008

2279 Jarko Fidrmuc and Christa Hainz, Integrating with their Feet: Cross-Border Lending at
the German-Austrian Border, April 2008

2280 Kristof Dascher and Alexander Haupt, The Political Economy of Regional Integration
Projects at Borders where Rich and Poor Meet: The Role of Cross-Border Shopping and
Community Sorting, April 2008

2281 Katrin Assenmacher-Wesche and M. Hashem Pesaran, A VECX* Mode of the Swiss
Economy, April 2008

2282 Christophe Rault, Robert Sova and Ana Maria Sova, Modeling International Trade
Flows between CEEC and OECD Countries, April 2008

2283 Timo Boppart, Josef Fakinger, Volker Grossmann, Ulrich Woitek and Gabriela
Wiithrich, Qualifying Religion: The Role of Plural Identities for Educational
Production, April 2008

2284 Armin Falk, David Huffman and W. Bentley MacLeod, Institutions and Contract
Enforcement, April 2008

2285 Axel Dreher and Stefan Voigt, Does Membership in International Organizations
Increase Governments Credibility? Testing the Effects of Delegating Powers, April
2008

2286 Xavier Freixas and Bruno M. Parigi, Lender of Last Resort and Bank Closure Policy,
April 2008

2287 Regina Dionisius, Samuel Muehlemann, Harald Pfeifer, Gunter Walden, Felix
Wenzelmann and Stefan C. Wolter, Cost and Benefit of Apprenticeship Training — A
Comparison of Germany and Switzerland, April 2008



2288 Francesco Daveri and Cecilia Jona-Lasinio, Off-Shoring and Productivity Growth in the
Italian Manufacturing Industries, April 2008

2289 Mikael Priks, Do Surveillance Cameras Affect Unruly Behavior? A Close Look at
Grandstands, April 2008

2290 Marianna Belloc and Daniela Federici, A Two-Country NATREX Mode for the
Euro/Dollar, April 2008

2291 Nicolas Treich, The Value of a Statistical Life under Ambiguity Aversion, April 2008
2292 J. Atsu Amegashie, Socially-Tolerable Discrimination, April 2008

2293 M. Hashem Pesaran and Andreas Pick, Forecasting Random Walks Under Drift
Instability, April 2008

2294 Steven Brakman, Gus Garita, Harry Garretsen and Charles van Marrewijk, Unlocking
the Vaue of Cross-Border Mergers and Acquisitions, May 2008

2295 Eric O’'N. Fisher and Kathryn G. Marshall, The Structure of the American Economy,
May 2008

2296 Claudia M. Buch and Martin Schiotter, Regional Origins of Employment Volatility:
Evidence from German States, May 2008

2297 Helmuth Cremer, Philippe De Donder, Dario Maldonado and Pierre Pestieau, Taxing
Sin Goods and Subsidizing Health Care, May 2008

2298 Reinhilde Veugelers and Frederick van der Ploeg, Reforming European Universities:
Scope for an Evidence-Based Process, May 2008

2299 Jon H. Fivaand Lars J. Kirkebgen, Does the Housing Market React to New Information
on School Quality?, May 2008

2300 Tina Klautke and Alfons J. Weichenrieder, Interest Income Tax Evasion, the EU
Savings Directive, and Capital Market Effects, May 2008

2301 Harald Badinger and Peter Egger, GM Estimation of Higher Order Spatial
Autoregressive Processes in Panel Data Error Component Models, May 2008

2302 Jan K. Brueckner, Slot-Based Approaches to Airport Congestion Management, May
2008

2303 Soren Blomquist, Vidar Christiansen and Luca Micheletto, Public Provision of Private
Goods and Nondistortionary Marginal Tax Rates, May 2008



	Abstract 



